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PREFACE, 


A  HE  materials  of  which  this  part  of  the  Hif- 
tory  of  New-IIampfliire  is  compofed,  were  chicfly 
coliefted  during  a  relidcnce  of  twenty-two  years  in 
the  eaftern  part  of  the  State  ;  from  obfervations 
made  in  various  places,  and  particularly  in  feveral 
journies  to  the  northern  and  wcflcrn  parts  ;  from 
original  furveys  of  many  townOiips  and  tra6ls  of 
the  Country  ;  from  the  converfation  of  many  per- 
Tons  who  have  been  employed  in  furveying,  mafl- 
ing,  hunting  and  fcouting ;  as  well  as  in  hufban- 
dry,  manufafturcs,  merchandife.  navigation  and 
fiflicry.  The  public  offices  have  alfo  been  repeat- 
edly fearched,  and  the  obliging  attention  of  the  of- 
ficers of  government,  both  in  Ncw-Hampfhire  and 
Madachufetts,  is  again  thankfully  acknowledged. 
But  that  no  fource  of  information  might  be  left 
unexplored,  a  printed  circular  letter  was  addrelTed 
to  the  feveral  Clergymen,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
public  chara6ler,  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  requeft- 
mff  their  communications  on  various  heads  of  in- 

o 

quiry.  The  anlwers  to  thefe  letters  have  not  been 
io  numerous,  and  in  fome  inftanccs,  not  fo  particu- 
lar as  would  have  been  agreeable  ;  but  from  thofe 
which  have  been  received  (and  for  which  the  Au^ 
thorrequefls  the  feveral  writers  to  accept  his  thanks) 
he  has  been  enabled  to  render  his  account  more 
complete  than  it  could  have  been  without  this  af- 
fiflancc. 

^j  3  763.5" 


4  PREFACE. 

The  chapter  containing  a  defcription  of  the 
white  mountains,  is  a  copy,  with  fome  enlarge- 
ments, of  a  memoir  prefented  to  the  Philofophical 
Society  of  Philadelphia,  ^nd  publiflied  in  the  fec- 
ond  volume  of  their  tranlaflions.  This  memoir 
was  quoted  in  the  London  Monthly  Review, 
for  February,  1787.  p.  139;  and  the  wordy?-^- 
et  occurring  in  it,  the  Reviewers  added  this  note, 
"  We  are  not  acquainted  with  this  word."  In  the 
next  number,  a  correfpondent  kindly  attempted  to 
correft,  what  he  imagined  to  be  '  an  error  of  the 
*  prefs,'  by  fubftituting  the  word  fre/Ii.  in  its  place  ; 
meaning  a  tide  or  flowing  of  frefti  in  diflinftion 
from  fait  water.  But  the  Reviewers  were  not  fat- 
isfied  that  there  was  any  error  of  the  prefs  ;  and 
in  fa6l  there  was  not ;  the  word  freJJict  is  a  term 
familiar  to  the  people  of  New-England,  as  it  was. 
to  their  fore-fathers,  who  brought  it  from  England, 
where  it  was  equally  familiar  m  the  lafl  century. 

From  the  following  authorities  it  may  be  leen 
how  the  nouns  frcfJiet  and  Jrejlics,  were  ufed  by 
writers  of  the  lail,  and  beginning  of  the  prelent, 
century. 

The  former  is  found  in  Milton's  Paradifc  Regain^ 
ed,  Book  II.  line  345. 

'  7\11  fifli  from  fca  or  fhore, 
'  Frejliet  or  purling  brook,  of  fhell  or  fin.' 
It  fecms  this  Author,  bv  a  frefhct,  meant  a  fpread- 
ing  coUedlion  of  frefli  water,  dillinguiflied  from  a 
brook. 

In  a  defcription  of  New-England,  written  and 
publifhed  in  i'.ngland,i658,  by  Ferdinando  Gorg- 
es, the  word  is  ufed  prccilely  m  the  fenfe  in  which 
it  is  now  underftood  in  New-Encrjand. 

p.  29.  '  Between  Salem  and  Charleilown,  is  litu- 
♦ited  the  town  of  Lynn,  near  to   a   river,   whofe 

ftrong 
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drong  Jre/Jid  ^t  the  end  of  winter  filleth  all  her 
banks,  and  with  a  violent  torrent  vents  itlelf  in- 
to the  fea.' 

In  a  letter  written  by  William  Pcnn,  1683,  and 
printed  in  his  works,  be  fpeaks  of  xhtfrejhes  of  the 
DcLiware,  thus,  '  The  Dutch  inhabit  thofe  parts 
of  the  Province  that  lie  on  or  near  the  Bay,  and 
the  Swedes  the  frejhes  of  the  Delaware.'  N.B.  All 
the  Swedifh  fettlements  were  fituate /Wozy  tlie  City 
of  Philadelphia. 

In  Oldmixon's  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  vol. 
I.p.  151,  printed  at  London  in    1708.it  is  laid, 

*  The  firft  town  below  the  falls  is  Newton,  and  next 
to  it  is  Pennfbury  over  againfl;  Burlington.  Thi^ 
part  of  the  Delaware  is  called  the  JreJ/ies.' 

N.B.  Burlington  is  twenty  miles  above  Phila- 
delphia. 

In  Beverley's  Hi  (lory  of  Virginia,  printed  at 
London,  1720,   we  lind  the  fame  word.   p.    105. 

•  The  damage  occafioned  by  the  Avorms  in  the  riv- 
ers of  \'irginia,  may  be  avoided  by  running  [the 
fhips]  up  into  the  Jrejlits  during  five  or  fix  weeks 
that  the  worm  is  above  water.' 

From  thefe  authorities,  I  conclude  that  the  noun 
frejlics  was  underflood  to  diRinguifii  thofe  parts  of 
a  river,  below  all  the  falls,  where  the  frelh  water 
which  comes  down  from  above  is  flopped  by  the 
flowing  of  the  lea,  and  at  the  ebb,  relumes  its  natu- 
ral courfe  ;  and  which  therefore,  rifes  and  falls  with 
the  tide.  But  the  word  fre//icf.  has  another  fignih- 
cation  ;  it  means  a  river  Iwollen  by  rain  or  melted 
fnow,  in  the  interior  country,  rifmg  above  its  niii- 
al  level,  fpreading  over  the  adjacent  lowlands,  and 
rufhing  with  an  accelerated  current  to  the  fca.  In 
this  lenfe  it  is  underflood  in  New-England,  and  as 
it  IS  a  part  of  the  language  of  the  age  and  country 

in 
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in  which  I  write,  it  is  frequently  ufed  in  this  vol- 
ume.  If  fome  of  the  words  wliich  our  fathers 
brought  from  Britain,  and  which  were  in  vogue  a 
century  ago,  be  there  loft  or  forgotten,  it  is  no  rea- 
son that  they  Ihould  be  difufed  here,  efpecially 
when  they  convey  a  definite  fenfe. 

I  know  not  whether  as  much  can  be  faidin  vin^ 
dication  ot  another  word,  which  I  have  frequently 
ufed,  and  which  perhaps  is  not  more  known  in 
England,  viz.  intervale.  1  can  cite  no  very  ancient 
authority  for  it  ;  but  it  is  well  underftood  in  all 
parts  of  New-England  to  diftinguifh  the  low-land 
adjacent  to  the  frefh  rivers,  which  is  frequently 
overflowed  by  the  frefhets  ;  and  which  is  account- 
ed fome  of  our  mofl  valuable  foil,  becaufe  it  is 
rendered  permanently  fertile,  by  the  bountiful 
hand  of  nature,  without  the  labour  of  man. 

There  is  another  deviation  from  the  ftrift  letter 
of  the  Englilh  diftionaries  ;  which  is  found  ex- 
tremely convenient  in  our  difcourfes  on  popula- 
tion. From  the  verb  migrd  are  derived  emigrate 
and  iMiMiCRATE  ;  with  the  fame  propriety  as  from 
mergo  are  derived  emerge  and  immerge.  Accord- 
ingly the  verb  immigrate  and  the  nouns  immi- 
t^RANT  and  IMMIGRATION  are  ufed  without  fcru- 
ple  in  fome  parts  of  this  volume. 

In  the  235th  page,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
taken  by  the  cenfus  of  1790,  is  faid  to  be  142,018, 
This  number  was  given  to  me  in  May,  1791,  by 
the  late  Marfhall  John  Parker,  Efq.  Afterward  it 
was  difcovered  that  a  miftake  had  been  made  by 
one  of  his  afiiftants  in  returning  the  town  of  Bur- 
ton twice,  viz.  in  the  County  of  Strafford  and  the 
County  of  Grafton.  In  the  former  it  was  fet  down 
as  containing  133,  in  the  latter  141.  The  latter 
is  retained  ;    and  the  fornier  being  deducted  from 

142,018 


PREFACE.  7 

145.018,  leaves  the  fum  total  141,885,  which  is 
the  number  returned  to  Congrels  andpublifhedby 
authority. 

Twenty  years  have  now  clapfcd  fince  this  work 
was  firft  undertaken  ;  during  which  tune  it  has 
llruggled  with  many  embarralFments,  and  has. 
more  than  once,  been  thrown  by,  as  impra6licable ; 
but  the  favourable  reception  it  has  met  with  from 
the  public  and  the  continual  importunity  of  its 
friends,  have  prevailed  on  me  to  complete  it ;  for 
tvhich  purpofe  no  pains  have  been  fpared.  The 
receipt  on  the  fale  of  the  volumes  hitherto  falls  fliort 
of  the  aftual  cxpenfe  of  the  impreffion.  Ilowpn,,-. 
dudlive  it  may  prove  in  future  is  uncertain.  As 
fome  encouragement  to  the  work,  the  Legiflature 
of  New-Hampfhirc  have  granted  fifty  poundi,  which 
I  have  received  and  for  which  they  again  have  my 
thanks. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  hiftorical  refearchcs  I  have 
found  fome  materials  for  an  American  Biogra- 
phy ;  and  have  entertained  thoughts  of  purfuing 
my  inquiries,  with  a  view  to  prefent  fuch  a  work  to 
the  public  ;  if  gentlemen  in  different  parts  of  the 
American  Continent  and  Iflands,  will  favour  me 
with  luitable  communications.  The  objc6l  is  to 
delineate  the  characters  and  adions  of  remarkable 
perfons  deccajcd,  and  the  events  connedcd  with 
them.  Among  thofe  perfons  will  be  ranked  Statef- 
men.  Literary  Perfons,  Warriors,  Inventors,  Navi- 
gators and  Travellers,  whether  among  the  Euro- 
pean Nations  who  have  poffeffions  in  America  and 
their  defcendants,  or  the  original  Natives.  The 
names  will  be  difpofed  alphabetically  ;  but  how 
voluminous  or  expenfive  the  work  will  be,  or  how 
long  time  will  be  required  to  complete  it,  cannot 
at  prefent  be  afcertained. 
Bojlon,  April  2*^,  ijg'2. 
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CHAP.      I. 

Situatiofiy  Extent^  Boundaries  and  T>ivifions, 

TH  E  fituation  of  New-Hampfhire,  on  the 
terraqueous  globe,  is  between  42  °  41 ' 
and  45  °  1 1  ^  of  latitude,  north  from  the  equa- 
tor ;  and  between  70  °  40 ''  and  72  °  2 8  ^  of  lon- 
gitude, wefl  from  the  royal  obfervatory  of 
Greenwich.  Its  length  from  the  northern  to 
the  fouthern  extremity  is  one  hundred  and  fix- 
ty -eight  miles.  Its  greatell  breadth,  meafured 
from  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  to  the 
mouth  of  Weft  River,  which  falls  into  Con- 
nedicut  river,  oppoiite  to  the  town  ot  Chefter- 
field,  is  ninety  miles.  This  line  crofles  the 
43d  degree  of  latitude.  From  this  line  north- 
erly, New-Hamplhire  decreafes  in  breadth. 
On  the  44th  degree  of  latitude,  it  is  fifty-five 
miles  j  and  on  the  45th  degree,  nineteen  miles 
wide. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  State  of 
Maflachufetts  ;  from  which  it  is  divided  by  a 
line,  beginning  on  the  fea  fhore,  at  a  point 
three  miles  northward  of  the  mouth  of  the  riv- 
er Merrimack;  purfuing  a  courfe  fimilar  to 
the  curvature  of  that  river,  at  the  fame  diftance; 
and  ending  at  a  point,  three  miles  north  of  Pa- 
B  tucket 
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tucket  fall,  in  the  town  of  Dracut.     FfOrry' 
this  point,  the  hne  extends,  on  a  fuppofed  due 
weft  courfe,  till  it  croffes  Conned: icut  river, 
and  ends  on  its  weftern  bank ;  the  diftance  be- 
ing fifty-five  miles. 

This  line,  called  the  due  weft  Hne,  was  mea- 
fured  and  marked  in  1741 ,  by  Richard  Haz- 
"ztn.  He  was  ordered  by  Governor  Belcher 
io  allow  ten  degrees  for  the  wefterly  variation 
of  the  needle;  the  theory  of  which,  now  im- 
perfed:,  was  then  lefs  known.  It  is  fuppofed, 
that  the  variation  at  that  time,  and  in  that  place, 
was  not  more  than  eight  degrees.  In  1773, 
each  end  of  this  line  was  accurately  examined, 
by  celeftial  obfervations,  made  by  Thomas 
Wright,  one  of  Capt.  Holland's  company  of 
furveyors ;  when  the  weftern  extremity  was 
found  to  decline  from  the  eaftern  two  minutes 
^nd  fifty-feven  feconds  of  latitude.  This  was 
computed  to  make  a  difference  of  59,872 
acres  of  land,  which  would  have  been  gained 
by  New-Hampfliire,  if  the  line  had  been  run 
w'ith  preciiion. 

From  the  point  where  this  line  ftrikes  Con- 
nedicut  river,  up  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
latitude,  the  weftern  bank  of  that  river  is  the 
weftern  boundary  of  New-Hampftiire,  and  the 
eaftern  boundary  of  Verm.ont. 

On  its  eaftern  fide,,  New-Hampftiire  is 
boundeil  -^by. .the  Atlantic    ocean,   from    the 

aforementioned 
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aforementioned  point,  three  miles  northward 
of  the  mouth  of  Merrimack  river,  along  the 
fhore,  to  the  middle  of  the  main  entrance  of 
Pafcataqua  harbour ;  which  diilance  is  com- 
puted to  be  about  eighteen  miles.  Thence  the 
boundary  line  runs  up  the  middle  of  the  river, 
to  its  moft  northerly  head,  which  is  a  pond, 
fituated  partly  in  the  town  of  Wakefield  and 
partly  in  the  town  of  Shapley,  in  the  County 
of  York.  The  diilance  of  this  pond  from  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  is  about  forty  miles,  in 
aN.  N.  W.courfe.  From  the  head  of  this  pond, 
according  to  the  royal  determination,  in  1740, 
the  dividing  line  was  to  run  *  north,  two  de- 

*  grecs  weft,  till  one  hundred^and  twenty  miles 

*  were  finilhed,  from  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua 
'  harbour,  or  until  it  meet  with  his  Majeily's 

*  other  governments/  The  reafon  for  men- 
tioning this  fpecific  diflance  in  the  decree,  was, 
that  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  were  the 
extent  of  the  Province  of  Maine.  At  that 
time,  no  other  government  fubjed:  to  the  Brit- 
ifli  Crown,  lay  in  that  diredion.  In  1763, 
the  new  Province  of  Quebec  was  erected,  and 
its  fouthern  boundary  was  *  a  line  pafling  a- 

*  long  the  higli  lands,  which  divide  the  rivers 
'  that  empty  thcmfelves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 

*  rence,  from  thofc  which  fall  into  thcfea.*  By 
the  treaty  of  peace,  between  Amierica  and 
Britain,  in  1783, all  thelands  fouthwardof  that 

B  2  line, 
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line,  reckoning  it  from  the  eaftward  *  to  tlie 

*  northweft  head  of  Connecticut  river,   and 

*  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river, 

*  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude* 
were  ceded  to  the  United  States.  Thefe  de- 
terminations have  been  fo  conftrued,  as  to  fa- 
favor  an  extenlion  of  the  line  between  New- 
Hampfhire  and  Maine,  to  the  high  lands 
which  bound  the  Province  of  Quebec  ;  a  dift- 
ance  of  twenty-five  miles  beyond  the  northern 
limits  of  the  Province  of  Maine. 

The  line  from  the  head  of  Salmon  fall  river, 
was  begun  to  be  meafured  and  marked,  in  1 741 , 
by  Walter  Bryent,  w^ho  alfo  was  ordered  to  al- 
low ten  degrees  for  the  wefterly  variation.  In 
1 767,  a  controverfyarofe  between  the  two  Prov- 
inces, on  a  fuggeftion  that  Bryent  had  miflaken 
the  main  branch  of  the  river ;  but  no  alteration 
was  made  in  confequence  of  this  luggeflion. 
In  1768,  the  Governor  of  New-Hamplhire 
ordered  the  line  to  be  furveyed,  to  its  fartheil 
extent.  The  furveyor,  Ifaac  Rindge,  began 
where  Bryent  had  left  it ;  and  marked  the  line, 
on  the  fame  courfe  by  the  compafs,  to  a  point 
fixteen  miles  northward  of  Amarifcogin  river, 
and  not  far  from  the  lake  Umbagog.  This 
furvey  being  made  twenty-feven  years  after  the 
formicr,  when  the  wefterly  variation  was  lefs 
than  before,  gave  the  line  a  wefterly  inclina- 
tion.    No  farther  furvey  was  made  till   1789, 

tv.'enty 
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twenty-one  years  after  the  fecond  ;  during 
which  period,  the  variation  was  flill  decreafmg, 
and  the  line  was  continued  on  the  fame  courfe 
by  the  compafs,  which  mud  bring  it  i\d\  more 
weflerly.  For  thefe  reafons,  in  my  map,  the 
line  is  infled:ed,  fo  as  to  correfpond  with  the 
]aft  furvey,  as  laid  down  in  a  plan  returned  bv 
Jofeph  Cramm  and  Jeremiah  Eames,  and  filed 
in  the  Secretary's  oflice. 

The  State  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  the 
Britifh  Province  of  Quebec.  The  northeaft- 
cm  extremity  of  this  bouudary  line,  is  a  birch 
tree, marked  N,E.  Nen-Hampfiire,  1 789.  This 
line  extends  along  the  high  lands,  feventeen 
miles  and  two  hundred  and  feven  rods,  to  the 
head  of  the  northweftern  branch  of  Connedii-. 
cut  river  ;  at  which  extremity  is  a  fir  tree,in- 
fcribed  A^.  H.  N.  /F.  1789.  Thence  the 
boundary  defcends,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
latitude,  along  the  middle  of  the  northweftern 
branch,  which  there  unites  v*^ith  the  northeafl- 
crn,  or  main  branch  of  the  river. 

The  fupcrficial  area  of  Ncw-Hampfliire,"as 
calculated  by  George  Sproule,  in  1 773,  accord- 
ing to  Holland's  furvey,  in  which  he  was  em- 
ployed," was  found  to  be  9296  fquare  miles,  or 
5,949,440  acres.  The  addition  made  by  the 
furvey  of  the  northern  boundary,  in  1789,  is  « 
faid  to  be  195  fquare  miles,  or  1 24,800  acres. 
From  the  whole  it  is  fuppofed  a  dedudion  may 

be 
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be  made"  for  water,  of  at  leaft  one  hundred 
thoufand  acres. 

Holland's  furvey  was  made  in  1773,  and 
1 774,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  Province.  The 
refultof  it  is  contained  in  a  large  map,  engrav- 
en in  London,  1784,  by  the  diredtion  and  at 
the  expenfe  of  Paul  Wentworth,  Efq.  Thofe 
parts  which  were  actually  furveyed  by  Holland 
or  his  affiftants,  are  laid  down  with  great  accu- 
racy. The  eaftern  boundary  line  and  the  parts 
conne(fled  with  it  were  not  furveyed,  but  taken 
from  fuch  materials  and  information  as  could 
at  that  time  be  collected .  In  the  map  annex- 
ed to  this  v/ork,  thofe  parts  are  more  full  and 
corre(5l,  excepting  the  lines  of  townjfhips  and 
locations,  which  in  fo  fmall  a  draught  could 
not  be  introduced  without  confulion.  For  the 
fame  reafon,  the  nam.es  of  fome  townfhips  are 
omitted,  chiefly  fuch  as  have  no  fettlements 
made  in  them. 

The  State  is  divided  into  five  Counties,  viz. 
Rockingham,  Strafford,  Hillfborough,  Chefli- 
ire,  and  Grafton,  the  boundaries  of  which  are 
net  noticed  in  Kolland's,  but  are  marked  on 
this  map  by  dotted  lines. 

The  jlraight  line  of  Mafon's  patent  is  alfo 
defcribed.     The  hiflory  of  it  is  as  follovv's  : 

It  was  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  the  preced- 
ing  work,*   that   the   Mafonian    proprietors 

chim.ed 

*   Vol,  II.   p.  166. 
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claimed  a  curve  line  as  their  weflern  boundary ; 
and  that  under  the  royal  government  no  perfon 
had  controverted  that  claim.  When  the  war 
with  Great-Britain  was  terminated  by  the  peace 
of  17.83,  the  grantees  of  fome  crown  lands, 
with  which  this  line  interfered,  petitioned  the 
AfTembly  to  afcertain  the  limits  of  Mafbn's 
patent.  The  Mafonians  at  the  fame  time  pre- 
sented a  petition,  fliewingthe  pretenlion  which 
they  had  to  a  curve  line,  and  praying  that  a 
furvey  of  it,  which  had  been  made  in  176S, 
by  Robert  Fletcher,  might  be  cftabliflied. 
About  the  lame  time,  the  heirs  of  Allen,  whofe 
claim  had  long  lain  dormant,  for  want  of  abil- 
ity to  profecute  it,  having  confulted  Council, 
and  admitted  fome  perfons  of  property  into 
partnerfliip  with  them,  entered  and  took  pof- 
fefiion  ot  the  unoccupied  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  patent ;  and  in  imitation  of  the 
Mafonians,  gave  general  deeds  of  quitclaim,  to 
all  bona  jide  purchafers,  previoufly  to  the  firfl 
ot  May,  1785  ;  which  deeds  w^ere  recorded  in 
each  County,  and  publilhed  in  the  news  pa- 
pers. They  alfo  petitioned  the  AHembly  to 
eftablifh  a  head  line  for  their  patent. 

After  a  folemn  hearing  of  thefe  claims,  the 
Aifembly  ordered  a  furvey  to  be  made  of  fixty 
miles  from  the  fea,  on  the  fouthern  and  eaftern 
lines  of  the  State,  and  2.J}raight  line  to  be  run 
from  the  end  oi  one  line  of  fixty  miles,  to  the 

end 
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end  of  the  other.  They  alfo  pafTed  an  a6l  to 
quiet  all  bona  fide  purchafers  of  lands,  between 
the  flraight  and  curve  lines,  fo  far,  as  that  the 
State  fliould-not  diflurb  them.  This  furvey 
was  made  in  1787,  by  Jofeph  Blanchard  and 
Charles  Clapham.  The  line  begins  on  the 
fouthern  boundary,  at  lot  No.  1 8,  in  the  town 
of  Rindge.  Its  courfe  is  north  39°  eaft.  Its 
extent  is  93^  miles.  It  ends  at  a  point  in  the 
eaftern  boundary,  which  is  feven  miles  and 
two  hundred  and  fix  rods,  northward  of  Great 
Offapy  river.  This  line  being  eftablilhed,  as 
the  head  line,  or  wellern  boundary  of  Mafon's 
patent,  the  Mafonians,  for  the  fum  of  forty 
thoufand  dollars  in  public  fecurities,  and  eight 
hundred  dollars  in  fpecie,  purchafed  of  the 
State,  all  its  right  and  title  to  the  unoccupied 
lands  between  the  flraight  line  and  the  curve. 
The  heirs  of  Allen  were  then  confined  in  their 
claim,  to  thofe  wafte  lands  only,  which  were 
within  the  flraight  line.  They  have  fince 
compromifed  their  difpute,  with  the  proprie- 
tors of  eleven  of  the  fifteen  Mafonian  fhares, 
by  deeds  of  mutual  quitclaim  and  releafe. 
This  was  done  in  January,  1790. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      II. 

Air,  Climate  and  Seafons. 

TH  E  air  of  New-Hampfhire  is  generally- 
pure  and  falubrious.  During  the  winter 
months,  the  prevailing  wind  is  from  the  north- 
weft  ;  which  is  dry,  cold  and  bracing ;  it  rare- 
ly brings  fnow,  but  when  it  does,  the  degree  of 
cold  is  increafed.  That  the  coldnefs  of  our 
northweft  wind  is  owing  to  the  great  lakes,  is 
a  vulgar  error,  often  retailed  by  geographical 
writers,  and  adopted  by  unthinking  people. 
All  the  great  lakes  lie  weftward  of  the  N.  W. 
point,  and  fome  of  them  fouthward  of  \V. 
It  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  immenfe 
wildernefs,  but  efpecially  the  mountains,  when 
covered  with  fnow,  give  a  keennefs  to  the  air, 
as  a  cake  of  ice  to  a  quantity  of  liquor  in  which 
it  floats  ;  and  that  this  air,  put  in  motion,  con- 
veys its  cold  as  far  as  it  extends. 

The  deepeft  fnows  fall  with  a  northeaft 
wind,  and  ftorms  from  that  quarter  are  moft 
violent,  and  of  longefl:  duration  ;  after  which, 
the  wind  commonly  changes  to  the  N.  W,  and 
blows  briikly  for  a  day  or  two,  driving  the 
fnow  into  heaps.  This  effed:  is  produced  on- 
ly in  the  open  grounds ;    in  the   foreft  the 

fnow 
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fnow  lies  level,  from  two  to  four  feet  in  depth, 
throughout  the  winter.  On  the  mountains, 
the  fnow  falls  earlier,  and  remains  later  than 
in  the  low  grounds.  On  thofe  elevated  fum- 
mits,  the  winds  alfo  have  greater  force,  driv- 
ing the  fnow  into  the  long  and  deep  gullies  of 
the  mountains,  where  it  is  fo  confolidated,  as 
not  to  be  eahly  diflolved,  by  the  vernal  fun. 
Spots  of  fnow  are  feen  on  the  fouth  iides  of 
the  mountains  as  late  as  May,  and  on  the  higlv 
fiil  till  July.  . 

Light  frofls  begin  in  September  j  in  Octo- 
ber they  are  more  frequent,  and  by  the  end  of 
that  month,  ice  is  made  in  fmall  collediions  of 
water ;  but  the  weather  is  moftly  ferene.  No- 
vember is  a  variable  month,  alternately  wet 
and  dry  ;  the  furface  of  the  ground  is  frequent- 
ly frozen  and  thawed.  The  fame  weather 
continues  through  a  part  of  Decem.ber,  but 
commonly,  in  the  courfe  of  this  month,  the 
jrivers  and  the  earth  are  thoroughly  frozen,  and 
well  prepared  to  receive  and  retain  the  j&iow. 
January  often  produces  a  thaw,  which  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  fevere  froft.  In  February  we  have 
the  dccpeft  fnows,  and  the  coldefl  weather; 
but  the  lowefi:  depreilion  of  the  thermometer  is 
generally  followed  by  wet-  and  mild  weather: 
•March  is  bluftering  and  ccldi  with  frequeni 
flights  of  fnow;  but  the  fun. is  then  fo  high 
as  to  melt  the  i'now  at  noon.     In  April; the 

open 


N  E  W-  H  A  M  P  S  HI  R  E.       t^ 

©pen  country  is  generally  cleared  of  fnow  ;  but 
tt' commonly  lies  in  the  woods  till  May.  This 
\s  the  ufual  routine  of  the  wintry  feafon  ;  but 
there  are  fometimes  variations.  In  1771,  the 
fnow  did  not  fall  till  the  end  of  January.  In 
i-'786,  it  was  very  deep  in  the  beginning  of 
December.  When  the  fnovv-  comes  early,  it 
preferves  the  ground  from  being  deeply  fro- 
zen, otherwife  the  froft  penetrates  to  the  depth 
of  three  feet  or  more. 

^-From  the  middle  of  September,  the  morn- 
ings and  evenings  begin  to  be  fo  chill,  that  a 
fmall  fire  becomes  a  defireable  companion.  In 
Odober,  the  weather  requires  one  to  be  kept 
more  fteadily ;  from  the  time  that  the  au- 
tumnal rains  come  on  in  November,  it  is  in- 
variably neceflary,  to  the  end  of  March  ;  in 
April  it  is  intermitted  at  noon ;  a  llorm  is  al- 
ways expected  in  May,  and,  till  that  is  pall, 
the  chimney  is  not  doled.  We  therefore  rec- 
kon eight  months  of  cold  weather  in  the  year. 
Cattle  are  hculed  from  the  beo-innini^-   of 

o  o 

November.  In  the  fevereft  weather,  nature 
teaches  the  fowls  to  rooft  on  the  backs  of  cat- 
tle, in  the  barns,  to  preferve  their  feet  from 
being  frozen.  By  the  beginning  of  May, 
the  grafs  is  fufficicntly  grown  for  cattle  to  live 
abroad ;  good  hulbandmcn  do  not  permit 
them  to  feed  till  the  twenty-firft  of  May ;  but 
fcarcity  of  fodder  obliges  the  poorer  fort  to 
depart  from  this  rule.  A  dry 
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A  dry  winter  is  extremely  cold.  The 
winter  of  1779,80,  was  remarkably  dry,  with* 
out  rain  or  thaw ;  the  fnow  was  conlliantly 
drifted  by  the  wind,  the  fp rings  of  water 
were  very  low,  and  the  weather  as  fevere  and 
tedious  as  ever  was  experienced.  It  was  cal- 
led the  Canada  winter,  from  its  fimilarity  to 
the  ufual  dry  cold  of  that  climate. 

A  freezing  rain  is  no  uncommon  fped:acle* 
The  trees  are  fometimes  fo  incruiled  with  ice 
that  the  fmaller  branches  break  with  its 
weight.  The  fun,  Ihining  on  thefe  incrufta- 
tions,  affords  a  brilliant  entertainment  to  a  cu- 
rious fpedator ;  but  it  is  of  fhort  duration. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  February,  1782,  an 
unufual  kind  of  hoar  froft  was  obferved.  The 
wind  had  been  northerly  on  the  preceding  day, 
with  fome  appearance  of  fnow.  The  morning 
was  calm  and  foggy.  The  trees  and  bulhes 
were  white  with  froft,  which  appeared  on  the 
north  fides,  only,  of  the  twigs  and  fmaller 
branches ;  but  on  the  larger  limbs  and  trunks, 
there  was  none :  Nor  was  any  feen  on  the 
houfes  or  fences,  excepting  ca  the  Iharp  edges 
of  boards ;  but  every  point  of  a  ftick  or  nail, 
and  every  rope  and  ftring,  which  was  expoled 
to  the  north,  was  covered.  The  fpicula;  were 
of  all  lengths,  from  an  inch  downward,  and  a- 
bout  the  thicknefs  of  a  knitting  pin.  They 
increafcd  in  number  and  fize,  for  about  two 
••'  '  hours 
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hours  after  the  rifing  of  the  fun  ;  and  in  about 
an  hour  after  this,  began  to  fall,  like  fnow,  on 
the  ground  ;  they  did  not  all  difappear  till  two 
hours  afternoon. 

Light  frofts  have  been  known  in  every 
month  of  the  year,  excepting  July.  In  June, 
1764,  a  fudden  froft  nipped  the  Indian  corn, 
then  newly  fprouted ;  but  it  recovered,  and 
fprouted  again.  A  froft  in  Auguft  is  general- 
ly deftrudlive  to  this  vegetable  ;  the  corn  being 
then  in  the  milk.  After  it  has  grown  beyond 
this  ftage,  the  froft  fcrves  to  open  the  hulk 
and  dry  the  ears,  to  prepare  it  for  harveft. 

A  foutheaft  ftorm  is  often  as  violent,  but 
commonly  Ihorter,  than  one  from  the  north- 
eaft ;  if  it  begin  with  fnow  it  foon  changes  to 
rain.  A  brilk  wind  from  the  weft  or  fouth 
weft,  with  a  flight  of  fnow  or  rain,  fometimcs 
happens,  but  its  duration  is  very  fliort.  Squalls 
of  this  kind  are  common  in  March. 

In  the  fpring  months  there  is  generally  a 
land  breeze  in  the  morning ;  a  fea  breeze  be- 
gins an  hour  or  two  before  noon,  and  contin- 
ues till  about  the  fetting  of  the  fun.  The 
heat  of  fummer  is  alfo  frequently  allayed  by 
breezes  from  the  fea,  but  they  do  not  reach 
more  than  twenty  or  thirty  miles  into  the 
country,  and  the  lighter  ones  not  fo  far.  The 
northeaft  ftorms  penetrate  iixty  or  feventy 
miles,  but  their  violence  is  abated  at  that  dift- 
ance  from  the  fea.  In 
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In  July  the  weather  is  clear  and  hot.  Irf 
Augult  the  heat  is  greateft,  and  is  accompanied 
with  a  dilagrceable  dampnefs.  Thunder  is 
frequent  in  the  fummer  months ;  it  is  fome- 
times  heard  in  fpring  and  autumn,  but  rarely 
in  the  winter,  though  in  fnow  llorms  the  air  is 
often  highly  elediriiied,  and  fiaihes  are  fome- 
times  feen.  Thunder  lliowers  in  the  fummer 
commonly  rife  in  the  weflem  quarter,  and  pafs 
over  to  the  eall ;  if  they  rife  in  the  north  or 
northeall,  they  produce  hail,  which  fometimes 
proves  defl:rud:ive  to  the  fields  ;  but  this  mif- 
chief  is  never  very  extenfivc.  The  hail  has 
been  known  to  lie  in  hollow  places,  where  it 
has  rolled  into  heaps,  till  the.fucceeding  day  ; 
but  for  the  mofh  part,  it  melts  foon  after  fallin'g. 

It  has  often  been  obferved  that  thunder 
clouds,  when  near  the  earth,  feem  to  be  at- 
tracted by  large  collecftions  of  water.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  lakes  and  •  ponds,  the, 
thunder  is  reverberated  from  the  furround- 
ing  mountains,  in  a  grand  and  folemn  eccho  of 
long  continuance.  One  of  the  mod  violent 
thunder  ftorms  which  was  ever  known  in  the 
maritime  parts  of  Ncw-Hampfhire,  was  on 
the  fourth  of  May,  1779,  at  noon.  A  cloud 
rofe  in  the,N.  W.  and  another  in  the  S..  W^  at 
the  fame  time  ;  they  crofTcd  each  other,  and 
the  former  palfed  very  near  the  earth;  ajyer)^ 
black  darknefs  came  on,  the  lightning  was  an 

inceifant 
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mcefTant  glare,  and  the  thunder  a  continual 
peal  for  about  an  hour.  Manv  trees,  kveral 
barns,  mills  and  dwelling  houfes  were  ftruck  ; 
cattle  and  fheep  were  killed  in  the  paftures  in 
feveral  towns ;  and  a  valuable  new  houfe,*  built 
for  religious  worfhip,  at  Somerfworth,  was 
fet  on  fire  and  confumed.  Its  fteeple  had  a 
metallic  vane  and  fpindle,  but  no  condu6lor  to 
the  earth.  The  bell  was  melted,  and  fell; 
while  inaftate  of  fufion,  and  no  piece  of  it 
larger  than  a  mufket  ball  could  be  iound. 
The  effeds  of  this  ftorm  were  to  be  traced 
from  Kingflon,  in  a  northeafterly  diredion, 
to  the  river  Kennebeck. 

•  A  fouthwefl:  breeze  in  fummer  is  accompa- 
nied with  a  ferene  iky,  and  this  is  the  warmeft 
of  our  winds.  Probably  the  tradition  of  the 
natives,  that  heaven  is  fituated  in  the  S.  W. 
arofe  from  this  circumftance.  The  N.  Vv/". 
wind  does  not  blow  in  fummer,  but  after  a 
thunder Ihower,  when  its  elafticity  and  coolnefs 
are  as  refrefhing  as  the  preceding  heat  is  te- 
dious. 

Sometimes  the  extreme  heat  of  feveral  days, 
jDroduces,  in  the  maritime  parts,  a  fea  turn, 
and  in  the  inland  parts,  a  whirlwind.  A  re- 
markable inftance  of  both  happened  in  June, 
1782.  The  heat  had  been  extreme  for  five 
days.  On  the  22d,  after  the  fetting  of  the 
fun,  the  wind  fuddenly  (liifted  from  S.  W.  to 

N.  E. 
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N.  E.  This  change  fenfibly  affe(5led  the  hu- 
man body,  and  rendered  an  additional  garment 
necellary.  A  very  large  quantity  of  Siberian 
wheat  was  at  that  time  in  a  ftate  of  luxuriant 
,yeg-etation.  As  far  as  the  fea  wind  extended, 
which  was  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles,  the 
wheat  was  chilled  and  blafted  ;  beyond  that 
diftance  it  was  not  injured.  The  next  day  a 
whirlwind  began  near  the  river  Connedticut, 
the  weftern  boundary  of  New-Hamp(hire,  and 
dired:ed  its  courfe  toward  the  eafl,  in  a  vein  of 
near  half  a  mile  wide.  In  its  progrefs  its  fury 
abated  ;  but  the  blaft  extended  to  the  fea,  and 
was  accompanied  with  thunder  and  rain. 

Inftances  of  fudden  changes  in  the  weather, 
are  noted  in  the  earlieil  accounts  of  the  coun- 
try. In  1658,  when  the  apple  trees  were  in 
blolTom,  there  came  on  fuch  a  fudden  and  fe- 
vere  degree  of  cold,  that  in  a  filhing  boat  be- 
longing to  Hampton,  one  man  died  before  they 
could  reach  the  ihore,  another  was  fo  chilled 
that  he  died  in  a  few  days,  and  a  third  lofi:  his 
feet.*  This  inilance  is  very  fingular.  The 
common  feafon  for  the  apple  trees  to  bloflbm, 
is  about  the  third  week  in  May  ;  but  they  are 
earlier  or  later  according  to  the  degree  of  heat. 
On  the  eleventh  of  May,  1769,  when  the  trees 
were  in  bloom,  an  unufual  flight  of  fnow 
covered  them  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued 
till  the  next  m.orning. 

In 

*  MS.  I'itter  of  P.ev.  Mr.  Gookin  to  P.ev.  Mr.  Prince, 
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In  a  very  warm  autumn  the  earlieft  apple 
trees  have  produced  blolToms  ;  and  rofes  have 
blown  in  the  month  of  October,  but  thcfc  ap- 
pearances are  very  rare. 

Sudden  changes  from  cold  to  heat  are  lefs 
frequent  than  the  contrary.  The  moft  re- 
markable inllance  ot  this  kind,  happened  in  the 
winter  of  1 759,60.  It  was  on  the  Lord's  day, 
in  the  time  of  morning  fervice.  There  had 
been  a  freezing  rain  in  the  preceding  night  ; 
and  the  trees,  houfcs,  and  earth  were  covered 
with  ice.  On  a  fuddcn,  the  wind  changed  to 
the  fouth  ;  the  ice  fell  from  the  trees,  with  a 
crackling  noife,  and  a  vapour  rofe  from  the 
houfes  as  it  they  had  been  on  fire.  On  com- 
ing into  the  open  air,  the  change  of  the  weath- 
er from  fevcre  cold,  to  fummer  heat,  was 
aftonilhing.  The  greateft  degree  of  heat 
which  has  been  obferved  by  Farenheit*s  ther- 
mometer is  2^  and  of  cold  §  Thefe  obfer- 
vations    were   made  at  Portfmouth. 

Notwithilanding  thefe  anomalous  inftances 
of  inequality  and  fudden  tranfition,  the  fky  is 
commonly  fettled  and  ferene  for  many  days 
together,  and  the  changes  of  weather  are  grad- 
ual. In  the  winter,  a  dry  feafon,  if  there  be 
fnow  on  the  ground,  is  favourable  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  tranfportation  in  fleighs  and  fledges. 
In  fummer,  if  there  be  no  extend ve  rain,  for 
three  or  four  weeks,  the  want  of  it  is  feverelv 
C  felt. 
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felt.  The  years  1 761  and  1 762  were  remark- 
able for  early  drought,  which  caufed  a  fcarcity 
of  com  and  hay  ;  the  rain  which  fell  in  Au- 
guft,  brought  forward  the  latter  feed  in  the 
paflures  and  fields.  The  year  1782  was  re- 
markable for  a  late  drought ;  the  latter  feed 
and  the  autumnal  vegetables,  were  deilroyed. 
In  Od:ober,  the  grafs  was  fo  dry  as  to  crackle 
under  the  feet.  The  long  continuance  of 
drought  is  obferved  to  produce  a  coolnefs  in 
the  air.  Thefe  droughts  do  not  affedl  the 
mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  fo  much  as 
the  plains  ;  w^hich  are  alfo  more  injured  by 
early  frofts  than  the  higher  lands. 

In  the  fpring,  the  trees  which  have  been 
felled  the  preceding  year,  are  burned  in  the 
new  plantations.  If  the  feafon  be  dry,  the 
flames  fpread  in  the  v/oods,  and  a  large  extent 
of  the  foreft  is  fometimes  on  fire  at  once. 
Fences  and  buildings  are  often  deftroyed  by 
thefe  raging  conflagrations.  The  only  effec- 
tual way  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  fuch  a 
fire,  is  to  kindle  another  at  a  diftance,  and  to 
drive  the  flame  along  through  the  buihes,  or 
dry  grafs,  to  meet  the  greater  fire,  that  all  the 
fuel  may  be  confumcd.  This  operation  re- 
quires a  large  numibcr  of  people,  and  no  fmall 
degree  of  dexterity  and  refolution.  In  fwamps, 
a  fire  has  been  known  to  penetrate  feveral  feet 
under  the  ground,  and  contumc  the  roots  of 

trees. 
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trees.     When  a  fire  has  raged  to  this  degree, 
nothing  can  extinguiih  it  but  a  heavy  rain. 

From  thefe  numerous  fires  arife  immenfe 
clouds  of  fmoke,  mingled  with  the  burnt  leaves 
of  the  trees,  which  are  carried  to  great  diiian- 
ces  by  the  wind.  Thefe  clouds  meeting  with 
other  vapours  in  the  atmofphere,  fometimes 
produce  very  fingular  appearances.  The  un- 
ufual  darknefs  of  the  nineteenth  of  May,  1 780, 
was  caufed  by  fuch  a  combination  of  vapours. 

Fires  had  fpread  very  extenlively  in  the 
woods,  and  the  wefterly  wind  had  driven  the 
fmoke  over  all  the  country.  It  was  fo  thick 
near  the  horizon,  for  feveral  preceding  days, 
that  the  fun  difappeared  half  an  hour  before  its 
fctting ;  and  in  the  low  grounds,  it  was  almofl 
fuffocating.  The  mornmg  of  the  nineteenth 
was  cloudy,  with  fome  rain  ;  and  a  black  cloud 
appeared  in  the  fouthweil:,  from  which  thun- 
der was  heard.  The  rain  water,  and  the  fur- 
face  of  rivers,  was  covered  with  a  footy  fcum. 
The  remains  of  a  fnow  drift,  which  had  been 
raked  clean  the  preceding  day,  became  black. 
Several  fmall  birds  flew  into  the  houfes,  and 
others  were  found  dead  abroad,  being  fuffocat- 
ed.  About  an  hour  before  noon  the'  clouds 
aflumed  a  braily  appearance  ;  after  which  their 
colour  became  a  dufky  grev  ;  at  one  hour  after 
noon  it  was  neceffary  to  li^^ht  candles. 

C  3  "  At 
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At  the  time  of  the  grcateft  obfcuratlon,  the 
fnioke  of  a  chimney  was  obferved  to  rife  per- 
pendicularly, and  then  incline  to  the  weft.  A 
thick  fog,  which  came  in  from  the  fea,  moved 
along  the  hill  tops  in  the  fame  direction.  The 
place  where  thefe  obfervations  were  made, 
was  at  Dover,  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  the 
fea.  A  light  gleam  was  feen  in  the  north. 
The  extent  of  this  darknefs,  was  more  than 
two  hundred  miles,  from  north  to  fouth.  To 
the  weft  ward,  it  reached  beyond  Albanv,  and  it 
was  obferved,  by  a  velTel  at  fea,  fifteen  leagues 
eaftward  of  Cape- Anne* 

The  darknefs  varied  its  appearance,  in  fome 
places,  through  the  afternoon  ;  but  in  the  mari- 
time parts  of  New-Hampiliire,  there  was  no 
ceifation  or  interruption  of  it ;  and  the  evening 
prefented  a  complete  fpecimen  of  as  total  dark- 
nefs as  can  be  conceived.  Before  midnight, 
the  vapors  difperfed,  and  the  next  morning 
there  was  no  appearance  of  them  ;  but  for  fev- 
eral  days  after,  clouds  of  fmoke  were  feen  in 
motion,  and  the  burnt  leaves  of  trees  were 
wafted  abroad  by  the  wind. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  frefli  rivers  and 
ponds,  a  whitilh  fog  in  the  morning,  lying 
over  the  water,  is  a  fure  indication  of  fair 
weather  for  that  day  ;  and  when  no  fog  is  feen, 
rain  is  expeded  before  night.  In  the  moun- 
tainous parts  of  the  country,  the  afcent  of  va- 
pors. 
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pors,  and  their  formation  into  clouds,  is  a  cu- 
rious and  entertaining  objed:.  The  vapors  are 
feen  rifing  in  fmall  columns,  like  fmoke  from 
many  chimneys.  When  rifcn  to  a  certain 
height,  they  fpread,  meet,  condenfe,  and  are 
attracted  by  the  mountains,  where  they  either 
diftil  in  gentle  dews,  and  replenifli  the  fprings, 
or  defccnd  in  fliowcrs,  accompanied  with 
thunder.  After  fliort  intermiilions,  theprocefs 
is  repeated  many  times,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fum- 
mer  day,  aflrbrding  to  travellers  a  lively  illuf- 
tration  of  what  is  obfcrved  in  the  book  of  Job, 
•  they  are  wet  with  the  Ihowers  of  the  moun^ 
tains.'* 

.  The  aurora  borciUs  was  firft  noticed  in 
Nevv-Hampihire,  in  the  year  1719.-^     The 

elder 

*   Job  xxiv.  8. 
+  The  following  account  cf  this  appearance  is  taken   from 
the  Bofton  News  Letter,  of  March  14,  1720. 

'  The  late  extraordinary  appearance  in  the  heavens,  of  De- 

*  cember  11,  is  the  firflof  the  kind  that  is  known  to  have  been 

*  feen  in  New-England,  and  was  at  the  fame  time  obfervcd 
'  throughout  the  country.     Some  fav  it  was  feen  at  three  fcv- 

*  eral  times,  viz.  at  eight,  twelve,  and  again  toward  morning. 
*"The  account  of  fome,  is,  of  a  cloud  lying  Icngthway,  toward 
'  the  northweft  and  northeafh  ;  from  the  ends  of  which  arofc 

*  two  clouds,  afccnding  toward  the  middle  of  the  heavens,  of 

*  a  deep  red  colour,  and  almoft  meeting  each  other,  then  dc- 
'  fcending  toward  the  place  whence  thcv  arofe.  The  air  was 
'  light  in  the  time  of  it,  as  a  little  after  fun  fet,  or  before  fun- 
'  rile  ;  *ind  fome  faw  lights,  fomctliing  like  fhooting  flars, 
'  ftreaming  upwards  from  the  clouds.  It  was  feen  in  our 
'  towns  all  along  ;  and  the  great  variety  of  accounts,  may  in 

*  part  proceed  from  this,  that  fome  faw  only  one,  otlicrs  au- 

*  other  of  its  appearances.* 
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elder  pepple  fay  it  is  much  more  frequent  no\V 
than  formerly.  It  fometimes  appears  in  the 
form  of  a  luminous  arch,  extending  from  eaft 
to  weft ;  but  more  commonly  rifes  from  a  dark 
convexity  in  the  north,  and  flafhes  upward,  to- 
ward the  zenith.  In  a  calm  night,  and  in  the 
intervals  between  gentle  flaws  of  wind,  an  at- 
tentive ear,  in  a  retired  fituation,  may  perceive 
it  to  be  accompanied  with  a  found.*  This  lu- 
minous appearance  has  been  obferved  in  all 
feafons  of  the  year,  in  the  extremes  of  heat  and 
cold,  and  in  all  the  intermediate  degrees.  The 
colour  of  the  ftreams  is  fometim.es  variegated, 
white,  blue,  yellow  and  red,  the  luftre  of  which, 
reflecfled  from  the  fnow,  is  an  appearance  high- 
ly pidiurefque  and  entertaining. 

*  If  any  perfon  would  have  a  precife  idea  of  tlie  found, 
caufed  by  the  flafliing  of  the  aurora  borealis,  let  him  hold  a 
iilk  handkerchief  by  the  corner,  in  one  hand,  and  with  the 
thumb  and  finger  of  the  other  hand^  make  a  quick  ftroke  along 
its  ed^e. 


CHAP. 
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C     H    A    P.      III. 

Face  of  the  Country.    Sea  coafl.    Mountains. 

TH  E  whole  extent  of  the  fea  coafl,  from 
the  fouthern  boundary,  to  the  mouth  of 
Pafcataqua  harbour,  is  about  eighteen  miles. 
The  fliorc  is  mollly  a  fandy  beach,  within 
which  are  fait  marflies,  interfered  by  creeks. 
There  are  feveral  coves  for  fifliinR:  veffels: 
but  the  only  harbour  for  fliips,  is  the  entrance 
of  Pafcataqua,  where  the  fliore  is  rocky.  Some 
ledges  and  points  of  rocks,  are  iituate  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  harbour,  off  Rye  :  but  there 
is  no  remarkable  head  land  on  the  coafl:.  Two 
bluffs  only  appear,  elevated  above  the  level  of 
the  beach,  which  are  called  the  great  and  little 
Boar's  heads ;  tliefe  are  in  the  town  of  Hamp- 
ton. 

The  remarkable  mountain,  Agamenticus, 
lies  about  four  leagues  north  of  the  entrance  of 
Pafcataqua,  and  there  are  three  inferior  fum- 
mits,  known  by  the  name  of  Frofl's  hills,  at 
alefs  diftance,  on  the  N.  W.  Thefe  are  iitu- 
ate within  the  County  of  York,  formerly  call- 
ed the  Province  of  Maine  ;  but  from  the  fea, 
no  remarkable  high  lands  appear,  ^\  hich  arc 

within 
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within  the  limits  of  New-Hamp(liire,  nearer 
than  twenty  or  thirty  miles.  The  firft  ridge 
is  continued  through  the  towns  of  Rochefter, 
Harrington  and  Nottingham,  and  the  feveral 
fummits  are  diftinguifhed  by  different  names, 
as  Teneriffe,  Saddleback,  Tuckaway  &c.  but 
the  general  name  is  the  Blue  hills.  Beyond 
thefe,  are  feveral  higher  ones,  as  Mount  ma- 
jor, Moofe  mountain,  &c.  thefe  are  not  in  a 
continued  range,  but  detached  ;  between  them 
are  many  fmaller  elev^ations,  fome  of  which  are, 
and  others  are  not  diftinclly  named.  Farther 
back  the  mountains  rife  higher,  and  among 
the  third  range,  Chocorua,  OlTapy  and  Kyar- 
farge,  claim  the  preeminence.  Beyond  thefe, 
is  the  lofty  ridge,  which  is  commonly  called 
the  height  of  land,  becaufe  it  feperates  the 
branches  of  the  river  Connedlicut,  from  thofe 
of  Merrimack.  In  this  ridge  is  the  Grand 
Monadnock,  twenty-two  miles  eaft  of  the  riv- 
er Connedicut,  and  ten  miles  north  of  the 
fouthern  boundary  line.  Thirty  miles  north 
of  this,  lies  Sunnapee  mountain,  and  forty- 
eight  miles  farther,  in  the  fame  dired:ion,  is 
Mooili clock.  The  ridge  then  is  continued, 
northeaftcrly,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  river 
Connedicut  from  thofe  of  Saco  and  Amarif- 
coggin.  Here  the  mountains  rife  much  high- 
er, and  the  moil  elevated  fummits  in  this 
range,  are  the  White  mountains. 

Mountains 
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Mountains  appear  of  different  colours,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  their  exterior  furface, 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  diflance  of  the 
obferver.  They  are  all  covered  with  wood, 
the  fmaller  ones  wholly,  the  larger  have  bald 
fummits,  which  appear  white,  as  long  as  the 
fnow  remains;  but  at  other  times,  vary  their 
colour  accordinir  to  the  diftance  of  the  obferv- 
er.  If  he  is  very  nigh,  they  appear  ot  the  grey 
colour  of  the  rock,  and  the  farther  he  recedes, 
their  appearance  is  a  paler  blue,  till  it  becomes 
nearly  of  the  colour  of  the  Iky.  The  woody 
parts  of  mountains,  when  viewed  at  a  fmall 
diflance,  are  green,  at  a  greater  diflance,  blue. 
From  fome  favorable  fituations,  all  thefc  vari- 
eties may  be  fcen  at  once;  mountains  of  differ- 
ent f hades,  textures  and  elevations,  are  pre- 
fcnted  to  the  eye  of  the  curious  obferver. 

The  wood  on  thefe  mountains,  is  of  vari- 
ous kinds ;  but  they  have  all  more  or  Icfs  of 
the  evergreens,  as  pine,  fpruce,  hemlock  and 
fir,  intermixed  with  Ihrubs  and  vines.  It  is 
univerfally  obferved  that  trees  of  every  kind 
diminilli  in  their  fize  toward  the  fummit  ; 
many  of  them,  though  fhort,  appear  to  be  very 
aged.  On  Ibmc  mountains  wc  find  a  flirub- 
bery  of  hemlock  and  fpruce,  whofe  branches 
arc  knit  together  fo  as  to  be  impenetrable. 
The  fnow  lodges  on  their  tops,  and  a  cavity  is 
formed  underneath.  Thefe  are  called  by  the 
Indians,  Hakmantaks.  Qa 
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On  the  tops  of  feveral  of  the  highefl  moun- 
tains, are  fmall  colledtions  of  water,  and  on 
others,  marfhy  fpot-s,  which  are  frequented  by- 
aquatic  birds.  The  roads  over  thofe  moun- 
tains which  are  pafTablc,  are  frequently  wet 
and  miry,  while  the  valleys  below  are  dry. 
About  two  or  three  feet  under  the  furface  of 
the  mountain,  is  a  firm  earth,  called  the  pan, 
which  is  impenetrable  by  water  ;  the  rains  and 
dews  are  therefore  retained  in  the  fofter  foil,. 
or  formed  into  fprings  and  brooks .  This  foil 
is  made  by  the  rotting  of  fallen  leaves  and 
wood,  the  grov/th  of  paft  ages  ; 

We  frequently  obferve  large  rocks  detached 
from  the  mountains,  fome  of  them  fo  diftant 
from  the  bafe,  that  they  could  not  have  rolled 
thither  but  in  fome  convulfion  of  the  earth. 
Smaller  mafTes  are  frequently  diflodged  by  the 
thawing  of  the  ground  in  the  fpring,  after  it 
has  been  heaved  up  by  the  froft.  In  the  year 
1 746,  a  party  who  were  ranging  the  woods,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  White  m.ountains, 
on  a  warm  day,  in  the  month  of  March,  were 
alarmed  with  a  repeated  noife,  which  they  fiip- 
pofed  to  be  the  firing  of  guns.  On  further 
fearch,  they  found  it  to  be  caufed  by  rocks, 
falling  from  the  fouth  fide  of  a  fleep  moun- 
tain.* 

Mountainous   countries  are  obferved  to  be 

mofl  'fubjed  to  earthquakes ;  and  the  nearer 

^*  any 

*  Letter  of  Walter  Bryent,  Efq.  who  was  one  of  the  party. 
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any  lands  are  to  mountains,  it  may  be  expell- 
ed that  thefe  commotions  will  be  more  fre- 
quent. New-England  has  never  been  vifited 
with  deftrudive  earthquakes  ;  but  more  {liocks 
have  been  obfervcd  in  its  northern  than  in  its 
fouthern  parts.  After  the  great  ihocks  in 
1 727  and  1 755,  which  were  perceived  through 
a  great  part  of  the  continent,  fmaller  lliocks 
were  more  frequent  in  New-Hampihire  than 
at  Bofton.  From  1755  to  1774,  fcarcely  a 
year  pafTed  without  fome  repetition  ;  from 
that  time  to  1783,  none  were  obierved  ;  and 
there  have  been  but  two  or  three  (incc. 

Several  phenomena  refpeding  the  larger 
mountains,  afford  matter  of  amul'ement ;  and 
fome  are  of  real  ufe.  People  who  live  near 
them,  humourouflv  flvle  the  mountains  their 
almanack,  bccaufe,by  the  afcent  and  attradlion 
of  vapors,  they  can  form  a  judgment  of  the 
weather.  If  a  cloud  is  attrad:ed  by  a  moun- 
tain, and  hovers  on  its  top,  they  predi(5l  rain; 
and  if  after  rain,  the  mountain  continues  cap- 
ped, they  expcdl:  a  repetition  of  Ihowers.  A 
florm  is  preceded  for  fcveral  hours,  by  a  roaring 
of  the  mountain,  'V.hich  may  be  heard  ten  or 
twelve  miles.  This  is  frequently  obferved  by 
people  who  live  near  the  grand  Monadnock. 
It  is  alfo  faid,  that  \\  hen  there  is  a  perfect  calm 
on  the  louth  fide,  there  is  fometimes  a  furious 

wind 
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wind  on  the  north,  which  drives  the  fnow, 
fo  that  it  is  feen  whirhng  far  above  the  trees. -f* 
The  town  of  Moultonborough  hes  under 
the  S.  W.  fide  of  the  great  OlTapy  mountain; 
and  it  is  there  obferved,  that  in  a  N.  E,  ftorm, 

*  the  wind  falls  over  the  mountain,  like  water 

*  over  a  dam ;    and  with  fuch  a  force  as  fre- 

*  quently  to  unroof  the  houfes.'J 

The  altitude  of  this  mountain,  has  not  been 
afcertained ;  but  that  of  the  grand  Monadnock 
was  meafured  in  1780,  by  James  Winthrop, 
Efq.  by  means  of  a  barometer,  and  the  table 
of  correfponding  heights,  in  Martin's  Fhilofo- 
fhia  Britanica,^  At  the  bafe,  on  the  north 
/ide,  the  barometer  being  at  28,4,  gave  an  ele- 
vation of  I  395  feet.  At  the  upper  edge  of 
the  wood, it  was  at  27,0,  which  denoted  2682 
i^tt  j  and  at  the  higheil:  point  of  the  rock,  26,4, 
"which  announced  an  elevation  of  3254  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

The  bafe  of  this  mountain  is  about  five  miles 
in  diameter,  from  north  to  fouth  j  and  about 
three,  from  eafl  to  weft.  Its  fummit  is  a  bald 
rock ;  on  fome  parts  of  it  are  large  piles  of 
broken  rocks  ;  and  on  the  fides  are  fome  ap- 
pearances of  the  explofion  of  fubterraneous 
Sres. 

A  fimilar  phenomenon  has  been  obferved 
en  a  mountain,  in  the  townfliip  of  Chefter^ 

field, 
"fAinfworth's  MS.  letter.  +Shavr'3  MS. letter.  §  Vol. II. p. 13a, 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.       37 

field,  adjoining  Connecfticut  river,  called  Weft 
river  mountain.  About  the  year  1730,  the 
garrifon  of  Fort  Dummer,  diftant  four  miles, 
was  alarmed  with  frequent  explofions,  and 
with  columns  of  fire  and  fmoke,  emitted  from 
the  mountain.  The  like  appearances  have  been 
obferved  at  various  times  lince  ;  particularly, 
one  in  1752,  was  the  moft  violent  of  any. 
There  are  two  places,  where  the  rocks  bear 
marks  of  having  been  heated  and  calcined.  A 
company  of  perfons  having  conceived  a  notion 
ot  precious  metals  being  contained  in  this 
mountain,  have  penetrated  it  in  various  direc- 
tions ;  and  have  found  further  evidences  of  in- 
ternal fires ;  particularly  a  large  quantity  of 
fcor/'a',  in  fome  parts  loofe,  in  others  adhering 
to  the  rocks.  The  only  valuable  elTecl  of 
their  indullry,  is  the  difcovery  of  a  fine,  foft, 
yellow  earth,  which  when  burned,  is  changed 
into  a  brown  pigment  ;  and  another  of  the 
colour  of  the  peach  blofTom.  There  is  alfo 
obferved  on  the  earth,  which  has  been  thrown 
out,  a  white  incruftation,  which  has  the  taile 
of  nitre.  The  top  of  the  mountain  is  an  area, 
of  about  twenty  rods  fquare,  which  is  hollow  ; 
and  in  a  wet  feafon,  is  filled  with  water,  as  is 
common  on  the  tops  of  mountains ;  but  there 
is  no  appearance  of  fuch  a  crater  as  is  peculiar 
to  volcanos.  Under  the  mountain,  are  many 
fragments  of  rock,  v.hich  have  fallen  from  it; 

but 
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but  whether  by  explofions,  or  any  other  con-' 
VLilfions,  or  by  force  of  the  froft,  cannot  be 
afcertained.  An  account  of  thefe  appearances 
was  fent  to  the  Academy  of  arts  and  fciences, 
by  the  late  Daniel  Jones,  Efq.  of  Hinfdale.-j" 
Since  which,  it  is  faid,  that  the  noife  has  been 
aorain  heard ;  but  in  a  late  vifit  to  the  moun- 
tain,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  no  fign  of  any 
recent  explofi on,  could  be  difcovered  ;  nor  can 
any  thing  be  added  to  what  Mr.  Jones  has 
written  on  the  fubject.J 

i  Memoirs,  Vol.  I,  p.  312.    +  Gay's  MS. letter,  Oct.  29, 1790. 
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CHAP.       IV. 

Particular  Defer ip lion  of  the  White  Moufi tains, 

FROM  theearlieflfettlemcnt  of  the  country, 
the  White  mountains  have  attra<5ted  the 
attention  of  all  forts  of  perfons.  They  are  un- 
doubtedly the  higheft  land  in  New-England, 
and  in  clear  weather,  are  difcovered  before  any 
other  land,  bv  vefTels  cominir  in  to  the  eaflern 
coaft  ;  but  by  reafon  of  their  white  appear- 
ance, arc  frequently  miftaken  for  clouds.  They 
are  vifible  on  the  land  at  the  diftance  of  eighty 
miles,  on  the  fouth  and  foutheaft  fides ;  they 
appear  higher  when  viewed  from  the  north- 
call,  and  it  is  faid,  they  are  feen  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Chamble  and  Quebec.  The  In- 
dians gave  them  the  name  of  Agiocochook  : 
They  had  a  very  ancient  tradition  that  their 
country  was  once  drowned,  with  all  its  inhab- 
itants, except  one  Powaw  and  his  wife,  who, 
forefeeing  the  flood,  fled  to  thefe  mountains, 
where  they  were  preferved,  and  that  from  them 
the  country  was  re-peopled.;};  They  had  a  fu- 
perfiitious  veneration  for  the  fummit,  as  the 
habitation  of  inviflble  beings  ;  they  never  ven- 
tured to  afccnd  it,  and  ahvays  endeavoured  to 
diffuade  every  one  from  the  attempt.     From 

them 

X  JclTclyr.'s  voyagcto  Ncw-Enjland,  p.  J  35. 
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them,  and  the  captives,  whom  they  fometimes 
led  to  Canada,  through  the  palles  of  thefe 
mountains,  many  fictions  have  been  propagat- 
ed, which  have  given  rife  to  marvellous  and 
incredible  ftories  ;  particularly,  it  has  been 
V  reported,  that  at  immenfe  and  inacccffible 
•'heights,  there  have  been  feen  carbuncles, 
which  are  fuppofed  to  appear  luminous  in  the 
night.  Some  writers,  who  have  attempted  to 
give  an  account  of  thefe  mountains,  have  af- 
cribed  the  whitenefs  of  them,  to  Ihining  rocks, 
or  a  kind  of  white  mofs  ;  and  the  higheft  fum- 
mit  has  been  deemed  inacceflible,  on  account 
of  the  extreme  cold,  which  threatens  to  freeze 
the  traveller,  in  the  midfl  of  fummer. 

Nature  has,  indeed,  in  that  region,  formed 
hcr  works  on  a  large  fcale,  and  prefented  to 
view,  many  objed:s  which  do  not  ordinarily 
occur.  A  perfon  who  is  unacquainted  with 
a  mountainous  country,  cannot,  upon  his  firft 
coming  into  it,  make  an  adequate  judgment  of 
heights  and  diftances  j  he  will  imagine  every 
thing  to  be  nearer  and  lefs  than  it  really  is, 
Until,  by  experience,  he  learns  to  corred;  his  ap- 
prehenfions,  and  accommodate  his  eye  to  the 
magnitude  and  fituation  of  the  objeds  around 
him.  When  amazement  is  excited  by  the 
grandeur  and  fublimity  of  the  fcenes  prefented 
to  view,  it  is  neceffary  to  curb  the  imagi- 
nation, and  exercife  judgment  with  math- 
ematical 
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ematical  prccifion  ;   or  the  temptation  to  ro- 
mance will  be  invincible. 

The  White  mountains  are  the  mofl:  elevat- 
ed part  of  a  ridge,  which  extends  N.  E.  and 
S.  W.  to  an  immenfe  diltance*  The  area  of 
their  bafe,  is  an  irregular  figure,  the  whole 
circuit  of  which,  is  not  lefs  than  fixty  miles. 
The  number  of  fummits  within  this  area, 
cannot  at  prefent  be  afcertained,  the  country 
round  them  being  a  thick  wildernefs.  The 
greatcft  number  which  can  be  feen  at  once,  is 
at  Dartmouth,  on  the  N.  W.  fide,  where 
feven  fummits  appear  at  one  view,  of  which 
four  are  bald.  Of  thcfe,  the  three  higheft  are 
the  moft  difkant,  being  on  the  eaftern  fide  of 
the  clufler ;  one  of  thcfe  is  the  mountain  which 
makes  fo  majeftic  an  appearance  all  along  the 
fhore  of  the  eaftern  counties  of  Mafiachufetts : 
It  has  lately  been  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name   of  Mount  WA  SHINGTO  N. 

To  arrive  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain,  there 
is  a  continual  afcent  of  twelve  miles,  from  the 
plain  of  Pigwacket,  which  brings  the  traveller 
to  the  height  of  land,  between  Saco  and  Ama- 
rifcoggin  rivers.  At  this  height  there  is  a  lev- 
el ot  about  a  mile  Iquare,  part  of  which  is  a 
meadow,  formerly  a  beaver  pond,  with  a  dam 
at  each  end.  Here,  though  elevated  more  than 
three  thoufand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea, 
the  traveller  finds  hin^ifcif  in  a  deep  valley. 
D  On 
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On  the  eaft  is  a  fteep  mountain,  out  of  which 
ilTue  feveral  fprings,  one  of  which  is  the  foun- 
tain of  Elhs  river,  a  branch  of  Saco,  which 
runs  fouth ;  another,  of  Peabody  river,  a 
branch  of  Amarifcoggin,  which  runs  north. 
From  this  meadow,  toward  the  weft,  there  is 
an  uninterrupted  afcent,  on  a  ridge,  between 
two  deep  gullies,  to  the  fummit  of  Mount 
Walhington. 

The  lower  part  of  the  mountain  is  fhaded 
by  a  thick  growth  of  fpruce  and  fir.  The  fur- 
face  is  compofed  of  rocks,  covered  with  very 
long  green  mofs,  which  extends  from  one 
rock  to  another,  and  is ,  in  many  places,  fo  thick 
and  flrong,  as  to  bear  a  man's  weight.  This 
immenfe  bed  of  mofs,  ferves  as  a  fponge,  to 
retain  the  m^oiflure  brought  by  the  clouds  and 
vapours,  which  are  frequently  rifing  and  gath- 
ering round  the  mountains ;  the  thick  growth 
of  wood,  prevents  the  rays  of  the  fun  from 
penetrating  to  exhale  it ;  fo  that  there  is  a 
conftant  fupply  of  water  depofited  in  the  crev- 
ices of  the  rocks,  and  ilTuing  in  the  form  of 
fprings,  from  everj,^  part  of  the  mountain. 

The  rocks  which  compofe  the  furface  of 
the  mountain,  are,  in  fome  parts,  flate,  in  oth- 
ers, flint ;  fome  fpccimens  of  rock  chryflal 
have  been  found,  but  ot  no  great  value.  No 
lime  ftonc  has  yet  been  diicovcred,  though  the 
moft  likely  rocks  have  been  tried  with  aqua- 
fortis. 
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fortis.  There  is  one  precipice,  on  the  eaftern 
lide,  not  only  completely  perpendicular,  but 
compofed  of  fquare  (tones,  as  regular  as  a 
piece  of  mafonry  ;  it  is  about  five  feet  high, 
and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  in  length.  The 
uppermofl:  rocks  of  the  mountain,  are  the  com- 
mon quartz,  of  a  dark  grey  colour;  when 
broken,  they  fliew  very  fmall  fhining  fpecks, 
but  there  is  no  fuch  appearance  on  the  exterior 
part.  The  eaftern  fide  of  the  mountain,  rifes 
in  an  angle  of  45  degrees,  and  requires  fix  or 
feven  hours  of  hard  labour  to  afcend  it.  Ma- 
ny of  the  precipices  are  fo  fteep,  as  to  oblige 
the  traveller  to  ufe  his  hands,  as  well  as  feet, 
and  to  hold  by  the  trees,  which  diminifli  in 
fize,  till  they  degenerate  to  flirubs  and  bufh- 
es ;  above  thcfe,  are  low  vines,  fome  bearing 
red,  and  others  blue  berries,  and  the  upper- 
moft  vegetation  is  a  fpecies  of  grafs,  called 
winter-grafs,  mixed  with  the  mofs  of  the 
rocks.*  Having 

*  '  At  the  bafc  of  the  fummit  of  Mount  Wafhington,  the 

*  limits  of  vegetation  may  with  propriety  be  fixed.    There  are 

*  indeed,  on  lome  of  the  rOcks,  even  to  their  apices,  fcattered 
'  fpecks  of  a  moffy  appearance ;  but  I  conceive  them  to  be 
'  extraneous  fuhflances,  accidentally  adhering  to  the  rocks, 
'  for  I  could  not  difcover,  with  my  botanical  microfcope,any 
'  part  of  that  plant  regularly  fonned.     The  limits  of  vcgeta- 

*  tion  at  the  bafc  of  this  fummit,  are  as  well  defined  as  that 
'  between  the  woods  and  the  bald  or  mofly  part.  So  flriking 
'  is  the  appearance,  that  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  the  mind 
'  is  imprclfcd  wilh  an  idea,  that  vegetation  extends  no  farther 

D  z  '•  than 
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Having  furmounted  the  upper  and  fteepefl: 
precipice,  there  is  a  large  area,  called  the  plain. 
It  is  a  dry  heath,  compofed  of  rocks  covered 
Vvitli  mofs,  and  bearing  the  appearance  of  a 
pafturc,  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  feafon. 
In  fome  openings,  between  the  rocks,  there  are 
fprings  of  water,  in  others,  dry  gravel.  Here 
the  grous  or  heath  bird  reforts,  and  is  general- 
ly out  of  danger ;  fevcral  of  them  were  Ihot 

by 

'  than  a  line,  as  •well  defined  as  t!ic  penumbra  and  fhadow,  in 
'  a  lunar  ecliple.  The  ftones  I  have  by  me,  from  the  fummit, 
'  have  not  the  fmallefl  appearance  of  mofs  upon  them. 

'There  is  evidently  the  appearance  of  three  zones — t,ths 
'  woods^-2,  the  bald moffy  part — 3.  the  part  above  vegetation. 
'  The  fame  appearance  has  been  obfcrved  on  the  Alps,  and  all 
'  other  high  mountains. 

'  I  recollcft  no  grafs  on  the  plain.  The  fpaccs  between  the 
'  rocks  in  the  fecond  zone,  and  on  the  plain,  are  filled  with 
'  fpruce  and  fir,  which,  perhaps,  liavc  been  growing  ever  fincc 
'  the  creation,  andyet  many  of  them  have  not  attained  a  great- 
'  er  height  than  three  or  four  inches,  but  their  fpreading  tops 
'  are  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  as  to  fupport  the  weight  of  a  man, 
'  without  yielding  in  the  fmallcll  degree.  The  fnows  and 
'  winds  keeping  the  furface  even  with  the  general  furface  of 
'  the  rocks.  In  many  places,  on  tlie  fides,  we  could  get  glades 
'  of  this  growth,  fome  rods  in  extent,  when  we  could,  by  fit- 
'  tincr  down  on  our  feet,  fiide  the  wl^olc  length.  The  tops  of 
'  the  (Trowth  of  wood  were  fo  tliick  and  firm,  as  to  bear  us 
'  currently,  a  confidcrable  difhance,  before  we  arrived  at  the 
*  utmoft  boundaries,  which  v/cre  aimofl  as  well  defined  as  the 
'  water  on  the  fliore  of  a  pond.  The  tons  of  the  wood,  had 
'  th.e  appearanccof  havingbcen  Tnorn  off,  exhibiting  a  fmooth 
'  furface,  from  their  upper  limits,  to  a  great  diftance  down 
■  the  mountain.' 

MS.  of  Dr.  CulUr. 
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by  fome  travellers   in  Odober,    1774.     The 
extent  of  this  plain  is  uncertain  ;  from  the  eajft- 
ern  fide,  to  the  foot  of  the  pinnacle,  or  fugar- 
loaf,  it  is  nearly  level,  and  it  may  be  walked 
over  in  lefs  than  an  hour.     The  fugar  loaf,  is 
a  pyramidal   heap  of  grey  rocks,  which,  in 
ibme  places,  are  formed  like  winding  fteps. 
This  pinnacle  has  heen  afcended  in   one  hour 
and  a  half.     The  traveller  having  gained   the 
fummit,  is  rceompenfed  for  his  toil,  if  the  (ley 
be   ferene,    with   a  moft  noble  and  extenfive 
profped".     On  the  S.  E.  fide,  there  is  a  view 
of  the    Atlantic  ocean,   the   neareft  part  of 
which,  is  fixty-five  miles,  in  a  direct  line.    On 
the  W.  and  N.  the  profpecH:  is  bounded  bv  the 
high  lands,  which  feparate  the  waters  of  Con- 
nediicut     and    Amarifcoooin      rivers,    from 
thofe  of  Lake  Champlain  and  St.  Lawrence. 
On  the  fouth,  it  extends  to  the  fouthernmoft 
mountains  of  New-Hamplhire,  comprehend- 
ing a  view   of  the  Lake  Winipifeogee.      On 
every  fide  of  thcfe  mountains,  are  long  wind- 
ing gullies,  beginning  at  the  precipice  below 
the  plain,  and  deepening  in  the  dcfcent.     In 
winter,  the  fnow  lodges  in  thefc  gullies  ,•  snd 
being  driven,  by  the  N.  W.  and  N.  E.  wind, 
from  the  top,  is  deepefl:  in  thofe  which  are  fit- 
uated  on  the  foutherly  fide.     It  is  obferved  to 
lie  longer  in  the  fpring  on  the  fouth,  than  on 
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the  N.  W.  fide,  which  is  the  cafe  with  many 
other  hills  in  New-Hampfhire. 

A  ranging  company,  who  afcended  the  high- 
eft  mountain,  on  the  N.  W.  part,  April  29th, 
1725,  found  the  fnow  four  feet  deep  on  .that 
iide  ;  the  fummit  was  almoft  bare  of  fnow, 
though  covered  with  white  frofi:  and  ice,  and 
a  fmall  pond  of  water,  near  the  top,  was  hard 
frozen. 

In  1774,  fome  men,  who  wxre  making  a 
road  through  the  eaftern  pafs  of  the  mountains, 
afcended  the  mountain,  to  the  fummit,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  and  on  the  fouth  iide,  in  one  of 
the  deep  gullies,  found  a  body  of  fnow  thir- 
teen feet  deep,  and  fo  hard  as  to  bear  them. 
On  the  1 9th  of  the  fune  month,  fome  of  the 
fame  party  afcended  again,  and  in  the  fame 
fpot,  the  fnow  was  five  feet  deep.  In  the  firft 
week  of  September,  1783,  two  men,  who  at- 
tempted to  afcend  the  mountain,  found  the 
bald  top  fo  covered  with  fnow  and  ice,  then 
newly  formed,  that  they  could  not  reach  the 
fummit  ;  but  this  does  not  happen  every  year 
ih  foon  j  for  the  mountain  has  been  afcended 
as  late  as  the  firll:  week  in  October,  when  no 
fnow  was  upon  it ;  and  though  the  mountains 
begin  to  be  covered,  at  tim.cs,  with  fnow,  as 
early  as  September,  yet  it  goes  off  again,  and 
feldom  gets  fixed  till  the  end  of  Odober,  or 
the  beginning  of  November  ;  but  from  that 

tima 
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time  it  remains  till  July.*  In  the  year  1784, 
fnow  was  feen  on  the  fouth  iide  of  the  largeft 
mountain,  till  the  12th  of  July ;  in  1790,  it 
Jay  till  the  month  of  AugufI:. 

During  this  period,  of  nine  or  ten  months, 
the  mountains  exhibit  more  or  lefs  of  that 
bright  appearance,  from  which  they  are  de- 
nominated white.  In  the  fpring,  when  the 
fnow  is  partly  diffolved,  they  appear  of  a  pale 
blue,  ftreaked  with  white  ;  and  after  it  is  whol- 
ly gone,  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  miles,  they  are 
altogether  of  the  fmie  pale  blue,  nearly  ap- 
proaching a  fky  colour  ;  while  at  the  fame 
time,  viewed  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  or 

lefs, 

*The  following  is  a  journal  of  the  appearancesof  the  moun- 
tain, in  the  autumnal  months  of  1784,  obferved  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Haven,  of  Rochcflcr,  whofe  houfc  is  in  plain  view  of  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  mountain,  diftant  about  fixty  miles. 
Sept.  17  and    18,  a  N.  E,  ftorm  of  rain. 
20,  Mountain  appeared  white. 
22,  Of  a  pale  blue. 
OSi.      3  and  4,  Rain,  fucceeded  by  froft. 
5,  Mountain  white. 

8,  Of  a  pale  blue. 

9,  White  at  the  wefl  end. 

10,  White  in  the  morning,  moft  part  blue  P.  M, 
22  and  24,  Blue. 

28,  White  at  the  wefl;  end,  the  reft  blue. 
Nov.     2,  A  fpot  of  white  at  the  weft  end. 

4,  Uniformly  white. 

5,  Very  white. 

From  this  time,  to  the  23d,  when  the  weather  was  clear 
enough  to  fee  fo  far,  the  lower  part  of  the  mountain  appear* 
cd  vciy  white ;  the  fummit  involved  in  fquallv  clotids, 
N,  B,  The  vofji  end  is  the  hi^htji  part. 
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lefs,  they  appear  of  the  proper  colour  of  the 
rock.  Thefe  changes  are  obferved  by  people 
who  live  within  conflant  view  of  them  ;  and 
from  thefe  facfts  and  obfervations,  it  may  with 
certainty  be  concluded,  that  the  whitenefs  of 
them  is  wholly  caufed  by  the  fnow,  and  not  by 
any  other  white  fubftance,  for  in  fad;,  there  is 
none.  There  are  indeed  in  the  fummer  months , 
fome  flreaks,  which  appear  brighter  than  other 
parts ;  but  thefe,  when  viewed  attentively  with 
a  telefcope,  are  plainly  difcerned  to  be  the  edg- 
es or  fides  of  the  long  deep  gullies,  enlightened 
by  the  fun,  and  the  dark  parts  are  the  Ihaded 
fides  of  the  fame  ;  in  the  courfe  of  a  day,  thefe 
fpots  may  be  fecn  to  vary,  according  to  the 
pofition  of  the  fun. 

A  conipany  of  gentlemen  vifited  thefe 
mountains  in  July,  1784,  with  a  view  to  make 
particular  obfervations  on  the  feveral  phenom- 
ena which  might  occur.  It  happened,  unfor- 
tunately, that  thick  clouds  covered  the  moun- 
tains almoft  the  w^hole  time,  fo  that  fome  of  the 
inftruments,  which,  with  much  labour,  they 
had  carried  up,  were  rendered  ufelefs.  Thefe 
were  a  fextant,  a  telefcope,  an  inftrument  for 
afcertaining  the  bearings  of  diftant  ob-. 
jecfts,  a  barometer,  a  thermometer  and  fev- 
eral others  for  different  purpofes.  In 
the  barometer,  the  mercury  ranged  at  22,6, 
and  the  thermometer  flood  at  44  degrees.  It 
was  their  intention  to  have  placed  one  of  each 
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at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  at  the  fame  tinie 
that  the  others  were  carried  to  the  top,  for  the 
piirpofc  of  making  correlponding  obfcrvations ; 
but  they  were  unhappily  broken  in  the  courfe 
of  the  journey,   through  the  rugged    roads 
and  thick  woods  ;   and  the  barometer,  which 
was  carried  to  the   fummit,  had  fuffcred  fo 
much  agitation,  that  an  allowance  was  necef- 
lary  to  be  made,  in  calculating  tlie  height  of 
the  mountain,  which  was  computed,  in  round 
numbers,  at  five   thoufind  and   five  hundred 
ket  above   the  meadow,  in  tlie  valley  below, 
and  nearly  ten  thoufand  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  fea.*     Tlicy  intended  to  have  made  a' geo- 
metrical menfii ration  of  the  altitude  ;   but  in 
the  meadow,   they  could  not  obtain  a  bafe  of 
lufiicicnt  length,  nor  fee  the  fummit  of  the 
fugar  loaf ;  and  in  another  place,  where  thefe 
inconveniences  were  removed,  the)^  were  pre- 
vented by  the  almofl  continual  obfcuration  of 
tiie  mountains,  by  clouds. 

Their  exercifc,  in  afccnding  the  mountain, 
was  fo  violent,  that  Vvhen  Doctor  Cutler,  who 
carried  the  thermometer,  took  it  out  of  his  bo- 
lom,  the  mercury  ftood  at  fever  heat,   but  it 

foon 

•^  Tliis  cc5r.put;i:ion  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ctitlcr. 
Sj'.bfcqijcr.t  obfcrvations  and  culc-ulatlons  hiivc  ii.duccd  the 
author  to  believe  the  computation  of  his  ingenious  friend  too 
moderate,  and  he.  is  pcrfuaded,  that  wlirncvcr  the  mountain 
fan  be  mcafured  with  tlie  rcquifitc  precision,  it  will  be  found 
to  exceed  ten  thoufand  feet,  of  perpendicular  altitude,  above 
the  level  of  the  ocean,    . 
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foon  fell  to  44° ,  and  by  the  time  that  he  had 
adjufted  his  barometer  and  thermometer,  the 
cold  had  nearly  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his 
fingers.  On  the  uppermofl  rock,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Little  began  to  engrave  the  letters  N.  H. 
but  was  fo  chilled  with  the  cold,  that  he  gave 
the  inftrumcnts  to  Col.  Whipple,  who  finillied 
the  letters.  Under  a  ftone,  they  left  a  plate 
of  lead,  on  which  their  names  were  engraven. 
The  fun  flione  clear  while  they  were  paffing 
over  the  plain,  but  immediately  after  their  ar- 
rival at  the  higheft  fummit,  they  had  the  mor- 
tification to  be  inveloped  in  a  denfe  cloud, 
which  came  up  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  moun- 
tain. This  unfortunate  circumflance,  prevent- 
ed their  making  any  farther  ufe  of  their  in- 
ftruments.  Being  thus  involved,  as  they  were 
defcending  from  the  plain,  in  one  of  the  long, 
deep  gullies,  not  being  able  to  fee  to  the  bot- 
tom, on  a  fudden,  their  pilot  flipped,  and  was 
gone  out  of  fight,  though  happily ,  without  any 
other  damage,  than  tearing  his  clothes.  This 
accident  obliged  them  to  ftop.  When  they 
turned  their  eyes  upward ,  they  were  aftonifli- 
ed  at  the  immcnfe  depth  and  ileepnefs  of  the 
place,  which  they  had  defcended  by  fixing 
their  heels  on  the  prominent  parts  of  the  rock, 
and  found  it  impracticable  to  reafcend  the 
fame  way  ;  but  having  difcovered  a  winding 
gully,  of  a  more  gradual  afccnt,  in  this  they 

got 
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got  up  to  the  plain,  and  then  came  down  on 
the  eaflern  fide  ;  this  deep  gully,  was  on  the 
S.  E.  From  thcfe  circumftances,  it  may  be 
inferred,  that  it  is  more  practicable  and  fafe, 
to  afcend  or  defccnd  on  the  ridges,  than  in  the 
gullies  of  the  mountain. 

Thefe  vail:  and  irregular  heights,  being  co- 
pioufly  replenilhed  with  water,  exhibit  a  great 
variety  of  beautiful  cafcades  ;  fome  of  which, 
fall  in  a  perpendicular  fliect  or  fpout,  others 
are  winding  and  doping,  others  fpread,  and 
form  a  bafon  in  the  rock,  and  then  gulli  in  a 
catarad:  over  its  edge.  A  poetic  fancy  may 
find  full  o:ratification  amidft  thefe  wild  and  ru2:- 
ged  fcenes,  if  its  ardor  be  not  checked  by  the 
fatigue  of  the  approach.  Almoft  eveiy  thing 
in  nature,  which  can  be  fuppofcd  capable  of 
infpiring  ideas  of  the  fublime  and  beautiful,  is 
here  realized.  Aged  mountains,  ftupendous 
elevations,  rolling  clouds,  impending  rocks, 
verdant  woods,  chryllal  flreams,  the  gentle 
rill,  and  the  roaring  torrent,  all  confpire  to 
amaze,  to  foothe  and  to  enrapture. 

On  the  wcftern  part  of  thefe  mountains  is 
a  pafs,  commonly  called  the  notch,  which,  in 
the  narroweft  part,  meafures  but  twenty-two 
feet,  between  two  perpendicular  rocks.  From 
the  height  above  it,  a  brook  defcends,  and 
meanders  through  a  meadow,  formerly  a  beav- 
er pond.     It  is  furroundcd  by  rocks,  which, 

on 
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on  one  fide,  are  perpendicular,  and  on  the  oth- 
ers, rife  in  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees — a 
ftrikingly  picturefque  fcene  !   This  defile  was 
known  to  the  Indians,  who  formerly  led  their 
captives  through  it  to  Canada  ;  but  it  had  been 
forgotten  or  neglected,  till  the  year  1 77 1 ,  when 
two  hunters  palled  through  it,  and  from  their 
report,  the  proprietors  of  lands,  on  the  north- 
ern parts  of  Connedicut    river,    formed  the 
plan  of  a  road  through  it,  to  the  upper  Cohos, 
from   which  it  is   diftant  twenty-five  miles. 
Along  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  meadow,  under 
the  perpendicular  rock,  is  a  cau.feway,  of  large 
logs,  funk  into  the  mud  by  rocks,  blown  with 
gunpowder,    from   the   mountain.      On   this 
foundation,  is  confl:ru6ted  a  road,  which  pafTes 
through  the  narrow^  defile,  at  the  fouth  end  of 
the  m.eadow,  leaving  a  pafTage  for  the  rivulet, 
which  o:lides  zloncr  the  weftern  fide.     This 
rivulet,  is  the  head  of  the  river  Saco  ;  and  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  meadow,  at  a  little  dif- 
tance,  is  another  brook,  which  is  the  head  of 
Amonoofuck,   a  large  branch  of  Connecticut 
river.  The  latitude  of  this  place,  is  44.°  I2^N. 
The  rivulet,  which  gives  rife  to  Saco,  de- 
fcends  toward  the   fouth  ;   and  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  the  defile,  its  waters  are  augmented 
by  two  ftreams  from  tlie  left,  one  of  which 
defcends  in  a  trench  of  two  feet  wide,  and  is 
tailed  the  flume,  from  the  near  fcfemblance 

which 
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which  it  bears  to  an  artifical  flume.  Over  thefc 
are  thrown  ftrong  bridges  ;  and  the  whole 
confl:rud:ion  of  this  road,  is  firm  and  durable  ; 
much  labour  has  been  expended  upon  it,  and  the 
neat  proceeds  of  a  confifcated  eftate,  were  ap- 
plied, to  defray  the  expenfe.  In  the  defcent, 
the  pafs  widens,  and  the  ftream  increafes ;  but 
for  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the  notch,  the 
mountains  on  each  fide  are  fo  near,  as  to  leave 
room  only  for  the  river  and  its  intervales  ; 
which  are  not  more  than  half  a  mile  wide. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  defcent,  fcveral  curious 
objedls  prefent  themfelvcs  to  view.  On  the 
fide  of  one  mountain,  is  a  projedtion,  refcmb- 
ling  a  Ihelf,  on  which  fiand  four  large  fquare 
rocks,  in  a  form  refcmbling  as  many  huge  fo- 
lio volumes.  In  two  or  three  places,  at  im- 
menfe  heights,  and  perfedly  inacceffible,  ap- 
pear rocks,  of  a  white  and  red  hue,  the  furface 
of  which  is  poliflied,  like  a  mirror,  by  the 
confiant  tricklins^  of  water  over  them.  Thefe 
being  expofed  to  the  weft  and  fouth,  are  capa- 
ble, in  the  night,  of  refled:ing  the  moon  and 
ftar  beams  to  the  wondering  traveller  in  the 
deep,  dark  valley  below,  and  by  the  help  of 
imagination,  are  fufficicnt  to  give  rife  to  the 
fi(5tion  of  carbuncles. 

To  encompafs  thefe  mountains  as  the  roads 
are  laid  out,  through  the  eaftern  and  weftern 
pafi^es,   and  round  the  northern   fide  of  the 

whole 
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whole  clufler,  it  is  neceflary  to  travel  more 
than  feventy  miles,  and  to  ford  eight  confid- 
crabie  rivers,  befide  many  fmaller  ftreams. 
The  diflance  between  the  heads  of  rivers, 
which  purfue  fuch  different  courfes,  from  this 
immenfe  elevation,  and  which  fall  into  the  fea, 
fo  many  hundred  miles  afunder,  is  fo  fmall, 
that  a  traveller  may,  in  the  courfe  of  one  day, 
drink  the  waters,  of  Sacb,  Amarifcoggin  and 
Connedlicut  rivers.  Thefe  waters  are  all  per- 
fed:ly  limpid  and  fweet,  excepting  one  brook, 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Mount  Wafhington, 
which  has  a  faponaceous  tafte,  and  is  covered 
with  a  very  thick  and  ftrong  froth.  It  is  faid, 
that  there  is  a  part  of  the  mountain  where  the 
magnetic  needle  refufes  to  traverfe ;  this  is 
probably  caufed  by  a  body  of  iron  ore.  It  is 
alfo  faid,  that  a  mineral,  fuppofed  to  be  lead, 
has  been  difcovered,  near  the  eaftern  pafs  ;  but 
ihat  the  fpot  cannot  now  be  found.  What 
ftores  the  bowels  of  the  mountains  contain, 
time  muft  unfold ;  all  fearches  for  fubterrane- 
ous  treafures,  having  hitherto  proved  fruitlefs. 
The  mofl:  certain  riches  which  they  yield,  are 
the  frefhets,  which  bring  down  the  foil,  to  the 
intervales  below,  and  form  a  fine  mould,  pro- 
ducing, by  the  aid  of  cultivation,  corn  and 
herbage,  in  the  moll  luxuriant  plenty. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Rivers  and  other  Waters, 

NATURE  has  formed  llich  a  connec- 
tion between  mountains  and  rivers,  that 
in  defcribing  one,  we  are  unavoidably  led  to 
fpeak  of  the  other. 

New-Hampfliire  is  fo  fituated,  that  five  of 
the  largeft  rivers  in  New-England,  either  take 
their  rife  within  its  limits,  or  receive  much  of 
their  water  from  its  mountains.  Thefe  are 
the  Connedicut,  Amarifcoggin,  Saco,  Merri- 
mack and  Pafcataqua. 

Conncdticut  river  rifes  in  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, which  extends  northeaflcrly,  to  the  gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence.  It  has  been  furveycd,  about 
twenty-five  miles  beyond  the  forty-fifth  degree 
of  latitude,  to  the  fpring  head  of  its  north- 
weftcrn  branch.  This  river  extends,  on  the 
weftern  border  of  New-Kampfhirc,  about  one 
hundred  and  feventy  miles.  Its  general  courfe, 
for  the  firft  thirty  miles,  is  fouth ;  lor  the 
next  thirty,  fouthweft;  for  the  next  fifty, 
fouth-fouthwefl: ;  and  for  the  remainder  of 
its  courfe,  it  inclines  more  to  the  fouth  j  but 
there  are  numerous  fcrpentine  curves,  of  al- 
mofl:  every  direction,  in  the  extent  of  thefe  gen- 
eral 
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trii  lilies.  Belkies  many  llreams  of  Iti's 
note,  it  receives,  on  its  caftern  fide,  fevcn  verv 
confidcrablc  rivers;  upper  Amonoofuck,  Ilracl 
and  John's  rivers,  lever  Amonoofuck,  Sugar 
river,  Cold  river  and  Alhuelot,  all  which  orin:- 
inate  within  the  limits  of  New-Hampfliirc, 
on  the  weflern  part  of  the  height  of  land. 

Amarifcoggin  river,  rifes  near  the  end  of  the 
dividing  line,  between  New-Hampfhire  and 
the  old  Province  of  Maine.  The  lake  Umba- 
gog,  and  feveral  fmaller  ponds,  flow  into  it. 
From  that  lake,  the  river  runs  in  a  fouthern  di- 
rection, nearly  parallel  to  Connedicut  river, 
and  diflant  from  it,  about  twenty-five  miles ; 
but  it  is  deeper,  wider,  and  more  rapid.  In 
crofTmg  the  country,  from  Canada,  travellers 
have  palled  Connecticut  river,  thinking  it  on- 
ly a  brook, and  then  ftriking  on  Amarifcoggin, 
have  miflaken  it  for  Connecticut,  and  follow- 
ed its  courfe.  The  miftakc,  hov/ever,  may 
bedifcovered,  by  obferving,  that  after  thefe  riv- 
ers have  run  parallel  about  twenty  miles,  the 
inclination  of  Amarifcoggin,  is  to  the  eaft,  and 
of  Connedicut,  to  the  weft.  After  Amarif- 
coggin begins  to  take  an  eaflerly  dire6tion,  it 
foon  crolTes  the  line,  into  the  Province  of 
Maine,  and  having  watered  a  great  extent  of 
country,  in  which  many  new  townfliips  are 
now  fettling,  it  forms  a  junction  with  Kene- 
beck,  and  flows  into  the  fea  at  Sagadahock. 

The 
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The  head  of  Saco  river,  is  in  the  White 
mountains,  at  the  weftern  pafs,  commonly 
called  the  notch ;  near  which,  alfo,  riles  the 
lower  Amonoofuck,  which  runs  weflerly,  into 
Connediicut  river.  Saco  takes  a  foutherly  di- 
rection, down  the  mountain.  A  large  hranch 
of  it,  called  Ellis  river,  rifcs  at  the  eafternpafs 
of  the  mountains,  where  alfo  originates  Pea- 
body  river,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin.  The 
fountain  heads  of  thefe  two  rivers  are  fo  near, 
that  a  man  may  let  his  foot  in  one,  and  reach, 
with  his  hand,  to  the  other.  In  lefs  than  half  a 
mile,  fouthward  from  this  fountain,  a  large 
flream,  which  runs  down  the  highefl  of  the 
White  mountains,  falls  into  Ellis  river,  and  in 
about  the  fame  diflance  from  this,  another  falls 
from  the  lame  mountain  ;  the  former  of  thofe 
ftreams  is  Cutler's  river,  the  latter  New  river. 
The  New  river  firll:  made  its  appearance  dur- 
ing a  long  rain,  in  October,  1775.  It  bore 
down  many  rocks  and  trees,  forming  a  fcene 
of  ruin  for  a  long  courfe.  It  has  ever  fince 
been  a  conftant  llream,  and  where  it  falls  into 
Ellis  river,  prefents  to  view  a  noble  cafcade,  of 
about  one  hundred  feet,  above  which,  it  is  di- 
vided into  three  ftreams,  which  iffue  out  of  the 
bowels  of  the  mountain.  Several  other  branch- 
es of  Saco  river,  fail  from  different  parts  of 
this  immenfe  clufler  of  mountains,  and  unite 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  tlieir  fource, 
E  •  at 


58  HISTORY    OF 

at  the  plain  of  Pigwacket.  Thefe  ilreams 
have  a  lleep  defcent,  and  a  rapid  current,  and 
the  river  Saco  is  obferved  to  rife  and  over- 
flow very  fuddenly,  in  a  time  of  rain,  and  to 
fubfide  as  fuddenly,  after  the  rain  has  ceafed. 
It  palTes,  in  a  very  ferpentine  courfe,  through 
the  townfhip  of  Conway,  then  crofTes  the  line, 
into  Brownfield  and  Fryburg,  and  its  courfe 
from  thence  to  the  fea,  is  about  forty-five 
miles,  foutheafl:.  It  receives,  on  its  weftern 
fide,  two  rivers,  called  the  great  and  little  Of- 
fapy  j  the  former  of  which,  comes  from  a 
large  pond,  under  a  high  mountain,  both  of 
which  bear  the  fame  name  ;  the  latter  flows 
out  of  a  fmaller  pond,  on  the  divifion  line, 
and  falls  into  Saco  river,  about  nine  miles  be- 
low the  mouth  of  the  other.  In  fome  maps, 
the  lefTer  GlTapy  is  laid  down  as  a  branch  of 
the  greater,  but  they  are  two  diflindl  branches 
of  Saco  river. 

Merrimack  river  is  formed  by  the  conflu- 
ence of  PemigewaiTet  and  Winipifeogee  rivers  ; 
the  former  flows  from  the  eafl:ern  part  of  the 
ridge  called  the  height  of  land.  To  one 
branch  of  it,  Moofehelock  mountain  gives 
rife  J  another  comes  from  the  S.  W.  extremi- 
ty of  the  White  mountains,  and  a  third  from 
the  townfliip  of  Franconia.  The  general 
courfe  of  tliis  river,  from  its  fource,  is  fouth, 
about  fifiv  miles.     It  receives,  on  its  v/eftern 

fide. 
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fide,  Baker*s  river,  which  comes  from  the  height 
of  land,  a  ftream  from  New  Chefter  pond, 
and  another  called  Smith's  river,  befides  many 
fmaller  ones.  On  its  eaflern  fide,  it  receives 
a  ftream  from  Squam  ponds,  with  feveral  large 
and  fmall  brooks.  In  its  long  defcent  from 
the  mountains,  there  are  many  falls,  and  its 
banks,  in  fome  places,  are  very  fteep  and  rug- 
ged. Winipifcogee  river,  comes  from  the 
lake  of  that  name,  and  unites  its  waters  with 
PemigewafTet,  at  the  lower  end  of  Sanborn- 
town.  From  this  jund;ion,  the  confluent 
ftream  bears  the  name  of  Merrimack,  to  the 
fea.  It  receives,  on  its  weftern  fide,  before  it 
crolTes  the  boundary  line,  Blackwater,  Contoo- 
cook,  Pifcataquoag,  Souhegan  and  Naftiua  riv- 
ers. On  its  eaftern  lide,  it  receives  Bowcook, 
Suncook,  Cohas,  Beaver,  Spickct  and  Powow 
rivers.  It  runs  about  ninety  miles,  firft  in  a 
foutherly,  then  in  an  eafterly  direction,  and 
falls  into  the  fea  at  Newbury-Port. 

In  its  courfe  through  New-Hampfliirc,  it 
pafles  over  feveral  falls,  the  moft  beautiful  of 
which,  is  called  the  ifle  of  Hookfet,  but  the 
grandeft  is  Amuikeag.  Hookfet  is  about, 
eight  miles  below  the  town  of  Concord  j  the 
defcent  of  the  water  is  not  more  than  fifteen 
feet  perpendicular,  in  thirty  rods  ;  a  high  rock 
divides  the  ftream,  and  a  fmaller  rock  lies  be- 
tween that  and  the  weftern  fhore.  From  an 
E  2  eminence, 
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eminence,  on  the  weftern  fide,  there  is  a  de- 
lightful landfcape  j  the  water  above  and  below 
the  fall,  the  verdant  banks,  the  cultivated 
fields,  and  the  diftant  hills,  in  the  back  ground, 
form  a  pid:urefque  fcene,  which  relieves  the 
eye  of  the  traveller  from  the  dull  uniformity 
of  a  road  through  the  woods. 

Eight  miles  below  Hookfet,  lies  Amufl-Leag 
fall ;  it  confifts  of  three  large  pitches,  one  be- 
low the  other,  and  the  water  is  fuppofed  to 
fall  about  eighty  feet,  in  the  courfe  of  half  a 
mile.  The  river  here  is  fo  crooked,  that  the 
whole  of  the  fall  cannot  be  viewed  at  once  ; 
though  the  fpcond  pitch,  which  may  be  feen 
from  the  road,  on  the  wxftern  fide,  appears 
truly  majeflic.  In  the  middle  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  fall,  is  a  high,  rocky  ifland,  on 
fome  parts  of  which,  are  feveral  holes,  of  va- 
rious depths,  made  by  the  circular  motion  of 
fmall  ftones,  impelled  by  the  force  of  the  de- 
fcending  water.* 

At 

*  The  folIowiiTT  account  of  thefe  cavities,  was  formerly 
fent  to  the  royal  focicty,  and  printed  in  their  philofophical 
tranfaftions,  vol.  xxix.  p.  70. 

'  A  little  abov'e  one  of  the  falls  of  this  river,  at  a  place  call- 
ed Amuflceng,  is  a  huge  rock,  in  the  midft  of  the  ftream,  on 
the  top  of  which,  are  a  great  number  of  pits,  made  exaftly 
round,  like  barrels  or  hogfhcads  of  different  capacities,  fome 
of  which  arc  capable  of  holding  feveral  tuns.  The  natives 
know  notliing  of  the  making  of  lliem  ;  but  the  neighbouring 
Indians  ufed  to  hide  their  provifions  here,  in  the  wars  with 
the  iVIaquas,  affirming  that  God  had  cut  them  out  for  that 
p>irpofc  ;  but  they  fcc:n  plainly  to  be  artiJiciaL' 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.       6i 

At  Walpolc,  is  a  remarkable  fall,  in  Con- 
ne(fticut  river,*  formerly  known  by  the  name 
of  the  great  fall.  The  breadth  of  the  river, 
above  the  fall,  is  twenty-two  rods.  A  large 
rock  divides  the  flream  into  two  channels,  each 
about  ninety  feet  wide,  on  the  top  of  the  Ihelv- 
ing  bank.  When  the  water  is  low,  the  caft- 
ern  channel  appears  crofled,  by  a  bar  of  folid 
rock,  and  the  whole  ft  ream  falls  into  the  weft- 
ern  channel,  where  it  is  contracted  to  the 
breadth  ot  fixteen  feet,  and  flows  with  aflon- 
ifhing  rapidity  ;  but  the  depth  of  the  water  is 
not  known,  nor  has  the  perpendicular  height 
of  the  fall  been  afcertained.  There  are  feveral 
pitches,  one  above  another,  in  the  length  of 
half  a  mile,  the  largcfl:  of  which,  is  that  where 
the  rock  divides  the  ftream.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  velocity  of  the  current,  the  falmon  pafs 
up  this  fill,  and  are  taken  many  miles  above; 
but  the  Iliad  proceed  no  farther. 

In  the  rocks  of  this  fall,  are  many  cavities, 
like  thofe  at  Amufkeag,  fome  of  which  are  eigh- 
teen inches  wide,  and  from  two  to  four  feet  deep. 
On  the  ileep  iides  of  the  ifland  rock,  hang  fev- 
eral arm  chairs,  failcned  to  ladders,  and  fecur- 
cd  by  a  counterpoife,  in  which  fiiliermen  lit 
to  catch  filmon  and  fliad  with  dipping  nets. 

Over 

*  This  fall  has  been  dcfcribcd  in  the  mofl;  extravagant 
terms,  in  an  anonymous  publication,  entitled  •  the  Iliftorv  of 
Connefticut ;'  and  the  dcfcription  has  been  frequently  i\:tHiJ- 
cd  in  news  papers,  and  other  periodical  works. 
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Over  this  fall,  in  the  year  1785,  a  ftrong 
bridge  of  timber  was  conftrudled,  by  Col. 
Enoch  Hale.  Its  length  is  three  hundred  and 
fixty-five  feet,  and  it  is  fupported  in  the  mid- 
dle by  the  great  rock.  The  expenfe  of  it  was 
eight  hundred  pounds,  and  by  a  law  of  the 
State,  a  toll  is  collected  from  palTengers.  This 
is  the  only  bridge  acrofs  Connedlicut  river  ; 
but  it  is  in  contemplation  to  ered:  one,  thirty- 
fix  miles  above,  at  the  middle  bar  of  White 
river  fall ,  where  the  paiTage  for  the  water,  be- 
tween the  rocks,  is  about  one  hundred  feet 
w^de.  This  place,  is  in  the  townfliip  of  Leb- 
anon,  two  miles  below  Dartmouth  college. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  defcribe,  particular- 
ly, the  numerous  falls,  which,  in  the  moun- 
tainous parts  of  the  country,  exhibit  a  great 
variety  of  curious  appearances,  many  of  which 
have  been  reprefented  in  the  language  of  fic- 
tion and  romance.  But  there  is  one  in  Sal- 
mon-fall river,  which,  not  for  its  magnitude, 
but  for  its  fingularity,  deferves  notice.  It  is 
called  the  flume,  and  is  iituate  between  the 
townfhips  of  Rochefler  and  Lebanon.  The 
river  is  here  confined  between  two  rocks,  a- 
bout  twenty-five  feet  high  j  the  breadth,  at  the 
top  of  the  bank,  is  not  more  than  three  rods. 
I  once  vifited  this  place,  in  a  time  of  fevere 
drought  (September,  1782,)  when  the  flat 
rocks,  which  form  the  bed  of  the  river,  were 

moflily 
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moftly  dry.  The  flume  is  about  four  rods  in 
length,  and  its  breadth  is  various,  not  more 
in  any  part  tlian  two  feet  and  a  half,  and  in 
one  part,  fcarcely  an  hand  breadth  ;  but  here 
the  water  had  a  fubterraneous  palfagc. 

In  the  flat  rock,  are  divers  cavities,  hke 
thofe  abovemcntioncd  ;  fomc  of  them  are  cyl- 
indrical, and  others  globular  ;  all  of  them  con- 
tained a  quantity  of  fmall  fl:ones  and  gravel, 
and  in  one  ot  them  was  a  larire  turtle  and  fev- 

o 

eral  frogs.  The  dimenfions  of  five  of  thefc 
holes,  were  as  follows  : 

Diameters  in  Depth  in 

feet  &  inches.  feet  6c  inches. 

7 (j^//<^^  "dnthjiones . ) 


3 3- 

I 3  4- 

I 3- 


4  .  .       \ 4 

The  largcft  of  thefe  cavities,  is  conliderably 

higher  than  where  the  water  now  flows,  un- 

lels  in  a  great  frefliet. 

From  a   feries   of  obfervations,   made  by 

James  Winthrop,  Efq.  on  the  rivers  of  New- 

Hampfhire  and  Vermont,  he  deduces  this  con- 

clufion,   *  that  the   defcent  of  our  rivers,  is 

*  much  lefs  than  European  theorifts  have  fup- 

*  pofed  to  be  necelTary  to  give  a  current  to  wat- 

*  er.     In  the  laft  hundred  and  {{[ty  mJles  of 

*  Connecticut  river,  it  dcfcends  not  more  than 

*  two 
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*  two  feet  in  a  mile.     Onion  river,  for  forty- 

*  three  miles  from  its  mouth,  falls  four  feet  in 
'  a  mile,  and  is  exceedingly  rapid  between  the 

*  cataracts.   We  may  reckon  the  fhore  at  Que- 

*  bee,  to  be  at  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  two 
'  hundred  miles  from  that  part  of  lake  Cham- 

*  plain,  where  the  current  begins.     The  dif- 

*  ference  of  elevation,  will  be  three  hundred 

*  and    forty-two   feet,  or  twenty  inches  to  a 

*  mile.     If  we  extend  our   comparifon  from 

*  Quebec,  to  the  top  of  the  Green  mountains, 

*  at  Williamfton,  the   elevation  will  be  one 

*  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  lixty-fix  feet,  and 
'  the  dillancc,  about  three  hundred  and  twenty 

*  miles  j  which  is  five  feet  two  inches  and  a 
'  half  to  a  mile.'* 

It  is  a  work  of  great  curiolity,  but  attended 
with  much  fatigue,  to  trace  rivers  up  to  their 
fources,  and  obferve  the  uniting  of  fprings 
and  rivulets,  to  form  thofe  ilreams  which  are 
dignified  by  majeftic  names,  and  have  been  re- 
vered as  Deities  by  favage  and  fuperftitious 
people.  Rivers  originate  in  mountains,  and 
find  their  way  through  the  crevices  of  rocks,  to 
the  plains  below,  where  they  glide  through 
natural  meadows,  often  oversowing  them 
with  their  freihets,  bringing  down,  from  the 
upper  grounds,  a  fat  flime,  and  depoiiting  it 
on  the  lower,  which  renews  and  fertilizes  the 

foil, 

*  MS.  letter  of  James  Winthrop,  Efq. 
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foil,  and   renders   thefe   intervale   lands    ex- 
tremely valuable,  as  no  other  manure  is  need- 
ed on  them  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture. 
It  has  been  alTerted,  that*  '  rivers  run  in  a 

*  more  dire<ft  channel,    as   they  immediately 

*  leave  their  fourccs  ;    that   their    linuofities 

*  and  turnings  become  more  numerous  as  they 

*  proceed ;  that  it    is    a  certain   fign    among 

*  the  natives   of  America,  that  they  are  near 

*  the  fea,  when  they  find   the  rivers   winding 

*  and  changing  their  diredion,  and  that  this  is 

*  even   now  become  an  indication  to  the  Eu- 

*  ropeans  themfelves  in  their  journies  through 

*  thefe  tracklefs  forefts.*  It  is  amufing  to 
obferve  how  the  European  writers,  in  their 
accounts  ot  America,  entertain  themlelvcs  and 
their  readers,  with  a  detail  of  circumftances, 
which  have  no  foundation  but  in  their  own 
fancies.  Such  a  remark  would  never  have 
occurred  to  any  pcrfon  \\  ho  had  traced  the 
rivers  of  New-England  to  their  fources.  The 
fa6t  is,  that  rivers  run  wherever  they  find  a 
pafTage,  whether  it  be  crooked  or  ftrait ;  and 
there  are  as  many  windings  and  finuofitics,  at 
the  diftance  of  an  hundred  miles  from  the  fea, 
as  at  any  lelTcr  diJlance.  No  judgment  can 
be  formed  of  the  nearnefs  of  the  ocean  from 
this  circumftance. 

There 

*  Coldfmith's  Kiftory  of  the  Earth,  Vol.  I.  p.  203. 
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There  is  an  important  remark  concerning 
thefe  rivers,  which  would  not  readily  occur  to 
any,  but  thofe  who  have  been  in  the  way  of 
adual  obfervation  ;  and  that  is,  that  rivers 
change  their  courfes,  and  leave  their  ancient 
channels  dry.  Many  places  may  be  feen  in 
our  wildernefs,  where  rivers  have  rolled  for 
ages,  and  where  the  ftones  are  worn  fmooth 
as 'on  the  fea  iliore,  which  are  now  at  a  con- 
iiderable  diftance  from  the  prefent  beds  of  the 
rivers.  In  forae  places,  thefe  ancient  chan- 
nels are  converted  into  ponds,  which,  from 
their  curved  form,  are  called  horfe-flioe  ponds ; 
in  others,  they  are  overgrown  with  bufhes 
and  trees.  Thefe  appearances  are  frequent  in 
the  mountainous  part  of  the  country.  Con- 
ned:icut  river,  which  divides  two  States,  has, 
in  fome  places,  changed  its  courfe.  Many 
acres  have  been  thus  made  in  a  few  years,  and 
the  land  is  of  an  excellent  quality. 

There  are  generally  two  ftrata  of  intervale 
lands ,  on  the  borders  of  the  large  rivers ,  one 
is  overflowed  every  year,  the  other,  which  is 
feveral  feet  higher,  and  further  removed  from 
the  water,  is  overflowed  only  in  very  high 
frefliets.  In  fome  places  a  third  is  found, 
but  this  is  rare.  The  banks  of  the  upper  and 
lower  intervales,  are  often  parallel  to  each  oth- 
er, and  when  viewed  from  the  oppofite  fide, 
appear  like  the  terraces  of  an  artificial  garden. 

Thefe 


N  E  W-  H  A  M  P  S  H  I  R  E.        67 

Thefe  intervale  lands  are  of  various  breadth, 
according  to  tlie  near  or  remote  fituation  of 
the  hills.  On  Connedicut  river,  they  are 
from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half, 
on  each  fide.  In  digging  into  them,  large 
found  trunks  of  trees  are  found  at  various 
depths. 

The  fre diets  are  not  equally  high  every 
year.  Mafts  have  lain  in  the  river  above 
Amufkeag  fall,  two  or  three  years,  waiting  for 
a  fufficiency  of  water  to  float  them  over. 
They  fometimes  fall  athwart  the  ftream,  and 
are  broken  ;  fometimes,  in  a  narrow  paflage, 
they  are  lodged  fo  firmly  acrofs,  as  to  be  re- 
moved only  by  cutting ;  and  fometimes  they 
are  fo  galled  by  the  rocks,  in  their  pafTage,  as 
to  leffen  their  diamieter,  and  confequently  their 
value. 

Every  fpring  there  is  more  or  lefs  of  a 
frefhet,  caufed  by  the  difTolvingof  the  fnow  in 
the  woods  and  mountains;  if  it  be  gradual, 
as  it  always  is,  when  not  accelerated  by  a  hea- 
vy rain,  no  damage  is  done  by  the  riling  of 
the  water.  Dcfirudive  floods  have  happened 
at  other  feafons  of  the  year,  as  frequently  as 
in  the  fpring.  In  January,  1770,  a  remarka- 
ble inundation  carried  away  the  mills  and 
bridges  on  feveral  branches  of  the  river  Pifcat- 
aqua.  A  heavy  rain,  which  continued  twelve 
hours,  and  which  could  net  penetrate  tlie  fro- 
zen 
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zcii  eartli,  raifed  the  rivers  fo  high  as  to  break 
up  the  ice,  then  from  fourteen  to  eighteen 
inches  thick,  and  as  hard  as  marble  ;  large 
cakes  of  it  being  carried  down  by  the  impet- 
uous current,  bore  all  before  them.  After 
this  the  rivers  froze  again,  and  the  ice  con- 
tinued as  ufual,  till  the  month  of  April. 
When  the  ice  remains  late  in  the  fpring,  it 
does  not  break  up  with  violence ;  but  dif- 
folves  gradually,  till  it  difappears.  In  this 
manner  the  frozen  lakes  and  ponds  are  redu- 
ced to  fluidity. 

In  the  great  flood  of  Odober,  1 775,  when 
a  new  river  broke  out  of  the  White  moun- 
tains, the  banks  of  Saco  river  were  overflowed 
very  fuddenly.  Stacks  of  hay  were  carried 
off",  cattle  were  drowned  or  otherwife  killed, 
and  the  Indian  corn,  then  ripe  for  harvefl:,  was 
deftroved.  The  river  was  of  a  deeD  brown 
colour  for  fourteen  days,  and  when  it  fubfided, 
great  alterations  were  obferved,  the  bed  of  the 
river  in  fome  parts  was  widened,  and  the 
courfe  of  feveral  of  its  branches  changed  ; 
large  ridges  of  pebbles  v.ere  thrown  up  in  the 
middle,  forming  two  channels  \\'here  there 
had  been  but  one  before. 

Another  flood  happened  in  Odober,  1785, 
which  deflroyed  the  fields,  and  carried  off"  cat- 
tle and  fwinc  en  that  river  ;  and  in  other  plac- 
es fwept  away  bridges,  mills,  and  great  quan- 
tities 
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titles  of  lumber.  Some  mills,  on  Salmon-fall- 
river,  were  prcferved  by  chains,  one  end  of 
which  was  faftcned  to  their  principal  timbers, 
and  the  other  end  to  trees  or  ports  fet  in  the 
ground.  InCochecho  river,  below  the  great  fall, 
the  water  rofe  fourteen  feet  above  high  water 
mark.  Immenfe  quantities  of  drift  wood  are 
brought  down  by  thefe  frelhets,  from  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  towns,  contigu- 
ous to  the  rivers,  are  fupplied  with  fuel,  and 
they  have  learned  to  be  extremely  dextrous  in 
towing  on  Ihore  whole  trees  with  their  branch- 
es. But  notwithilanding  their  activity,  much 
efcapes  them,  and  is  driven  out  to  fea,  and 
fome  of  it  is  thrown  back  on  the  coafl. 

Saco  river  has  rifen  twenty-five  feet,  in  a 
great  frefhet ;  its  common  rife  is  ten  feet. 
PemigewaiTet  river  has  alio  been  known  to 
rife  twenty-five  feet.  Connedicut  river,  in 
a  common  frefliet,  is  ten  feet  higher  than  its 
ufual  fummer  level.  Its  o-reateft  elevation 
does  not  exceed  twenty  feet. 

Winipifeogee  lake,  is  the  largeft  collediion 
of  water  in  New-Hampfhire.  It  is  twenty- 
two  miles  in  length,  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W.  and 
of  very  unequal  breadth,  but  no  where  more 
than  eight  miles.  Some  very  long  necks  of 
land  projc(i:t  into  it,  and  it  contains  feveral 
iflands,  large  and  fmall.  The  mountains 
which  furround  it,  give  rife  to  many  ftreams 

which 
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which  flow  into  it ;  and  between  it  and  the 
mountains,  are  feveral  leiTer  ponds,  which  com- 
municate with  it.  Contiguous  to  this  lake,  are 
the  townlhips  of  Moultonborough  ,on  the  N  .W. 
Tuftonborough  and  Wolf  borough  on  the  N.  E. 
Meredith  and  Gilmantown  on  the  S.  W.  and 
a  trad:  of  land,  called  the  Gore,  on  the  S.  E. 
From  the  S.  E.  extremity  of  this  lake,  called 
Merry-meeting  bay,  to  theN.  W.  part,  called 
Senter-harbour,  there  is  good  navigation  in 
the  fummer,  and  generally  a  good  road  in 
the  winter  ;  the  lake  is  frozen  about  three 
months,  and  many  fleighs  and  teams,  from 
the  circumjacent  towns,  crofs  it  on  the  ice. 

The  next  largeft  lake,  is  Umbagog,  in  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  State.  It  is  but  lit- 
tle known,  and  no  other  furvey  has  been  made 
of  it  than  was  necefTary  for  extending  the  di- 
vifional  line  between  New-Hamplhire  and 
Maine,  in  1789.  Next  to  this,  are  Squam, 
in  the  townlhip  of  Holdernefle ;  Sunnapee,  in 
the  townfliips  of  Wendel  and  Filhersfield, 
and  great  OlTapy,  in  the  ungranted  land  of  the 
Mafonian  purchafe.  Smaller  ponds  are  very 
numerous,  fcarcely  any  town  being  without 
one  or  more.  There  is  generally  a  current 
through  them ;  but  fome  have  no  viliblc 
outlet.     Their  waters  are  limpid  and  fweet, 

A  remarkable  circumflance  is  mentioned, 
refpeding  Mafcomy  pond,  which  lies  partly  in 

Lebanon 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.        71 

Lebanon  and  partly  in  Enfield,  and  vents  into 
Connedlicut  river.  It  is  about  five  miles  in 
length,  and  one  in  breadth;  its  depth  is  from 
thirty  to  forty  fathoms.  The  furrounding 
land  bears  evident  marks  that  the  furface  of 
this  pond  was  once  thirty  or  forty  feet  high- 
er than  its  prefent  level.  By  what  caufe  the 
alteration  was  made,  and  at  what  time,  is  un- 
known ;  but  appearances  indicate  a  fuddeii 
rupture,  there  being  no  fign  of  any  margin  be- 
tween its  former  and  prefent  height.  About 
a  mile  diftant  from  its  outlet,  there  is  a  de- 
clivity of  rocks,  forty  feet  higher  than 
the  ftream,  as  it  now  runs.  By  the  fituation 
of  thefe  rocks,  it  appears  that  they  were  once 
a  fall,  over  which  the  water  flowed  ;  but  it 
has  now  made  foritfelf  a  very  deep  channel, 
through  folid  earth,  nearly  a  mile  in  length, 
where  it  feems  confined  for  futurity.* 

In  the  townfliip  of  Atkinfon,   *  in  a  large 

*  meadow,  there  is  an  ifland,  containing  {tvea 

*  or  eight  acres,  which  was   formerly  loaded 

*  with  valuable  pine  timber,  and  other  foreft 

*  wood.     When   the  meadow  is  overflowed, 

*  by  means  of  an  artificial  dam,  this  ifland  rif- 

*  es   in   the   fame   degree  as  the   water   rifes, 

*  which  is  fometimes  fix  feet.     Near  themid- 

*  die  of  this  ifland,  is  a  fmall  pond,  which  has 

*  been   gradually  leflening  ever  fince  it  was 
'  known,  and  is  now  almoit  covered  with  ver- 
dure, 

*  MS.  Letter  of  the.  Hon.  Elifha  Payne,  Efq^. 
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*  dure.     In  this  place,  a  pole  of  fifty  feet  ha^ 

*  difappeared,  without  finding  a  bottom.     In 

*  the  water  of  that  pond,  there  have  been  filli 

*  in  plenty  ;   which  when  the  meadow  hath 

*  been  flowed,  have  appeared  there,  and  when 

*  the  water  hath  been  drawn  off,   have  been 

*  left  on  the  meadoW  ;  at  which  time  the  ifland 

*  fettles  to  its  ufual  il:ate.'* 

In  the  town  of  Rye,  there  was  formerly  a 
frefli  pond,  covering  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  fituate  within  ten  or  fifteen  rods  of 
the  fea,  being  feparated  from  it  by  a  bank  of 
fand.  A  communication  was  opened  between 
this  pond  and  the  fea,  in  the  year  171 9,  by 
which  means  the  freih  water  was  drawn  off', 
and  the  place  is  regularly  overflowed  by  the 
tide,  and  yields  large  crops  of  fait  hay.-f- 

Within  this  prefent  year  (1791 )  a  canal  has 
been  cut  through  the  marflies ,  which  opens  an 
inland  navigation,  from  Hampton,  through 
Salifbury,  into  Merrimack  river,  for  about 
eight  miles.  By  this  pafTage,  loaded  boats 
may  be  conduced  with  the  utmoll  eafe  and 
iafety. 

*  MS.  letter  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Peaboiy. 
+  MS.  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pcrter. 
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C     H    A    P.      VI. 

Remarks  on  the  ForeJ},  Manner  of  Surveyings 
making  Roads ^  a^tJ[  Travelling. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  gloomy  ap- 
pearance of  an  American  foreft,  yet  a 
contemplative  mind 'may  find  in  it  many  fub- 
jedts  of  entertainment.  .  The  moil  obvious  re- 
rtiark,  is  the  filcnce  which  reigns  through  it. 
In  a  calm  dav,  no  found  is  heard  but  that  of 
running  water,  or  perhaps  the  chirping  of  a 
fquirrel,  or  the  fqualhng  of  a  jay.  Singing 
birds  do  not  frequent  the  thick  woods  ;  but  in 
every  opening,  made  by  the  hand  of  cultiva- 
tion, their  melody  is  delightful. 
'  Another  thing,  worthy  of  obfervation,  is  the 
aged  and  majeflic  appearance  of  the  trees,  of 
which  the  moft  noble  is  the  mafl  pine.  This 
tree  often  grows  to  the  height  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  and  fometimes  two  hundred  ittt. 
It  is  flraight  as  an  arrow,  and  has  no  branches 
but  very  near  the  top.  It  is  from  twenty  to 
forty  inches  in  diameter  at  its  bafe,  and  appears 
like  a  flatcly  pillar,  adorned  with  a  verdant  cap- 
ital, in  form  of  a  cone.  Interfperfed  among 
thefc,  arc  the  common  forefl  trees,  of  various 
kinds,  wliofe  height  is  generally  about  lixty 
F  or 
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or  eighty  feet.  In  fwamps,  and  near  rivers, 
there  is  a  thick  growth  of  underwood,  which 
renders  travelhng  difficult.  On  hjgh  lands,  it 
is  not  {o  troubleibmc  ;  and  on  dry  plains,  it  is 
quite  inconliderable.-  -  . 
' -Amidil  thefe  wild  arid  rugged  fcencs,  it  is 
amuiing  to  obferve  the  luxuriant  fportings  of 
n^tiiifPf.  , Trees  are  feen  growing  on  a. naked 
rpcJ^, ;  their  roots  eitlier  penetrate  fome  of  its 
ci-eyices,  or  run  over  its  furface,  and  Ihoot  into 
the  ground.  When  a  tree  is  contiguous  to  a 
fmall  rock,  its  bark  will  frequently  inclofe  a;T4' 
cover  it.  Branches  of  different  trees,  but  of 
the  fame  fpecies,  fometimes  intertwine,  and  e- 
ven  ingraft  themfelves,  fo  as  to  grow  together 
in  one.  On  fome  trees,  are  found  large  pro- 
tuberant warts,  capable  of  being  formed  into 
bowds,  which  are  very  tough  and  durable.  On 
rocks,  as  well  as  on  trees,  we  iind  varieties  of 
mofs  ;  it  fometimes  aifumes  a  grotefque  ap- 
pearance, hanging  in  tufts,  like  long  hair,  from 
the  branches  ;  or  inclofing  the  trunks  ;  or 
fp reading  over  rocks,  like  a  carpet,  and  ex- 
tending from  one  rock  to  another.  It  is  ob- 
fervcd  that  mofs  is  thickeil  on  the  north  fides 
of  trees.  Bv  this  mark  the  favages  know  their 
cpurfe  in  cloudy  weather,  and  many  of  our  hunt- 
ers have  learned  of  them,  to  travel  witlwut  a 
compafs . 

In  laying  out  roads,  and  lines  of  townfliips, 
it  is  ufual  for  the  furveyor  to  make  large  meaf- 

ure, 
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lire,  of  which,  however,  there  is  no  certain 
flandard.  Some  allow  one  in  thirty,  for  the 
fvvagging  of  the  chain.  The  length  of  a  man's 
arm  to  every  half  chain,  has  been  allowed  for 
inequality  of  furface.  The  half  chain  is  moit 
convenient  in  thick  woods ;  but  fome  have 
very  abfurdly  ufed  a  line  j  and  if  any  allow- 
ance is  made  fpr  its  contraction  by  moiflurc, 
it  mud:  be  arbitrary.  Surveyors  are  often 
fworn  to  go  according  to  their  beft  (kill  and 
judgment ;  this  they  may  do  with  great  fincer- 
i.ty,  and  yet,  for  want  of  better  fl-Lill,  may 
comniit  egregious  millakes.  The  variation 
of  the  needle,  has  not  in  general  been  attended  to 
with  that  caution  which  it  demands,  and  from 
this  negligence,  many  errors  have  arifen .  It  was 
once  propofcd,  in  the  General  Aflembly,  that 
durable  monuments  fhould  be  eredled  in  con- 
venient places,  on  a  true  meridian;  by  which 
all  furveyors  lliould  be  obliged  to  regulate  their 
compalTes ;  few  of  them,  at  that  time,  being 
(killed  in  the  method  of  finding  the  variation 
by  the  fun's  amplitude  ;  but  the  propofal  was 
reje(fled. 

The  manner  of  makinp-  a  new  road,  throufrh 
the  wildernefs,  is  this  :  Firll:,  a  furveyor  and 
his  party,  with  the  compafs  and  chain,  ex- 
plore the  country,  and  where  they  find  the  land 
fuitable  for  a  road,  the  trees  are  fpotted,  bv 
cutting  out  a  piece  of  the  bark,  and  at  the  end 
F  2  of 
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of  every  mile  the  num!)er  is  marked  on  the 
neareft  tree.  Then  follow  the  axe-men,  who 
clear  away  the  bufhes  and  fell  the  trees,  in  a 
fpace  of  three  rods  wide,  cutting  them  as  near 
as  pofTible  to  the  ground,  that  the  ftumps  may 
not  impede  travelling  ;  and  if  the  trees  are 
very  long,  they  cut  them  again,  into  fuch 
lengths,  as  that  theteamfters,  by  the  help  of 
chains  and  oxen,  may  draw  them  out  of  the 
way.  In  wet  land,  the  trees  thus  felled,  or 
others  which  are  proper,  are  formed  into  caufc- 
w^ays  and  bridges.  Rocks  are  either  turned 
out  of  the  road,  or  fplit  by  gunpowder,  or 
heated  by  fire  and  then  foftened  by  water. 

Roads  are  not  brought  to  perfed:ion  at  once, 
efpecially  in  rocky  and  hilly  land ;  but  after 
the  firft  operations,  they  are  palTable  for  fingle 
horfes  and  teams  of  oxen.  As  the  earth  is 
opened  to  the  fun,  many  wet  places  are  dried, 
and  brooks  are  contracted  ;  and  as  the  land  is 
more  and  more  cleared,  fmaller  ftreams  difap- 
pear.  The  beft  kind  of  land  for  roads  is  where 
the  pitch  pine  grows  ;  this  is  generally  level, 
or  if  not  perfedly  fo,  yet  always  dry.  The. 
foil  is  fandy  or  gravelly  ;  the  trees  are  fparfe; 
and  the  under  growth  confifts  of  brakes,  fern 
and  whortle  bulhes,  which  are  ealily  fubdued ; 
but  this  kind  of  land  is  not  profitable.  The 
bed  land  for  cultivation,  is  a  deep  loamy  foil, 
which  makes  miry  roads,  and  needs  much  la- 
bor 
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hot  to  be  beftowcd  on  bridges  and  caufeways. 
For  crofTing  fmali  ftreams,  the  beaver  dams 
are  found  very  fafe  and  convenient.  They  are 
about  three  or  four  feet  wide  at  the  top,  v.hich 
is  on  a  level  with  the  water  above,  and  is  al- 
ways firm  and  folid.  New  roads,  therefore, 
are  frequently  laid  out  fo  as  to  fave  expenfe, 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  labor  of  that  ufeful 
animal. 

When  a  road  is  conllantly  ufed,  the  feet  of 
hories  and  cattle  keep  down  the  growth  oi 
Ixiihes,  whicii  fprout,  with  great  luxuriance, 
from  the  roots  of  felled  trees ;  but  if  the  road 
be  neglected,  thele  young  Ihoots  render  travell- 
ing extremely  inconvenient ;  and  it  is  more 
difficult  to  clear  them  a  fecond  time.  Men 
who  are  ufcd  to  handle  the  axe,  had  rather  at- 
tack a  flurdy  tree  than  hack  the  bullies.  Higli 
winds  frequently  blow  up  large  trees  by  the 
roots,  or  break  them  off  above  the  ground. 
Thele  wind-fallen  trees  often  prove  a  great  ob- 
flrudtion  to  new  roads  ;  a  fuiglc  horfe  may 
find  his  wav  over  or  round  them;  but  if  a  team 
is  to  pafs,  the  obftrudion  mull  be  removed  by 
the  axe,  for  which  reafon,  the  drivers  of  teams 
are  never  unprovided  with  this  necelTary  in- 
llrument. 

The  -expenfe  of  making  and  keeping  roads 
in  repair,  is  generallv  borne  by  the  propriciors 
iind   inhabitants  of  the  tov.ns  through  which 

thcv 
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they  pafs ;  though,  in  fome  inftances,  new^ 
roads  have  been  explored  and  laid  out,  at  the 
public  expenfe.  In  each  incorporated  town^. 
the  law  requires  that  furveyors  of  highways  be 
annually  chofen,  whofe  buiinefs  it  is,  to  pre- 
vent or  remove  obftrudiions  j  to  keep  roads 
and  bridges  in  repair ;  and  to  call  upon  the 
inhabitants  for  their  refped:ive  quotas  of  labor 
or  expenfe.  Thefe  officers  are  in  veiled  with 
fufficient  power  to  anfwcr  the  beneficial  end 
of  their  appointment ;  and  in  cafe  of  failure, 
they,  or  the  towns,  are  liable  to  be  prefented 
by  the  grand  inqueft  of  the  county.  It  was 
formerly  the  cuftom,  for  thofe  who  were  at 
work  on  the  highways,  to  invite  palTengers  to 
drink,  and  exped  a  gratuity  in  return ;  but  this 
beggarly  practice  is  almoft  entirely  abolifhed. 
Horfes  are  the  only  hearts  ufed  for  riding ; 
though,  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  coun- 
tij,  mules  might  be  more  ferviceable,  if  the 
breeding  of  them  were  introduced.  In  travell- 
ing the  roads  along  Connecticut  river,  which 
are,  in  many  places,  both  fteep  and  clayey,  it^ 
is  ufual,  at  all  feafons,  if  the  weather  be  wet, 
to  have  the  Ihoes  of  horfes  turned  with  fliarp 
points.  This  is  univerfally  pradifed  in  wiri- 
ter,  when  the  earth  is  covered  with  ice  and 
fnow.  Oxen  are  alfo  then  fhod  in  the  fame 
manner.  When  a  deep  fnow  has  obftruded 
the  roads,  they  are  in  fome  places  opened  by 

-an 
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an  inftrument  called  a  fnow  plough.  •  It  is 
made  of  planks,  in  a  triangular  form,  with 
two  fide  boards  to  turn  the  fnow  out  on  either 
hand.  This  inftrument  is  drawn  by  a  large 
number  of  oxen,  and  loaded  with  as  many 
people  as  can  ftand  on  it,  whofe  weight  makes 
a  hard  and  level  path.  When  luch  an  inftru- 
ment is  hot  at  hand,  a  fled  turned  up/ide  down 
anfwers  thepurpofe,  though  not  foeffedually. 
Thefe  operations  are  conduded  by  the  furvey- 
ors  of  highways,  who  dircd  the  fnow  path  to 
be  madcfeither  in  the  common  road,  or  through 
fields  and  other  iiiclofures,  as  neceftity  re- 
quires. 

In  travelling  through  New-Hampfliire, 
there  arc  now  tew  places  fo  remote  from  pub- 
lic houfcs,  or  hofpitablc  inhabitants,  as  to  o- 
blige  the  traveller  to  lodge  in  the  woods  ;  but 
when  this  happens,  either  by  neceftity  or  choice, 
a  temporary  hut  may  be  conftrudled,  in  an 
hour,  by  a  perfon  furnilhed  with  an  axe.  For 
this  purpofe  a  dry  fituation  is  chofen,  as  near 
as  may  be  to  running  water.  The  bark  of 
hemlock  or  fpruce  is  peeled,  in  pieces  of  three 
or  four  feet  long,  and  flatted ;  two  or  three 
upright  crotches  are  fet  in  the  ground,  on 
which  a  pole  is  fixed  horizontally  ;  from  the 
pole  are  laid  other  fticks,  in  a  flopingpofition, 
to  the  ground ;  on  thefe  are  laid  the  flatted 
pieces  of  bark,  each  lapped  over  the  other,  in 

the 
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the  form  of  fh ingles :  Under  this  flied,  other 
pieces  of  bark  are  laid  on  the  ground,  for  a 
floor,  on  which  are  ftrewed  fmall  twigs  for  a 
carpet.  Before  the  open  fide  of  the  hut,  is 
made  a  large  fire,  toward  which  the  traveller 
places  his  feet,  and  being  wrapped  in  a  blank- 
et, he  pafles  the  night  very  comfortably, 
though,  it  the  wind  be  unfavorable,  he  may 
be  fomewhat  incommoded  by  fmoke.  He  is 
in  no  danger  from  wild  beafts,  who  never 
venture  to  approach  a  fire.  People  who  are 
ufed  to  the  woods,  do  not  always  give  them- 
felves  the  trouble  to  build  a  hut ;  but  lie 
■wrapped  in  their  blanket  by  a  fire  ;  or,  in  foul 
weather,  fpread  their  blanket  on  Hicks,  and  lie 
under  it. 

Within  thefe  lafl  twenty  years,  the  country 
has  been  much  improved  in  refped:  to  roads ; 
and  the  communication  between  the  diftant 
parts  of  it  is  become,  in  a  great  meafure,  eafy 
and  commodious.  Much,  however,  remains 
to  be  done,  cfpecially  in  the  weftern  and  north- 
ern parts  of  the  State.  Connediicut  river  is 
fo  nearly  parallel  to  the  eaftcrn  coaft  of  New- 
England,  as  to  preferve  almioft  the  fame  dil- 
tance  from  the  fea,  v.-hich  is  generally  from 
eighty  to  one  hundred  miles.  The  towns  fit- 
uate  on  that  river  communicate  with  the  mar- 
itime towns,  by  diff'^rent  roads.  Thoic  in 
the  fouthwcfliern  quarter  of  the  State  generally 

carrv 
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carry  their  produce  to  Bofton.  Roads  have 
been  opened  from  Dartmouth  College,  and  the 
lower  Cohos,  to  Portlmouth;  and  the  ellab- 
liflinicnt  of  a  communication,  by  water  carri- 
age, acrofs  Winipifcogce  lake,  has  been  con- 
templated. 

The  towns  above  the  lower  Cohos,  have 
as  yet  no  convenient  roads,  direclly  to  the  fea 
coaft.  The  immcnfe  mountains  between  the 
rivers  Saco  and  Connecticut,  are,  in  moil  plac- 
es, inaccefTible  ;  and  where  a  communication 
is  opened,  tranfportation  is  neccffariiy  very  dif- 
ficult. The  people  on  the  upper  branches  of 
Saco  river,  find  their  neareft  market  at  Port- 
land, in  Cafco  bay  ;  and  thither  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  towns  of  the  upper  Cohos  have  re- 
forted.  But  from  a  furvey  made  in  1782,  by* 
Dummcr  Sewall,  Efq.  it  was  found,  that  a 
road  from  Northumberland,  on  Conneclicut 
river,  to  the  head  of  navigation  in  Kennebec 
river,  is  very  pracfticable.  The  dilfance  is  be- 
tween eighty  and  ninety  miles ;  and  for  a 
third  part  of  that  diftance  from  Kennebec, 
there  are  already  roads  and  fettlements. 

The  line  which  divides  the  northern  part  of 
New-Ilamplhirc,  from  the  eallern  counties  of 
Maflachufctts,  York  and  Cumberland,  is  an 
nbfurd  and  unnatural  boundary .  The  eftabl  i  Oi  - 
mtent  of  it  originated  in  a  narrow,  lelfifli  poli- 
cy ;  but  as  th.e  true  intcrcil:  of  the  country  is 

•  now 
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now  better  underftood,  and  more  liberal  fenti-^ 
ments  prevail,  it  appears  to  many  attentive  ob*- 
fervers,  that  the  whole  extent  of  territory, 
betrween  the  upper  part  of  Connecticut  river 
on  the  weft,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean  as  far  as 
Kennebec  on  the  eaft,  and  as  far  northward  as 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  is  formed  by 
nature,  to  have  a  connexion  and  dependence, 
which  may  be  rendered  mutually  beneficial  to 
the  maritime  and  inland  parts.  How  far  the 
benefit  may  be  promoted,  by  an  union  of 
jurifdidion,  deferves  to  be  confidered. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

Monuments  and  relics  of  the  Indians. 

IN  defcribing  any  country,  it  is  natural  to 
make  fome  inquiry  concerning  the  vefti- 
gies  of  its  ancient  inhabitants.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  original  natives  of  this  part 
of  America,  were  not  ambitious  of  perpetuat- 
ing their  fame  by  durable  monuments.  Their 
invention  was  chiefly  employed  cither  in  pro- 
viding for  their  fubiiftencc,  by  hunting,  fifli- 
ing  and  planting,  or  in  guarding  againft  and 
furpriling  their  enemies.  Their  houfes  and 
canoes  were  conftrudied  of  light  and  periflia- 
ble  materials.  Their  mode  of  travelling  was 
to  take  all  pofTiblc  advantage  of  water  carriage, 
and  to  fliorten  diftances,  by  tranfporting  their 
birchen  canoes  acrofs  the  necks  of  land  which 
were  convenient  for  the  purpofe.  Their  man- 
ner of  taking  fifli  was  either  by  entangling 
them  in  wears,  or  dipping  for  them  in  fcoop- 
nets,  or  ftriking  them  with  fpears.  They 
took  quadrupeds  in  traps  or  pit-falls,  or 
fliot  them,  as  well  as  birds,  with  arrows.  For 
the  conftrudion  of  their  canoes  and  houfes 
they  ufed  hatchets,  chifTels,  and  gouges  of 
fione.  To  cook  their  meat,  they  either  broil- 
ed 
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eJ  it  OR  coals,  or  on  a  wooden  grate,  or  roafl- 
ed  it  on  a  forked  ftick,  or  boiled  it  in  kettles  of 
ftone.  Their  corn  was  pounded  in  mortars  of 
wood,  with  peftles  of  flone.  Their  bread 
was  baked  either  en  flat  ftones  fet  before  a 
fire,  or  in  green  leaves  laid  under  hot  allies. 
Clam-fhells  fervcd  them  for  fpoons,  and  their 
fingers  for  knives  and  forks.  They  had  no 
Hiarper  inftruments  than  could  be  formed  of 
ftones,  Ihells  and  bones.  Of  thefe  the  two 
lafl  are  periiliable  by  age ;  but  of  the  firft, 
relics  are  frequently  found  in  the.  places  of 
their  former  refidence,  generally  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  water  fails,  and  other  convenient 
fi filing  places.  The  manner  of  finding  them 
is  by  plowing  or  digging.  The  moft  of  thofe 
v/hich  have  been  difcovered,  have  come  to 
light  by  accident,  and  a  few  only  are  fo  pcr- 
fedt  as  to  merit  prefervation. 

The  hatchet  is  a  hard  ftone,  eight  or  ten 
inches  in  length  and  three  or  four  in  breadth, 
of  an  oval  form,  flatted  and  rubbed  to  an  edge 
at  one  end ;  near  the  other  end  is  a  groove  in 
which  the  handle  was  faflened  ;  and  their 
procefs  to  do  it  was  this :  When  the  ftone 
was  prepared,  they  chofc  a  very  young  fap- 
ling,  and,  fplitting  it  near  the  ground,  they 
forced  the  hatchet  into  it,  as  far  as  the  groove, 
and  left  nature  to  complete  the  Vv'ork  by  the 
growth  of  the  wood,  fo  as  to  fill  the  groove 

and 
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and  adhere  firmly  to  the  ftone.  They  then 
cut  off  the  faphng  above  and  below,  and  the 
hatchet  was  fit  for  life. 

The  chilTel  is  about  fix  inches  long  and  two 
inches  wide,  flatted  and  rubbed  fharp  at  one 
end.  It  was  u fed  only  by  the  hand,  for  it 
would  not  bear  to  be  driven.  The  sfoujre  dif- 
fers  from  the  chiffel  only  in  being  hollow  at 
the  edge.  With  thele  inftruments  they  felled 
trees,  cut  them  into  proper  lengths,  fcooped 
them  out  hollow  for  canoes,  trays,  or  mortars, 
and  fafhioned  them  to  any  thapc  which  they 
pleafed.  To  fave  labor,  they  made  ufe  of 
fire,  to  foften  thofe  parts  of  the  wood  which 
were  to  be  cut  with  thefe  imperfed:  tools ;  and 
bv  a  proper  application  of  wet  earth  or  clay, 
they  could  circumfcribe  the  operation  of  the 
fire  at  their  pleafure.* 

Their  peftles  are  long,  cylindrical  or  coni- 
cal flones,  of  the  heaviell  kind;  fome  of  which 

have 

*  '  I  liave  fcen  a  native  (fays  Roger  Williams)  go  into  the 
'  woods  with  liis  hatchet,  carrying  only  a  bafkct  of  corne,  and 
'  ftonesto  ftrike  fire.     When  he  hath  felled  his  tree  (either  a 

*  chcfnut  era  pine)  he  maketh  him  a  little  hut  or  flied  of  the 
'bark  of  it.     He  puts  fire,  and  follows  the  burning  of  it  in 

*  the  midfl,  in  many  places.  His  corne  he  boils,  and  hath  the 
'  brooke  by  him.  and  fometimes  angles  for  a  little  fifh.  So 
'  he  continucili  burning  and  hewing,  until  he  hath,  in  ten  or 

*  twelve  days,  finifhed.  and  getting  hands,  launched  his 
'  boat.' 

Beverley,  in  his  hillory  of  X'^irginia.  gives  a  fimilar  account 
of  the  manner  of  making  canoes,  by  the  Indians  in  that  part 
of  America.  f*35c  io8» 
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have  figures,  rudely  wrought,  at  the  end  of 
the  handle. 

Their  kettle  is  nothing  niore  than  a  hole,  ei- 
ther natural  or  artificial,  in  a  large  flone  ;  but 
their  mode  of  boiling  in  it  would  not  readily 
occur  to  a  perfon  who  had  feen  a  kettle  ufed 
no  other  way  than  with  a  fire  under  it.  Their 
fire  was  made  by  the  fide  of  the  kettle,  and  a 
number  of  fmall  ftones  were  heated.  The 
kettle  being  filled  with  water,  and  the  food 
placed  in  it,  the  hot  itones  were  put  in,  one 
after  another,  and  by  a  dextrous  repetition  of 
this  procefs,  the  meat  or  fifh  was  boiled. 

Of  arrow-heads  there  is  found  a  greater 
number  than  of  any  other  inftrument ;  and 
they  are  of  all  fizes  from  one  to  five  inches  in 
length  ;  pointed  and  jagged,  with  a  notch  on 
each  fide,  at  the  lower  end,  to  bind  them  to 
the  fhaft,  the  end  of  which  w^as  fplit  to  let  in 
the  head.  Children  were  early  taught  the 
ufe  of  the  bow,  and  many  of  the  arrow-heads 
which  are  found  feem  to  have  been  fit  only 
for  their  ufe. 

Another  implement  of  flione  is  found,  the 
ufe  of  which  is  to  us  undetermined.  It  is 
Ibaped  like  a  pear,  with  a  neck,  and  was  prob- 
ably fufpended  by  a  ftring,  Some  fuppofe 
it  was  hung  to  a  net,  and  that  many  of  them 
placed  at  the  lower  edge  ferved  the  purpofe  of 
weights  to  fink  it. 

Some 
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Some  fpecimens  of  fciilpture  have  been 
found,  but  they  arc  not  common.  In  the  mu- 
feum  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
there  is  an  imitation  of  the  head  of  a  ferpent,  at 
the  end  of  a  long  ftonc  peftle,  found  at  Wells, 
in  the  county  of  York.  There  is,  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  a  gentleman  in  Ncw-Hamplliire,  a 
piece  of  bone,  on  which  is  engraven  the  bud  of 
a  man,  apparently  in  the  agonies  of  death. 
The  countenance  is  favagc,  and  the  work  is 
well  executed.  This  43one,  with  the  figure 
on  it,  was  found  at  the  Ihore  of  the  little  bay, 
in  the  river  Pafcataqua. 

In  the  places  of  their  habitations  are  fome- 
timcs  found  circular  hearths  of  flat  ftones, 
which  were  laid  in  the  middle  of  their  wig- 
wams. Their  mode  of  lodging  was  with 
their  feet  to  the  fire.  This  cullom  is  adopted 
by  people  wlio  lie  abroad  in  the  woods,  and 
by  others  at  home.  It  is  accounted  both  a 
preventive  and  a  remedy  for  a  cold. 

The  cellars  in  which  they  preferved  their 
corn,  are  folnetimes  difcovered  in  the  new  fet- 
tlements,  and  their  graves  are  frequently  feen. 
Moft  of  the  ilvcletons  appear  to  be  in  a  fitting 
pofture,  and  fome  remains  of  the  inftruments 
which  were  fuppoled  necefil'ary  to  their  fub-^ 
fiflence,  ornament  or  defence  in  the  *'  country 
of  fouls,  "are  found  with  them;  particularly 
the  iionc  pipe  for  fmoking  tobacco,  of  which 

there 
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there  arc  leveral  varieties.  In  a  piece  of  in- 
tervale land  near  the  Ollapy  ponds,  is  a  tmnu-* 
Lis  or  mound  of  earth,  overgrown 'with  pine, 
in  which,  at  the  depth  of  two  feet,  feveral 
ilceletons  have  been  difcovered,  buried  with 
the  face  downward.*  At  Exeter,  about  two^ 
years  ago,  the  remains  of  an  infant  fkeleton 
were  dug  up.  It  was  in  a  perpendicular  poll- 
tion,  and  had  been  inciofed  with  a  hollow  log. 
Some  firings  of  wampum  were  found  near  ity 
and  feveral  fpoons,  apparently  of  European 
manufacture. 

The  remains  of  their  fields  are  ftill  vifible 
in  many  places;  thefe  were  not  exteniive,  and 
the  hills  which  they  made  about  their  corn 
ftalks  were  fmall.  Some  pieces  of  baked 
earthen  w^are  have  been  found  at  Sanborn-town 
and  GofF's-town,  from  which  it  is  fuppofed 
that  the  Indians  had  learned  the  potter's  art  ; 
but  of  what  antiquity  thefe  remnants  are,  and 
whether  manufactured  by  them  or  not,  is  un- 
certain. 

The  paths  which  ferved  them  for  carrying 
places  between  rivers,  or  different  parts  of  the 
fame  river,  are  frequently  difcovered,  in  the 
cutting  of  roads,  or  laying  out  of  new  town- 
fliips.  Probably  fome  hints  might  be  taken 
from  this  circumflance,  to  expedite  and  facili- 
tate our  inland  navigation. 

In 

*  MS.  letter  of  Wcntworth  Chefwill,  Ef(i. 
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In  their  capital  fifhing  places,  particularly 
m  great  OlTapy  and  Winipifeogee  rivers,  are 
the  remains  of  their  wears,  conftrudcd  with 
very  large  ftones.  At  Sanborn-town  there  is 
the  appearance  of  a  fortrefs  conlifting  of  five 
diftind:  walls,  one  within  the  other,  and  at 
Hinidale  there  is  fomething  of  the  fame  kind  ; 
but  thefe  are  vallly  inferior,  both  in  dellgn  and 
execution  to  the  military  works  found  in  the 
country  of  the  Senekas  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Ohio. 

I  have  heard  of  two  fpecimens  of  an  Indian 
Gazciie^  found  in  New-Hampfliire.  One 
was  a  pine  tree,  on  the  ihore  of  Winipifeogee 
river,  on  which  was  depid:ed  a  canoe,  with 
two  men  irf  it.  This  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  a  mark  of  direi^ion  to  thofe  who  midit 

o 

come  after.*  The  other  was  a  tree  in  Moul- 
tonborough,  {landing  by  a  carrying  place,  be- 
tween two  ponds.  On  this  tree  was  carved 
the  hiftory  of  one  of  their  expeditions.  The 
number  of  the  killed  and  prif oners,  was  rep- 
refented  by  fo  inany  human  figures  ;  the 
former  were  marked  with  theftrokc  of  a  knife, 
aCrofs  their  throats,  and  even  the  diftincftion 
between  the  males  and  females,  was  pre- 
lerved.J 

Some  of  their  modes  and  cuftoms  have  been 
learned  by  our  own  people,   and  are  llill  re- 
tained. 

♦  Woodman's  MS.  letter.  +  Shaw's  MS.  letter. 
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tained.  In  the  river  Pafcataqua,  lobllers  and 
flat  fifh  are  llruck  with  a  fpear ;  and  the  bed 
time  for  this  kind  of  fiihing  is  the  night,  A 
lighted  pitch-knot  is  placed  on  the  outfide  of  a 
canoe,  which  not  only  attrads  the  filli,  but 
gives  the  filhermen  diredion  where  to  flrike. 
The  river  is  fometimes  illuminated,  by  a  mul- 
titude of  thefc  floating  lights.  The  Indian 
fcoop-net  is  fhaped  like  a  pocket ;  the  edge  of 
which  is  faftencd  to  a  wooden  bow,  at  the  end 
of  a  long  pole.  With  thefe  are  caught  falmon, 
fhad,  alewives,  fmelts  and  lampreys.  Froft- 
fifh  are  taken  with  wooden  tongs,  and  black 
eels  in  cylindrical  balkets,  with  a  hole,  re- 
fembling  moufe  traps  made  of  wire. 

The  culheag  or  log-trap,  is  ufcd  for  taking 
wolves,  bears  and  martins..  Its  fize  varies, 
according  to  the  bulk  or  ftrength  of  the  ani- 
mal. It  is  a  forceps,  compofed  of  two  long 
flicks,  one  lying  on  the  other,  conneded  at  one 
end,  and  open  at  the  other.  Near  the  open 
end  is  made  a  femicircular,  covered  enclofure, 
with  fliort  flakes,  driven  into  the  ground 
on  one  fide  of  the  logs,  which  are  firmly  fe- 
cured  by  another  ftake,  on  the  oppofite  fide. 
In  this  enclofure  is  placed  the  bait,  faftened  to 
a  round  ilick,  which  lies  acrofs  the  lower  log, 
the  upper  log  refling  on  the  end  of  a  perpen- 
dicular pointed  flick,  the  other  end  of  which 
is  fet  on  the  round  ftick.     The  animal  having 

fccnted 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.        91 

fcented  the  bait,  finds  no  way  to  come  at  it, 
but  by  putting  his  head  between  the  logs.  As 
ibon  as  he  touches  the  bait,  the  round  ilici:,  on 
which  it  is  fallened,  rolls ;  the  perpendicular 
gives  way;  the  upper  log  falls,  and  crulhes 
him  to  death  in  an  inftant,  without  injuring 
his  Ikin. 

To  take  martins,  the  hunters  make  a  great 
number  of  thefe  traps,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
a  quarter  or  half  a  mile  from  each  other  ;  they 
fcent  the  whole  fpace  between  the  traps,  by 
drawing  a  piece  of  raw  flelli  on  the  ground  ; 
this  fcent  guides  the  animal  to  the  trap,  which 
is  baited  with  the  fame.  The  hunters  vifit 
the  traps  once  in  a  day,  and  retire  to  their 
camp  with  the  prey.  There  are  two  feafons 
for  this  fpecics  of  hmiting,  namely,  in  De- 
cember and  March. 

Beavers  are  taken  in  iron  fpring  traps.  The 
Indians  have  learned  to  ufe  tliele  traps,  in  pref- 
erence to  their  own. 

The  vSc  of  fnow-flioes  was  learned  at  firft 
from  them.  The  lliape  and  conftiiidion  of 
them  are  well  known.  The  ftick  which  pro- 
jects behind  acts  as  a  fpring,  and  fcts  the  man 
lorward  at  every  Itep  j  by  which  means,  one 
who  is  ufed  to  this  mode  of  travelling,  can 
walk  on  the  fnow,  more  expeditioufly  than  on 
the  ground. 

We  are  indebted  to  them,  for  the  method  of 

preferving  the  fleili  of  animals  in  fnow.    This 

G  a  is 
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is  very  ufeful  to  people  who  raife  or  buy  large 
quantities  of  poultry  for  the  market.  They 
fill  the  hollow  parts,  and  pack  them  in  a  calk 
with  fnow  ;  which,  whilll  it  remains  undif-' 
folved,  preferves  the  flefh  in  its  original  fweet- 
nefs.  The  Indians  had  another  way  of  pre- 
ferving  fieih,  by  cutting  it  from  the  bone,  and 
drying  it  in  fmoke  ;  but  this  is  now  feldom 
ufed,  unlefs  the  meat  has  been  previoufly  cur- 
ed with  fait,  the  ufe  of  which,  was  unknown 
to  the  lavages. 

Their  mode  of  catching  ducks,  is  ftill  ufed 
in  thofe  places  where  this  fpecies  of  game 
abounds.  In  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  old 
ducks  Ihed  their  feathers,  and  the  young,  be- 
ing unfledged,  are  not  able  to  fly.  During 
this  period  they  fwim  on  the  water,  and  may 
be  driven  into  fmall  creeks,  whence  they  can- 
not efcape.  They  are  then  ealily  caught  in 
great  numbers,  and  preferved  tor  winter  by 
fait  or  fmoke. 

We  have  alfo  learned  from  the  natives,  to 
drefs  leather  with  the  brains  of  the  animal, 
which  render  it  extremely  foft  and  pliable. 
They  have  an  art  of  dying  hair  in  various  col- 
ors, which  are  bright  and  permanent.  I 
know  not  whether  they  have  communicated 
this  knowledge. 

Some  of  their  modes  of  cookery  have  been 
adopted,  and  are  retained.     Their  rdafted  and 

boiled 
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boiled  ears  of  green  com,  their /amp  and  bomo^ 
ny^  which  coniill  of  corn  bruifed  and  foaked  or 
boiled,  their  ?iokchike,  which  is  corn  parched 
and  pounded,  \k\.e\x  fuckatafk^  which  is  a  mix- 
ture of  corn  and  beans  boiled,  are  much  ufed, 
and  veiy  palatable.  One  of  the  moft  delicate 
of  their  diihes  was  the  upaquontop^  or  the  head 
of  abafs  boiled,  and  the  broth  thickened  with 
homony.  The  lip  of  a  moofe,  and  the  tail  of 
a  beaver,  prepared  in  this  manner,  were  among 
their  grcatcll:  luxuries. 

Their  cultivation  was  extremely  imperfed:. 
The  only  objedts  of  it  were  corn,  beans, 
pumpkins  and  fquaflies,  which  were  planted 
by  their  women,  with  the  aid  of  no  inflru- 
ments  but  ftones  and  clam-ihells  j  and  no 
manure  but  fifli.  Yet,  their  judgment  of  the 
proper  feafon  for  planting,  cannot  be  amended. 
It  was  when  the  leaves  of  the  white  oak  are  as 
big  as  the  ear  of  a  moufe.  Their  method  of 
girdling  trees  to  kill  them,  that  the  land 
might  be  opened  for  planting,  is  ufed  by  fome 
people  in  their  iirll  eflays  of  huibandry.  It  is 
not  only  a  lazy  fafhion  and  quite  inexcufeable 
where  axes  may  be  had,  but  the  ground  needs 
clearing  as  often  as  the  trees  or  branches  arc 
broken  off  by  the  wind. 

The  virtues  of  many  herbs,  roots  and  barks, 
with  which  the  country  abounds,  were  well 
known  to  the  natives,  and  fome  traditionary 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  this  kind  has  been  preferved, 
though  much  is  loft  for  want  of  a  more  cer- 
tain mode  of  prcfervation  than  human  memo- 
ry. Some  of  their  medicinal  operations  are 
liill  praclifed  ;  but  moft  of  them  are  difufed, 
being  fuperfeded  by  profeffional  improve- 
ments. They  raifed  a  blifter  by  burning  ^//77^ 
or  touchwood  on  the  fkin.  They  applied 
roots,  boiled  foft,  in  the  form  of  a  poultice  to 
the  throat  or  other  parts,  when  fwelled  or  in- 
flamed. They  relieved  a  perfon  chilled  with 
cold,  by  pouring  warm  water  down  the  throat. 
They  attempted  the  cure  of  fevers  by  fweating 
in  a  covered  hut,  with  the  fteam  of  water 
poured  on  hot  ftones,  and  then  plunging  into 
cold  water.  For  pains  in  the  limbs  they  had 
another  mode  of  fweating.  A  number  of  fods> 
were  heated,  and  the  patient,  wrapped  in  a 
mat,  was  laid  on  fome  and  covered  w4th 
others,  till  the  heat  of  the  turf  was  fuppofed  to 
have  extraded  the  pain.  The  offices  of  phy- 
fician  and  priefl:  were  united  in  the  fame  per- 
fon, and  a  variety  of  myllerious  rites  accom- 
panied his  operations. 

They  had  a  knowledge  of  poifons  and  anti- 
dotes, and  could  fo  prepare  themfelves,  that 
the  mod  venemous  ferpents  would  avoid 
them,  or  prove  harmlefs  in  their  hands.  This 
knowledge  has  feldom  been  communicated, 
and  is  always  treated  as  myflerious, 

I  wiOi 
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I  wifh  it  could  not  be  faid,  that  fome  of 
their  fuperflitious  notions  have  been  transfer- 
red and  propagated.  The  idea  that  lonely- 
mountains  and  rocks  are  inhabited  by  de- 
parted fpirits,  and  other  invifible  and  imagina- 
ry beings,  is  not  yet  worn  out.  Certain 
charms  and  fpells,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be 
cfFedlual  prefervatives,  or  cures  in  cafes  of 
witchcraft,  are  flill  in  ufe  among  the  vulgar  ; 
though  perhaps  fome  of  thefc  traditions  may 
owe  their  origin  to  the  fuperftition  of  our  Eu- 
ropean anceftors,  defcended  from  the  remoter 
favages  of  Britain,  Ireland  and  Germany. 
Thefe  notions,  however  pitied  by  fome,  and 
ridiculed  by  others,  are  ftill  deeply  engraven 
on  the  minds  of  many,  and  arc  maintained 
with  an  inflexibility  which  would  do  them 
honor  if  the  caufe  were  worthy  of  defence.  So 
ftrong  arc  thefe  imprcfhons,  that  the  fame 
perfons,  whofc  intrepidity  in  fcenes  of  real 
danger  is  unqueftionable,  often  render  them- 
felves  miferable  by  the  apprehcnfion  of  evils, 
which  exifl  only  in  their  imagination. 
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CHAP.     VIIL 

Forejl'trces,  a? id  other  Vegetable  produBions. 

FEW  perfons  in  this  country,  have  ftudied 
natural  hiilory  as  a  fcience,  and  of  thofe 
who  have  a  talte  for  inquiries  of  this  kind, 
none  have  had  leifure  to  purfue  them,  to  the 
extent  which  is  defireable.  In  the  defcription 
of  an  American  State,  it  would  be  unpardon- 
able not  to  take  notice  of  its  natural  produc- 
tions. With  much  diffidence  I  enter  on  this 
part  of  my  work,  fenfible  that  my  know^ledge 
of  the  fubjec^l:  is  imperfect,  yet,  defirous  of 
contributing  fomething,  to  promote  a  branch 
of  fcience,  now  in  its  infancy  ;  but  for  which 
there  is  an  ample  field  of  inquiry.* 

Elm  {uIjuus  amcricana.^  Of  this  tree 
there  is  but  one  fpecies,  of  which  there  are  two 
varieties,  the  white  and  the  red.  The  inner 
rind  of  both  is  ftringy  and  tough,  and  is  fre- 
quently ufed  for  the  bottoms  of  chairs,  and 
for  bed-cords.     The  w^ood  is  not  eafily  fplit 

and 

*  For  the  arrangement  of  the  fcveral  articles  In  the  botan- 
ical and  zoological  chapters,  fur  their  generic  and  fpccific 
n^mcs,  and  for  fmn-  of  the  obfervations  on  their  nature 
and  properties,  I  am  indebted  to  the  friendly  affiflaiice  of  the 
lliCV.  Dr.  Manaffch  Cutler,  of  Ipfwich,  and  Mr.  William 
Dandrid^  Peck,  of  Kittery. 
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and  therefore  ferves  for  the  naves  of  wheels. 
The  bark  of  the  white  elm  is  ufed  medicinally 
for  the  gravel .  The  E  u  r  o  p  e  a  n  elm  ( ulmiis 
campejlris)  is  fo  far  naturalized  as  to  propa- 
gate itfelf  in  copfes. 

Sassafras  [laurus  faffafras)  is  common- 
ly found  in  moill  land.  It  does  not,  in  this 
State,  grow  to  a  large  fize.  Its  root,  bark  and 
leaves  have  an  aromatic  fmcll.  It  affords  a 
valuable  ingredient  for  beer  as  well  as  for 
medicinal  purpofes.  The  wood  makes  hand- 
fome  bedfteads,  and  it  is  faid  that  bugs  will 
not  be  found  in  them  for  feveral  years.  The 
Spice-wood  [laurus  benzoin)  or  as  it  is  com- 
monly called  Fever-bush,  is  another  fpccics 
of  the  laurus y  common  in  New-Hamplhirc. 
It  is  more  aromatic  than  the  faffafras,  In  the 
weflern  country,  its  fruit  and  bark  are  ufed  as 
a  fubftitute  for  pimento. 

Wild  Cherry.  Of  this  we  have  many 
fpecies  j  but  they  have  not  been  well  arrang- 
ed, and  properly  diftinguilhed.  They  are 
very  numerous  in  land  which  has  been  newly 
cleared,  if  not  kept  down  by  culture.  The 
wood  of  the  largeft  cherry-tree  [prunus  vir- 
ginianci)  is  very  highly  efteemed  in  cabinet 
work,  being  of  a  firm  texture,  a  fmooth  grain, 
and  a  Beautiful  colour,  between  red  and  yel- 
low. 

Basswood 
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Bassw.ood  .or  lime-tree  [tiUa  ameiica* 
nci^)  is  fometimes  fawed  into  boards,  which, 
are  very  white,  but  foft,  and  eaiily  warped. 
.  Locust  (robinia pfeudo-acacia)  is  excellent 
fewel.  Its  trunk  ferves  for  durable  pofts  fet  in 
the  ground,  and  may  be  fplit  into  trunnels  for 
Ihips,  which  are  equal  to  any  wood  for  that 
purpofe.  It  thrives  on  fandy  and:  gravelly 
foils,  and  its  leaves  enrich  them.  For  thefe 
reafons,  the  cultivation  of  the  locuft  has  been 
thought  an  objed:  worthy  of  attention,  efpec- 
ially  as  it  is  a  tree  of  quick  growth.  For  fev- 
eral  years  pafl  it  has  been  injured  by  a  beetle- 
infedt,  which  bores  a  hole  through  its  trunk. 
Many  trees  have  been  entirely  killed,  and  this 
circumftance  has  proved  a  difcouragement  to 
their  propagation, 

Birch.  Of  this  we  have  four  fpecies. 
I.  WHITE  [betula  alba.)  The  bark  of  this 
tree  is  a  fubflance  of  a  fingular  kind,  and  is  per- 
haps the  only  bark  which  is  lefs  liable  to  rot 
than  the  wood  which  it  inclofes.  The  whole 
interior  fubflance  of  a  fallen  tree,  is  frequently 
found  rotten,  whilfl  the  bark  remains  found. 
This  bark  is  compofed  of  feveral  lamin^e^  eaiily 
feparable,  of  a  firm  coniiftence,  thin,  flexible, 
foft  and  fmooth.  It  may  be  WTitten  upon, 
like  paper.  It  is  very  inflammable,  emitting 
a  vivid  flame  and  a  very  denfe,  black  fmoke, 
which  might  caiily  be  colleded  like  lamp- 
black, 
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black.  Of  this  bark  the  Indians  formed  diili- 
es,  boxes,  and  light  portable  canoes,  which 
they  fewed  together  with  (lender  but  tough  til- 
aments  of  the  roots  of  fpruce  and  cedar,  ce- 
menting the  joints  with  turpentine.  2.  BLACK 
[bctula  nigra, ^  The  heart  of  this  tree  is  of  a 
beautiful  brown,  and  is  frequently  fplit  and 
turned.  It  makes  handfomc  bcdlleads,  chairs 
and  tables.   Much  of  it  is  exported  to  Europe. 

3.  RED  or  YELLOW  [hctula  Icnta.^  This  is 
chiefly  ufed  for  fewel,  and  is  much  eftcemed* 

4.  ALDER  [betula  alniis.')  Its  bark  is  much 
employed  in  dying  a  dark  brown.  The 
wood,  when  of  a  proper  fize,  makes  excellent 
charcoal.  It  is  common  in  fvvamps  and  by 
the  fide  of  rivers  and  brooks. 

Oak.  Of  this  we  have  four  fpecies  in 
Ne  w  -  H  a  m  p  fli  i  re .  i .  Black.  { que  reus  w- 
gra.^  The  inner  bark  is  ufed  for  tanning. 
The  timber  for  the  keels  of  Ihips.  2.  Red, 
{^quereus  rubra.)  Of  this  fpecies  there  are 
three  varieties,  (i.)  The /ri, which  grows 
fometimes  on  high  and  dry  land,  but  delights 
in  a  moift  foil,  and  is  generally  found  on  the 
declivities  of  hills  and  borders  of  fwamps. 
The  wood  of  this  tree  is  cafily  riven,  and 
makes  excellent  ftaves  for  molaifes  and  for 
dry  ca(ks.  (2.)  The  fwamp  oak,  which  \% 
found  in  low  wet  places.  It  is  poffelTed  of 
greater  clailicity  than  any  other  oak.     Splints 

of 
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of  this  wood  liave  been  fubftituted  for  whale- 
bone. (3.)  TclloWy  which  grows  on  hills  and 
dry  ridges  of  land,  makes  the  befl  of  pipe 
ftavcs  and  fhip-timber.^  3.  White,  [^uercus 
alba.)  4.  Shrub  oak.  [quercus  pzimilci.)  It 
is  found  on  barren  hills  and  plains.  It  pro- 
duces a  gall,  which  is  evidently  the  nidus  of  an 
infedt,  and  has  been  ufed  an  ingredient  in  writ- 
ing ink.  There  is  another  oak,  railed  the 
chef  nut  or  ?iew-found  oak  ;  but  whether  it  be 
of  a  different  fpecies,  or  a  variety  of  either 
fpecies  above-mentioned,  has  not  been  de-». 
termined. 

W  A  L  N  u  T .  The  American  fpecies  of  this  ge- 
nus, have  been  confounded  by  botanical  writ- 
ers. There  are  at  leafl  three  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire.  i .  White  or  round  nut  hiccory. 
(juglans  alba.)  Its  fap  is  fweet,  but  does  not 
flow  freely.  Its  wood  is  fmooth  and  tough, 
^d  is  much  ufed  for  gun-ftocks,  axe-handles 
and  walking-fticks .  2.  Shag-bark  [juglans 
cineria  ?\)  The  wood  of  this  tree  is  not  fa 
valuble  as  the  white  ;  but  the  fruit  is  prefera- 
ble, 

"*  This  arrangement  of  tlic  oaks  is  fuggeftcd  by  Dr.  Cut- 
ler. In  common  parlance,  the  oak,  which  is  ufed  for  pipe- 
ftaves  and  fliip  timber,  is  called  the  upland  white  oak  ;  it  is 
one  of  the  mofl  ufeful  and  valuable  trees  of  the  American 
Fore  ft. 

+  '  I  am  uncertain  wliethcr  this  be  tlie  cineria  of  authors, 
*  and  therefore  have  added  the  mark  of  interrogation.  If  it 
'  be  not  the  n«f  m(to  which  tlie  charaflcr=i  prcttv  well  agree) 
'  it  has  no  fpeciuc  name.'  Dr.  Culler-, 
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"ble,  being  larger,  and  having  a  foftcr  fliell. 
3.  Oil-nut  or  butter-nut.  This  fpccies 
has  been  called,  by  feme  ^^wthoxSyjuglanSijIba^ 
and  by  others, /V<'^/rz.7j'  nigra.  It  differs  fpecif- 
ically  from  both,  and  therefore  Dr.  Cutler 
has  given  it  the  diftinguifliingname  o{  jugjans 
catharticiiy  exprelhve  of  the  peculiar  property 
of  its  bark,  the  extrad  of  which  is  one  of  the 
bed  cathartics  in  the  materia  medica.  It  nei- 
ther produces  gripings,  nor  leaves  the  patienf 
coi^ive,  and  may  be  made  efficacious,  v/ithout 
hazard,  by  incrcaling  the  dofc.  Its  operation 
is  kind  and  fafc,  even  in  the  moft  delicate 
conftitutions.  It  is  an  excellent  family  medi- 
cine, is  well  adapted  to  hofpitals,  navies  and 
armies.  It  was  much  ufed  by  the  military 
phyficians,  in  the  late  war  ;  and  it  may  become 
a  valuable  article  of  exportation.  It  is  faid  to 
be  one  of  the  beft  antidotes  againft  the  bite  of 
the  rattle-fnake.  The  fruit  of  this  tree,  v/hen 
gathered  young,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  makes 
an  excellent  pickle.  When  ripe,  it  is  a  fatten- 
ing food  for  fwine.  Its  Ihell  is  black,  hard 
and  rough.  Its  kernel  contains  a  large  quan- 
tity of  a  rich  fweet  oil.*     Its    wood  makes 

good 

*  In  the  foiithcrn  and  wcflcrn  parts  of  the  United  States, 
this  tree  is  found  in  very  great  ahiindancc.  ~  The  Indians 
preferred  the  oil  which  they  extrafted  fiom  the  nnt.  Of  this 
wc  have  an  early  tcRiinony  in  the  jv^iirnal  of  Fcrdinando  dc 
Soto,  A.  D.  1,540.  When  he  came  to  Chiaha,  fttuatc  near 
the-  Apahichian  mountiiins,   about  the  latitude  of  34  °  ,  hfc 

*  found 
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good  fencing  ftufF;  and  its  bark,  befides  thtf 
medicinal  virtues  which  it  polIefTes,  has  a 
quality  of  dying  feveral  lliades  of  grey  an4 
black. 

C  H  E  s-N  u  T .  ( fagus  cajlaned)  is  chiefly  ufed 
for  fencing;  it  is  ftraiglit,  coarfe  grained,  ea^ 
illy  riven  and  very  durable.  It  is  fometime^ 
fplit  into  ftaves  and  heading  for  dry  calks. 

Beech,  [fagus  fylvatica.y  Of  this  there 
are  three  varieties.  The  white  and  the  red 
are  ufed  as  fewel.  The  black  is  fmall  and 
tough,  and  is  ufed  only  ..ior  withes  and 
fwitches.  • ;  .-  : 

Hornbeam  [carpi?ms  betului)  is  a  fnmaU 
but  tough  tree,  and  is  ufed  only  for  levers, 
hand  fpikes  and  flakes. 

Button -WOOD  [pi at  anus  occi den  talis)  is  a 
large  tree,  but  as  tough  as  the  hornbeam.  It 
is  ufed  for  windlaffes,  wheels  and  blocks. 

Pine,  [pinus)  Of  this  genus  we  have  at 
leaft  feven  fpecies.  i.  The  White  Pine 
[pinus  jlrobus)  is  undoubtedly  the  prince  of 
the  American  foreft  in  fize,  age  and  majelty 
of  appearance.  More  of  this  fpecies  have 
been  produced  in  New-Hamplliire,  and  the 
caftern  counties  of  Maflachufetts  than  in  all 

America 

*  found  p;rcat  florc  of  oJl  of  walnuts,  clear  as  butter,  and  of 
'  leood  taftc'  {Purchas,  vol,  ,5,  page  1539.)  ^^^  Indians  of 
New-England  cxtraftcd  an  oil  from  acQrns,  by  boiling  them 
in  y/atcr  with  allies  oi punk,  or  the  rotten  heart  of  maple. 

jfojfdyn's  voyage. 


N  E  W^  H  A  M  P  S  H  1  R  E.       103 

America  befides.  Tliefe  trees  have  a  very 
thin  fap,  and  are  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of 
mafl-pinc  from  the  fucceeding-  growth  of  the 
fame  fpecies,  which  are  called  faplings.  The 
bloffom  of  this  and  other  pines  appears  about 
the  middle  of  June,  its  farina  is  of  a  bright 
yellow,  and  fo  fubtii  that  it  is  exhaled  with  va- 
por from  the  earth,  afccnds  into  the  clouds 
and  falls  with  rain,  forming  a  yellow  fcum  on 
the  furface  of  the  water,  which  the  ignorant 
erroneously  call  fulphur  from  the  fimilarity  of 
Its  colour. 

When  a  maft  tree  is  to  be  felled,  much 
preparation  is  nccelTary.  So  tall  a  ftick  with- 
out any  limbs  nearer  the  ground  than  eighty 
or  a  hundred  feet,  is  in  great  danger  of  break- 
ing in  the  fall.  To  prevent  this,  the  workmen 
have  a  contrivance  which  they  call  bedding  the 
tree,  which  is  thus  executed.  They  know  in 
what  direction  the  tree  will  fall  ;  and  they  cut 
down  a  number  of  fmallcr  trees  which  grow  in 
that  diredion  ;  or  if  there  be  none,  they  draw 
others  to  the  fpot,  and  place  them  {o  that  the 
falling  tree  may  lodge  on  their  branches  ; 
which  breaking  or  yielding  under  its  prelTure, 
render  its  fall  eafy  and  fafe.  A  time  of  deep 
fnow  is  the  moil  favorable  feafon,  as  the  rocks 
arc  then  covered,  and  a  natural  bed  is  formed 
to  receive  the  tree.  When  fallen,  it  is  ex- 
amined, and  if  to  appearance  it  be  found,  it  is 

cut 
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cut  in  the  proportion  of  three  feet  in  length  to 
every  inch  of  its  diameter,  for  a  maft;  but  if 
intended  for  a  bow-fprit  or  a  yard,  it  is  cut 
fliortcr.  If  it  be  not  found  throughout,  or  if 
it  break  in  falling,  it  is  cut  into  logs  for  the 
few  mill. 

When  a  maft  is  to  be  drawn,  as  its  length- 
will  not  admit  of  its  palling  in  a  crooked  road, 
a  ftraight  path  is  cut  and  cleared  for  it  through 
the  woods.  If  it  be  cut  in  the  neig^hbour- 
hood  of  a  large  river,  it  is  drawn  to  the  bank 
and  rolled  into  the  water,  or  in  the  winter  it 
is  laid  on  the  ice  to  be  floated  away  at  the 
breaking  up  of  the  river  in  the  fpring.  From 
other  lituations  mafts  are  now  conveyed 
twenty,  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  the  landing 
places,  at  the  head  of  the  tide,  and  as  the  dif- 
tance  has  increafed,  more  fafe  and  eafy  modes 
of  conveyance  have  been  invented.  Former- 
ly, if  drawn  on  wheels,  the  maft  was  raifed 
by  levers,  and  hung  by  chains  under  the  axle. 
In  this  cafe  it  was  neceftary  to  ufe  very  ftrong 
and  heavy  chains,  and  wheels  of  lixteen  or 
eighteen  feet  in  diameter,  that  the  maft,  in 
pafling,  might  be  cleared  from  the  ground,- 
which  was  often  encumbered  with  rocks  and 
ftumps.  Now,  the  common  wheels  and 
chains  are  ufed,  and  the  largeft  ftick,  by  a 
very  cafy  operation,  is  raifed  on  the  axle.  To 
perform  this,  the  wheels  being  brought  near 

to 


N  E  W-  H  A  M  P  S  H  I  R  E.       105 

to  it,  are  canted ;  the  axle  being  fet  in  a  per- 
pendicular pofition,  one  wheel  on  the  ground 
and  the  other  aloft.  The  maft  is  then  rolled 
over  the  rim  and  fpokes  of  the  lower  wheel, 
and  faftened  to  the  axle ;  and  when  it  is  thus 
fixed,  a  chain,  which  is  previoufly  made  faft  to 
the  oppofitc  fide  of  the  upper  wheel,  is  hooked 
to  a  yoke  of  oxen  j  who,  by  a  jerk,  bring  -> 
down  the  upper  and  raife  the  lower  wheel, 
and  thus  both  arc  brought  into  their  proper 
pofition,  with  the  mail  mounted  on  the  axle. 
They  ufe  two  pairs  of  wheels,  one  at  each  end 
of  the  mail:;  by  which  means,  it  is  not  galled 
by  fridion  on  the  ground  ;  and  the  draught  is 
rendered  much  eafier  for  the  cattle. 

When  a  mall  is  to  be  drawn  on  the  fnow, 
one  end  is  placed  on  a  (led,  fhorter,  but  higher 
than  the  common  fort,  and  refts  on  a  ftrong 
block,  which  is  laid  acrofs  the  middle  of  the 
fled.  Formerly,  the  butt  end  was  placed 
toremofi:,  and  faftened  by  chains  to  the  bars  of 
the  fled,  which  was  attended  by  this  inconve- 
nience ;  that  in  fidelong  ground,  the  Ifick  by 
its  rolling  would  ovcrfet  the  fled,  and  the 
drivers  had  much  difficulty  either  to  prevent 
or  remedy  this  difaflier,  by  the  help  of  levers 
and  ropes.  The  invention  of  the  fwivcl-chain 
precludes  this  difficulty.  One  part  of  this 
chain  is  fafl:ened  to  the  tongue  of  the  fled,  and 
the  other  to  the  fmallcfl:  end  of  the  mall,  by 
I J  means 
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means  of  a  circular  groove  cut  in  it ;  one  of 
the  intermediate  links  is, a  fvvivel,  which,  by 
its  eafy  turning,  allows  the  flick  to  roll  from 
jSde  to  fide,  without  overturning  the  fled.  In 
defcending  a  long  and  fceep  hill,  they  have  a 
contrivance  to  prevent  the  load  from  making 
too  rapid  a  defcent.  Some  of  the  cattle  are 
placed  behind  it ;  a  chain  which  is  attached  to 
their  yokes  is  brought  forward  and  faftened  to 
the  hinder  end  of  the  load,  and  the  refiftance 
which  is  made  by  thefe  cattle,  checks  the  de- 
fcent. This  operation  is  called  tailing.  The 
moft  dangerous  circumftance,  is  the  palling 
over  the  top  of  a  iharp  hill,  by  which  means, 
the  oxen  which  are  nearefl:  to  the  tongue  are 
fometimes  fufpended,  till  the  toremofl:  cattle 
can  draw  the  mail  fo  far  over  the  hill,  as  to 
give  them  opportunity  to  recover  the  ground. 
In  this  cafe  the  drivers  are  obliged  to  ufe  much 
judgment  and  care,  to  keep  the  cattle  from 
being  killed.  There  is  no  other  way  to  pre- 
vent this  inconvenience  than  to  level  the  roads. 
The  beft  white  pine  trees  are  fold  for  mails, 
bowfprits  and  yards,  for  large  Ihips.*  Thofe 
of  an   inferior  iize,  partly  unfound,  crooked,. 

Qt 

■■-  Douglafs  ["vol.  II,  p.  53.1  fpcaks  of  a  white  pine,  cut 
near  Dunflablc,  iu  1 736,  which  was  '  flraight  and  found,  fev- 
'■cnfcct  eight  inches  in  diameter,  at  the  butt  end.'  He  alfo 
fays,  that  when  'Col.  Partridge'- (formerly  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Kcv/-Hampfhirc)  '  had  the  mafl  contraft,  he  font 
*  I'lomc  a  few  of  30  indies,  and  two  of  42  inches,' 

I  have 
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or  broken  in  falling,  are  either  fawn  into  planks 
and  boards,  or  formed  into  canoes,  or  cut  into 
bolts  for  the  ule  of  coopers,  or  fplit  and  ihav- 
cd  into  clapboards  and  lliingles.  Boards  of 
this  wood  are  much  ufed  for  wainfcoting  and 
cabinet  work  ;  it  is  of  fmooth  grain,  and  when 
free  from  knots,  does  no  injury  to  the  tools  of 
the  workmen  j  but  the  foftnefs  of  its  texture 
fubjedts  it  to  Ihrink  and  fwell  with  the  weath- 
er* The  fapling  pine,  though  of  the  fame 
fpecies,  is  not  fo  firm  and  fmooth  as  the  vete- 
ran pine  of  the  foreft,  and  is  more  fenlibly  af- 
feded  by  the  weather.  ^pi 

I  have  obtained  from  (he  books  of  the  late  Contraftor, 
Mark  Hunking  Wcntworth,  Efq.  deceafed,  the  following 
account  of  the  lize  and  value  of  fuch  (licks  as  he  fent  to  Eng- 
land for  the  ufeof  the  navy. 

Marts.  Yards.  Bowfprits. 
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20 
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30 
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31 

26, 
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32 
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33 
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23 
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33 

32, 

-14 
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24 

32, 

34 
35 
36 
37 

40, 
42,10 

45, 
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N.  B.  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  all  thcfe  were  hewn  into 
ilie  proper  fliapc  before  the  final  dimcnlions  v/ere  takun, 
H-Jiich  dctorininod  their  value. 
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The  ft  limps  and  roots  of  the  maft  pine  are 
very   durable.     It  is  a  common  faying,  that 

*  no   man  ever  cut  down  a  pine,  and  Hved  to 

*  fee  the  ftump  rotten.'  After  many  years, 
when  the  roots  have  been  loofened  by  the  froft, 
they  are,  with  much  labor,  cut  and  dug  out 
of  the  ground,  and  being  turned  up  edge  way, 
are  fet  for  fences  to  fields ;  in  which  ftate  they 
have  been  known  to  remain  found  for  half  a 
century.  A  collecflion  of  thefe  roots  would 
make  an  impenetrable  abbatis^  which  nothing 
but  fire  could  eafily  deflroy. 

Before  the  revolution,  all  white  pines  (ex- 
cepting thofe  growing  in  any  to\vn{hip  grant- 
ed before  the  twenty-firfl:  of  September,  1 722) 
were  accounted  the  King's  property,  and  heavy 
penalties  were  annexed  to  the  cutting  of  them, 
without  leave  from  the  King's  furveyor.  Since 
that  event,  thefe  trees,  like  all  others,  are  the 
property  of  the  landholder. 

(2.)  The  YELLOW  PINE  {^piuus  pine  a)  is 
harder  and  heavier  than  the  white,  but  never 
grows  to  the  fame  fize  ;  its  planks  and  boards 
are  ufed  for  the  floors  of  houfes  and  the  decks 
of  fhips. 

(3.)  The  PITCH  PINE  [^pinus  toida)  is  the 
hardefl  and  heavieft  of  all  the  pines ;  it  is  fome- 
times  put  to  the  fame  ufes  as  the  yellow  pine; 
t)ut  at  prefent  the  principal  ufe  of  it  is  for 
fcwel.     When  burnt  in  kilns,   it  makes  the 

beft 
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bell  kind  of  charcoal ;  its  knots  and  roots  be- 
ing full  of  the  terebinthine  oil,  aftord  a  light 
furpaffing  candles  ;  its  loot  is  colled:ed,  and 
ufed  for  lamp  black.  The  making  of  tar 
from  it,  is  now  wholly  difufed.  Formerly^ 
when  it  was  made,  the  method  was  this.  A 
piece  of  clay  ground  was  chofen  ;  or  if  fuch 
could  not  conveniently  be  had,  the  earth  was 
paved  with  done  or  brick,  in  a  circular  form, 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  raifed 
in  the  middle,  and  a  circular  trench  was  drawn 
round  it,  a  few  indies  in  depth.  The  wood 
being  cut  and  fplit,  was  fc't  upright  in  a  coni- 
cal pile,  and  covered  on  every  fide  with  fods, 
a  hole  being  left  open  at  the  top,  where  the 
pile  was  let  on  fire.  The  confined  heat  melt- 
ed the  relinous  juices  of  the  wood,  Vvhich 
flowed  out  at  the  bottom  into  the  circular 
trench,  and  was  conducted,  by  other  gutters, 
to  holes  in  the  earth,  in  which  were  let  bar- 
rels to  receive  it.  Turpentine  is  coUedted 
from  every  fpccies  of  the  pine,  by  boxing  the 
trees  ;  that  from  the  white  pine  is  the  pureft  j 
it  fometimes  diftils  from  the  tree  in  beauti- 
fully tranfparent  drops. 

(4.)  Tlie  LARCH  [pinuj  Lin'x)  is  the  only 
tree  of  the  terebinthine  quality  which  (beds 
its  leaves  in  autumn.  Its  turpentine  is  faid  to 
be  the  fame  with  the  Burgundy  pitch. 

.     (5-)  The 
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(5.)  The  FIR  [pinus  balfamea)  yields  a  fine 
balfam,  which  is  contained  in  fmall  bhfters  on 
the  exterior  furface  of  its  bark.  This  balfam 
is  ufed  both  as  an  external  and  internal  medi- 
cine. The  wood  is  coarfer,  and  more  brittle, 
than  the  pine,  and  is  feldom  either  hewn  or 
fawn. 

(6.)  OfsFRTTCE  {-pinus  canadejijis)  we  have 
tw^o  varieties,  the  white  and  the  black.     The 
rjshite  fpruce  is  tall  and  flender,   its  grain   is 
twifting,  and  when  ftripped  of  its  bark,  it  will 
crack  in  a  warm  fun.     It  is  the  worfl:  wood 
for  fevvel,  becaufe  of  its  continual  fnapping ; 
in  this  refpedl  it  exceeds  hemlock  and  chef- 
nut  ;  both  which  are  remarkable  for  the  fame 
ill  quality.     It  is  fometimes  formed  into  oars 
for  large  boats,   but  is  inferior  to  afh.     It  is 
often  ufed  for  fpars,  for  fencing  fluff"  and  for 
fcafPolding,   for   all  which  purpofes,  its  form 
and  texture  render  it  verv  convenient,  as  it  is 
flraight  and   tough,  and   may   be  had  of  any 
iize  from   two  inches  to  two  feet  in  diameter. 
The  black  fpruce  is  ufed  only  for  beer.     The 
young  twigs  of  it  arc  boiled  till  the  bark  may 
cafily  be   llripped  from  the  wood,  and  being 
iweetencd    with   molafTes,  make  one  of  the 
moft  pleafant  and  wholefome  beverages  which 
nature  affords.     Of  this  fpruce,  is  made   the 
cffence,  which  is  as  wtVi  known  in  Europe  as 
in  America. 

(7-)  Th« 
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(•7.)  The  HEMLOCK  (^pi?ws  abics)  is,  in 
Hature,  the  next  tree  to  the  mafi:  pine.  It 
^rows  largeft  in  fwampy  land,  and  is  very 
ilraight.  Its  grain  is  coarfe,  and  is  not  eafily 
fpUt  or  hewn,  but  is  fawed  into  planks,  joifts, 
and  laths.  Its  chief  excellence  in  buildino;  is, 
that  it  holds  a  nail  exceedingly  well.  It  makes 
good  flooring  for  bridges  and  barns,  and  the 
round  timber  is  very  durable  in  wharfs  and 
dams.  The  bark  is  excellent  for  tannincr 
leather.  The  balfam  of  the  hemlock  is  iifed 
medicinally,  but  it  cannot  be  collefted  in  any 
great  quantities. 

White  cedar  (jhuja  Occident  alls.') 
Red  cedar  i^jimipcrus  virgi?jiana. ) 

*  The  white  cedar  of  the    fouthern  States 

*  [cuprejfus  thyoidcs)    is   a  very  different   tree 

*  from  the  white  cedar  of  the  northern  States  ; 

*  but  the  red  cedar  is  the  famiC  in  all  the  States. 

*  It  is  a  juniper,  and  a  fpccies  of  that  in  Eu- 

*  rope    which   produces    the   juniper  berries. 

*  The  wood  of  the  red  cedar,  is  more  durable, 

*  when  fet  in  the  earth,  than  any  other  wood 

*  growing  in  this  country.' 

*  We  have  another  fpecies  of  juniper  {^ju- 

*  niperus  fabina)   which    does   not  rife  more 
^  than  eighteen  inches  from  the  ground  ;  but 

*  the   branches     extend    horizontally   feveral 

*  yards  ;  and  form,    in  open  paftures,  an  ex- 

*  tenfive  bed  of  evergreen.      The  leaves   are 

*  n)ixed 
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*  mixed  with  oats,  and  given  to  horfes  to  de- 

*  ftroy  the  worms,  which  infefl  their  bowels.' 

White  willow  (^falix  alba)  is  originally 
an,  exotic,  but  now  well  naturalized  and  much 
propagated.     *  The  bark  of  this  tree  is  ufed  as 

*  a  fubftitute  for  the  cortex  peruviana.^ 

Swamp  willow  (^falix)  is  the  firft  tree 
that  fliows  ics  bloffoms  in  the  fpring.  In 
fome  feafons,  its  white  flowers  exhibit  a  de- 
lightful appearance,  when  all  the  neighbour- 
ing trees  remain  in  their  wantry  hue. 

Poplar  or  Aspen  [fopulus  tremula . )  This 
tree  is  more  frequently  found  in  open  or  clear 
land,  than  in  thick  woods.  It  is  of  quick 
o-rowth.  The  wood  is  white,  foft  and  fmooth. 
It  is  ufed  for  lafts  and  heels  of  fhoes,  and  for 
fome  kinds  of  turned  work. 

Black  POPLAR, or  Balsam  TREE.  This 
is  a  beautiful  foreft  tree,  of  a  large  fize,  and 
quick  growth  ;  very  proper  for  walks  and 
fhades.  Its  buds,  in  the  fpring,  are  full  of  a 
rich  balfam,  refembling  the  balfam  of  Peru. 
As  the  buds  expand  the  balfam  difappears. 

Of  the  MAPLE  we  have  three  fpecies.  i. 
The  WHITE  {^accr  negundo)  efpecially  that 
which  is  curled  in  its  grain,  is  much  ufed  in  cab- 
inet work  5  it  is  firm  and  fmooth  ;  it  takes  a 
fine  polifli,  and  may  be  ftained  of  the  colour 
of  black  walnut  or  mahogany.  2.  The  red 
'\accy  rubnhn)  grows  in  fwanips,  and  is  fit  on- 
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ly  for  fevvel.  3.  The  black  or  rock  ma- 
ple, exceeds  the  others  in  this  rel'ped:,  being 
of  a  very  clofe  texture,  hard  and  heavy,  even 
when  perfedily  dry.  But  the  grand  excellen- 
cy of  this  tree,  is  the  laccharine  quality  of  its 
flip,  which  has  obtained  for  it  the  name  of 
SUGAR  MAPLE,  (^accr Jlicchari num .) 

Thofe  trees  which  grow  in  cleared  land,  do 
not  yield  fap  in  fuch  quantities  as  thofe  which 
grow  in  the  thick  woods  ;  but  it  is  richer. 
I'he  fame  difference  is  obferved  between  thofe 
which  grow  in  wet  and  in  dry  land. 

To  procure  the  fap,  an  incifion  is  made  by 
two  fcores,  an  inch  and  half,  or  two  inches 
deep,  and  from  fix  to  eight  inches  long,  in 
the  form  of  the  letter  V.  This  method  of  tap- 
ping caufes  the  tree  to  bleed  very  freely,  and 
in  two  or  three  years,  kills  it;  a  circumflance 
not  much  regarded  where  the  trees  are  numer- 
ous, and  a  continual  fucceffion  of  them,  may 
be  had  ;  but  if  care  be  taken  to  tap  them,  by 
making  a  fmall  circular  incifion,  and  filling  it 
with  a  plug  when  the  fcafon  is  paft,  the  bark, 
will  cover  the  wound,  and  the  tree  will  lafl 
many  years.  From  the  lower  part  of  the  in- 
cifion, the  fap  is  guided  by  a  fmall  ftick  into  a 
trough,  containing  two  or  three  gallons.  Thcfe 
troughs  are  made  by  cutting  the  pine,  or  fome 
other  foft  wood,  into  pieces  of  a  yard  long, 
and  fplitting  them  in  halves,  a  cavity  is  then 

made 
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made  in  each  half,  by  a  narrow  axe,  and  fa 
expert  are  the  woodmen  at  this  buiinefs,  that 
one  of  them  will  make  thirty  or  forty  in  a  day. 
Larger  troughs  or  vats,  are  placed  in  a  central 
fituation,  to  fervc  as  refervoirs  for  the  fap 
when  collcftcd. 

The  fcafon  for  tapping  the  trees  is  in  March, 
and  the  fap  will  not  run  but  in  a  clear  day, 
fucceeding  a  frofty  night.  A  full  grown  tree 
will  then  yield  from  two  to  three  gallons  each 
day.  The  perfons  employed  in  the  buiinefs, 
viiit  each  tree,  and,  collecting  the  fap  in  buck- 
ets, remove  it  to  the  larger  troughs,  or,  if  the 
ground  be  very  exten five,  it  is  put  into  barrels, - 
which  are  drawn  on  fleds  to  the  place  appoint- 
ed for  boiling.  The  kettles  in  which  it  is 
boiled,  are  commonly  the  fame  which  are  ufed 
for  culinary  purpofes,  fufpended  in  the  ufual 
manner,  but  the  beft  way  is  to  u{t  broad  ket- 
tles, fet  in  brick  or  il:one,with  the  fire  confin- 
ed under  the  bottom,  and  not  flaming  up 
round  the  fides,  in  which  cafe  there  is  danger 
of  burning  the  fugar.  As  the  fap  evaporates 
the  kettles  are  filled  up,  the  boiling  is  continu- 
ed, and  the  liquor  is  Ikimmed  till  it  becomes 
athickfyrup.  In  this  ftate  it  may  refl  for  a 
week,  and  in  the  mean  time,  more  of  the  fap 
may  undergo  the  flime  procefs,  and  be  reduced 
to  a  lefs  quantity. 

Th« 
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The  next  operation  is  granulating,  which 
may  be  done  on  a  cloudy  da}-,  A\hen  no  fap 
can  be  colleded.  But  if  there  be  a  fucceiuon 
of  fair  weather,  the  trees  will  difcharge  fo  i\\{t, 
that  the  collediion  muft  be  attended  to  by  day, 
snd  the  boiling  by  night.  AVhen  the  fyrup  is 
to  be  granulated,  the  boiling  is  repeated.  The 
kettle  is  then  not  more  than  half  filled,  to  pre- 
vent wafle.  To  check  tjie  too  fuddcn  rifing 
of  the  liquor,  a  fmall  piece  of  clean  butter  or 
tallow  is  occafionally  thrown  in.  To  know 
when  it  will  o-ranulate,  a  little  of  it  is  taken 
out  and  cooled,  and  when  it  appears  to  be  in 
this  ftate,  the  whole  is  poured  into  a  cooler. 
After  the  grain  is  formed,  it  is  hung  in  bags  to 
drain.  A  fmall  quantity  of  quick iime,  put 
into  the  liquor,  as  is  ufual  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
would  promote  and  improve  the  granula- 
tion. 

In  every  ftn<re  of  the  work  much  neatnefs  is 
required.  The  fan  muil  be  ftrained  through  a 
nanncl  fieve  before  the  firft  boiling,  to  clear  it 
of  chips,  leaves  and  other  adventitious  fubftan- 
ccs  ;  and  before  the  fecond  boiling,  it  muft  un- 
dergo another  ftraining.  When  the  feafon  is 
over,  the  troughs  are  either  piled  in  a  drv 
place,  bottom  upward,  or  fet  on  end  againft 
the  trees,  to  be  kept  clean  for  another  feafon. 
The  fugar,  thus  procured,  is,  by  fome  of  the 
r.eatcft  workmen,  rendered  as  white  as  the  fineft 

mulcovado. 
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mufcovado.  It  is  an  agreeable  fvveet,  fre- 
quently fupplying  the  place  of  milk  and  meat, 
and  affording  wholefome  and  nourifhing  food 
for  children.  The  drainings  of  the  fugar,  or 
the  laft  run  of  the  fap,  which  will  not  granu- 
late, are  ufed  as  molalTes,  to  fweeten  cakes, 
puddings  and  other  viands.  A  very  palatable 
and  rcirefhing  beer  is  made  by  boiling  down 
the  fap  to  a  quarter  part,  and  fermenting  it 
with  yeafh,  and  another  extremely  wholefome 
liquor,  is  obtained  from  the  decodiion  of  fpruce 
in  the  fap.  Vinegar  alfo  is  made  byexpofing 
the  fap  to  the  air. 

The  fugar,  thus  extra 6ted  from  the  maple, 
is  clear  sain  to  the  induftrious  hufbandman. 
It  is  made  at  a  time  of  the  year  when  no  field 
labor  can  be  done.  The  ground  is  then  cov- 
ered with  fnow,  which  being  hardened  by  the 
froft,  will  bear  a  man*s  weight.  One  man 
and  a  boy  have  coUedied  a  fufficiency  of  fap 
for  five  hundred  pounds  of  fugar,  and  a  man, 
with  two  boys,  for  feven  hundred.  The 
boiling  is  often  performed  by  women.  Thefe 
trees  are  found  in  many  parts  of  the  country  ; 
but  they  abound  moft  in  the  lands  between  the 
White  mountains  and  Connecticut  river.  The 
wood  is  very  fuitable  for  the  ufe  of  carpenters, 
who  make  of  it  felloes  of  wheels,  where  oak 
cannot  eafily  be  procured,  as  is  the  cafe  in  a 
great  extent  of  country  in  the  northweftern 
part  of  the  State.  Of 
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Of  ASH  we  have  two  fpecies.  i.  The 
WHITE  ASH  {^fraxinus  exccljiof-)mgoodi\iv\ii, 
grows  to  the  iize  of  three  feet  in  diameter. 
It  is  very  tall,  ftraight  and  tough.  Its  leaves 
and  bark  are  an  antidote  to  the  venom  of  the 
rattle-fnake.  The  wood  is  eafily  riven,  and 
makes  durable  rails  for  fences.  It  is  alfo 
formed  into  oars  and  handfpikes,  and  ferves 
for  the  frames  of  ploughs,  carts,  fleighs,  and 
riding  carriages,  and  for  the  handles  of  many 
ufeful  tools  in  agricultural  and  mechanical 
employments.  2.  The  other  fpecies  is  black 
Asn  i^fraxi/ius  amcricana)  of  which  the  red  and 
YELLOW  are  varieties.  Splints  of  the  wood 
of  afli  are  obtained  by  pounding  it  with  a  maul, 
and  are  employed  in  making  bafkets  and 
brooms.  This  knowledge  was  probably  de- 
rived from  the  Indians.  The  roots  of  yellow 
afh,  are  ufed  by  turners,  for  the  making  of 
plates  and  bowls. 

After  going  through  the  catalogue  of  forefl 
trees,  it  may  be  proper  to  obfcrve,  that  all 
woods,  which  grow  on  high  land,  are  more 
firm  and  folid,  and  better  for  timber  or  fewel, 
than  thofe  which  grow  in  fwamps.  The  fame 
difference  may  i2:enera]lv  be  obfcrved  between 
thofe  in  the  open  grounds,  and  thofe  in  the 
thick  fliade  of  the  foreft.  The  pine  is  an  ex- 
ception to  this  remark  ;  but  whether  the  im- 
menfe  age  or  fuperior  flature  of  the  foreft  pine 

be 
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be  the  caufes  which  rcnJcr  it  more  firm  than 
tliat  which  is  found  in  the  pallures,  cannot  at 
prefcnt  be  afccrtained. 

From  fcveral  experiments  made  by  the 
Count  de  Buffon,  it  appears  that  the  wood 
of  trees,  ftrippcd  of  their  bark  in  the  fpring, 
and  lett  to  dry  (landing  till  they  are  dead,  is 
harder,  heavier  and  ftrongcr,  more  folid  and 
durable  than  that  of  trees  felled  in  their  bark ; 
and  that  the  fappy  part  of  wood,  without 
bark,  is  not  only  ftronger  than  the  common, 
but  much  more  fo  than  the  heart  of  wood  ia 
bark,  though  lefs  heavy.  The  phyfical  caufc 
of  this  augmentation  of  ftrength  and  folidity 
]ie  thus    explains.     *  Trees  increafe  in  lize 

*  by  additional  coats  of  new  wood,  which  is 

*  formed  from  the  running  fap  between    the 

*  bark  and  the  old  wood.     Trees  llripped  of 

*  their  bark,  form  none  of  thefe  nevv'  coats,  and 

*  though  they  live  after  the  bark  is  taken  off 
,*  they  do  not  grow.  The  fubftance  deftined  to 

*  form  the  new  wood,  finding  itfelfftopped  and 

*  obliged  to  fix  in  the  void  places  both  of  the 

*  fap  and  heart,  augments  the  folidity  and  con- 
'  fequently  the  flrength  of  the  wood.'* 

Belide  the  immcnfe  quantity  of  living  wood 
with  which  the  forefl:  abounds,  nature  hath 
provided  an  ample  ftore  of  that  follil,  ligneous 

fubifance 

*  Nat.  HilT.  Vol.  V.  p.  9.Gr.  It  man;  be  obforvc-d  that  hi* 
expcrirncnts  were  made  on  oaks, 
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fubftance  called  peiit.  It  appears  to  be  formed 
of  the  deciduous  parts  of  trees  and  llirubs, 
preferved  in  a  peculiar  manner,  in  the  eartii. 
It  is  ufually  found  in  fwamps  between  or  un- 
der hills,  where  it  has  been  accumulating  for 
many  ages.  The  decayed  vegetation  of  one 
period  having  fervcd  as  a  foil  in  which  anoth-^ 
er  growth  has  taken  root  and  come  to  maturi- 
ty. In  the  town  of  Dover  are  two  fwamps, 
which,  within  the  Lift  twenty-five  years,  have 
been  cleared  of  the  ftumps  and  roots  of  the 
lateft  growth,  which  were  pine  and  hemlock. 
In  digging  them  up,  another  tier  of  ftumps 
was  found  under  them,  the  roots  of  which 
were  found  ;  and  in  fome  inftances  a  third 
ftump  appeared  under  the  fecond.  In  fuch 
fwamps  is  found  the  peat  ;  in  which  the 
fliape  ot  twigs,  bark  and  leaves  is  very  appar- 
ent ;  but  on  prelfurc  it  is  confolidated  into  a 
foft  fatty  fubftance.  This  being  dug  in  fpits 
of  a  proper  fize,  and  dried,  becomes  valuable 
fewel;  of  which,  though  at  prcfcnt  little  ufe 
is  made,  yet  pofterity  will  doubtlefs  reap  the 
benefit.*  It 

*   '  I  very  much  doubt  your  dodiine  of  p"at.     It  appear* 

*  to  me  to  be  a  fubilancc  fid  s^eneris.  Deciduous  parts  of 
'  trees  and  flirubs  arc  often  found  mixed  with  :t.  But  its  in- 
'  (LimmaWe  property,  I  concci\c.  docs  riOt  depend  on  the 
'  mere  adventitious  coUeflions  of  decayed  vegetables;  for  al- 

*  though  peat   is  found  in  places  favourable  to  fuch  collco 

*  tions,  yet  it  is  not  found  in  every  place  where  thofc  coUcc- 

*  tions  have  been  made.  Behdcs,  in  all  the  peat  I  liave  ex- 
•"  Jinincd^thcr,-  arc  numcro'.is  fibres  of  si  uiTjuldr  conllruclion, 

\'ariouil  / 
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It  is  not  my  intention  to  write,  fyftematical- 
ly,the  natural  hifloiy  of  the  country,  or  tode- 
Icribe,  witli  botanical  accuracy,  the  indigenous 
vegetables  wlilch  it  contains  ;  but  briefly  to 
take  notice  of  fuch  as  are  endowed  with  the 

mod 

varloufly  rami{ied  ;  in  fomc  kinds  they  are  extremely  fine, 
in  others  as  large  as  a  pack  tlircad.  When  the  peat  is  firfl; 
taken  from  the  pit.  the  threads  may  be  traced  a  confidera- 
ble  length,  and,  when  wafhed,  they  have  an  appearance 
which  has  iudiiccd  me  to  fufpeft  a  vegetable  organization. 
If  they  are  a  living  vegetable,  they  fccm  to  forrri  the  link 
between  the  vegetable  and  foflll  kingdom.  It  feems  mod 
probable,  if  thofe  fibres  ar-^  not  vegetable  fid  generis,  they 
may  be  the  fibrous  roots  of  a  bed  of  fome  particular  fpecie^ 
of  mofs,  upon  which  there  has  been  a  large  collection  of 
matter,  vv'hich  has  buried  them  a  certain  depth  under 
ground,  where  they  are  not  fubject  to  putrefaction.  But 
there  feems  to  be  an  inflammable  fofTil  in  the  compofition 
of  peat,  different  from  the  earth  commonly  found  in  fimi- 
lar  places.  I  am  told  fome  peat  appears  to  be  entirely  a 
fofTil,  though  I  have  never  feen  any  fuch.  It  is  as  eafy  to 
conceive  of  fuch  a  foffil  as  of  pit-coal.  If  the  foffil  con- 
tains the  inflammable  principle,  it  is  not  derived  from  de- 
ciduous vegetables.  Have  you  never  heard  of  its  growing 
again  where  it  has  been  dug  out  ?  One  of  my  neighbours 
has  often  told  me  that  a  ditch  was  dug  through  a  meadow 
in  his  farm,  many  years  ago,  where  there  is  a  body  of  peat ; 
that  the  depth  of  the  ditch  exceeded  the  depth  of  the 
peat  ;  and  that  the  peat  has  puflied  out  on  both  fides  fo  as 
nearly  to  meet  in  the  center,  but  the  fides  of  the  ditch  a- 
bove  and  below,  remain  much  the  fame,  except  fome  little 
change,  which  the  length  of  time  has  produced.  I  have 
not  feen  the  place  ;  but  were  I  affured.  of  this  fa£b,  I 
fhould  be  Inclined  to  believe  the  fibres  to  be  living  vege- 
tables, and  the  folfil  to  be  poilcfTed  of  the  propety  of  fpar, 
v/ith  regard  to  the  ir.creafe  of  its  bulk  ;  and  that  thcfc  two 
fubftances  were  mutiuiHy  dependent  on  each  other.' 

MS.  letter  of  Dr.  Cutler. 
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moft  remarkable  qualities,  either  falutary  or 
noxious. 

Of  grapes  we  have  two  fpecies.  The 
BLACK  GRAPE  ( vitis  labrufcd)  and  the  fox- 
grape  (yitis  vulpina.^  Of  thefe  there  are 
feveral  varieties.  From  the  fpecimens  of  for- 
eign grapes,  which  ripen  in  our  gardens,  there 
is  fufficient  reafon  to  beheve  that  the  cukure  of 
vines,  in  favorable  fituations,  might  be  attend- 
ed with  fucccfs.  This  opinion  is  corroborated 
by  the  judgment  of  foreigners,  ocrafionally 
refident  with  us. 

The  BLACK  CURRANT  i^fibes  nigrutn)  is  a 
native  of  our  fwamps,  and  is  much  improved 
by  culture.  It  is  not  much  ufed  as  food,  but 
is  an  excellent  medicine  for  a  fore  mouth  and 
throat. 

The  WILD  GOOSEBERRY  [ribcs grojularid) 
is  very  common  in  the  borders  of  woods,  and 
has  been  greatly  meliorated  by  cultivation. 

We  have  feveral  fpecies  of  w  11  o rt  l e  b  e  r- 
RIES  {^jaccinium  corymbofuni)  which  grow  in 
great  abundance  and  ferve  as  wholefome  and 
palatable  food  ;  fomc  of  them  are  dried  for 
winter. 

The  craneberry  [yaccinium  oxycoccos) 
is  a  fruit  peculiar  to  America.  The  common 
fpecies  grows  on  a  creeping  vine  in  meadows. 
The  branches  of  the  vine  take  root  at  the 
joints,  and  overfpread  the  ground  to  the  extent 
I  of 
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of  an  acre.  The  berries  hang  on  very  flender 
ftalks.  At  firft  they  are  white,  but  turn  red 
as  they  ripen,  and  when  full  grown,  are  of 
the  fize  of  a  cherry.  They  yield  an  agreea- 
ble acid  juice,  and,  whenilewed  and  made  in- 
to a  jelly,  are  extremely  cooling  in  a  fever,  and 
a  delicious  iluice  at  the  table.  They  may  be 
kept  a  long  time  in  water,  and  fuffer  no  inju- 
ry from  the  fro  ft.  They  are  frequently  fent 
abroad,  and  are  highly  refrelhing  at  fea.  The 
beft  way  to  preferve  them  for  long  voyages,  is 
to  put  them  up,  clean  and  dry,  in  bottles,  clofe- 
}y  corked.  There  is  another  fpecies  of  crane- 
berry,  which  graws  in  clufters  on  a  bufli,  but 
it  is  not  {o  large  nor  fo-  common  as  the  other. 

The  common  raspberr.y  [j-ubus  rdceus)  is 
found  in  the  moft  exuberant  plenty  in  the  new 
plantations,  and  in  the  old,  by  the  fides  of 
fields  and  roads.  The  superb  raspberry 
(j'uhus  canadenjis)  is  larger  and  more  delicate, 
its  blolTom  is  purple,  and  its  leaves  are  fome- 
times  a  foot  in  diameter. 

The  BRAMBLE-BERRY  i^rubus  occidentalis,)' 

The    RUNNING    BLACKBERRY    i^VubuS  moluC- 

canus^j  The  upright  blackberry  (n/- 
bus  fruticfus^)  are  alfo  very  common,  efpecially 
m  the  newly  -cleared  land,  and  afford  an  agree- 
able refrefliment. 

The  strawberry  i^fragdria  vefcd)  in 
fome  parts  of  the  country,  is  very  luxuriant  la 

new 


i 
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new  fields  and  paflures  j  but  it  is  capable  of 
great  improvement  by  cultivation. 

The  HAZLE-NUT  [corylus  ave liana)  is  found 
in  the  negleded  parts  of  paflurcs,  and  by  the 
fides  of  rivers. 

There  are  two  fpecies  of  ground-nuts. 
One  {hcJianthus  tubcrofus)  bears  a  yellow  blof- 
fom,  refembling  the  funflovver.  Tlie  other 
{.glicine  apios)  is  a  vine,  whiclv  twines  itfelf 
about  bufhes,  and  bears  a  bloflbm  and  fruit 
refembling  a  pea.  The  roots  were  much  ufed 
for  food  by  the  Indians,  and  are  indeed  very 
palatable.  I  know  not  whether  they  have 
been  cultivated  ;  but  the  former  might  be 
planted  like  the  potatoe. 

Befidesthefe,  there  are  feveral  kinds  of  plum? 
and  other  wild  fruits,  which  have  not  been  re- 
duced to  a  fyftematical  order,  nor  diliinguiili- 
ed  by  any  bul»  trivial  names  ^ 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  native  vegetables, 
which  are  ufed  for  medicinal  and  domeflic 
purpofcs.  Among  thcfe  may  be  reckoned  the 
lollowino:  : 

The  BAYBERKY  (myri'sa  C€  rife  fa)  the 
leaves  of  which  yield  an  agreeable  perfume, 
and  the  fruit  a  delicate  green  wax,  which  is: 
made  into  candles .  Ginseng  (^panax  trifoli- 
u?}i)  fo  rnuch  efteemed  by  the  Chinefe,  is  found 
in  great  plenty  in  the  weflern  part  of  the  State, 
and  it  is  faid  that  the  farther  northward  it  is 
found,  the  better  is  its  quality.  It  was  form- 
I  2  '^^rK'' 
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crly  thought  that  the  ginfeng  grew  only  m 
China  and  Tartary  ;  but  it  was  difcovered  in 
America  about  the  year  1750,  and  fome  fpec- 
imens  of  it  having  been  fent  to  England,  and 
thence  to  China,  it  was,  on  trial,  acknowledg- 
ed, by  the  Chinefe  themfelves,  to  be  the  fame 
with  the  oriental  ginfeng. 

The  proper  time  for  gathering  this  root,  is 
in  September,  juft  before  the  froft  kills  the 
ftem.  The  way  of  curing  it  in  China,  is  thus 
related.      *  After  the  ginfeng  is  gathered,  it  is 

*  cleaned,  then  dipped  in  fcalding  water,  and 

*  the  ligneous  bark  rubbed  off  with  a  piece  of 

*  dry  flannel.     It  is   then  laid  acrofs  fticks, 

*  over  a  vefrel,in  which  yellow  millet*  is  boil- 

*  ing,  with  a  gentle  iire,  and  covered  with   a 

*  cloth.     The  fteam  of  the  boiling  millet  gives 

*  it  that  colour  which  is  admired  by  the  Chi- 

*  nefe.  When  the  roots  are  thus  prepared,  they 

*  muft  be  dried  and  kept  clofe,  otherwife  they 

*  will  corrupt  or  be  deftroyed  by  worms. '  This 
root  once  promifed  to  be  a  valuable  article  of 
commerce  with  China  j  butthefaleof  it  has  been 
greatly  injured  by  the  loofe  and  carclefs  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  packed,  and  the  toct 
great  quantity  which  has  been  at  once  export- 
ed. It  might  however,  by  fame  proper  regu- 
lations, be  ftill  rendered  advantageous.. 

The 

*  Millet  i-  very  cafily  cultivated,  and  yields  a  vaft  ia- 
crr.afc,,     J  have  ccinted  ton  rhnur-iri'-l  rr-i\is<  on  one  flalk. 
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The  PRICKLY  ASH  (its  genus  unknown) ^w-c^^x^ 
is  a  fhrub,  growing  in  moift  places,  and  fome-  ^^^Z^^^X^loT 
times  riling  into  a  Imall  tree.  It  is  armed 
•w\\.\ifpicul<^y  like  the  locuft.  The  bark  has  a 
high  degree  of  warmth  and  pungency  ;  with 
which,  in  the  feed,  is  combined  an  agreeable 
aroma.  The  former  is  efteemed  an  excellent 
remedy  for  the  chronic  rhcumatifm.  The 
latter  were  ufed  by  the  foldiers,  in  the  late  war, 
and  by  many  other  people,  remote  from  the 
trading  towns,  as  a  fubflitute  for  pepper  in 
feafoning  food.  It  is  chiefly  found  in  the 
weftern  part  of  the  State. 

The  Garget  {^phytolacca  dccandrd)  is  a  val- 
uable plant.  Its  berries  yield  a  beautiful  pur- 
ple juice,  which  might  be  ufed  in  dying.  Its 
root  is  in  great  repute  among  farriers. 

Of  the  ELDER  there  arc  two  fpecies, 
BLACK  ^fambuccus  nigra)  and  red  (viburnum 
opulus.)  The  former  is  too  well  known  to  need 
any  defcription  ;  as  are  the  maiden-hair 
{adianthu\  pcdatuJh^  the  sarsaparilla 
{aralia)  snake  root  i^polygala  fcnega)  and 
many  others. 

There  are  feveral  plants,  the  virtues  of 
which  were  well  known  to  the  Indians,  but 
are  now  either  negleded  or  unknown.  One 
of  thefe  is  a  running  vine,  bearing  a  fmall 
red  berry,  and  a  round  leaf,  which  JofTelyn 
(who   wrote   in    1672)   fays,   the   filhermen 

called 
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called  poke  ;*  it  is  known  to  the  hunters 
hy  the  name  of  Indian  tobacco y  and  it  was  ufed 
by  the  natives,  before  their  acquaintance  with 
the  Europeans,  forfmoaking,  and  afterward  was 
frequently  mixed  with  the  true  tobacco  from 
the  fouthern  parts  of  America.  It  has  a  ftrong 
narcotic  quality.  It  grows  on  the  fummit  of 
Agamenticusj  and  on  many  other  mountains 
and  dry  elevated  places. 

Another  is  the  Indian  hemp  [afclepias)  of 
which  the  Indians  made  their  bow-ftrings. 
,The  fibres  of  its  bark  are  ftrong,  and  may  be 
wrought  into  a  fine  thread.  The  silk  grass, 
sinother  fpecics  of  the  afclepias y  bears  a  pod, 
containing  a  down,  which  may  be  carded  and 
fpun  into  candle  wicks. 

The  wicTH  hazel(av7;/VJ/;.v//j')  was  much 
ufed  by  the  Indians,  as  a  remedy  for  inflamma- 
tions. 

We  have  at  lead  three  fpecies  of  the  lobelia  ; 
one  of  which  is  a  ftrong  emetic  ;  another  {^lohe- 
lia  cardinalis)  is  employed  in  the  cure  of  a  dif- 
cafe,  with  the  name  of  which  I  will  not  flaia 
my  page. 

The  vine,  called  buck  bean  [jnenyanthes)  is 
faid  to  be  a  rare  plant  in  this  country,  and  of 
lingular  ufe  in  medicine.  It  grows  at  JaflFrey, 
pear  the  grand  Monadnock.  r^, 

*  Poke  is  the  name  by  which  the  ^ar^ct  id  known  in  tl^p 
^iJdlc  States. 
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The  arwn,  or  fkunk  cabbage,  has  been  found 
very  efficacious  in  afthmatic  complaints. 

It  may  be  proper  to  clofe  this  account  of  in- 
digenous vegetables,  with  the  names  of  thofe 
plants,  which,  under  certain  circumftances,  op- 
erate as  poifons ;  fome  of  which,  however,  have 
been  brought  into  medicinal  ufe,  and  are  in  re- 
pute for  the  cure  of  difordcrs,  attended  with 
fpafmodic  affccl:ions.  Of  this  latter  fort,  are 
the  HEMLOCK  [cicutd)  the  thorn  apple 
(datura Jlramonitaii)  the  henbane  i^hyofcymnus 
niger)  and  the  night  shade  [Jolanum  ni- 
gj'uni.)  Other  poifonous  plants,  are  the  ivy 
\hedera  helix)  the  creeping  ivy,  or,  as  it  is 
called  by  fome,  mercury  i^rhus  radicans)  the 
juice  of  which  ftains  linen  a  deep  and  indeli- 
ble black  ;  the  swamp  sumach  {^rhus  toxica 
dendrum)  the  water  y.'LY>y.'^  {yibunium  opu^ 
Jus)  the  herb  CHRISTOPHER  [aElccafpicata) 
the  STINKING  SNAKEWEED  [cliffortia  trifo- 
liatci)  and  the  white  hellebore  [vcratrum 
album.) 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       IX, 

Soily    Cultivation  and  Hujbandry, 

THERE  is  a  great  variety  of  foil  \\\ 
New-Hampfhire.  The  intervale  lands 
on  the  large  rivers,  are  accounted  the  moft 
valuable,  becaufe  they  are  overflown  and 
recruited  every  year  by  the  water  from  the 
uplands,  which  brings  down  a  fat  flime  or 
fediment,  of  the  confiftence  of  foap.  Thefe 
lands  produce  every  kind  of  grain  in  the  ut- 
moft  perfe(5lion  ;  but  are  not  fo  good  for 
pafture  as  the  uplands  of  a  proper  quality. 
The  wide  fpreading  hills  of  a  moderate  eleva- 
tion, are  generally  much  efteemed,  as  warm 
and  rich ;  rocky  moifl  land  is  accounted  good 
lor  pafture  ;  drained  fwamps  have  a  deep 
mellow  foil,  and  the  valleys  between  hills  are 
generally  very  produdtive. 

In  the  new  and  uncultivated  parts,  the  foil 
is  diftinguiflied  by  the  various  kinds  of  woods 
which  grow  upon  it,  thus :  White  oak  land 
is  hard  and  ftony,  the  under  growth  confifling 
of  brakes  and  fern  ;  this  kind  of  foil  will  not 
bear  grafs  till  it  has  been  ploughed  and  hoed  ; 

but 
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but  it  is  good  for  Indian  corn,  and  muft  be 
fubdued  by  planting,  before  it  can  be  con- 
verted into  mowing  or  pafiurc.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  cheinut  land. 

Pitch  pine  land  is  dry  and  fandy  ;  it  will 
bear  corn  and  rye  with  ploughing ;  but  is  foon 
worn  out,  and  needs  to  lie  fallow  two  or  three 
years  to  recruit. 

White  pine  land  is  alfo  light  and  dry,  but 
has  a  deeper  foil,  and  is  of  courfe  better; 
both  thefc  kinds  of  land  bear  brakes  and  fern  ; 
and  wherever  thefe  grow  in  large  quantities,  it 
is  an  indication  that  ploughing  is  neceifary  to 
prepare  the  land  for  grafs. 

Spruce  and  hemlock,  in  the  eaftern  parts  of 
the  State,  denote  a  thin,  cold  foil,  which,  after 
much  labor  in  the  clearing,  will  indeed  bear 
grafs  w^ithout  ploughing,  but  the  crops  arc 
i'mall,  and  there  is  a  natural  tough  fward  com- 
monly called  a  rug,  which  muft  either  rot  of 
be  burned  before  any  cultivation  can  be  made. 
But  in  the  weftern  parts,  the  fpruce  and  hem- 
lock, with  a  mixture  of  birch,  denote  a  moifl 
foil,  which  is  excellent  for  grafs. 

When  the  white  pine  and  the  o}d-nut  arc 
found  in  the  fame  land,  it  is  commonly  a 
deep  moiil  loam,  and  is  accounted  very  rich 
and  profitable. 

Beech  and  maple  land  is  generally  efleemed 
the  moil  eafy  and  advantageous  for  cultivation, 

as 
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as  it  is  a  warm,  rich,  loamy  foil,  which  eafily 
takes  grafs,  corn  and  grain  without  plough* 
ing ;  and  not  only  bears  good  crops  the  firft 
year,  but  turns  immediately  to  mowing  and 
palhire ;  that  foil  which  is  deepeft,  and  of  the 
darkeft  colour,  is  efleemed  the  beft. 

Black  and  yellow  birch,  white  afli,  elm  and 
alder,  are  indications  of  good  foil,  deep,  rich 
and  moifl,  which  will  admit  grafs  and  grain 
without  ploughing. 

Red  oak  and  \\  bite  birch  are  figns  of  ftrong 
land,  and  generally  the  ftrength  of  land  is 
judged  of  by  the  largenefs  of  the  trees  which 
it  produces. 

There  are  evident  figns  of  a  change  in  the 
growth  on  the  fame  foil,  in  a  courfe  of  time  ; 
for  which  no  caufes  can  be  afligned.  In 
fbme  places  the  old  {landing  trees,  and  the 
fallen  decayed  trees,  appear  to  be  the  fame, 
whilft  the  moft  thriving  trees  are  of  a  differ- 
ent kind.  For  injftance,  the  old  growth  in 
fome  places  is  red  oak,  or  white  aih  ;  whilfh 
the  other  trees  are  beech  and  maple,  without 
any  young  oak  or  alli  among  them.  It  is 
probable  that  the  growth  is  thus  changed  in 
many  places ;  the  only  conclufion  which  can 
be  drawn  from  this  circumftance,  is,  that  the 
fame  foil  is  capable  of  bearing  divers  kinds  of 
trees ;  but  If  ill  there  is  a  difference  fufficient  to 
denominate  the  foil  from  the  growth. 

Several 
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Several  ways  of  raifino:  a  croD  on  new  land 
liave  been  praclifed.  The  caficit  and  cheapeft 
method  was  originally  learned  of  the  Indians, 
who  never  looked  very  tar  forward  in  their 
improvements.  The  method  is  that  of  gird- 
ling the  trees ;  which  is  done  by  making  a  cir- 
cular incifion  through  the  bark,  and  leaving 
them  to  die  ftanding.  This  operation  is  per- 
formed in  the  fummcr,  and  the  ground  is 
fowed  in  Auguft,  with  winter  rye,  intermixed 
withgrafs.  The  next  year,  the  trees  do  not 
put  forth  leaves,  and  the  land  having  yielded 
a  crop,  becomes  fit  for  pafturc.  This  method 
helps  poor  fettlers  a  little  the  firft  year;  but 
the  inconvenience  of  it  is,  that  if  the  trees 
are  left  ftanding,  they  are  continually  break- 
ing and  tailing  with  the  wind,  Vvdiich  endan- 
gers the  lives  of  cattle  ;  and  the  ground  being 
conflantly  encumbered  by  the  fiilling  trees,  is 
lefs  fit  for  mowing  ;  fo  that  if  the  labor  be  not 
CiTccflually  done  at  once,  it  mufl:  be  done  in  a 
fiiCcefTion  of  time. 

Some  have  fuppofcd,  that  the  earth,-  being 
not  at  once,  but  by  degrees  expofed  to  the  fun, 
preferves  its  moiflure,  and  does  not  become  fb 
l:ard  ;  but  the  experience  of  the  befl  hufband- 
men  has  exploded  this  opinion.  The  more 
able  fort  of  hufbandmen,  therefore,  choofe  the 
method  of  clearing  the  land  at  firft,  by  cutting 
filown  ^11  the  trees  without  exception.     The 
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moft  eligible  time  for  this  operation,  is  the 
month  of  June,  when  the  fap  is  flowing,  and 
the  leaves  are  formed  on  the  trees.  Thefe 
leaves  will  not  drop  from  the  fallen  trees,  but 
remain  till  the  next  year,  when,  being  dry, 
they  help  to  fpread  the  fire,  w^hich  is  then  fet 
to  the  trees.  This  is  done  in  the  firfl:  dry 
weather  of  the  fucceeding  fpring,  and  general- 
ly in  May  ;  but  if  the  ground  be  too  dry,  the 
fire  will  burn  deep,  and  greatly  injure  the  foil. 
There  is  therefore  need  of  judgment,  to  deter- 
mine when  the  wood  is  dry  enough  to  burn, 
and  the  foil  wet  enough  to  refill:  the  action  of 
the  fire.  Much  depends  on  getting  what  is 
called  a  good  burn,  to  prepare  the  ground  for 
planting.  To  enfure  this,  the  fallen  trees  are 
cut  and  piled  ;  and  the  larger  the  pile,  the 
better  chance  there  is  for  its  being  well  burned. 
But  if  the  land  be  intended  for  paftUre  only,  the 
trees  are  cut  down,  and  after  the  fire  has  de- 
ilroyed  the  limbs,  grafs  is  fown,  and  the  trunks 
of  the  trees  are  left  to  rot,  which,  in  time, 
turn  to  good  manure,  and  the  paflure  is  dura- 
ble. 

Some  hufbandmen  prefer  felling  trees  in 
the  winter,  or  very  early  in  the  fpring,  be- 
fore the  fnow  is  gone.  The  advantage  of  this 
method  is,  that  there  are  fewer  fhoots  from  the 
ilumps  of  the  felled  trees,  than  if  they  are  cut 
in  the  fummer  ;  thefe  fhoots  encumber  the 

ground. 
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ground,  and  mufl  be  cut  out  of  the  way,  or  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire.  The  difadvantage  of  cutting 
trees  in  the  winter  is,  that  they  will  not  dry  io 
foon,  nor  burn  fo  well,  as  thofe  cut  in  the 
fummer,  with  the  leaves  on.  Bcfides,  the 
month  of  June  is  a  time  when  not  only  the 
trees  are  eafieft  to  be  cut,  but  the  feed  is  in 
the  ground,  and  people  can  better  attend  to 
this  labor,  than  when  they  are  preparing  for 
their  fpring  w^ork,  or  have  not  finilhed  their 
winter  employments.  The  days  too  are  then 
at  their  greatcft  length,  and  more  labor  can  be 
done  in  the  courfe  of  a  day.  This  labor,  how- 
ever, is  often  paid  for  by  the  acre,  rather  than 
by  the  day  ;  and  the  price  of  felling  an  acre, 
is  from  one  to  two  dollars,  according  to  the 
number  and  fize  of  the  trees. 

The  burning  of  trees  generally  deflroys  the 
limbs  and  fmaller  trunks  ;  the  larger, logs  are 
left  fcorched  on  the  ground,  and  fometimes 
ferve  to  fence  the  field.  After  the  fire  has 
had  its  effecl,  and  is  fiicceeded  by  rain,  then  is 
the  time  for  planting.  No  plough  is  ufed, 
nor  is  it  poflible  for  one  to  pafs  among  the 
roots  and  flumps  ;  but  holes  are  made  with  a 
hoe  in  the  loofe  foil  and  afhes ;  in  which,  the 
feed  being  dropped  and  covered,  is  left  to  the 
prolific  hand  of  nature  ;  no  other  culture  be- 
ing necefifary  or  prad:icable,  but  the  cutting  of 
ihe  firewced,  which  fpontanecully  grows  on 
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all  burnt  land.  Hiis  fireweed  is  an  annuc>^ 
plant,  with  a  fucculent  flalk  and  long  jagged 
leaf;  it  grows  to  the  height  of  five  or  fix  feet^ 
according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  afhes.  It 
bears  a  vviiite  flower,  and  has  a  Winged  feedy 
which  is  carried  every  where  by  the  wind,  but 
never  vegetates,  except  on  the  afhes  of  burnt: 
wood.  It  exhaufls  the  ground,  and  injures 
the  firft  crop,  if  it  be  not  fubdued  ;  but  after 
the  fecond  year  difappears.  About  the  fecond 
or  third  year,  another  weed,  called  pigeon- 
berry,  fucceeds  the  fireweed,  and  remains  till 
the  grafs  overcomes  it.  It  rifes  to  the  height 
of  three  feet,  fp reads  much  at  the  top,  and 
bears  bunches  of  black  berries,  on  w^^iich  pig-- 
cons  feed. 

When  the  trees  are  burnt  later  in  the  funi^ 
mcr,  wheat  or  rye  is  fown,  mixed  with  the 
feeds  of  grafs,  on  the  new  land.  The  feed  ia 
fcattered  on  the  furface,  and  raked  in  v/ith  a 
wooden  or  iron  tooth  rake,  or  a  hoe,-  The 
hufbandman  knows  on  what  kind  of  land  to 
expect  a  crop,  from  this  mode  of  culture  ;  and 
is  feldom  difappointcd.  Sometimes  a  crop  of 
Indian  corn  is  raifed  the  firft  year,  and  anoth-f 
erof  rye  or  wheat,  the  fecond  year,  aiid  thd 
land  is  fown  with  grafs,  which  will  turn  itm-> 
to  pctfture  or  mowing  the  third  year.  The 
firil  crop,  in  fome  land,  and  the  two  firfl:  crops 
in  any  good  land,  will  repay  the  expenfe  of  all 
the  labor.     It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for 
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people,  who  are  ufed  to  this  kind  of  hiifband- 
ry,  to  bring  a  trad:  of  wildernefs  into  grafs  for 
the  two  firft  crops ;  the  owner  being  at  no  cx- 
penfe  but  that  of  fclHng  the  trees  and  purchaf- 
ing  the  grafs  feed.  Many  hufbandmen,  in 
the  old  towns,  buy  lots  of  new  land,  and 
get  them  cleared  and  brought  into  grafs,  in 
this  way,  and  pafture  great  numbers  of  cat- 
tle ;  the  feed  is  excellent,  and  the  cattle  are  foon 
fatted  for  the  market. 

Hufbandmen  differ  in  their  opinions  con- 
cerning the  advantages  ot  tilling  their  new 
land  the  fecond  year.  Some  fuppofe  that 
mixing  and  ftiring  the  earth,  does  it  more  good 
than  the  crop  injures  it  ;  others  fay,  that  one 
crop  is  fufficient  before  the  land  is  laid  down 
to  grafs  ;  and  that  if  it  be  fown  with  grain 
and  grafs,  as  foon  as  it  is  cleared,  the  large 
crops  of  grafs  which  follow,  will  more  than 
compenfate  for  one  crop  of  grain.  When 
the  feeding  with  grafs  is  negleded,  the 
ground  becomes  molfy  and  hard,  and  muft  be 
ploughed  before  it  will  recieve  feed.  Land, 
thus  fown,  will  not  produce  grafs  fo  plenti- 
fully, as  that  which  is  feeded  immediately  af- 
ter the  fire  has  run  over  it.  Befides,  this  neg- 
leded  land  is  generally  overfpread  with  cherry- 
trees,  rafp-berry  bullies,  and  other  wild 
growth  ;  to  fubdue  which,  much  additional  la- 
borjs  required.   In  good  land,  the  firA  crops  of 

hay 
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hay  are,  on  an  average,  a  ton  to  an  acre.  Thaf 
land  which  is  intended  for  mowing,  and  which 
takes  the  common  grafs  well  at  firft,  is  feldom 
or  never  ploughed  afterward ;  but  where  clo- 
ver is  fown,  it  muft  be  ploughed  and  feeded 
every  fourth  or  fifth  year ;  good  land,  thus 
managed,  will  average  two  tons  of  clover  to 
the  acre. 

In  the  intervale  land  on  Connedicut  river, 
wheat  often  yields  forty,  and  fometimes  fifty 
bufhels,  to  the  acre ;  but  in  common  upland,  if 
it  produce  twenty  bufhels,  it  is  reckoned  profit- 
able, though  it  often  falls  fhort  of  that.  In- 
dian corn  will  fometimes  average  thirty  or  for- 
ty; but  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  this  latter 
grain  does  not  produce  fo  largely,  nor  is  the 
grain  fo  heavy  on  new  as  on  the  old  lands  well 
cultivated.  This  however  is  owing  much  to 
the  latenefs  of  the  feafon  in  which  it  is  planted  ; 
if  planted  as  early  on  the  newly  burnt  land  as 
on  the  old,  it  will  be  nearly  as  good.  Of  all 
grains,  winter  rye  thrives  beft  on  new  lands, 
and  Indian  corn,  or  barley,  on  the  old.  Barley 
does  not  fucceed  well  in  the  new  land ;  nor  is 
flax  raifed  with  any  advantage,  until  the  land 
has  been  cultivated  for  fome  years.  The 
fame  may  be  faid  of  oats  and  peas  ;  but  all 
kinds  of  efculent  roots,  are  much  larger  and 
fweeter  in  the  virgin  foil,  than  in  any  other. 

The 
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The  mode  of  clearing  and  cultivating  new 
lands,  has  been  much  improved  within  the 
laft  thirty  years.  Forty  years  ago  it  was 
thought  impoflible  to  raife  Indian  corn  with- 
out the  plough  and  the  hoe.  The  mode  of 
planting  it  among  the  burnt  logs,  was  pracftif- 
ed  with  great  fuccefs  at  Gilmantown,  about 
the  year  1762,  and  this  eafy  method  of  cul- 
ture foon  became  univerfal  in  the  new  planta- 
tions. It  is  now  accounted  more  profitable 
for  a  young  man  to  go  upon  new,  than  to  re- 
main on  the  old  lands.  In  the  early  part  of 
life,  every  day's  labor  employed  in  ilibduing 
the  wildernefs,  lays  a  foundation  for  future 
profit  :  Belides  the  mode  of  fubduing  new 
land,  there  has  been  no  improvement  made  in 
the  art  of  hufbandry.  The  feafon  of  vegeta- 
tion is  fliort,  and  is  almoft  wholly  employed 
in  preparing,  planting  and  tilling  the  land,  in 
cutting  and  houfing  fodder,  and  gathering  in 
the  crops.  Thefe  labors  fucceed  invariably, 
and  mull:  be  attended  to  in  their  proper  fea- 
fon  ;  fo  that  little  time  can  be  fpared  for  ex- 
periments, if  the  people  in  general  were  dif- 
pofed  to  make  them.  Indeed,  fo  fudden  is  the 
lucceilion  of  labors,  that  upon  any  irregularitv 
in  the  weather,  they  run  into  one  another  ; 
and,  it  help  be  fcarce,  one  cannot  be  com- 
pleted before  the  other  fuffers  for  want  of  be- 
ing done.  Thus  hav  is  often  fpoilcd  for  want 
K       '  of 
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of  being  cut  in  feafon,  when  the  Englifli 
harveft  is  plentiful.  It  is  partly  from  this 
caufe,  partly  from  the  ideas  of  equality  with 
which  the  minds  of  hufbandmen  are  ear- 
ly impreffed,  and  partly  from  a  want  of  edu- 
cation, that  no  fpirit  of  improvement  is  feen 
among  them,  but  every  one  purfues  the  bufi- 
ncfs  of  fowing,  planting,  mowing,  and  raif- 
ing  cattle,  with  unremitting  labor  and  unde- 
viating  uniformity. 

Very  little  ufe  is  made  of  any  manure  ex- 
cept barn  dung ;  though  marl  may  be  had  in 
many  places,  with  or  without  digging.  The 
mixing  of  different  ftrata,  is  never  attended 
to,  though  nature  often  gives  the  hint  by 
the  rain  bringing  down  fand  from  a  hill 
on  a  clay  bottom;  and  the  grafs  growing 
there  in  greater  beauty  and  kixuriance  than 
elfewhere.  Dung  is  feldom  fuffered  to  re- 
main in  a  lieap  over  the  fummer,  but  is  taken 
every  fpring  from  the  barn,  and  either  fpread 
over  the  field  and  ploughed  in,  or  laid  in 
heaps,  and  put  into  the  holes  where  corn  and 
potatoes  are  planted. 

Gardens,  in  the  country  towns,  are  chiefly 
left  to  the  management  of  women,,  the  men 
contenting  themfelves  with  fencing  and  dig- 
ging them;  and  it  muft  be  faid,  to  the  honor 
of  the  female  fex,  that  the  fcanty  portion  of 
earth,  cpmmitted  to  tlicir  care,  is  often  made 
productive  of  no  fmall  benefit  to  tlieir  fami- 
lies. As. 
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As  the  firfl  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfliire 
came  chiefly  from  the  fouthweftern  counties 
of  England,  where  cyder  and  perry  were  made 
in  great  quantities,  they  took  care  to  ftock 
their  plantations  with  apple  trees  and  pear 
trees,  which  throve  well,  and  grew  to  a  great 
lize.  The  firfl:  growth  is  novv^  decayed  or  per- 
ifhedj  but  afucceflion  has  been  preferved,  and 
no  good  huflDandman  thinks  his  farm  cbmplete 
without  an  orchard.  Perry  is  fl:ill  made  in  the 
old  towns,  bordering  on  Pafcataqua  river;  but 
in  the  interior  country  the  apple  tree  is  chiefly 
Cultivated.  In  many  of  the  townfliips,  which 
have  been  fettled  fince  the  conquefl:  of  Canada, 
young  orchards  bear  well,  and  cyder  is  yearly 
becoming  more  plentiful. 

Other  fruits  are  not  much  cultivated,  but 
from  the  fpecimens  which  lome  gardens  pro- 
duce, there  is  no  doubt  that  the  cherry,  the 
mulberry,  the  plum  and  the  quince,  might  be 
multiplied  to  any  degree.  The  peach  docs 
not  thrive  well ;  the  trees  being  very  fliort  liv- 
ed. The  apricot  is  fcarccly  known.  The 
white  and  red  currant  grow  luxuriantly,  if 
properly  fltuated  and  cultivated.  The  barber- 
ry, though  an  exotic,  is  thoroughly  naturali- 
zed, and  grows  fpontaneoully  in  hedges  orpaf- 
tures. 

The  following  remarks  are  fuggefted  by  an 
ingenious  friend  :*  *  In 

•*  Dr,  Samuel  TenneVj  of  Kxeter. 

K  ^ 
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*  In  regard  to  tree-fruit,  we  are  in  too  north- 
ern a  climate  to  have  it  of  the  firft  quality, 
without  particular  attention.  New-York, 
Ncw-Jerfey,  and  Pcnnfylvania,  have  it  in  per- 
feftion.  As  you  depart  from  that  tradl,  cither 
fouthward  or  northward,  it  degenerates.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  that  good  fruit  might  be  pro- 
duced even  in  New-Hampfliire,  with  fuitable 
attention.  A  proof  of  this  is,  that  fometimes 
we  have  it  by  mere  chance.  In  theorizing  on 
the  fubjed,  three  things  appear  to  me  partic- 
ularly neceffary,  all  which  are  totally  negledled 
by  the  generality  of  our  hufbandmen.  The 
fiyft->  after  procuring  thrifty  young  trees  of  the 
beft  kinds,  and  grafting  fuch  as  require  it,  is, 
to  choofe  a  fituation  for  them,  where  they  may 
have  the  advanta^-e  of  a  warm  rich  foil,  and  be 
w^ell  flieltered  from  the  chilling  blafts  of  the 
ocean.  The  fecond  is  to  keep  the  trees  free 
from  fuperfluous  branches,  by  a  frequent  ufe 
of  the  pruning-hook,  and  the  earth  always 
loofc  about  their  roots.  The  third  is  to  de- 
fend the  trees  from  infecfls,  particularly  thofe 
which  by  feeding  on  the  fruit,  render  it  fmall 
and  knotty,  as  we  frequently  find  apples  and 
pears  ;  or  by  dcpofiting  their  eggs  in  the  em- 
bryo, occafion  its  falling  off  before  it  comes 
to  maturity,  as  is  obfcrvable  in  the  various 
kinds  ot  plums.  But  the  moil:  of  our  farmers 
go  on  in  the  path  traced  out  by  their  anceftors, 

and 
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and  are  generally  averle  to  making  experi- 
ments, the  refult  of  which  is  uncertain,  or  to 
adopting  new  modes  of  luifbandry,  the  advan- 
tages of  which,  are  in  the  fmalleft  degree  prob- 
lematical. There  arc  few  cultivators  among 
us  who  theorize  and  iVill  fewer  who  read.* 

It  has  often  been  complained  that  grain, 
flax,  and  cfculent  vegetables,  de^renerate. 
This  may  be  afcribcd  to  the  feed  not  being 
changed,  but  fown  fucceilively,  on  the  fame 
foil,  or  in  the  fame  neighbourhood,  for  too  long 
a   time.      *  The    Siberian    wheat,  for   feveral 

*  years,  produced  good  crops  ;  but  becoming 

*  at  length  naturalized  to  the  climate,  it  fhared 

*  the  fate  of  the  common  kind  of  wheat,  and 

*  difappointed  the  expedations  of  the  farmer. 

*  Were  the  feed    renewed   every    five   or   fix 

*  years,  by  importations  from  Siberia,  it  might 

*  be  cultivated  to  advantage.*  It  mufi:  be  ob- 
ferved  that  the  Siberian  wheat  which  was 
fown  iii  New-Hampfliire,  about  twelve  years 
ago,  was  brought  hither  from  England,  where 
it  had  been  fown  for  feveral  preceding  years. 
Whether  an  intermediate  llagc  is  favorable  to 
the  tranfplantation  of  feed  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  its  cultivation,  may  be  wor- 
thy of  inquiry.  With  refpe(5l  to  plants,  which 
require  the  whole  feafon  to  grow  in,  it  is  ob- 
ferved  that  *  the  removal  of  them  from  fouth  to 

*  north  ought  to  be  by  Ihort  itages ;  in  which 

*  cafe 
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*  cafe  they  accommodate  themfelves,  by   in* 

*  fenfible  degrees,  to  the  temperature  and  length 

*  of  the  vegetating  term,    and  frequently  ac* 

*  quire  as  good  a  degree  of  perfecflion  in  foreign 

*  climes,  as  in  their  native  foil.     Such  are  the 

*  refources  of  nature  !' 

Agriculture  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  chief 
bufinefs  of  the  people  of  New-Hamplhire,  if 
they  attend  to  their  true  intereft.  Every  tree 
which  is  cut  down  in  the  foreft,  opens  to  the 
fun  a  new  fpot  of  earth,  which,  with  cultiva- 
tion, will  produce  food  for  man  and  beaft.  It  is 
impoiTible  to  conceive  what  quantities  may  be 
produced  of  beef,  pork,  mutton,  poultry ,  wheat, 
rye,  Indian  corn,  barley,  pulfe,  butter  and 
cheefe,  articles  which  will  always  find  a  mark- 
et. Flax  and  hemp  may  alfo  be  cultivated 
to  great  advantage,  efpecially  on  the  intervale 
lands  of  the  large  rivers.  The  barley  of  New- 
England  is  much  efteemed  in  the  middle  States, 
and  the  demand  for  it  is  fo  great,  as  to  encour- 
age its  cultivation.  It  is,  belides,  a  kind  of 
grain  which  is  not  liable  to  blaft.  Hops  will 
grow  on  almoft  any  foil ;  and  the  labor  attend- 
ing them  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  there  can  be 
no  excufe  for  neglecting  the  univerfil  cultiva- 
tion of  them.  The  confum.ption  of  them,  and 
confequently  the  demand  for  them  as  an  arti- 
cle of  commerce,  is  continually  increafing. 

The  firil  neat  cattle  imported  from  Europe 
Uito  Ne\v-Hampihire,  were    fent  by    Captain 

John 
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John  Mafon  and  his  aflbciates,  about  the  year 
1 6^^,  to  ftock  their  plantations,  and  to  be  em-, 
ployed  in  drawing  lumber.  Thefe  cattle  were 
of  a  large  breed,  and  a  yellow  colour,  procured 
from  Denmark.  Whilft  the  bulinefs  of  g-ettinp;^ 
lumber  was  the  chief  employment  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  breeding  of  large  cattle  was  more  at- 
tended to  than  it  is  now.  Calves  were  allow^ 
cd  to  run  with  the  cows,  and  fuck  at  their 
pleafurc.  Men  were  ambitious  to  be  diftih- 
guifhed  by  the  lize  and  flrengtli  ot  their  oxen. 
Bets  \\-ere  frequently  laid  on  the  exertions  of 
their  flrength,  and  the  prize  was  contended  for 
as  earneftly  as  the  laurel  at  the  Olympic  games.' 
This  ardor  is  not  yet  wholly  extinguiflied  in 
fomc  places  ;  but,  as  hufl^andry  hath  gained 
ground,  lefs  attention  is  paid  to  the  ftrength, 
and  more  to  the  fatnefs  of  cattle  for  the  mark- 
et, and  calves  are  deprived  of  part  of  theii^ 
natural  food,  for  tiie  adv;mtage  of  butter  and 
cheefe. 

As  the  country  becomes  more  and  more 
cleared,  pafture  for  cattle  increafes,  and  the 
number  is  continually  multiplied.  From  the 
upper  parts  of  Ncw-Hampihire,  great  herds 
of  fat  cattle  are  driven  to  the  Bofton  market ; 
whence  the  beef  is  exported  frelli  to  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  falted  to  tlie  Weft  and  Eaft-Indies. 

At  what  time  and  by  whom  the  ^o/j/^  ^\'as 
firft  imported ,  does  not  appear.     No  particular 

care 
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care  is  taken  by  the  people  in  general,  to  im- 
prove the  breed  of  this  majeftic  and  ufeful 
animal,  and  bring  it  to  that  perfection  of 
which  it  is  capable.  The  railing  of  colts,  is 
not  accounted  a  profitable  part  of  hufbandry, 
as  the  horfe  is  but  little  ufed  for  draught,  and 
his  flefh  is  of  no  value.  The  proportion  of 
horfes  to  neat  cattle,  is  not  more  than  one  to 
twenty.  Few  live  and  die  on  the  plantations 
where  they  are  bred  ;  fome  are  exported  to 
the  Weft-India  iflands  ;  but  the  moft  are  con- 
tinually Ihifted  from  one  owner  to  another,  by 
means  of  a  fet  of  conternptible  wretches  call- 
ed horfe-jocjcies. 

Ajfes  have  been  lately  introduced  into  the 
country  ;  the  railing  of  mules  deferves  en- 
couragement, as  the  exportation  of  them  to 
the  Weft-Indies,  is  mqre  profitable  than  that  of 
horfes,  and  they  may  be  ufed  to  advantage  ir^ 
travelling  or  carrying  burdens  in  the  rough  and 
mountainous  parts  of  our  wildernefs. 

Sheep,  goats  and  fwine,  were  at  firft  fent  over 
fron)  England,  by  the  afiTQciates  of  Laconia, 
Sheep  have  greatly  multiplied,  and  are  accoun- 
ted the  mod  profitable  ftock  which  can  be  raif^ 
ed  on  a  farm.  The  breed  might  be  renew- 
ed and  improved  by  importing  from  Barbary, 
the  muff  on  ^  which  js  faid  to  be  the  parent 
ftock  of  the  European,  and  confequently  of  the 
American  flieep.  Goats  are  not  much  propa- 
gated 
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gated,  chiefly  becaiife  it  is  difficult  to  confine 
them  in  pallures.  Swine  arc  very  prohfic, 
and  fcarcely  a  family  is  without  them.  Dur- 
ing the  fummer,  they  are  either  fed  on  the 
wafte  of  the  dairy  and  kitchen,  or  ringed  and 
turned  into  fields  of  clover ;  or  permitted  to 
run  at  large  in  the  woods,  where  they  pick  up 
nuts  and  acorns,  or  grub  the  roots  of  fern ; 
but  after  harvcft  they  are  fliut  up,  and  fatted  on 
Indian  corn.  The  pork  of  New-England  is 
not  inferior  to  any  in  the  world. 

Domeftic  poultry  of  all  kinds,  is  raifed  in 
great  plenty  and  perfection  in  New-Hamp- 
Ihire.  In  fome  of  the  lower  towns  they  have 
a  large  breed  of  dunghill  fowls,  which  were 
imported  from  England  about  twenty  years 
pafl  ;  but  this  breed  is  permitted  to  mix  with 
the  common  fort,  by  which  means  it  wall,  in 
time,  degenerate.  The  ftock  of  all  domeflic 
animals,  ought  frequently  to  be  changed,  if 
we  would  preferve  them  unimpaired,  or  reftore 
them  to  their  original  perfedion. 


CHAP. 
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C     H    A     P.      X. 

Native  Ammals. 

AS  the  animals  of  this  part  of  America 
have  not  been  accurately  examined  by 
naturaiifts,  neither  a  complete  defcription,  nor 
even  a  perfeft  catalogue,  can  be  cxpedled. 
The  greater  part  are  known  by  vernacular 
names,  and  fome  of  thefe  are  adopted  from 
the  Indians  ;  but  fo  varioufly,  and  often  erro- 
neoufly,are  thefe  names  applied,  that  the  infor- 
mation derived  from  them,  is  to  be  received 
with  caution.  Formal  defcriptions,  even  thofe 
which  are  diffufe,  fometimes  prove  defeftive, 
from  the  want  of  a  knowledge  of  thofe  €[fcn- 
tial  characters  by  which  the  arrangement  of 
animals  is  made.  The  following  catalogue, 
arranged  in  the  order  of  Linnaeus,  is  intended 
to  give  a  general  idea  of  this  branch  of  our  nat- 
ural hiftory.  Some  remarks  are  added,  which 
may  elucidate  the  qualities  of  fome  of  the  ani- 
mals, together  with  the  manner  of  rendering 
them  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of  human 
life,  or  of  guarding  ourfelves  againft  the  nox- 
ious difpofitions  with  which  fome  of  them  are 
endowed .  *  Qit  a  d  - 

*  Thofe  animals  which  have  not  been  particularly  exam- 
Licdj  or  in  which  the   charafters  do  nul  appear  to  accord 

with 
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QUADRUPEDES. 

Seal   {^phocd  vituUna. ) 

Wolf  [canis  lupus. ^  This  animal  is  very 
common',  and  very  noxious.  A  bounty  of 
twenty  dollars  is,  by  law,  paid  for  his  head, 
and  if  it  were  doubled,  the  breed  of  fheep 
would  be  augiY»ented  fufficiently  to  make  up 
the  difference.  He  is  frequently  taken  in  log 
traps,  and,  \o  decoy  him,  the  hunters  fcent  the 
ground  with  a  drug,  of  which  they  affed:  to 
make  a  fecret.  Joffelyn  tells  of  another  meth- 
od of  deflroying   wolves  *  by  binding   four 

*  mackarel  hooks  with  thread,   and  wrapping 

*  fome  wool   about  them,  and  then  dipping 

*  them  in  melted  tallow  till  a  ball  be  formed 

*  as  big  as  an  egg,     Thefe  balls  are  fcattered 

*  by  a  dead  carcafc  on  which    the  wo]f  has 

*  once  preyed,  and   when   he  returns  the  next 

*  night,   the  firft  thing  he  ventures   upon  will 

*  be  thefe  balls  of  fat.'  He  alfo  fpeaks  of 
two  fpecies  of  wolves,  one  with  a  round  balled 
foot,  the  other  with  a  fiat  foot ;  and  of  a  mong- 
rel between  the  wolf  and  the  fox,  which  the 
Indians  ufed  as  do2"S. 

R:::d  rox  [canis' alopcx  .^) 

Gp.EY  fox  {^canis )  The 


with  the  Llnno'an  dcfcription,  are  (liflingiiiflied  by  tlie  note 
(;')  of  intenogiition.  Specific  names  aro  given  to  fuch  as 
evidently  appeared  to  be  new  fpccics.  and  thcfc  names,  by 
t'ac  cxprcfs  dcfirc  cf  Dr.  Cutler,  arc  printed  in  italic  capi- 
tal s. 
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Foxes  arc  generally  found  in  thofe  woods 
which  are  not  remote  from  hoiifes.  They<ire 
commonly  taken  in  fteel  traps,  but  are  fome- 
times  dug  out  of  their  burrows.  Formerly 
the  head  of  a  cod  was  ufed  -as  a  bait  for  the 
fox.  It  was  laid  in  confiderable  quantities  on 
tlie-  fliady  fide  of  a  fence,  in  a  moon  ligh| 
night;  and  the  gunner  placed  himfelf  in  am- 
buih  to  ihoot  the  fox  at  his  approach.  The 
filver  grey  and  crofs  ftreaked  fox  fkins,  are 
accounted  the  moft  valuable,  but  the  common 
jed  fox  fkin  is  in  much  demand. 

Wild  cat  [fe/ix  lynx.)  Of  this  fpccies, 
the  mountain  cat  is  the  largell ;  but  the  black 
cat  has  the  mofl  valuable  fkin.  Some  authors 
have  pretended,  that  the  wild  cats  of  America, 
are  a  degenerate  breed  of  the  "European  cat  imr 
ported  hither.  This  opinion  does  not  coin- 
cide with  their  own  hypothcfis,  that  the  ani- 
mals of  the  old  world  are  dwindled  in  fize, 
and  lefs  ferocious  fince  their  tranfportation  to 
the  new.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  neither 
of  thefe  opinions  has  any  jufl  foundation. 

Skunk  {yiverra  puforius.)  There  is  no 
fl:rono:er  or  more  volatile  odour  in  all  nature, 
than  the  lubftance  which  this  animal  ejedts 
when  purfued  or  in  danger.  The  *  diabolical 
fcent,*  as  Buffon  calls  it,  does  not  proceed 
from  *  its  urine,'  but  from  a  fmall  bag  which 
is  attached  to  its  fivin,  and  comes  off  with  it. 

The 
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The  flefh  is  white  and  fweet,  and  is,  by  fome 
people,  rehihed  as  food.  The  fat  is  much  ef- 
teemcd  as  an  ointment  in  pains  and  fwellings 
of  the  joints.  Goldfmith  fays,  that  this  animal 
is  *  often  kept  tame  about  the  houfes    of  the 

*  planters  in  America,*  and  in  the  next  para- 
graph, that  '  it  fteals  into  farm  yards,  and  kills 

*  poultry.*  The  truth  of  this  latter  aflertion 
is  often  experienced  ;  but  no  American  is  fond 
of  fuch  company.  The  fkunk  fometimes 
burrows  under  our  barns,  but  is  always  an 
unwelcome  intruder. 

Otter  [nut/icla  lutraP^  Some  of  thefe 
have  been  tamed,  and  taught  to  catch  fifh  for 
their  owners. 

Martin    [jmijiela   .)     This    animal 

keeps  itfelf  remote  from  human  habitations. 
Its  Ikin  is  much  valued,  that  of  the  darkeft 
Hiade  is  prefered. 

Weasel  ^^mufteJa  martes  P^ 

Ermine  ( mujlcla  ermine  a. )  I'h  i  s  beaut  iful 
little  animal  is  red,  like  a  fox  in  fummer,  and 
white  in  winter.  It  is  difl:iuguifl"icd  from  the 
common  weafel  by  the  tip  of  its  tail,  which 
is  always  black.  It  is  not  common,  but  fome 
of  this  fpecies  have  been  found  in  New- 
Pi  amp  fli  ire. 

Bear  (i/rfus  artfos.)  Buffon  fpeaks  of 
two  fpecies  of  bears,  the  brown  and  the  black, 
and  he  denies  that  the  lattei:  is   carnivorous. 

The 
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The  black  bear  only  is  known  in  this  part  of* 
America,  and  he  is  one  of  the  moil  noxious 
animals  of  our  foreft.  In  the  months  of  Au- 
guil  and  September,  he  makes  great  havoc  in 
the  fields  of  Indian  corn,  in  the  new  fettle- 
ments.  He  places  himfelf  between  two  rows 
of  corn,  and  with  his  paws  breaks  down  the 
flalks  of  four  contiguous  hills,  bending  them 
toward  the  centre  of  the  fpace,  that  the  ears 
may  lie  near  to  each  other,,  and  then  devours 
them.  Palling  in  this  m.anner  through  a  field, 
he  deftroys  the  corn  in  great  quantities.  To 
prevent  this,  the  fields  are  fbmetiines  guarded, 
by  night  ;  but  this  method  is  too  tedious  to  be 
conftant.  Another  is,  to  place  a  loaded  gun, 
and  llretch  a  line,  conned;ed  with  the  trigger, 
acrofs  the  field,  fo  that  the  bear  in  his  walk, 
by  prefTing  againfl:  the  line,  may  draw  the 
trigger,  and  kill  himfelf.  This  practice  has 
fometimes  been  attended  with  fuccefs  ;  but 
there  is  danger  that  people,  who  are  not  ap- 
prized of  the  defign,  may,  in  pafTmg  through' 
a  field,  kill  or  wound  themfelves  ;  and  in  fatl 
this  mode  of  fetting  guns,  has,  in  fome  initan- 
ces,  proved  fatal.  Another  way  of  taking  the 
bear,  is  by  fetting  log  traps  ;  but  this-  is  un-^ 
certain.  A  good  dog  is  the  ilifefb  defence,  if 
he  could  be  induced  to  remain  by  night  in  the 
field,  [n  the  autumn  of  fome  years,  the  bears 
come  down  into  the  old  fettlemcnts,  and  they 

have 
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have  been  feen  in  the  maritime  towns ;  but 
now,  their  appearance  in  thefe  places,  is  ex- 
tremely rare.  They  are  very  fond  of  fweet 
apples,  and  Vvill  lometimcs  devour  young 
fwine,  but  very  fcldom  attack  mankind.  An 
aftedting  inftance  of  a  child  falling  a  prey  to 
one  of  them,  happened  at  Moultonborough, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft,  1784.  A  boy  of 
eight  years  old,  fon  ot  a  Mr.  Leach»  was  fent 
to  a  paiiure,  toward  the  clofe  of  the  day,  to 
.  put  out  a  horfc,  and  bring  home  the  cows. 
His  father  being  in  a  neighbouring  field,  heard 
a  cry  of  dillrefs,  and  running  to  the  fence,  faw 
his  child  lying  on  the  ground,  and  a  bear 
ftanding  by  him.  He  feized  a  ftake,  and 
crept  along,  with  a  view  to  get  between  the 
bear  and  the  child.  The  bear  took  the  child 
by  the  throat,  and  drew  him  into  the  bullies. 
The  father  purfued  till  he  came  up,  and  aim- 
ing a  lliroke  at  the  bear,  the  flake  broke  in  his 
hand  ;  and  the  bear,  leaving  his  prey,  turned 
upon  the  parent,  who,  in  the  anguifn  of  his 
foul,  was  obliged  to  retreat,  and  call  for  help. 
Before  any  fufficient  help  could  be  obtained, 
the  evening  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  a  fearch 
was  impratfticable.  The  night  was  pafTed  bv 
the  family  in  the  utmoft  difircfs.  The  neigh- 
bours alTembled,  and  at  break  of  day,  renewed 
thepurfuit.  I'he  child's  hat,  and  the  bridle, 
which  he  had  dropped,  were  found,  and  thev 

trackedf 
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tracked  his  blood  about  forty  rods,  when  they 
difcovered  the  mangled  corps.  The  throat 
was  torn,  and  one  thigh  devoured.  Whilft 
they  w^ere  ftanding  round  the  body,  the  bear 
rofe  from  behind  a  log.  Three  guns  were 
fired  at  the  fame  inftant,  which  difpatched 
him;  and  a  lire  was  immediately  kindled,  in 
which  he  was  confumed.  This  was  a  male 
bear,  of  ^bout  three  years  old. 

1  have  met  with  but  one  other  inftance  of 
the  lame  kind  ;  it  happened  in  the  year  1 731 , 
at  a  new  plantation  on  Suncoock  river.  A 
man  beino-  at  work  in  a  meadow,  his  foi^,  of  a- 
bout  eight  years  old,  was  lent  to  call  him  home 
to  dinner.  On  their  return,  there  being  two 
paths  through  the  woods,  the  fon  going  firft, 
took  one,  and  the  father  the  other.  At  dinner 
the  child  was  miffing,  and  after  waiting  fome 
time,  the  father  went  to  ieek  him,  in  the  path 
which  it  was  fuppofed  he  had  taken.  To  his 
inexpreffible  furprife,  a  bear  ftarted  up  from 
among  the  buihes,  with  the  bleeding  corps 
between  his  teeth. 

The  RACOON  (urfus  lotor)  lives  in  hollow 
trees,  and  fometimes  feeds  on  corn  in  the  fields. 
Its  flelh  is  excellent  food.  Its  fur  is  valued 
next  to  the  beaver  for  hats.  Buffon  fays  that 
the  racoon  is  found  only  in  the  fouthern  coun- 
tries of  America.  It  is  certainly  found  in 
New-Hampffiire,  and  in  the  eaftern  divifion  of 
Mallachufetts.  The 
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The  WOLVERINE  iurfus  lufcus)  is  a  mif- 
chievoiis  animal.  He  llts  on  the  bough  of  a 
tree,  near  the  paths  of  the  deer  and  the  moofe, 
and  jumps  on  their  back,  to  which  he  clings 
by  his  claws  till  he  has  torn  a  hole  in  theii* 
neck  and  killed  them.  He-  enters  the  cabins 
of  the  Indians  in  their  abfence,  and  plunders 
.them  of  eatables.  Gyles,  in  his  memoirs, 
tells  a  ftory  of  a  wolverine,  which,  in  one  of 
thefe  depredations,  happened  to  throw  a  bag 
of  gunpowder  into  the  lire,  by  which  means 
he  loft  his  eyes,  and  became  the  fport  of  the 
Indians  at  their  return. 

The  wdoDCHUCK  {i*rfr-vti  mujlelis  fpecies) 
is  a  fmall  animal  which  burrows  in  the  earth. 
It  is  generally  fat  to  a  proverb,  and  its  flelh  is 
palatable  food. 

Mo  L  E  ( talpa  europea . ) 

Shrew  mouse  [forex  cnjintus.)  Ground 
MOUSE  {^forc.x  mj/rinus.)  Field  mouse  (y^-- 
7  ex  araneus.^ 

Porcupine  [Jjyfinx  dorfata,)  This  ani- 
mal is  dangerous  to  dogs,  for  on  feizing  it 
they  are  tormented  with  its  quills,  which 
quills  are  of  the  lize  of  pigeon's  quills.  The 
Indians  dye  them  of  various  colours,  and  work 
them  into  various  figures  to  adorn  their  belts, 
pouches,  mockaleens,   and  birchen  dillics. 

Hare  ( !cpus  tmidus  .•? ) 

Rabbit  [Jepus  cuni cuius.) 

L        '  Thr 


154  HISTORY     OF 

.  The  RE  AY EK  [cq/Ior  Jiler),  is  one  of  the 
mofl  ufefiil  as  well  as  iligacious  animals  of  our 
vvilderncfs.  It  is  now  become  fcarce  in  New- 
Hamplhirc,  but  the  veftiges  of  its  labours  are 
v<ery  numerous. 

,  The  beaver  is  not  only  an  amphibious  ani-  - 
mal,  but  is  faid.to  farm  a  conncd:ing  link  be- 
tween quadrupeds  and  filhes.  It  delights  in 
ftill  water,  of  which  it  mAift  have  full  and  un- 
difturbed  polTeffion.  The  depth  of  the  wa- 
ter mufh  be  fuch  as  that  it  mull:  have  fuffi- 
cknt  room  to  fwim  under  the  ice.  The 
male  and  female,  with  their  young  af  one' 
yfear  old  (called  by  the  Indians  pcoys)  form  a 
family  which  coniiH:  generally  of  lix.  Thefe 
inhabit  one  cell  j  but  when  come  to  the  age 
ot  two  ycp.rs  (^payle?ns)  they  go  off  and  build 
for  thcmfelves. 

•'They  fomefimes  ehoofe  a  natural  pond  for 
the  fcene  of  their  habitation  and  amufcmcnt  ; 
in  which  cafe  they  dig  a  hole  in  the  earth, 
near  the  edo-e  of  the  pond,  and  line  it  with 
flicks  ;  to  thi^  they  have  a  fubterraneous  paf- 
^^ig&  from  tl>e  water.  Sometimes  they  refide 
on  the  coves  or  eddies  of  great  rivers,  where 
the  v/ater  is  ftill  ;  but  it  is  more  ufual  for 
them  to  conftruca  a  dam,  which  by  ftopping 
the  courfe  of  a  ftream,  may  overflow  a  piece  of 
ground,  and  form  a  pond  to  their  liking.  In 
the  choice  of  a  fpot  for  a  dam   thc^y  have  fa- 

gacity 
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gacity  to  judge  whether  it  will  confine  and 
raife  the  water  to  anfwer  their  piirpofe.    They 
take  advantage  of  wind-tallen  treesr    of  long 
points   of  land,  of  fmall  iflands,  rocks  and 
flioals  J  and  they  vary  the  fliape  of  their  dam 
according  to  thefe  circumllances,  makinc;  it 
either   circular,   dired:   or  angular ;   and  the 
beft  human  artift  could  neither  mend  its  por- 
tion or  figure,   nor  add  to  its  ftability.     It  is 
conftrudied  entirely  of  fticks  and  earth  j  the 
flicks  are   for  the  moft  part   placed   up  and 
down   the  ftream,  feldom  acrofs,  but  always 
clofcly   interwoven  and   cemented    by  mud, 
brought  on  their  tails,  which  being  broad  and 
flat,  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a  trowel  as  their 
teeth  do  that  of  a  faw.     They  have  four  in- 
cifive  teeth,  tv/o  in  the  forepart  of  the  upper, 
and  two  of  the  under  jaw,  fliarp  and  curved 
like  a  carpenter's   gouge  ;    with   thefe   they 
cut  off  trees  and  buflies  of  the  fofteil:  wood, 
white  maple,   white  birch,  alder,  poplar  and 
willow  ;  with  thefe  kinds  of  wood  they  con- 
flrudt  their  dams,   and  of  thefe  they  always 
have  a  fufliciency  funk  under  the   water  to 
ierve  them  for  food  in  the  winter. 

With  refped:  to  the  fizc  of  the  trees  which 
they  fell,  and  fome  other circumftances  relative 
to  their  labours  and  habits,  many  marvellous 
florics  have  been  publiflied.  La  Hontan  fays 
they  will  cut  off  a  tree  '  as  big  as  a  hogf- 
L2  'head/ 
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'  head.*  Buffon,  and  after  him  Raynal  and 
Goldfmith,  fpeak  of  their  *  fliarpening  flakes-, 
*  and  driving  them  into  the  ground.*  Others 
have  afferted  things  much  more  incredible. 
The  beaver  is  in  reahty  a  fagacious,  laborious 
and  patient  animal,  and  makes  great  ufe  of  his 
teeth  in  felling  many  fmall  trees,  and  cutting 
them  into  pieces  convenient  for  his  ufe  ;  but 
he  has  no  inftrument  with  which  to  drive  them 
into  the  ground.  The  lize  of  the  trees 
which  he  generally  choofes,  is  from  one  to  ten 
inches  in  diameter  ;  thefe  are  young  trees, 
tender  and  fweet  for  focxi.  Neccflity  fome- 
times  obliges  a  number  of  them  jointly  to  at- 
tack a  tree  of  larger  fize.  The  largefl:  of 
which  I  have  any  certain  information  is  from 
fitteen  to  eighteen  inclies  in  diameter ;  but 
this  is  rare,  and  the  felling  of  fuch  a  tree  muft 
require  much  labour,  iince  thofe  of  but  one 
inch  have  eight  or  ten  ftrokes,  diftindly 
marked,  and  a  very  good  kerf  is  allowed. 

Some  accounts  mention  fevcral  hundred 
beavers  afTembling  and  holding  a  council  pre- 
.vioufly  to  beginning  a  dam  ;  but  I  am  afTured 
that  a  linglc  fiimily,  and  even  a  finglc  beaver, 
when  he  has  left  his  partners,  will  go  regular- 
ly to  work  either  in  building  or  repairing  a 
dam  as  there  may  be  occafion.  I  have  my- 
felt  taken  fticks  newly  cut,  from  a  dam,  where 
a  folitary  beaver  was  at  Vv-ork.      Joficlyn  tells 

of 
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of  a  beaver  which  was  domefticatcd  at  Bofton, 
and  nm  freely  about  the  ftreets,  retiring  at 
night  to  the  hoiife  of  his  owner. 

The  beaver*s  dam  is  from  fix  to  ten  feet 
thick  at  the  bottom,  according  to  the  breadth 
of  the  ilream  or  the  quantity  of  water.  It 
flopes  but  httle  on  the  lower,  and  much  on  th<' 
upper  fide,  and  is  from  two  to  four  feet  wide 
2t  the  top.  It  is  always  of  fuch  height  as  will 
confine  a  fuflicicncy  of  water  for  their  pur- 
pofe.  After  it  is  conllructed,  they  place  fods 
of  wild  grafs  upon  it,  fb  that  in  the  courfe  of 
a  year  it  becomes  fwarded  over  like  a  portion 
of  meadow.  Thofe  parts  which  are  in  the 
flioalefl  water,  near  the  banks,  are  fo  confoli- 
dated,  that  after  the  middle  of  the  dam  is  brok- 
en, thefe  will  remain  like  natural  points  of  firm 
earth.  On  the  top  of  the  dam,  in  the  middle, 
they  always  leave  a  fluice  or  pafl^ige  of  eigh- 
teen inches  wide,  and  as  many  deep  ;  and 
when  the  flream  is  large,  they  leave  tv,-o  or 
three,  which  the  hunters  call  Jiiding-pLiccs. 
In  thefe  they  divert  thcmfelves  by  Hiding  or 
fvvimming  down  the  flream.  It  is  not  incon- 
venient for  this  animal  to  be  long  under  wa- 
ter ;  nor  is  he  wet  uhcn  he  leaves  it  to  take 
the  land  ;  his  coat  is  io  v/ell  oiled  that  no 
water  adheres  to  it. 

When  the  dam  is  built,  the  houfe  is  bccun. 
It  is  in   the  form  of  a  hay  cock,  and  of  a  flzc 

proportioned 
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proportioned  to  the  number  of  the  family. 
The  walls  are  two  or  three  feet  thick  at  the 
bottom,  and  arc  formed  of  the  fame  materials 
as  the  dam.  The  door  is  not  only  under 
water,  but  below,  where  the  water  freezes. 
The  lower  ftory  is  about  two  feet  high,  and  a 
floorof  flicks,  covered  with  mud,  compofes  the 
fecond  ftory.  Af  the  fame  diflance  a  third 
ftoiy  is  formed,  and  then  the  roof  is  raifed  in 
an  arched  form.  It  is'  fmooth  on  the  infide, 
and  above  the  water,  always  dry  and  clean. 
Througli  each  floor  there  is  a  communication, 
and  the  upper  floor  is  always  above  the  level 
of  the  water 'wlien  at  the  higheft.  The  out- 
fide  of  the  houfe  is  rough  but  tight  ;  and  if  it 
ever  decays,  it  is  repaired.  When  the  hunters 
iind  the  houfes  out  of  repair,  they  conclude 
that  the  beavers  have  forfaken  the  pond. 

In  the  winter  it  is  neceflkry  for  them  to 
keep  one  or  more  breathing  holes  in  the  ice 
conflantly  open,  near  the  houfes  ;  for  which 
purpofe  they  break  the  ice  every  night.  It  is 
confidently  afferted  by  the  hunters,  that  all 
their  work  is  done  by  night,  and  that  they  are 
never  feen  in  the  day  unlefs  it  be  cloudy  and 
dark.  During  the  winter,  they  live  on  the 
wood  which  they  have  previoufly  funk  under 
the  water,  and  in' the  fummer  they  are  em- 
ployed in  repairing  their  houfes  and  dams,  or 
<jatherin<:r    their    food    in   the    nei^yhbourinff 

C*  P  '  o  o 
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ivoods,  to  which  they  travel  in  narrow,  beat- 
en paths. 

In  thcfc  paths,  or  in  the  water  where  the 
path  ends,  or  in  the  lUding  places  of  the  dam, 
the  hunter  fets  his  Iteel  fpring  trap,  which  is 
previouily  I'cented  with  beavers  oil.  Some- 
times he  raiies  a  heap  of  mud,  or  peels  little 
flicks,  and  having  Iccnted  them,  lets  them  up 
at  the  edge  of  the  pond,  placing  the  trap  un- 
der water,  near  the  mud  or  ilicks.  The  trap 
is  fecured  by  a  chain,  or  the  beaver  would 
draw  it  after  him.  He  often  efcapes  with  the 
lofe?  of  a  foot.  Sometimes  he  is  Ihot  in  the 
water,  or  on  the  land.  When  a  beaver  difcov- 
€.rs  an  enemy,  ho  ftrikes  the  v\atcr  with  his 
tail;  the  noiie  alarms  the  whole  family,  and 
they  are  in  a  moment  under  water.  The  bell 
fur  is"  that  which  is  taken  in  February  and 
March  ;  in  the  fummer,  their  fur  is  not  good. 
The  way  of  prefervingthe  fliins,  is  by  falting 
and  packing  them  in  a  dole  bundle,  with  the 
flelh  iidcs  together. 

One  valuable  purpofe  which  the  beaver 
ferves,  is  not  mentioned,  by  any  of  the  writers, 
of  natural  hiflorv,  which  1  have  had  opportu- 
nity to  coniult  ;  but  I  iliall  give  it,  in  the  words 
of  a  friend,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  fevcral 
communications  refpeding  the  original  and 
cultivated  flate  of  the  country.*     »  The  beav- 

*  crs, 

*  MS.  letter  of  Jofcph  Pcirctf,  Efq. 
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ers,  in  building  their  dams,  have  no  other 
dciign  than  that  of  making  a  habitation  a^ 
grceable  to  the  natural  bias,  with  which  they 
are  formed ;  biit,  I  conceive,  that  Being, 
by  whom  the  univerfe  is  lo  wifely  governed, 
has  a  farther  defign  in  this  little  animal,  who 
with  unwearied  labour  builds  a  dam,  which 
flops  the  water  from  purfuing  its  natural 
courfe,  and  makes  it  fpread  over  a  trad;  of 
land  from  iive  to  five  hundred  acres  in  extent; 
and  mofr  cqmmonly  the  worft  of  land,  a 
mere  alder  fvvamp  or  bog,  and  the  larger  the 
trac^,  the  more  likely  is  it  to  be  the  worfe. 
By  means  of  the  waters  continuing  on  this 
tract,  more  than  half  the  year,  for  many 
years  together,  every  thing  which  grew  up-r 
on  it  is  drowned  j  all  trees,  bullies  and  flirubs 
arc  killed.  In  a  courfe  of  time,  the  leaves, 
bark,  rotten  wood  and  other  manure,  which 
is  waihed  down,  by  the  niins,  from  the  ad- 
jacent high  lands,  to  a  great  extent,  fpread 
over  this  pond,  and  fubfide  to  the  bottom, 
making  it  imooth  and  leveL 

•  It  is  now  that  tlie  hunter,  ferreting  the  in- 
nocent beaver,  is  aifq  made  fubfervient  to  the 
grqat  deiign  of  Providence ;  vvl-iich  is,  by  open- 
ing the  dam,  and  deflf oying  the  beaver,  fo 
thaX  it  is  not  repaired.  Of  cpnfcquence,  the 
water  is  drained  off,  and  the  whole  traifl, 
^  which  bcfgre  was  the  bottom  of  a  po4id,  is 

'  covered 
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*. covered  with  wild  grafs,  which  grows  as  high 

*  as  a  man's  flioiilders,  and  very  thick.     Thcfe 

*  mcadovv's  doubtlcfs  fcrve  to  teed  great  num- 
♦;  hers  ot  moofe  and  deer,  and  are  ot  ftill  greater 

*  vfe  to  new  fettlcrs,  who  find  a  mowing  field 

*  already  cleared  to  their  hands  ;  and  though 

*  the  hay  is  not  equally  as  good  as  Englilh,  yet 
■  it  not  only  keeps  their  cattle  alive,  butintol- 

*  erable    order  ;    and    without   thefe  natural 

*  meadows,  many  fettlements  could  not  poili- 

*  bly  have  been  made,   at  the  time  they   were 

*  made.     Such  as  are  not    fenced,  afibrd  the 

*  eattle  good  paftures  in  the  beginning  ot  the 

*  year,  as  the  grafs  (hoots  very  early.     It  is  ob- 

*  ferved  that  thofe  meadows  which  are  mowed 

*  conflantly,  produce  lefs  at  every    mowing; 

*  but  will  always   hold  out,  where  I'cttlers  are 

*  indufirious,    till   they  have    cleared    ground 

*  enough  to  raife  Englilh  hay.     I   have  more 

*  than  two  hundred  acres   in  one  body,  made 

*  by  fevcral  dams,  acrols  one   brook,  at   vari- 

*  ous  diftances  from  each   other.* 

The  MUSQOJASH  [cdjior  ;:::/^<?//6/(-.7j-)  builds 
a  cabin  ot  flicks  and  mud  in  a  fli allow  pond. 
He  is  not  fo  fliy  of  man  as  the  beaver  ;  but  is* 
frcquentiv  found  '\\\  the  culti\atcd  parts  of  the 
country.  The  oil-bag  of  ih*  muiquafli,  wrap- 
ped in  cotton,  ai'^ordb  a  perfume,  grateful  to 
thofe  who  are   fond  of  mulk. 

The  MINK  (. )  is  an  amphil>ious  ani- 

(nnl,  and  burrows   in  the  earth  by  the  fide  of 

rivcr:i 


x62  HISTORY     OF 

rivers  and  ponds.  Its  fur  is  more  valuable 
than  the  mu  fquafh . 

The  BLACK  RAT  (^fiius )  IS  a  native, 

but  it  retires  back  into  the  country  as  the  grey- 
rat,  which  is  imported  in  veffels  from  abroad, 
advances.  The  town  of  Hampton,  though 
adjoining  the  fea,  and  one  of  the  earheft  fettle- 
ments  in  New-Hampfliire,  had  no  grey  rats 
till  the  year  1764,  when  an  Englilli  maft 
fhip  was  wTecked  on  the  beech.  This  fpecies 
of  rat  has  advanced  about  thirty  miles  into  the 
country,  and  farther,  along  the  great  roads. 
To  prevent  the  entrance  of  this  noxious  ani- 
mal into  corn  houfes,  the  lills  are  laid  on  fhort 
poflis,  each  of  which  is  capped  with  a  broad 
flat  ftone,  over  which  the  animal  cannot  pafs. 

Of  SQuiPvRELS  we  have  four  fpecies.  The 
BLACK  [^fciurus  niget-)  and  the  grey  {^fciu- 
rus  cincreus)  though  diftinguillied  by  Linnaeus, 
differ  here  only  in  colour  ;  the  former  is  very 
rare,  the  latter  very  common.  This  is  the 
largeil  fpecies  of  fquirrels.  It  builds  its  neft 
in  the  crotch  of  a  tree,  generally  a  white  oak, 
and  there  breeds  and  nouriihes  its  young.  It 
feeds  on  acorns  and  nuts,  and  lays  up  its 
winter  food   in  tlie  hollow  parts  of  old  trees. 

The  RED  SQUIRREL  [fciuvus  fdvus  P)  is 
the  next  in  fize,  and  its  habits  are  nearly  tha 
fame. 

The 
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The  STRIPED  SQUIRREL  [fciurus  Jhiatus) 
is  fmallcr.  It  provides  its  winter  food  from 
the  cornfields,  and  dcpoiits  it  in  holes  in  the 
earth,  after  having  deprived  each  kernel  of  its 
germe,  that  it  may  not  fprout. 

The  FLYING  SQUIRREL  [fci'urus  volaus) 
is  the  leaft  and  moft  beautiful.  Its  fur  is  the 
mofl  fine  and  delicate  of  any  quadruped.  It 
feeds  on  the  buds  and  feeds  of  ve^-etablcs. 

The  MOOSE  (cervtis  tara?zdus  /*)  is  the 
largeft  animal  of  our  foreft.  His  palmated 
horns  extend  from  four  to  fix  feet  in  breadth, 
and  arc  from  thirty  to  fifty  pounds  in  weight. 
He  has  hair  on  his  neck  refcmblinc  the  mane 
of  a  horfe.  His  hoof  is  cloven,  artd  when  he 
trots,  the  clattering  of  it  is  heard'  at  a  great 
diftancc.  His  courfe  through  the  Woods  is 
ftraight,  to  a  proverb.  He  feeds  on  the  wild 
grafs  of  the  meadows,  or  on  the  leaves  and 
bark  of  a  fpecies  of  the  maple,  which  is  called 
moofe-wood.  When  vexed  by  the  flies  in 
fummer,  he  takes  to  tlie  water,  where  lie  feeds 
on  the  wild  oats  or  pond  lilies.  His  flelli  is 
of  a  coarfer  grain  than  beef,  but  fweet  and 
tender.  His  lip,  which  is  broad  and  cartila- 
ginous, is  accounted  by  the  Indirais  and  by 
our  own  huntfmen  a  dainty,  and  his  ton^iue 
is  *  a  dilh  for  a  fagamorc.'  The  hide  is 
thick  and  firm,  and  is  made  into  foft  and 
durable  leather.     Wiicn    v.\z   Indians  kill    a 

moofo 
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moofe  or  a  deer,  they  cut  off  the  hoof  and 
draw  out  the  iinews,  of  which  they  make  the 
itrongefl:  cords. 

I'liC  DEER  i^ccrvt/s  dam  a  P)  was  formerly 
found  in  very  great  plenty  ;  but  having  been 
wantonly  deftroyed  at  improper  feafons  of  the 
year,  is  now  become  fcarce.  The  beft  time 
to  hunt  this  animal  for  the  facility  of  taking 
it,  is  in  the  winter,  when  there  is  a  deep  fnow 
with  a  cruft  on  its  furface  ;  but  its  ikin  is 
moft  valuable  when  killed  in  the  warm 
months. 

Hunting  is  an  employment  followed  by 
fome  people,  who  prefer  rambling,  to  a  life  of 
fettled  induflry.  The  moofe  and  the  deer  arc 
tracked  and  purfued  by  dogs  ;  or  the  huntf- 
man  lies  in  wait  for  them,  at  certain  defiles, 
where  they  are  known  to  pafs,  or  near  waters 
in  which  they  bathe.  The  bear  is  fometimes 
unkennelled  Vvhen  retired  to  his  den  j  or  when 
ranging,  if  he  take  to  a  tree,  he  is  a  fair  mark. 

A  new  mode  of  driving  away  the  wolf  has 
been  attempted  with  fuccefs.  The  town  of 
Amherft  was  a  few  years  ago  much  infeiled 
with  this  noxious  intruder.  On  a  day  ap- 
pointed, the  inhabitants,  by  general  confent 
took  their  arm.s,  and  furrounded  a  large  fwamp 
^vhich  they  penetrated  in  every  direction,  as  far 
as  it  was  prad:icable ;  and  kept  up  an  incef- 
fant  fi  ring  of  guns  and  beating  of  drums  through 

the 
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the  day.     In  the  following  night  the  wolves 

quitted  the  fwamp  with  a  difmal  how  ling,  and 

have  never   fmce   done  any  mifchief  in  that 

town. 

The  only  ma^nillary  biped  which  we  have,  is 
the  BAT  (yefpertilio  murinus)  which  forms  the 
connecting  link  between  the  beafts  and  the 
birds . 

Of  BIRDS  we  have  a  great  variety.  The 
following  catalogue  is  the  moft  full,  which  has 
beencoUeded,  but  cannot  boafl:  of  perfedtion, 

iJ  A  L  D    EAGLE,  Falco  leucocephulus. 

BROWN    EAGLE,  FalcO  fulvVS. 

LARGE  BROWN  HAWK,  Falco  hudfonuis  ? 

J I E  X  HAWK,  Faho  fpa  rverius  ? 

riGEON  HAWK,  Falco  columharivs. 

WHITE  OWL,  Strix  nyElta, 

SPECKLED   OWL,  Slrix  aluCO. 

BARN  OWL,  Strix pajfcrina. 

BIRD  n  AWR,  Lanius  caaadcnfi,. 

KING  BIRD,  Lanius  tyranniis  ? 

CROW,  CorvHS  corax. 

BLUE  JAY,  Corvus  crijlatus. 

HANG  BIRD,  Onolus  iclerus. 

RKD-WINGKD   BLACK-)         Qnolus  i^hanUCUS. 
BIRD,  j  ^ 

GOLDEN  ROBiNOR^        q^^^,,^^  halixnorc  P 

GOLD   FINCH,  j 

CROW  BLACK  BIRD,  Gvacula  qiiifcula, 

t  ucKow,  Cnculns  amtricmiiis  P 

GREAT  RED  CRESTED  "I  „•  ^-;     ,        ^ 

WOODPECKER,  /       P'C-^'S  P^l-'^i^'-^  ? 

SWALLO.VI), 
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SWALLOW  WOOD-I  n"  7  •  /  i 

>  Ficus  hirund^naceui. 

PECKER,  / 

RED   He'XD  WOOD-\  r,-  ,7  ,1     1 

PtCKER,  J  -^  ^ 

VVHITJ-:   BACK  W 


►'OOD-\  75. 

>  ricus  auratus. 

PECKER,  J 

AROLIX  A  WOOD-")  „.  ,. 

_,.^,.,._  >  Ficus  caronnus. 

PLv^Ki-I\,  J 

^DOLY  BACK  WOOD-T  y,  •  ,     ,    /- 

PECKER,  /  P^^-^s  puk/i-ens. 

HIXETAILWOOD-^  p,,..  ..//./..  ? 
PECKER,                             J  -^ 

f.CKLED  WOOD-1  r,  ,  ,     « 

'ECKER,  J 


NUT  HATCH,  ^zV/a  canadcnfis^ 

KINGFISHER,  Alcedo  alcyon. 

CREEPER,  Certhia  pinus  ? 

HUMMING  BIRD,  Trocktius  coluhris^ 

SWAN,  Anas  cygnus. 

The  SWAN  is  thelargefl:  of  the  aquatic  tribe 
which  is  feen  in  this  country.  One  of  them 
has  been  known  to  weigh  36  lb.  and  to  be  fix 
feet  in  length  from  the  bill  to  the  feet,  when 
ftretched.  Naturalifts  have  different  opinions 
refpediing  the  mufic  of  the  fvvan.  The  tame 
fwan  of  England  is  faid  to  be  filent  ;   and  Dr. 

Goldfmith 

*  Since  the  printing  of  the  note  page  147,  I  find  that  the 
requcft  of  Dr.  Cutler,  refpecling  the  new  fpccific  names, 
was,  that  they  fhould  be   '  diftinguifhed  by  a  charafter  dif- 

*  fercnt  from  the  others.'     It  was  at  firfl  thought  that  '  Ital- 

*  ic  capitals'  would  be  as  proper  a  diftinftion  as  any  other  ; 
but  this  is  found,  on  further  inquiry,  to  be  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  that  clafs  of  authors.  A  fmaller  type  is  there- 
fore ufed  by  v/ay  of  diftinclion. 
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Goldfmith  feems  to  think  the  accounts  of  the 
mufic  of  the  wild  fwan  fabulous.  What  is 
deemed  fabulous  in  Europe,  is  often  realized 
in  America.  It  is  certain  that  our  fwan  is 
heard  to  make  a  found  refembling  that  of  a 
trumpet,  both  when  in  the  water  and  on  the 
wing. 

WHITE  HEAD  COOT,  Jnas  fpe&abUis, 

BROWN  COOT,  Anas  fiifca. 

BLACK  DUCK,  Anas  m0ra, 

WHITE  GOOSE,  Atias  crythropus, 

BLUISH  GOOSE,  Anas caerulefcens. 

BRANT  or  BRENT,  Anas  hcmicla. 

WILD  or  BLACK  GOOSE,      Anas  canadcnfis. 

This  is  the  bird  which  Dr.  Hill  calls  the 
Siva?i  goofe.  It  is  a  bird  ot  pafHige,  and  gre- 
garious ;  the  form  of  the  phalanx,  when  on 
the  wing,  is  that  of  a  wedge.  By  the  mix- 
ture of  this  with  the  common  goofe,  a  mon- 
grel breed  is  produced,  which  is  more  valuable 
than  cither  of  them  fingly.  The  wild  goofe, 
though  it  migrates  from  one  part  of  the  conti- 
nent to  the  other,  yet  has  its  local  attachments. 
One  of  them,  which  was  caught  in  the  fpring, 
and  kept  in  a  flirm  yard  with  a  flock  of  do- 
meftic  gtt(Q^  when  the  time  of  its  migration 
arrived,  took  the  firft  opportunity  to  join  a 
flock  in  their  paffage  to  the  fouthward  ;  but 
at  the  return  of  fpring,  came  b:Tck  and  alighted 

in 
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in   the    fame  yard    with    four  young   '^hcs, 
wliich  (he  had  produced  in  her  abfence. 

The  BRANT  is  rare  in  New-Hamplliire  ; 
but  in  the  bay  of  Maflachufctts,  is  found  irt 
great  abundance. 

SEA  DUCK,  Anas  mollilJima. 

DIPPER,  Anas  alheola. 

o  L  L  W I  f  t ,  An  as  Jlrepc  ra  ? 

t^  u  I N  D  A  R ,  Anas  Intuphala  ? 

WHISTLER,  Anas  clanguh  ? 

WIDGEON,  Anas  peneloVe  ? 


MALLARD,    or  SPRIG 
TAILED     DUCK, 


Auus  acuta. 


} 

LORD  and  LADY,  or^  ,        ,.^   .     . 

SEAPiGEOX.         /  Anashiflnonua? 

BLUE  ^^■  1  X  G  E  D  TEAL,  AndS  ciiJl  OlS  ? 

G  R  E  E  X  W I  X  G  E  D    TEAL,  AnaS . 

G  R  £  Y  w o o  D   DUCK,  Ana  f  fponfa. 

WOOD  DUCK,  Anasarboiea. 

CREAM  COLOURED  ")  ,,  ,.     „ 

SIIELLDRAKE,         /  ^'^"o'^'  ^^'S^''^'-  ? 

RED  BELLIED  SHELL- "1  ,,  ,-         ,       „ 

DRAKE,  /  Mergus  fnrafor? 

p  V  E 1)  s  H  E  L  I.  D  R  A  K  F. ,  Merg  US  coftor  ? 

I'EXGUIN,  Aka  impcnnis. 

WATER  HEX,  or  W A- 1  >,  'f       „ 

'  *-  Ait  a  art^ca  r 


TER  WITCH, 


Pehranus  onocrotalus       1 

PELICAN,  ■lit-  > 

'  ocadentalis.  j 

The  Pelican  migrates  fronl  its  native  coun- 
try, the  MifTifippi,  far  to  the  northward.  It 
has  been  feen  in  New-Hampfliire.  The 
American  Pelican  is  not  a  diftindt  fpecies  from 

the 
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the  Pelican  of  Afia  and  Africa  but,  a  variety- 
only. 

SHAG,  Pelecamts  graculus  ? 

G  AN  N  ET,  Pekcanus  ta/fanus  ? 

LO  o  N ,  Colymbus  immer, 

WHITZ  GULL,  Larits  cnnus. 

GREY  GULL,  Larus  fufcus  ? 

MACKEREL  GULL,  Larus  ridibuTidus, 

TEE-ARR,    or   FISII-I  <,, 

INGGULL.  /  Sterna  minuta, 

CRANE,  Ardea  canadenjis, 

STORK,  Ardea  ciconia . 

BLUE  HERON,  Arden  cocrulea. 

s K o  u  K,  Ardea  virefcens. 

WHITE  HERON,  Ardea  alba. 

WOODCOCK,  Scolopax  ritJHca. 

WOOD  SNIPE,  Scolopajc  fedoa. 

GREY  CURLEW,  Scolopax  Manus. 

LARGE  speckled")  _      ,  , 

CURLEW,  /  Scolcpax  lapponica. 

HUMILITY,  Tringa  interpres  ? 

MARSH  BIRD,  Tringa  moriuella  ? 

rock  BIRD,  Tringa  maculata. 

OX-EYE,  Tringa  Julie  ana  ? 

B E  ACH-B I R D,  Tringa  arenaria. 

BLACK  BREASTED  1  ^,  ,    •        ,•    ,v.,/^ 

>  Charadriiis  ntaiicuia, 

PLOVER,  J 

K I L  D  E  E,  Charadrius  vocifervs  ? 

PYED  PLOVER,  Charadrius  opricarius. 

LARGE  SPOTTED^  ri         J    ■  i 

piovvH  r  Uiaraarius  taA.coSA\xa. 

PEEP,  Ralhts  caroliniis. 

M  WILD 


170         HIS  T  O  R  Y     O  F 

WILD  TURKEY,  Mekagvis  gallopavo. 

Wild  turkies  were  formerly  very  nume- 
rous. In  winter  they  frequented  the  fea  fhore, 
for  the  fake  of  picking  fmall  fiflies  and  ma- 
rine infects,  which  the  tide  leaves  on  the  flats. 
y^Jfelvn,  who  reiided  eight  years  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Maine,  and  wrote  in  1 672,  fays,  that  he 
had  eaten  part  of  one,  which,  when  prepared 
for  the  fpii,  weighed  thirty  pounds  ;  and 
IVood^  \yho  vifited  the  country  earlier,  and  wrote 
in  1639,  fpc^^ks  of  fome  which  weighed  forty 
pounds.  They  are  now  retired  to  the  inland 
mountainous  country.  Dr.  Goldfmith  doubts 
whether  any  of  this  breed  have  been  tamed  in 
America.  They  certainly  have  been  tamed  i 
but  they  are  degenerated  in  lize  by  their  do- 
meftication,  fcarcely  any  being  more  than  half 
io  heavy  as  thofe  above  mentioned.  The  tur- 
key is  a  rambling  bird,  and  runs  with  great 
fpeed  on  the  ground.  The  tam.e  flocks  fre- 
quently war^der,  and  cannot  be  fatted  till  the 
fnow  prevents  their  excuriions. 

G ROWS E,  Tctrao  -, . 

The  GRowsE  is  rarely  feen,  as  there  are  no 
dry  heaths  in  Nevv-Hampfliirc,but  on  the  tops 
ot  the  larofeft  mountains,  which  are  feldom 
vifited  by  man.  This  bird  has  a  red  head,  is 
larger  than  the  partridge,  and  its  flefh,  though 
X^fS.  and  dry,  has  a  high  flavour,  and  is  very  ten- 
^icr. 

o  u  A I L,  Tetrao  virginianus . 

PAR* 
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PARTRiDGt,  Tttrao  viarilandims. 

The  PARTRIDGE  is  very  common  in  our 
woods.  Some  of  our  epicurean  gentry,  have 
beo-un  to  fear,  that  its  race  will  be  too  loon  ex- 
tind:  ;  but  there  is  no  danger.  This  bird  is 
very  prolitic  ;  it  is  common  to  find  twenty  of 
its  eggs  in  a  neft  ;  and  it  has  fcveral  coveys  in 
afcafon.  Qu'ails  are  equally  prolific.  In 
the  fouthern  and  middle  States,  the  quail  is 
called  a  partridge,  and  the  partridge  a  pheaflmt. 
The  true  pheafmt  is  not  a  native  of  our  wil- 
dernefs.  The  late  Governor  Wentworth 
brought  feveral  pairs  of  pheafants  from  Eng- 
land, and  let  them  fly  in  his  woods,  at  Wolf- 
borough  ;  but  they  have  not  fince  been  feen. 

WILD  PIGEON,  Cclumha  migratoria. 

Wild  PIGEONS  come  in  the  fpring,  from  the 
louthward,  in  great  flocks,  and  breed  in  our 
woods,  during  the  fummer  months.  They 
choofe  the  thickeft  parts  of  the  foreft,  for  the 
iituation   of  their  nefls.     yojfelyu  fays  *  they 

*  joinneflto  neft,  and  tree  to  tree,  by  their  nefls, 

*  many  miles  together,  on  the  pine  trees.'  In 
the  journal  of  Richard  Hazze?7,  who  furveyed 
the  Province  line,  in  1 741 ,  there  is  this  remark ; 

*  for  three  miles  together,   the  pigeons  nefts 

*  were  lb  thick,  that  five  hundred  might  have 

*  been  told  on  the  beech  trees  at  one  time  ;  and 

*  could  they  have  been  counted   on  the  hem- 

*  locks,  as  well,  I  doubt  not  but  five  thou- 
'fand,  at  one  turn  round.'     This  was  on  the 

M  ^  wcflcrn 
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weftern  fide  of  Conned:icut  river,  and  eaflward 
ot  Deeriield  river.  Since  the  clearing  of  the 
woods,  the  number  ot  pigeons  is  diminifhcd, 

TURTLE  DOVE,  Colu?nba  carotinoifie.'  "'- 

SKY  LARK,  Alauda  alpejiris. 

MARSH  LARK,  Alaii da  magna, 

ROBIN,  Turdus  viigratorius. 

THRUSH,  Tardus,  rufus. 

THRASHER,    Or  MOCKO         t      J  jL         o 

'  >      J  Urdus  orpheus  ? 

BIRD,  J  ^ 

CHERRY  BIRD,  Ampelis garrutus. 

CROSSBILL,  Lgxia  curviroflra  ? 

The*  CROSS  BILL  is  a  bird  rather  larger 
than  the  fparrow ;  it  is  common  in  the  weftern 
and  northern  parts  of  the  State.  The  upper 
and  lower  parts  of  its  beak  crofs  each  other 
like  a  pair  of  (hears,  by  which  means  it  cuts 
pff  the  ftalks  of  wheat  and  rye,  and  then  lays 
the  fide  of  its  head  to  the  ground  to  pick  the 
kernels.  The  female  is  of  a  fliaded  olive  col^ 
our.  The  niale  is  of  the  fame,  but  tinged 
with  red. 

SNOW  BIRD,  Emheriza  hyemalis  ? 

The  SMOW  BIRD  is  fmaller  than  a  fparrow, 
and  appears  in  little  flocks,  in  the  winter,  en- 
livening the  gloom  of  that  dreary  feafon.  They 
percli  on  the  tops  of  the  fpires  of  dead  grafs, 
above  the  fnow,  or  on  fpots  of  bare  ground,  or 
on  the  bulhes  and  trees.  They  are  feldom 
molelled,  as  one  of  them  is  fcarcely  a  mouth- 
fu} ;  but  they  haye  the  {linie  delicate  tafte  aq 

the 
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the  quail.  Bciides  the  fnow  bird,  the  crow^ 
the  blue  jay,  the  wood  pecker  and  the  par- 
tridge, have  a  degree  of  hardinels,  equal  to  the 
fevcrity  of  our  winters,  and  are  then  fecn  flying; 
all  others  avoid  it,  by  feeking  a  timely  retreat. 

Emberiza  oryzivofa. 

Tanagra  rubra. 

Fringil/a  erythrophtkalma  ? 

Fringil'a  trijiis  ? 

Fringilla  grifca. 

Fringilla  ? 

Fringilla. 

Fringilla. 


BOBLINCOLX, 
RED   LINNET, 
CUE  EWE  EH, 
YELLOW  BIRD, 
WINTER  SPARROW, 
CHIPPING   BIRD, 
SPRING     BIRD, 

Several  fpecies  ofT 

SPARROWS,       J 

CRESTED   FLY-1 
CATCHER,       J 

HEDGE  BIRD, 
CAT  BIRD, 

BROWN     FLYCATCHER, 
YELLOW    CROWN, 
GRAPE  BIRD, 
BLUE   BIRD, 
CRESTED  WREN, 
COMMON   WREN, 
CRESTED  TITMOUSE, 
BLUE  TITMOUSE, 
TOM  TEET, 
YELLOW    RUMPEJ 
TOM    TEET, 

LITTLE  HANG-BIRD, 
SANK  SWALLOW, 
BLACK  MARTIN, 
MARK    5;"Vt-ALI,OW, 


■'} 


Mujcicapa  crinita. 

Mufcicapa  CAnadtnJis^ 
Mufcicapa  carolintnjisi 
Mu fa  cap  a  fufca, 
Mufcicapa  Jlava. 
Motacilla  iderocephala* 
Motacilla  Jialis . 
Motacilla  regulus. 
Motacilla  trochiluSi 
Parus  bgcolor. 
Par  us  a?nericanus. 
Parus  atricapilluSi 

Parus  virginianus. 

Parus  pen  dull  nus  ? 
Hi  run  do  riparia. 
Hirundo  purpurea, 
liirundo  fiihis>. 


Tht 


174         HISTORY    O  F 

The  SWALLOW  appears  in  April,  arid  drf^ 
appears  in  Auguil:.  It  was  formerly  fuppofed 
to  migrate,  but  the  evidences  of  its  retiring  to- 
the  water,  or  marfhy  ground,  and  there  remain- 
ing torpid,  during  the  winter,  are  fo  many,  that 
this  opinion  is  now  generally  received. 

CHIMNEY  SWALLOW,         Hirundo  pelajgia. 
WHIP-POOR-WILL,  Capriinidgm  europaus.  B. 

NIGHT  HAWK,  Caprimufgus  amcrinanus. 

AMPHIBIOUS  REPTILES. 
MUI>  TURTLE,  Tejludo  denticuUia. 

SPECKLED  TURTLE,  TeJludo  Carolina? 

TOAD,  Ranahufo? 

POND  FROG,  ,  Rana  occcllata. 

GREEN      I-  O  U  X  T  A I  N  1  „  ^     , 

j,.j^f^^,  r*         liana  ejatlanta. 

SPECKLED  FROO,  Jlana    maculata. 

TREE  FROG,.  Raua  arbor ca. 

HULL  FROG,  Rana  lioans. 

S  W I  F  F,  I.acata  fufciata  ? 

i!  R  o  w  X  LIZ  A R  D ,  Lacerta  pu nciu/a. 

AMPHIBIOUS  SERPENTS. 

R  A T T  L E  SNAKE,  Crutalus  horriuHS. 

'  The  RATTE  sNAKEi  is  the  moft  venom- 
ous of  all  the  ferpent  tribe,  in  this  part  of  Amer- 
ica ;  but  its  motion  is  fo  (low,  and  the  found 
which  it  gives  by  rattling  its  tail,  before  it  darts 
on  its  prey,  is  fo  diftinguilliablc  from  the  very 
few  other  noifes  which  are  heard  in  the  woods, 
that  it  is  eafily  avoided.  The  rattle  fnake  of 
Nevv-Hamplhirc  is  of  a  darker  colour,  andlefs 
variciJ:atcd  than  (hat  which  is  found  about  the 

blue 
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blue  hills,  in  Suffolk  county,  Mafiachufetts. 
There  are  certain  boundaries,   beyond  which, 
to    the  northward,  none   have  been  feen    in 
New-Hampfhire.     Thefe  are  on  the  w  eilern 
lide  of  the  country.  Sugar  river,  a  branch  of  the 
Conne(5licut,   and  Sawyer*s  river,  a  branch  of 
the  Saco.   They  have  been  very  comrr.on  about 
the  fliores ,  and  on_thc  iflands  of  Winipifeogee 
lake  ;  but  as  the  country  is  fettled,  the  num- 
ber decreafes  :    In  the  autumn  they  retire   to 
their  dens,  in  the  cavities  of  rocks,  which  are 
open  to  the   fouth ;    w  here   they   remain   till 
the  warmth  of  the  fummer  fun   invites   them 
to  bafK.  in  its  beams.     During  their  torpid 
ftate,  fome  perfons  make  a  pracftice  of  draw-- 
ing  them   from  their  dens,   with   hooks,  and 
deftroying  them.   In  the  hottefl  weather,  they 
refort  to  meadows,   and  other  watry  places. 
Some  years  ago,  in  a  dry  fummer,  a  number  of 
people  from  Rochefler,  went  to  a  meadow  in 
the  woods  with  an  intention  to  mow  it,  but 
found  it  fo  full  of  rattle  fnakes,  that  they  {et 
fire  to  the  grafs  and  quitted  the  place.     The 
following  fingular  facSt  deferves  to  be  remem- 
bered.    A  dog,  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Worm- 
wood, ot  Durham,  being  bitten  by   a  rattle- 
fnake,  immediately   went  in   fcarch  of  a  fbft 
loamy  fpot  of  earth,  in  which  lie  fcratched  a 
hole  and  buried  himfelf  all  over,  excepting  his 
head.      Here  he  remained,  refufing  all  ncur- 

iihmcn!:. 
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ifhment,  till  the  earth  had  extradled  the  ven- 
om. This  fad:  was  certified  to  me  by  John 
Smith,  Efq.  of  Durham,  lately  deceafed. 

SMALL  BROWN  ADDER,  Coluber flriatulus. 

HOUSE  ADDER,  Coluber punBatisf' 

WATER  ADDER,  Colubcr fafciatus^ 

BROWN  SNAKE,  Coluher fipcdon. 

GREEN  SNAKE,  Coluber fauHta? 

BLACK.   SNAKE,  *> 

WHITE  NECK   BLACK  V     Coluber  coujlri&or. 

SNAKE,  J 

S-TRIPED  SNAKE,  Anguis  eryx  f 

AMPHIBIOUS   FISHES. 
L  A M PR  E  Y,  Petromyzon  Jluviatalis  ? 

The  LAMPREY  frequents  moft  of  our  riv- 
ers, efpecially  where  the  pafTage  is  not  inter- 
rupted by  dams.  In  Merrimack,  they  afcend 
to  the  waters  of  PemigewafTet,  and  are  found 
m  plenty  as  far  as  Plymouth.  That  part 
which  is  below  the  air  holes,  is  faked  and 
dried  for  food.  After  the  fpawning  feafon  is 
over,  and  the  young  fry  have  gone  down  to 
the  fea,  the  old  fifh  attach  themfelves  to  the 
roots  and  limbs  of  trees,  which  have  fallen  or 
run  into  the  water,  and  there  perifli.  A  mor- 
tification begins  at  the  tail,  and  proceeds  up- 
ward to  the  vital  part.  Filli  of  this  kind  have 
been  found  at  Plymouth,  in  different  flages  of 
putrefadiion. 

DOG  FISH,  Sqiialus  catulus. 

SHARK,  Squahis  carckarias  f 

STURGEON,  Acipenfcr  Jlurio. 

L u  MP  r  I s II,  Cyclopterus  lumpus. 

FISHES. 
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FISHES. 

I  EI,  Murana  anguilla. 

CONGER  EEL,  Murana  conger. 

CAT  FISH,  Ana rhickas  lupus. 

SNAKE  FISH,  Opkidiuf/i  iinberbe. 

HADDOCK,  Gadus  aglefinus. 

COD,  Gadus  morhua. 

The  COD  comes  into  the  river  Pafcataqua,  in 
the  fpring  and  fall,  and  is  taken  at  fea,  in  all 
months  of  the  year.  The  beft  are  caught  in 
the  winter.  The  next  in  quality  are  taken 
in  the  fpring  and  beginning  of  fummer  ;  the 
third  kind  in  the  latter  end  of  fummer  and 
beginning  of  autumn. 

FROST  FISH,  Gadus  lu feus. 

POLL .\CK,  Gadus  pollachius. 

SMALL  POLLACK,  Gadus  vircns. 

HAKE,  Gadus  molva. 

The  HADDOCK,  HAKE  and  POLLACK  arc 
taken  at  fea,  in  the  fpring  and  fummer,  and 
being  dried,  are  fold  under  the  denomination  of 
fcale  fifli. 

sc  u  LP  I  o  X,  Cotlus  anadricornis. 

PLAISE,  Pleuronedes  platejfa. 

FLOUNDER,  FkuToncdes  Jlefus. 

II o  L I B  u  T,  FleuroncBts  maxivius  f 

The  HO  LIB  UT  is  the  largefh  filh  which  is 
taken  for  food.  When  full  grown,  it  exceeds 
50olb,  in  weight  ;  thofe  oi  aoolb.  are  fre- 
quently brought  to  market. 
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DAB,  Pleuronccles  papillofus^ 

RED  PERCJf,  Percajluvialalis. 

WHITE  P  £  R  c  i  I ,  Pen  a  lucioperca  ? 

WHITING,  Perca  alburnus. 

SEA  PERCH,  Perca  undulata  ? 

BASS,  Perca  ocelata. 

The  BASS  was  formerly  taken  in  great 
plenty,  in  the  river  Pafcataqua;  but  by  the  in- 
judicious ufe  of  nets,  in  the  winter,  this 
£fhery  was  almoft  deftroyed.  After  the  mif- 
chief  was  donc^  a  law  was  made  againft  it ; 
but  the  bafs  have  never  fince  reforted  to  this 
riv£r  in  any  great  numbers.  It  is  faid  by 
fome,  that  iitli  which  are  fpawned  in  rivers, 
and  defcend  to  the  fea,  return  to  thofe  rivers, 
only  where  they  are  fpawned.  If  this  princi- 
ple be  true,  the  breed  might  be  renewed  by 
bringing  fome  of  the  bafs,  which  are  caught 
in  Merrimack  river,  alive,  over  the  land,  to 
the  nearefl:  part  of  the  waters  of  Pifcataqua, 
a  diftance  not  more  than  twelve  miles.  This 
muft  be  done  before  the  fpawning  feafon,  and 
might  very  eafily  be  accompliflied. 

SHINER,  Perca  nohilis  ? 

CHUB,  perca  ph iladelphica . 

B R  E  A  >r ,  Perca  ch  ryfoptera  ? 

STICKLE  BACKy  Gajhrojlius  acukatus. 

SKIP  JACK,  Gajlerojleus faltatricr. 

M  A  c  K  R  E  I, ,  Scorn  her  fcomber. 

p  o  u  T,  SUurus  felis. 

SALMON,  Salmo  falarf 

The 
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The  SALMON  formerly  frequented  the  river 
Pafcataqiia ;  but  the  numerous  dams  built 
acrofs  its  branches,  have  obflruded  thecourfe 
of  this  valuable  fifh,  and  it  has,  for  many- 
years,  totally  forfaken  the  river.  It  ftill  af- 
cends  the  Saco,  Merrimack  and  Connedlicut ; 
in  the  two  lall,  to  their  farthefl  head  ;  in  the 
former,  a  projedling  rock,  in  the  great  fall, 
near  Sunday's  rocks,  forms  an  infurmountablc 
obftrucftion  ;  but  there  is  a  free  courfe  for  this 
filli  up  the  branch  called  great  Oirapy. 
s  A  L  M  o  N  TROUT,  Salnio  truHa  ? 

The  TROUT  is  found  in  all  the  ftrcams 
which  flow  from  the  mountains,  and  vciy 
near  their  fummits.  The  fame  is  obferved 
concerning  this  fifli,  in  other  countries.  Sir 
W.  Hamilton,  dcfcribing  the  Appennines,  in 
Italy,  fays  *  the  road  follows  the  windings  of 

*  the    Garigliano,    which  is  a  beautiful  clear 

*  trout  ftream,  with  a  great  variety  of  cafcades 

*  andcatarads.'*  And  Swinburne,  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  Pyrenees  fays   •  trouts  are  often 

*  feen   Iwimming  down    the  ftream  ;  but  if 

*  diflurbcd,  retire  into  the  bowels  of  the 
mountain , '-f  In  fome  of  the  bays  of  Wini- 
pifeogee  lake  and  river,  very  large  trouts  are 
taken  with  the  hook.  Thofe  from  6  to 
10  lb,  arc  common,  and  fome  have  been 
caught  of  20  ib.  weight. 

SMELT,  Salnio  eperlanus. 

PICKEREL,    or  PIKE,  E/ox  luciuS.  ATIIE- 

*  rhiloR.  tranfac^.  \"ol.  6;-.  aiirio.  17S6,  n.  30^. 
+  Travels  through  Spri'ii,  Vol.   2.  p.  311. 
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AT  HER  I SE,  Atherina  menidia. 

HERR I N  G,  Clupea  harengus. 

SHAD,  Clupea  alofa. 

The  sHx\D  afcend  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
ildmon,  and  are  Liken  frequently  in  the  fame 
nets.  The  falmon  iifhery  is  fo  regulated  by- 
law, that  three  days  only,  in  the  week,  are  al- 
lowed to  catch  them. 

HARD  HEAD,  Clupea  dura. 

A  L  E  W I F  E ,  Clupea  fcrrata . 

BRET,  Clupea  minima. 

SUCKER,  An  cyprinus  ?  cp^'^^/ii*f^j' 

ME  NOW,  All  cyprinus  ?    p^'^'t^uy 

There  are  many  other  frefli  and  fait  water 
fifhes,  not  fufficiently  known  to  be  arranged. 

INSECTS. 

HORNED  BEETLE,  Scaraho-Us  fimfou. 

CAROLINA  BEETLE^  Scarahxus  carolinus. 

DUNGHILL  BEETLE,  Scarabcpus  Jlercorarius* 

APPLE  BEETLE,  Scarabaus  horticola  f 

GOLDEN  BEETLE,  Scaral/ccus  lanigerus. 

Several  new   fpecies,  and 
others  thathave  not  been 
arranged. 
STAG    BEETLE,  Lucanus  cervuSi 

FLUTED  BEETLE,  Lucayius  ititerruptus. 

Dermejles  lardarius. 

Derme.Jles  typographus. 
WATER  FLEA,  Gyrinus  Tiatator, 

FETID  BE ETLEy  Silpka  vefpillo, 

LADY  FLY^  CoccinclUi  2 — pujlulata. 

Several  fpecies.  \vee« 
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ChrvfomrJa — many  fpecics. 
WEEVIL,  Bruckus  pl/i. 

SNOUTED  WF.F.viL,  CurcuHo  quercvs. 

Many  fpecics. 
GOAT  CHAFFER,  Ccrambyx  conarius. 

Many  fpecics. 
FIREFLY,  Lampyris  lucida. 

Several  fpecies. 
SKIPPER,  Elater  oculatus. 

Many  fpecies. 
r, LOW-WORM,  Cicindela  Carolina. 

One  or  two  other  fpecics. 
CAN  THAR  I  DCS,  Buprcjiris  vxanana 

Two  or  three  other  fpecies, 

WATER    BEETLE,  DytifcUS  picCUS. 

Dytifcus  viarginalis. 

Dytifcusjlriatus. 

Several  other  fpecies. 
BLACK  BEETLE,  Carahus americanus. 

Numerous  fpecics.    • 
BLOSSOM  EATER,  Meloe  ?vgra. 

Staphylinus  maxillofus. 

Forficula. — ^Two  fpecics. 

Blatta  a/nfricana,  (non 
indigenus.) 

Grill  us. — Numerous  fpe- 
cics. 


COCKROACH, 


1 


GRASSHOPPER, 

CRICKET, 

LOCUST, 

MOLE  CRICKET,  Grillus gryUotalpa, 

rROCHOPPER,  -)  r         1  \n  r        • 

'  I  i.icajcj. — Many  Ipecies. 

/iALM   CRICKET,      j 

Large 
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Lart^e  and  fmall'^  ,^         _, 

^  Notontda.— 


Large  and  Imall'^ 
Water  ily,         v 

r.OAT  FLY,  J 


Several  fpecies. 

UUG,  Cinex. — Numerous  fpecies, . 

ji-ousE,  on  cabbages,  Aphis  brajiciz. 

LOUSE,  on  leaves  of  ^  ^,  i-      xt  r    „'^o 

'  I  y3/>A?j.~NuiTierous  fpecies.  . 

trees  and  plants,      j 

BUG  on  plants  and  trees,  Chermes. — Many  fpecies. 

BUTTERFLY,  Pc 


r  Numerous  fpe- 
^apiiico,  <   cies,and  feveral 
^__non-defcripts. 


NIGHT   FLUTTEEER,")^  Sphinx. 

OWL  M©TK,  /        Many  new  fpecies. 

Phalana. — 

MOTH,  or  MILLER, 

Numerous  fpecies. 

APPLE   MOTH,  or  CANO 

KER  WORM,  /      Pf'^^^"^^  loauaria  f 

DRAGON    FLY,  -x    ' 

ADDER  fLY       f  Lihdlula. — Several  fpecies. 

litmcrohius  ptElinicornis, 
Several  fpecies. 

OAK  APPLE  FLY,  Cynips.—'^zvzxA  fpecies. 

SAW  FLY,  Tenthredo  bdula. 

WASP, 


WASP,  -\  ■  _ 

J>  Vefpa. — Many  fpecies.  . 

HORNET,  /  -^^  J    f 

'  K  Apis. —  Several  fpecies. 


BUMBLE  BEE, 
WILD  BEE, 

AUNT,  Formica. — Several  fpecies, 

BLACK   FLY,     -)  ,r    /-         xt  r        ■ 

K  jVfw/cfl.— Numerous  ipecies, 

BROWN  FLY,  J  "^ 

HORSE  FLY,  Tabanus. — Several  fpecies, 

MosouiTO,  Cultx  pipicns. 

ST  1 K G I N G  FLY,  Conops  cqkitrans. 

~  SNOW 
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SNOW  FLEA, 

FATHER  LONG   LEGS, 

SPIDER, 

CRAB, 

LOBSTER, 

SIIRIMI', 

HERMIT  CRAB, 

SLENDER   C 

K 


Podura  nivalis. 
Phalan^iian. 
Several  fpecies. 
Aranca. — Many  fpecies. 


Cancer. — Many  fpecies. 


us. 


•  [ 

RAB,J 
ING  CRAB,  or  horse")         w  I        ,    i   ,i 

>     Monoculus  polyphem 

SHOE,  J 

Monoculus  pifcinus. 
Monocuhs  pulex. 
Monoculus  quadricornus. 

VERMES. 

6EA  CLAM,  Holothuria phantaphus. 

^  Q  u  I D ,  Sepia  media . 

Sepia  coligo. 

Medufa  pilearis. 

Ajlcrias. — Three  or    four 
fpecies. 

Echinus. — Several  fpecies. 

Lepas  analifera. 

My  a  arenaria. 

Solen  en/is. 

Solcn  radiatis. 

OJlrea . 

Mytilus  cdulii. 

Merit  a  lilt  oralis  ? 

Patella  J'lifca. 

Sahella  granulata. 

Anemone  marina locomotiva. 

There 


SEA  LUNGS, 

STAR   FISH,  or  FINGER 

FI5H, 
SEA  EGG, 
BARNACLE, 
HOG  CLAM, 
RAZOR  SHELL  CLAM, 
LONG  SHELL  CI. AM, 
OYSTER, 
MUSCLE, 
COCKLE, 
LIMPETS, 

SAND  SHELL  CLAM, 
SE^  ANEMONE 


} 
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There  is  a  tradition, grounded  on  a  paflage  in 
Joflelyn's  voyage  to  New  England,  and  repeat- 
ed by  Gordon,  in  his  geographical  grammar, 
of  ?^fcaylet  ?nufc!e,  found  in  the  river  Pafcata- 
qua,  in  which  is  a  vein,  yielding  a  fcarlet  li- 
quor, which  affords  an  indelible  flain  to  linen. 
Having  made  inquiry,  I  have  not  heard  of 
this  mufcle,  nor  the  place  (Baker*s  cove)  where 
it  is  faid  to  have  been  found.  Mr.  Peck, 
who  is  curious  in  his  inquiries  into  the  natural 
hiftory  of  the  country,  has  affured  me,   that 

*  thafanies  of  many  teftaceous  marine  animals 

*  will  give  the  fame  tint.     There  is  a  fpecies 

*  of  the  buccinum,  or  white  cockle,  which  is 

*  very  commonly  found  on  the  fliore,  and  not 

*  confined  to  any  particular  place,  which  being 
'broken,  and  the  fanies  taken  up  w^ith  a  hair 
'pencil,  will  mark  linen  with  a  fine  and   du- 

*  rable  crimfon.     The  colour  is  obferved   to 

*  vary  from  its  original  yellow,  to  green,  blue, 
'purple,  and  crimfon,  which  is  its  ultimate 

*  change.* 

Vail  beds  of  mufcles  appear  in  the  river 
at  low  water,  which  are  never  ufed  ;  but 
might  be  taken  out,  and  laid  as  manure  on  the 
adjacent  lands. 

Of  the  immenfe  variety  of  infedls,  with 
which  both  the  land  and  fea  abound,  it  is  im- 
poilible  to  give  a  particular  defcription.  There 
is  an  ampl^  range  for  the  ciuious  naturalifb, 

both 
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both  on^tlic  lea  iliore,  in  the  open  land,  and 
in  the  thick  woods  ;  but  if  he  engages  carneft- 
ly  in  the  purfuit,  it  may  be  advifeable  to  defend 
himfelf,  after  the  manner  of  the  Indians,  by 
fmearing  the  expofcd  parts  of  his  body  with 
the  oyl  of  the  beaver. 

The  common  black  fly  is  not  a  native 
of  the  country,  but  was  brought  in  fhips 
from  the  Well  Indies.  The  fame  may  be 
faid  of  the  cochroch,  which  has  not  yet 
quitted  the  maritime  towns.  The  bumble 
BEE  is  undoubtedly  a  native;  but  it  has  been 
doubted  whether  the  honey  bee  is,  or  is 
not.  That  fcveral  fpecies  of  the  honey  bee 
were  known  in  Mexico,  before  the  Spanilh 
invalion,  appears  from  the  tribute-rolls,  and 
other  hirtorical  paintings  of  that  empire ;  but 
it  is  probable  that  bees  were  firft  brought  into 
thefe  northern  parts,  from  Europe.  JolTelyn 
is  the  only  writer  who  mentions  them,  and 
this  was  his  opinion,  with  which  tradition  con- 
curs. They  have  multiplied  exceedingly, 
and  are  frequently  found  in  a  wild  flate,  en- 
clofed  in  the  trunks  of  hollow  trees,  in  all 
parts  of  New-Hampfhire  as  far  northward  as 
the  State  is  inhabited,  v.hich  is  44^  40''  of 
nort^i  latitude.  They  chiefly  delight  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  cultivation,  as  they  derive 
tljeir  principal  food  from  the  labors  of  man. 
N  The 
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The  Caterpillars  lay  their  eggs  on  the  branch- 
es of  apple  trees,  and,  being  hatched  by  the 
warmth  of  the  fpring,  they  form  clufters,  and 
inclofe  themfelves  in  a  web^whence  they  ifllie 
forth  in  queft  of  food,  anci  deftroy  the  leaves 
of  this  and  other  trees ;  but  the  moft  formic 
dable  enemy  to  the  apple  tree,  is  the  canker 
worm.  It  comes  out  of  the  ground  early  in 
the  fpring,  and  afcends  the  tree  in  the  fhape  of 
a  white  winged  infed:,  where  it  depofits  its 
eggs,  which,  being  hatched  by  the  genial 
warmth  of  the  feafon,  are  converted  into  mill- 
ions of  black  worms,  about  an  inch  in  length. 
Thefe  ftrip  the  tree  of  its  verdure,  and,  by  the 
middle  of  June,  it  has  the  appearance  of  au- 
tumn. While  engaged  in  this  mifchief,  if 
the  tree  be  ftruck  or  Ihaken,  each  worm  de- 
fcends  to  the  ground  by  a  thread,  fpun  inftant- 
ly  from  its  bowels,  and  afcends,  by  the  fame 
rout,  when  the  danger  is  a\^er.  By  the  21ft  of 
June,  they  difappear  ;  the  tree  puts  forth  new 
leaves,  but  bears  no  fruit.  The  beft  way  of 
guarding  againfi:  them,  is  by  putting  a  circle  of 
warm  tar  round  the  trunk  of  the  tree,  and  re- 
newing it  every  day,  during  the  time  of  their 
afcent;  this  arrefts  and  confines  them,  till  they 
perifh.  They  were  not  known  in  New-Hamp- 
Ihire  till  about  twenty  years  paft,  and  there 
are  fome  parts  \vhich  they  have  not  yet  reach- 
ed,    Th'ry    do   not   appear   e^'ery   year,   but 

there 


NEW- HAMPSHIRE.     187 

there  is  no  regular  interval  between  their  ap- 
pearances ,  nor  is  the  caufe  of  the  interruption 
known.  V, 

Befide  thefe,  thetfc  is  another  fpecies,  which 
comes  but  once  in  many  years,  and  deflroys 
the  corn  and  grafs,  as  well  as  leaves  of  trees. 
Their  laft  appearance  was  in  1770.  It  was 
obferved  that  they  did  not  touch  the  leaves  of 
elder.  From  obfervations  of  this  kind,  a 
hint  was  taken  to  make  ufe  of  elder,  and  efpec- 
ially  the  dwarf  elder,  as  a  means  ot  preferv- 
ing  the  feeding  leaves  of  young  efculent  vege- 
tables, and  even  the  branches  of  trees,  from 
being  deflroyed  by  infers. 


N  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XI. 

Caverns^,  Stones,  Foffils,  and  Mif^^^s. 

THIS  chapter  muft  be  extremely  imper- 
fed:,  as  many  parts  of  the  courvtry  are 
yet  unexplored ;  and  of  thofe  which  arc  known 
the  koowk^e,  is  moftly  confined  to  the  fur- 
face  and  its  vegetation.  Such  things  however 
as  have  occurred,  fhall  be  noticed. 

Among  the  many  rocky  mountains  and  prec- 
ipices, fome  openings  appear,  which  are  gener- 
rally  fuppofed  to  be  the  haunts  of  bears  and 
rattle  fnakes ;  and  are  rather  objei*^  of  dread 
than  of  curioidty.  A  particular  defcription  of 
oneof  thefe  caverns  in  the  townfliip  of  Chefter,, 
by  Peter  French,  an  ingenious  young  gen- 
tleman, deceafed,  fhall  be  givea  in  his  o\wr\ 
words. 

*  At  about  five  miles  dillance  from  Chefter 
*^  meeting  houfe,  and  very  near  the  road  leading 
*-to  Concord,  is  an  eminence  called  rattle 
*'fnakehill.     Its  bafe  is  nearly  circular,  and 

*  about  half  a  mile  in  diameter.     It  is  wtvy 

*  ragged,  efpecially  on  the  fouthern  fide ;  where 
*-it  is  alnioll:  perpendicular;  and  its  fummit 

*  trovvns  tremendous,  about  400  feet  high.  In 
'  this  fide,  at  the  height  often  yards,  is  an  aper- 

*  tuxc 
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*  ture  in  the  rocks,  of  about  five  feet  high,  and 

*  twenty  inches  broad  ;  which  is  the  entrance 

*  to  what  is  called  the  DcviFs  den  ;  concerning 

*  which,  many   frightful   flories   are  told,  to 

*  increafc  the  terrors  of  the  evening,  among  the 
"*  children  of  the  neighbouring  villages  ;  and 

*  indeed  I  have  obferved  the  eyes  of  men  af- 

*  fume  a  peculiar  brightnefs,  while  recounting 

*  the  imaginary  dangers  which  they  had  there 

*  fortunately  efcaped. 

*  This  entrance  is  about  fix  feet   long ;   it 

*  then  contracts  its  height   to  two   feet  and  a 

*  half,  and  difplays  its  breadth  horizontally  on 

*  the  right,  fifteen  feet ;  where  it  is  irregularly 

*  lofl:  among  the  contiguous  rocks.     This  form 

*  of  the  cavity  continues  about  ten  feet ;  when 

*  it  fuddenly  becomes  about  eight  feet  high, 

*  and  three  wide ;  the  fides  nearly  perpendicu- 
lar, continuing  thus  about  n'me  feet.     In  the 

*  midway  of  which,   on  the  fame  plane,  and 

*  nearly  at  right  angles  on  the  left,  is  an  aperture 

*  of  five  feet  high  and  four  wide,  \vhich  con- 

*  tinues  ten  or  twelve  feet,  where  it  is  lofi:  ir- 

*  regularly  among  the  rocks.    Oppofite  to  this, 

*  on  the  right,  lies  a  fpacious  chamber,  paral- 

*  lei  to  the  faid  plane  ;  elevated  about  four  feet, 

*  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  fquare,  and  about  three 

*  feet  high  ;    floored  and  ceiled  by  a  regular 

*  rock,  from  the  upper  part  of  which  are  de- 

*  pendent   many    excrefcnccs,    nearly   in    the 

*  form 
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form  of  a  pear,  fome  of  which  are  more  than 
an  inch  long;  but  there  is  a  much  greater 
number  of  every  poflible  inferior  fize  ;  thefe 
are  eafily  feparable  from  the  rock,  and  fever- 
al  of  them  are  depofited  in  the  mufeum  at 
Cambridge,  where  they  are  fhewn  for  petri- 
fied water.  Their  colour  and  confiftence  are 
thofe  of  a  common  ftone ;  but  when  ap- 
proached in  the  cave  with  a  flambeau,  they 
throw  about  a  fparkling  luftre  of  almoft  ev- 
ery hue.  This  appearance  is  caufed  by  a 
large  drop  of  w^atcr,  which  hangs  about  the 
end  of  each  ;  and  Vv^hen  the  echo  of  its  fall 
has  reverberated  round  the  vault ,  another  be- 
gins to  kindle  in  fucceffion. 

*  At  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  ni?i€ 
feet,  is  a  perpendicular  defcent  of  about  four 

feet  ;  where  the  pafTage,  becoming  not  more 
than  eighteen  inches  wide,  but  at  lead:  fif- 
teen feet  high,  anditill  nearly  perpendicular, 
bends  gently  to  the  right,  in  an  arch  of  a 
very  large  circle,  for  about  thirty  feet  ; 
where  eight  or  nine  feet  of  the  height  falls 
into  breadth,  and  all  in  feven  or  eight  feet 
more  is  lofl  among  the  rocks,  in  inconfider- 
able  chinks. 

*  The  general  dircdion  of  this  cave  is  near- 
ly north,  and  upon  an  afcent  of  about  three 
degrees.  The  cavity  is  terminated  by  rocks, 
on  all  fides  ;   fave  that  the  above  mentioned 

'  thirty 
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*  thirty  feet  has  a  gravelly  bottom,  at  the  far- 

*  ther   end   of  which    rifes    a   fmall   rivulet, 

*  ftrongly  impregnated  with  fulphur.     This 

*  rivulet  increafes  imperceptibly  in  its  defcent, 

*  along  the  thirty  feet  ;   when  it  falls  fuddenly 

*  into  a  tranfverfe  chink,   about   three   inches 

*  wide,    which   receives    it     perpendicularly 

*  about  ten  feet  ;   when  the  little  fubterraneous 

*  cafcade  is  intercepted  by   fome  thin  lip  of  a 
'  rock,  and  thrown  about   in  quite  a  merry 

*  ll:rain,  for  fuch  a  folitary  manlion. 

*  The  rocks  which  wall  this  narrow  paflage, 

*  are  cafed  with  a  Ihell   of  a  reddifh  colour, 

*  about  half  an  inch   thick  ;    which  is  eafily 

*  feparable  from  the  rock,   in  flakes  as  large  as 

*  a  man*s  hand.     Thefe  flakes  emit  a  fl:rong 

*  fcent  of  fulphur,  when  thrown  into  the  fire  ; 

*  and  this  circumflance  has  given  rife  to  a  con- 

*  jedlure,  that  fubterraneous  fires  have  former- 

*  ly  raged  here  ;   but  w  hatever  truth  there  may 

*  be  in  this  opinion,   the  cave  is  now  exceed- 

*  ingly  cold,   and  a  more  gk)omy  fituation  is 

*  fcarccly  imaginable.' 

In  the  town  of  Durham  there  is  a  rock, 
which  is  computed  to  w  eigh  fixty  or  feventy 
tons.  It  lies  fo  exadlly  poifed  on  another 
rock,  as  to  be  eafily  moved  by  one  finger.  It 
is  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  aud  its  fituation  ap- 
pears to  be  natural.  Many  other  fingular  ap- 
pearances .among  the  rocks  and  mountains  at^ 

traift 


\^i  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    O  F 

f fa6t  the  attention  of  the  curious,  and  ferve  as 
objcds  of  Amazement  to  the  vulgar. 

"Of  the  different  kinds  of  earths  and 
CtAYS,  which  are  found  in  New-Hampfhire, 
it  would  be  endlefs  to  grve  an  account.  The 
towns  of  Exeter,  Newmarket,  Durham  and 
Dover,  abound  in  clays.  The  fame  may  be 
faid  of  feveral  towns  on  Conne6ticut  river. 
In  many  of  the  new  townfhips,  clay  does  not 
appear  till  after  the  earth  has  been  opened 
and  cultivated.  Marles,  though  found  in 
great  plenty  in  fome  places,  are  feldom  ufed. 
Irnmenfe  treafures  of  this  precious  manure 
will  be  referved  for  future  generations. 

Red  and  yellow  ochres  are  found  in 
Sommerfworth,  Cheileriield,  Rindge  and  Jaf- 
frey.  It  is  obfervable  that  in  feveral  places, 
ii  flratum  of  yellow  is  found  under  one  of  red 
ochre,  without  any  intervening  fubflance. 
Thefe  have  beeii  purified  and  ufed  with  iuccefs 
in  painting. 

At  Orford  on  Connediicut  river,  is  found 
the  soAP-ROCK,  [Steatites).  It  has  the  prop- 
erty of  fuller's  earth,  in  clean fing  cloths.  It 
is  of  a  confiflence  between  earth  and  ftone.  It 
may  be  fawn  or  cut  with  carpenter's  tools, 
into  any  form  whatever.  To  determine  its  ca- 
pacity of  enduring  heat,  I  carefully  meafured 
and  weighed  a  piece  of  it  ;•  and  having  kept 
it  for  one  hour,   in  a  glowing  fire  of  coals, 

and 
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and  cooled  it  praduallv,  I  found  its  fizc  was 
not  in  tbeleaft  diminilhed.  It  lofl  a  fixtv-fifth 
part  of  its  weight.  It  was  evidently  cracked, ' 
and  was  cafily  broken,  by  the  hand.  It  was 
equally  foft  as  before,  and  as  capable  of  being 
cut  or  fcraped.  Its  colour  was  changed  from 
a  light  grey,  to  a  micaceous  yellow.  The 
piece  on  which  this  experiment  was  made, 
weighed  between  feven  and  eight  ounces. 

In  various  parts  of  the  country  is  found  that 
tranfparcnt  fubftance,  which  is  commonlj^  cal- 
led isiNG-GLASS,  [Lapis fpcculan's.)  It  is  a 
fpecies  of  talc;  and  is  found  adhering  to 
rocks  of  white  or  yellow  quartz^  and  lying  in 
lamincey  like  Iheets  of  paper.  The  mofl  of  it 
is  white,  fome  is  yellow,  and  fome  has  a  pur- 
ple hue.  The  largeft  leaves  of  this  curious 
uibftance  are  found  in  a  mountain,  in  the 
townfhip  of  Grafton,  about  twenty  miles 
caftward  of  Dartmouth  college.  It  was  firft 
difcovered  in  the  following  manner.  A  hunt- 
er took  flieltcr  for  the  night  in  a  Cavern  of  the 
mountain  ;  and  in  the  morning  found  him- 
felf  furrounded  with  this  tranfparent  fub- 
ftance  ;  a  large  leaf  of  which  he  faftened  to 
the  branch  of  a  tree,  near  the  cave,  as  a  mark 
by  w^hich  he  might  again  find  the  place. 
This  happened  during  the  late  v/ar,  when 
window-glafs  could  not  be  imported.  The 
fcarcity  of  that  convenient  article  brought  the 

talc 
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tale  into  repute.  Many  perfons  employed 
their  time  in  blowing  the  rocks,  feparating 
the  lamina,  cutting  them  into  fquares,  and 
vending  them  about  the  country.  This  fub- 
flance  is  particularly  valuable  for  the  windows 
of  fhips,  as  it  is  not  brittle  but  elaftic,  and 
will  ftand  the  explofion  of  cannon.  It  is  alfo 
iifed  to  cover  miniature  paintings,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  minute  obje(5ts  for  the  microfcope.  The 
difadvantage  ot  it  for  windows  is,  that  it  con- 
trad:s  duft,  and  is  not  ealily  cleaned  ;  but  for 
lanterns,  it  is  preferable  to  glafs. 

Chrystals  and  chrystalline  spars 
have  been  found  at  Northwood,  Rindge  and 
Conway.  They  are  of  various  iizes,  gener- 
ally hexagonal,  and  terminating  in  a  point. 
The  largeil:  which  has  fallen  under  my  knowl- 
edge, was  found  at  Conway.  It  was  fix  inches 
in  length,  eight  in  circumference,  and  weighed 
thirty  two  ounces  ;  but'  it  was  not  throughout 
pellucid. 

Allum  ore  has  been  found  at  Barrington, 
Orfordandjaffrey.  ViTRioLat  JaflPrey,  Brent- 
wood and  Rindge.  It  is  generally  combined 
in  the  fame  ftone  with  sulphur.  Thofc 
ftones  which  I  have  {een  are  Ihelly,  and  the 
vitriol  exudes  at  the  fifliires.  I  have  one, 
which  has  been  kept  perfedly  dry,  for  above 
twelve  years  ;  and  it  produces  the  white  ef- 
florefccnce   as   plentifully   as   ever.      It  was 

taken 
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taken  from  Lebanon,  in  the  county  of  York  ; 
where  there  is  an  immenfe  quantity. 

Free-stone  has  been  difcovered  at  Han- 
over and  Piermont.  At  Orford  are  many 
SLATE  rocks,  and  a  grey  ftone,  which  may 
be  wrought  to  great  perfed:ion,  either  for 
building  or  for  mill-stones.  It  is  faid  to 
be  nearly  equal  to  the  imported  burr  ftones  ; 
and  is  in  q:reat  demand. 

Iron  ore  is  found  in  many  places  ;  mofi: 
commonly  in  fwamps.  It  generally  dilcovers 
itfelf  by  .the  colour  and  talie  of  the  water, 
which  runs  through  it  ;  and  there  are  many 
fprings  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  country* 
which  arc  impregnated  in  different  degrees 
with  it.  Black  lead  [^plumLigo)  is  found 
in  large  quantities  about  the  grand  Monad- 
nock,  in  the  townlhip  of  Jaffrey.  In  the  lame 
neighbourhood,  fome  fmall  fpecimens  of 
COPPER  and  lead  have  been  feen.  There 
is  alfo  an  appearance  of  copper  in  fome  rocks 
at  Orford  ;  but  no  metal  except  iron  has 
been  wrought  to  any  advantage. 

Fossil  shells  have  been  found  near 
Lamprey  river,  in  Newmarket,  at  the  depth 
otfeventeen  feet;  and  in  fuch  a  (ituation  as 
that  the  bed  of  the  river  could  never  have  been 
there.  The  fliclls  were  of  oyfters,  mufcles 
and  clams,  intermixed.    Clam  Ihells  have  alio 

been 
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been  difcovered  at  the  depth  of  twenty  feet,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Dartmouth  college. 

Fossil  trees  are  fometimes  found  in  the 
intervale  lands,  adjoining  the  great  rivers. 

Mineralogy  is  a  branch  of  fcience  which  is 
but  little  cultivated.  Men  of  genius  and  fci- 
ence have  not  leifure  to  purfue  objects  from 
which  prefent  advantages  cannot  be  drawn. 
The  difappointments  which  have  attended 
fome  expenfive  attempts  j  the  air  of  myftery 
thrown  over  the  fubjed:  by  ignorant  pretend- 
ers; and  the  facility  with  which  every  mineral 
may  be  imported  from  abroad,  have  difcour- 
aged  inquiries.  But  from  the  fpecimens 
which  have  appeared,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  the  exiftencc  of  mineral  and  foflil  treafures, 
in  the  fearch  of  which,  future  generations  will 
find  employment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XII. 

Defcription  of  the  Harbour  and  River  of  Paf- 
cat  aqua, 

THIS  is  the  only  feaport  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire  ;  its  latitude  is  43°  5'  N.  and  its 
longitude  70°  41  '  W.  from  the  royal  obferva- 
tory  at  Greenwich.  It  is  known  to  feamen 
by  the  following  marks.  Agamenticus,  a  re- 
markable mountain  in  the  county  of  York, 
lies  four  leagues  due  north.  Pigeon  hill,  on 
Cape  Anne,  bears  due  fouth,  diftant  ten 
leagues  ;  and  the  highcfl:  of  the  ifles  of  Ihoals 
bears  S.  E.  by  S.  diilant  three  leagues  from 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 

In  the  middle  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  lies 
Great-Ifland,  on  which  the  town  of  Newcaf- 
tle  is  built.  On  the  N.  E.  point  of  this  iflanda 
light  houfe  was  ereded  in  1771,  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  province ;  but  it  is  now  ceded  to 
the  United  States.  The  diredlions  for  enter- 
ing the   harbour   arc  thefe  :    *  Ships  coming 

*  from  the  Eaft,  fliould  keep  in  twelve  fathom, 

*  till  the  light  bears  N.  half  a  point  E.  or  W. 

*  diftant   three  miles  j    (to  avoid  a  ledge   of 

*  rocks  which  lies  off  the  mouth  of  the  har- 

*  hour  ;  )  then  bear  away  for  the  light,  keep- 

ing 
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'  ing  the  weftera  fliore  on  board,  and  coming 

*  no  nearer  that  fhore,  than  the  depth  of  nine 
'  fathoms ;  giving  the  Hght  a  proper  birth, and 

*  ftanding  over  to  the  northern  fnore  of  the  riv- 

*  er ;  where  they  may  anchor  in  nine  fathoms, 

*  abreaft  of  Sparhawk's  point.     Ships  coming 

*  from  the  fouthward,  fliould  obferve  the  fame 

*  directions,  refpec^ing  the  hght,  and  keep  in 
'  nine  fathoms  on  the  weftern  Ihore.* 

Between  the  north  fide  of  Great-Ifland  and 
Kittery  fhore,  is  the  main  entrance,  about  a 
mile  wide,  nine  and  ten  fiithoms  deep.  The 
anchorage  is  good;  the  fhore  is  hned  with 
rocks;  the  harbour  is  land-locked  on  all  fides, 
and  perfectly  fafe.  The  tides  rife  from  ten  to 
fourteen  feet.  The  other  entrance  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  Great-Ifland,  is  called  Little  Har- 
bour; the  water  here  is  flioal,  and  the  bottom 
fandy . 

There  are  feveral  iflands  in  the  river,  between 
wdiich  and  the  fhores  are  channels  for  fmall 
veilels  and  boats.  Between  the  upper  end  of 
Great-Ifland,  and  the  town  of  Portfmouth,  on 
the  fouthern  fide  of  the  river,  is  a  broad,  deep, 
ilill  water  called  the  Pool ;  where  the  largefl 
fhips  may  lie  very  conveniently  and  fecurely. 
This  was  the  ufual  flat  ion  for  the  maft-fhips, 
of  which  feven  have  been  loading  at  one  time. 
In  this  place  the  Aftraea  fhip  of  war  of  twenty 
guns,  was  burnt,  on  a  feverely  cold  morning, 

January 
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January  17,  1744.  She  had  been  captured 
from  the  Spaniards  at  Porto  Bello ;  and  was 
taking  in  a  load  of  naval  ftorcs,  for  the  Britifh 
fleet  at  Jamaica,  when  this  accident  happen- 
ed. 

The  main  chani^el  lies  between  Peirce*s 
ifland  and  Seavey's  ;  on  each  of  which,  batte- 
ries of  cannon  were  planted,  and  entrenchments 
formed  in  1775.  Here  the  ftream  is  contra(fl- 
cd  to  a  very  narrow  paflage,  and  the  tide  is  ex- 
tremely rapid  ;  but  the  water  is  deep,  with  a 
bold  rocky  Ihore  on  each  fide.  The  rapidity 
of  the  current  prevents  the  river  from  freezing 
in  the  feverell:  winters. 

The  town  of  Portfmouth  lies  about  two 
miles  from  the  fca,  on  the  fouth  fhore  of  the 
river.  The  number  of  dwelling  hoiifcs  at 
prefent  is  about  640,  and  of  other  buildings 
620.  The  public  buildings  are  three  Congre- 
gational churches,  one  Epifcopal,  one  Univer- 
lalift,  a  State-houfe,  a  Market-houfe,  four 
School-houfes,  and  a  Work-houfc.  The  town 
has  convenient  wharves,  and  the  anchorage 
before  it  is  good.  There  is  depth  of  water 
fufHcient  for  the  largeft  lliips  ;  and  there  are 
fuch  natural  advantages,  for  all  the  purpofcs 
of  building:  and  dockino;  them,  and  the  har- 
hour  is  fo  capable  of  defence,  againft  any  fud- 
den  attack  by  fea,  that  it  niight  be  made  a 
verv  fate  and  commodious  port,  for  a  navy. 

Ships 
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Ships  of  war  liave  been  built  here,  both  .in 
former  and  later  times,  viz.  the  Faulkland,  of 
54  guns,  ill  1690  ;  the  Bedford-galley,  of  32, 
in  1696  ;  the  America,  of  40,  in  1749;  the 
Raleigh,  of  32,  in  1776  ;  the  Ranger,  of  18, 
in  1777  ;  and  a  lliip  of  74  guns,  called  the 
America,  was  launched  the  5  th  of  November, 
1782,  and  prefented  to  the  King  of  France,  by 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States. 

Three  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour lie  the  ifles  of  Shoals,  which  are  feven  in 
numxber.  On  Star-ifland,  the  town  of  Gofport 
is  built,  which  belongs  to  New-Hampfhire. 
The  dividing  line  runs  between  that  and  the 
next  iHand  to  the  northward,  which  belongs 
to  Maffachufetts.  Here  is  a  good  road,  with 
moorings  ;  and  an  artificial  dock  has  been  con- 
fl:ru(ft:ed  with  great  labour  and  expcnfe,  by 
Mr.  Haley,  for  fifhing  veffels.  Ships  fome- 
times  take  fhelter  here  in  bad  weather,  byt  it 
is  not  then  fafe  for  thofe  of  large  bulk.  Thefe 
iflands,  being  of  folid  rock,  with  but  little 
earth,  are  incapable  of  any  improvement  by 
tillage,  though  they  afford  fome  pafturage  and 
gardens.  The  inhabitants  have  formerly  car- 
ried on  the  cod  filliery  to  great  advantage  ; 
but  it  has  been  for  fome  years  declining.  Salt- 
works have  been  ereded  on  one  of  the  iflands, 
which  have  yielded  fait  of  a  fuperior  quality, 
excellently  adapted  to  the  curing  of  fifh. 

The 
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The  Pafcataqua  is  the  only  large  river  vvhofe 
whole  courfe  is  in  Ncw-Hampihirc.  Its  head 
is  a  pond  in  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  town  of 
Wakelield,  and  its  general  courfe  thence,  to  the 
fea,  is  S.S.E.  about  40  miles.  It  divides  Ncw- 
Hampfliire  from  York  county,  in  Mafliichu- 
fctts,  and  is  called  Salmon-fail  river,  from  its 
head,  to  the  lower  falls  at  Berwick  ;  where  it 
affumes  the  name  of  Newichawannock,  which 
it  bears  till  it  meets  with  Cochecho  river,  which 
comes  from  Dover,  when  both  run  together 
in  one  channel,  to  Hilton^s  point,  where  the 
weftern  branch  meets  it.  From  thisjundlion 
to  the  fea,  the  river  is  fo  rapid  that  it  never 
freezes  ;  the  dilhuicc  is  fcven  miles,  and  the 
courfe  generally  from  S.  to  S.  E.  The  weft- 
ern  branch  is  formed  by  Swamfcot  river 
which  comes  from  Exeter,  Winnicot  river 
which  comes  through  Greenland,  and  Lam- 
prey river  uhich  divides  Newmarket  from 
Durham  ;  thefe  empty  into  a  bay,  four  miles 
wide,  called  the  Great  Bay.  The  water  in  its 
further  progrefs  is  contracted  into  a  lefl'er  bay, 
and  then  it  receives  Oyfler  river,  which  runs 
through  Durham,  and  Back-river,  which  comes 
from  Dover,  and  at  length  meets  with  the 
main  ftream  at  Hilton's  point.  The  tide  rifes 
into  all  thefe  bays  and  branches,  as  far  as  the 
lower  falls  in  each  river,  and  forms  a  moft 
rapid  current,  efpecially  at  tlie  feafon  of  the 
O  frefhets. 
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frefliets,  when  the  ebb  continues  about  two 
hours  longer  than  the  flood  ;  and  were  it  not 
for  the  numerous  eddies,  formed  by  the  in- 
dentings  of  the  Ihore,  the  ferries  would  then 
be  impalTable. 

At  the  lower  falls  in  the  feveral  branches  of 
the  river,  are  landing  places,  whence  lumber 
and  other  country  produce  is  tranfported,  and 
velTels  or  boats  from  below  difcharge  their  lad- 
ing :  So  that  in  each  river  there  is  a  convenient 
trading  place,  not  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen 
miles  dillant  from  Portfmouth,  with  which 
there  is  conftant  communication  by  every  tide. 
Thus  the  river,  from  its  form,  and  the  fitua- 
tion  of  its  branches,  is  extremely  favorable  to 
the  purpofes  of  navigation  and  commerce. 

At  Dover  is  an  high  neck  of  land  between 
the  main  branch  of  Pafcataqua  and  Back  river, 
about  two  miles  long,  and  half  a  mile  wide, 
rifing  gently  along  a  fine  road,  and  declining 
on  each  fide  like  a  fliip's  deck.  It  commands  an 
extenlive  and  variegated  profped:  of  the  rivers, 
bays,  adjacent  Ihores,  and  diftant  mountains. 
It  has  often  been  admired  by  travellers  as  an 
elegant  fituation  for  a  city,  and  by  military 
gentlemen  for  a  fortrefs.  The  firft  fettlers 
pitched  here,  but  the  trade  has  long  fincc  been 
removed  to  Cochecho-falls,  about  four  miles 
farther  up  ;  and  this  beautiful  fpot  is  almoft 
dclerted  of  inhnbitants. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XIII. 

Trade y  Navigation^  FiJJ:cry  and  Manufaclurcs, 

THE  firft  fpecies  of  traffic  which  was 
known  in  this  country  was  the  fur  trade, 
with  the  Indians;  the  next  objed:  was  fifli; 
and  the  third  was  himber. 

Formerly  the  banks  of  the  river  Pafcataqua 
were  covered  with  fine  timber,  which  was  cut 
or  fpht  into  any  form»  and  eafily  conveyed  on 
board  Ihips.  The  firil:  fcttlcrs  ercded  faw- 
mills,  on  the  branches  of  the  river  ;  and  a  great 
trade  in  himber  was  driven,  for  many  years. 
When  the  neighbouring  lands  were  cleared  of 
the  firfl:  growth,  it  was  fuppofcdthat  the  lum- 
ber trade  would  decline  ;  but  it  was,  and  is 
flill  kept  up  by  many  of  the  people,  and  is 
drawn  from  the  diftance  of  thirty  or  forty  miles, 
to  the  heads  of  the  tide,  in  the  branches  of  the 
river.  It  is  then  conveyed  in  rafts,  or  on 
board  large  gondolas,  to  the  ffiips,  in  different 
parts  of  the  river,  or  to  the  wharves  at  Portf- 
mouth. 

The  maft  trade  was  formerly  confined  to 

England  ;    all  white  pine  trees  of  certain  di- 

menfions  being  deemed  the  King's  property. 

The  contraftors  and  agents   made  large   for- 

O  2  tunes 
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tunes  by  this  traffic  ;  but  the  labourers  who 
fpent  their  time  in  the  woods,  and  were  fup- 
phed  with  provifion  and  clothing  for  them- 
felves  and  their  families,  anticipated  their  earn- 
ings, and  were  generally  kept  in  a  ftate  of 
poverty  and  dcpendance. 

Ship  building  has  always  been  a  coniidera- 
ble  branch  ot  bulinefs.  European  traders  of- 
ten came  hither  to  build  fhips,  which  they 
could  do  much  cheaper  than  at  home,  by  the 
profit  made  on  the  goods,  which  they  brought 
with  them.  Our  own  merchants  alfo  built 
fhips  of  two  and  three  hundred  tons  ;  which 
were  employed  in  voyages,  to  the  Britifli  fugar 
iflands,  with  a  lading  of  lumber,  filh,  oil  and 
live  {lock.  The  cargo  was  fold,  and  the 
produce  of  the  ifland  was  fent  hither  in  fmaller 
vefTels,  for  home  confumption  ;  whilft  the 
Ihips  took  a  lading  of  fugars  for  England^ 
where  they  were  fold  ;  and  with  the  freight  a 
r-emittance  (often  unprofitable)  was  made  to 
the  merchants  of  England,  for  goods  import- 
ed on  credit  the  preceding  year.  Other  vef- 
fels  laden  with  timber  and  fpars  proceeded  di- 
reAly  for  the  Britifh  ports,  and  were  fold  with 
their  cargoes,  for  the  fame  purpofe.  The 
coafting  trade  at  the  Southward,  was  an  ex- 
change of  Well-India  commodities  for  corn, 
rice,  liour,  pork,  and  naval  ftorcs  ;  a  part  of 
which  being  re-exported  to  Newfoundland 
ad-id  Nova-Scotia,  produced  bill-s  on  England 
'  fo? 
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for  remittance.  This  was  the  common  rou- 
tine of  trade,  before  the  late  revolution  ;  by 
which  the  profit  of  our  labour  centered  with 
the  merchants  of  England. 

The  foreign  trade,  as  diflinguillied  from  na- 
tional, was  very  inconiiderable.  Two  or 
three  vcflels  in  a  year  would  go  to  the  free  ports 
of  the  French  and  Dutch  Weft-Indies  with 
cargoes  of  lumber,  fifli  oil  and  provifions, 
and  bring  home  moIalTes  to  be  diftilled  into 
rum,  in  the  on/y  diftil-houfe  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire.  One  velTel  in  a  year  w^ould  go  to  the 
Azores  or  the  Canaries  with  pipe  ftaves,  fifh, 
and  other  provilions,  and  return  with  a  cargo 
of  wine,  the  blance  of  which  was  paid  in  caih 
or  bills,  and  fometimes  a  Ihip  which  had  been 
to  England,  would  get  a  freight  to  Lifbon  or 
Cadiz,  and  return  with  lalt  and  fruit.  This 
was  the  fum  total  of  our  foreign  commerce.* 

Since 

*  Fort  of  Pafcataqua. 


Foreign  Entries  in  the 
following  years. 
1764  - 


Foreign  Clearances  in  the 
following  years. 


^7^6 
1766 

^768 
3769 
1770 

1771 
1772 

1773 


1  1:> 
115 

i'3 
1 1 2 
124 
128 
114 
104 
io3 

92 


764 

yse 

767 
768 
-69 

77° 
77^ 


^773 
9  months. 


150 

136 
170 
183 

142 

136 

-  88 


N.  B.  By  foreign  Entries  and  Clearances,  are  meant  all.  ck- 
ecpt  the  coafting  and  fifhing  vefTcls. 

From  Eleazcr  RuiTcll,  Efq.  Naval-Officer. 
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Since  the  revolution,  the  trade  to  the  Britifli 
Weft  Indies  has  ceafed  ;  hut  the  French  and 
Dutch  ports  in  that  quarter,  are  frequented  by 
our  lumber  veflels ;  though  the  reftridions 
laid  upon  certain  articles  of  their  produce,  ren- 
der the  voyages  thither  lefs  profitable. 

For  feveral  years  fucceeding  the  late  war, 
the  partial  imports  and  impolitic  reftridlions 
of  our  own  government,  prevented  foreign 
vefTels  from  loading  in  our  port,  and  a  want 
of  capital  or  of  enterprife  in  the  merchants  of 
Pafcataqua,  has  hitherto  kept  them  from  ex- 
ploring the  new  fources  of  commerce  which 
are  opened  to  America  by  her  independence, 
and  v^'hich  the  merchants  of  other  American 
ports  are  feeking  with  avidity.  Since  the  op^ 
eration  of  our  general  govermxcnt,  an  equal  fyf- 
tem  of  import  has  been  introduced  ;  and  trade 
is  regulated  fo  as  to  ferve  the  general  intereft 
of  the  union.  I'he  officers  of  the  cuftoms  are 
appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  the  revenue  arifing  from  trade  and 
navigation,  is  applied  to  national  purpofes. 

That  fuchan  alteration  was  wife  and  faluta- 
ry,  may  be  evident  from  confidering  the  fitu- 
ation  of  New-Hamplhire,  as  well  as  of  fome 
other  Stares  in  the  union. 

Nevv-Hampfliirc  is  feated  in  the  bofom  of 
MafTaciiufetts  with  a  narrow  ftrip  of  fea  coart, 
lind  one  only  port,  Her  inland  coun<:ry  ex- 
tends 
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tends  fo  widely  as  to  cover  a  great  part  of  the 
neighbouring  States,  and  render  a  commercial 
connexion  with  them  abfokitely  necellliry .  All 
the  towns  which  are  fituate  on  the  fouthern, 
and  many  of  thofe  on  the  weftern  borders  of 
New-Hampfhire,  find  it  more  convenient  to 
carry  their  produce  to  market,  eithcF  at  New- 
bury-port,  Salem,  Bofton  or  Hartford.  The 
towns  on  Saco  and  the  northern  parts  of  Con- 
necticut river  will  neceffarily  comnuuiicatc 
with  the  ports,  in  the  eaftern  divifion  of  Maf- 
fachufetts.  The  lumber  which  is  cut  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  Merrimack,  ii  rafted  down 
that  river,  and  is  exported  from  Newbu- 
ry-port  ;  whilll  that  which  is  cut  on  Con- 
nedlicut  river  is  carried  down  to  Hartford. 
The  greater  part  of  New-Hampfhire  is  by  na- 
ture cut  off  from  any  commercial  intercourfe 
with  the  only  port  in  the  State.  Lumber  be- 
ing a  bulky  article,  muff  be  tranfported  to  the 
moff  convenient  landing.  Waggons  or  flcys 
carrying  pot  and  pearl  allies,  pork,  beef,  but- 
ter, checfe,flax  and  other  lefs  bulky  commodi- 
ties, and  droves  of  Cattle,  fheep  and  fwine, 
will  always  be  conveyed  to  thofe  places  v/hcre 
the  vender  can  find  the  moil  advantageous 
market. 

For  thcfe  reafons  it  never  was  in  the  power 
of  the  government  of  New-Hampfliire,  either 
before   or   fince  the  revolution,    to  reap  the 

proper 
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proper  advantage,  or  even  afcertain  the  value 
of  its  own  produi^iions.  When  the  late 
Governor  Wentvvorth  was  called  upon  by  the 
Britifli  Miniftry  for  an  account  of  the  '  Trade, 
*  nett  produce  and  ftaple  commodities/  of  the 
then  Province,  he  was  obliged  to  make  an  ex- 
ception of  the  articles  '  carried  out  by  land,  it 
'  being  impradicable  to  afcertain  their  value.* 
The  fame  inconvenience  was  experienced  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  our  late  partial  im- 
ports ;  and  there  could  be  no  proper  remedy 
tor  it,  but  the  union  of  the  States  under  one 
general  government,  with  refpedl  to  trade  and 
revenue. 

To  attempt  a  particular  detail  of  the  numr 
ber  and  value  of  articles  of  commerce  produc- 
ed in  New-Hamplhire,  and  exported  from  the 
various  ports  of  MalTachiifetts  and  Conncdti- 
cut,  is  impradticable.  To  confine  the  detail  to 
the  port  of  Pafcataqua  alone,  gives  but  an  im- 
perfedl  idea  of  the  produce  of  the  whole 
State  ;  beiides,  a  part  of  what  is  ex- 
ported ihence  is  produced  in  the  adjoining 
county  of  York,  which  belongs  to  Maflachu- 
fctts.  Such  accounts,  however,  as  have  been 
obtained  from  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  from 
the  merchants  of  Portfmouth,  are  exhibited 
at  the  end  of  this  chapter. 

The  fiaple  commodities  of  Ncw-Hamp- 
rhire  may  be  reduced  to  the  folloAving  articles, 

viz. 
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viz.  fhips,  lumber,   proviiions,   fiili,  horfes, 
pot  and  pearl  allies,  and  flax-feed. 

Ships  are  built  in  all  the  towns  contiguous  to 
the  river  Pafcataqua,  and  its  brandies.  They 
are  generally  fct  up  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
but  Ibmetimes  veflels  of  an  hundred  tuns  and 
upwards,  have  been  built  at  the  diftance  of 
one  or  two  miles  from  the  water,  and  drawn 
on  ftrong  fledges  of  timber,  on  the  fnow,  by- 
teams  of  two  hundred  oxen,  and  placed  on  the 
ice  of  the  rivers  fo  as  to  float  in  the  fpring. 
They  have  alfo  been  built  at  the  difl:ance  of 
feven  or  eight  miles  ;  then  taken  to  pieces, 
and  conveyed  in  common  team  loads  to  the 
fea.  Filhins:  fchooners  and  whale-boats  are 
often  built  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  miles 
from  the  water. 

There  are  no  workmen  more  capable  of 
conftrud:ing  good  fliips,  than  the  carpenters  of 
New-Hampfliire.  But  the  goodnefs  of  a 
ihip  ever  did  and  will  depend  on  the  quality 
ot  the  materials,  the  nature  and  promptitude 
of  the  pay,  and  the  conflant  attention  of  the 
pcrfon  whofe  intereil  it  is  that  the  fliip  fhould 
be  good. 

The  number  of  Ihips  built  in  the  river  in 
1790,  v/as  eight.  In  1J91,  twenty.  The 
price  of  building  is  generally  from  eleven  to 
Iwelve  dollars  per  tun  for  the  carpenters  work, 

and 
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and  lefs    than    one  third   more   for  iron  and 
other  work. 

The  number  of  lliips  and  other  vefTels  be- 
longing to  the  port  of  Pafcataqua  in  1 79 1 ,  is 
as  follows  : 

Above   100    tuns,      33 
Under  100    tuns,     50 


S3 

The  white  pine  of  the  forcft  is  the  ftrongeft 
and  moil  durable  timber  which  America  af- 
fords for  mafts.  It  is  often  advanced  by  Eu- 
ropeans, that  the  pines  of  Norway  exceed  thofe 
of  America  in  ftrength.  This  is  acknowledg- 
ed to  be  true  whilft  the  Norway  wood  retains 
its  natural  juices  ;  but  thefe  being  foon  ex- 
haufted  by  the  heat  and  drynefs  of  the  air, 
leave  the  wood  lefs  firm,  and  a  decay  commenc- 
es much  fooner  than  in  the  white  pine  of  Amer- 
ica. The  Norway  pine  begins  to  decay  in  five 
or  fix  years  j  but  the  American,  with  proper 
care  to  defend  the  maft  head  from  moifture, 
will  laft  unimpaired  for  twenty  years. 

The  Britifli  navy  for  eighty  years  before  the 
late  war,  received  its  malls  w  holly  from  Amer- 
ica ;  which  is  a  proof  that  our  pines  are  pref- 
erable to  thofe  of  Norway.  Several  of  the 
French  iliips  of  war  which  were  much  dama- 
ged, in  the  naval  engagement  of  1782,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  came  hither  for  new  mafts ;  and 

have 
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have  had  fufficicnt  opportunity  to  try  the 
ftrength  of  our  wood.  When  proper  pcrfons 
are  employed,  and  liifficient  time  is  given  to 
provide  fuitablc  materials,  the  foreit  of  Amer- 
ica can  fupply  any  demands  which  may  be 
jTiade  of  timber,  cither  for  building,  for  naval 
ftores  or  cabinet  work.  But  a  cargo  prepared 
in  an  injudicious,  hafty  or  fraudulent  man- 
ner, may  give  a  bad  name  to  the  American 
timber  in  foreign  markets  ;  and  prejudice 
whole  nations  againft  us. 

Contracts  for  timber  fliould  always  be  made 
fo  as  to  give  time  to  look  for  the  requifite  flicks, 
and  cut  them  in  the  proper  feafon  of  the  year. 
If  the  trees  were  girdled  and  left  to  die  ftand- 
ing,  the  timber  would  be  much  fuperior  to  any 
which  is  cut  whilfl  alive.  Trees  cut  in  the 
lap  fhould  be  ftripped  of  their  bark  as  foon  as 
pofliblcj  or  they  will  be  damaged  by  the 
w^orm.  But  after  all  the  care  and  attention 
which  can  be  beftowed  on  them,  many  trees 
which  are  intended  for  ma-fts  on  the  flricft  ex- 
amination which  they  muft  pafs,  prove  unfit 
for  fervice,  and  fometimes  tlie  labour  of  a 
whole  feafon  is  loft. 

It  is  therefore  accounted  more  profitable  to 
get  the  fmaller  fpecies  of  lumber,  and  efpecial- 
Iv  thofe  which  do  not  interfere  with  hufband- 
ry  ;  which,  after  all,  is  muchpreferable  to  the 
lumber  buflncfs,  both  in  point  of  gain,  content- 
ment and  p'lorals. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  is  more  convincing  than  facft  and 
experiment.  During  the  late  war  the  trade  in 
lumber  was  fuipended,  and  the  people  were 
chiiged  to  attend  to  hufbandry.  They  were 
then  able  to  export  large  quantities  of  corn, 
though  for  feverai  years  beiore  the  war,  it  was 
imported  for  necelTary  confumption.  The 
following  ftatemcnt  obtained  from  the  naval 
office  will  place  this  matter  in  its  jufi:  view. 

Corn  imported  into  the  Corn  exported  from  the 

river  Pafcataqua.  river  Pafcataq^ua. 

Bujlids.  BuJJids. 

-  /  '5 6498  1776  2510 

■ifyj    4097        1777  I915 

16587        1778  5306 


r77'-2 4096     1779 3097 

■ 1780 671 1 

4)31278  1781  5587 

Average  1  rs      j  

p.  ann.  J         /   ^9^  6)25126 

Average  per  ann.         A-'^^S] 


To  the  above  account  of  exports  the  follow- 
ing note  is  added  by  the  naval  officer.      *  It  is 

*  likely  near  l->a/f3.s  much  has  been  fmuggled 

*  out  of  the  State  and  not  accounted  for.*  It 
mufi:  alio  be  remembered  that  great  quantities 
were  carried  out  by  land  into  the  eaftern  coun- 
tries of  Maliachufetts.     If  thefe  be  added  to 

the 

*  The  fmuggled  coitIj  during  the  war,  ^vent  chiefly  to  Nova- 
Scotia  ;  the  country,  which  by  Lord  Sheffield's  calculatioHj 
was  to  fupply  the  Wefl  Indies  with  provifions  ! 
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(he  lift  of  exports,  the  average  will  coine  very- 
little  fhort  of  the  average  of  corn  imported 
before  the  war ;  and  thus  it  is  dcmonllrable 
that  even  thofe  towns  adjoining  the  river, 
in  \vhich  lumbering  was  formerly  the  chief 
employment,  and  into  which  much  corn  was 
imported,  are  fully  capable  of  raifing,  not  only 
a  fufficiency  of  provifions  for  their  own  fup-* 
port,  but  a  furplus  for  exportation,  equal  to 
what  they  formerly  imported,  and  paid  for,  in 
the  hard,  dangerous  and  unprofitable  labour 
which  always  attends  the  getting  of  lumber. 

At  the  clofe  ot  the  war  the  high  price  of 
lumber  induced  many  people  to  refume  tlieir 
old  employments  ;  but  there  has  been  fo 
much  huduation  in  the  demand  for  that  arti- 
cle of  late,  that  no  dependance  can  be  placed  on 
it,  and  for  this  rcafon  as  v/ell  as  others,  huf- 
bandry  is  daily  growing  more  into  ufe.  A 
careful  infped;ion  of  provifions  faked  for  ex- 
portation, would  tend  to  eilablifli  the  char- 
acter of  them  in  foreign  ports,  ajid  greatly  en- 
courage the  labours  of  the  hulbandman. 

The  cod  filhery  is  carried  on  either  by  boats  or 
fchooners.  The  boats,  in  the  w^inter  feafon,  go 
out  in  the  morning  and  return  at  night,  in  the 
fpring  and  fummer  they  do  not  return  till  they 
are  filled.  The  Schooners  make  three  trips  ta 
the  Banks  in  a  feafon.  The  firft,  or  fpring  fare, 
produces  large  thick  fifi,   which  after  being. 

properly 
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properly  falted  and  dried,  is  kept  alternately 
above  and  under  ground,  till  it  becomes  fo 
mellow  as  to  be  denominated  di/mb  fJJ?.  This 
lilh,  when  boiled,  is  red,  and  is  eaten  generally 
on  Saturdays,  at  the  beil  tables  in  New-Eng- 
land. 

The  fifh  of  the  fummer  and  fall  fares  is  di- 
vided into  two  fort 5,  the  one  called  merchanta- 
ble, and  the  other  Jamaica  fifh.  Thefe  forts 
are  white,  thin,  and  lefs  firm.  The  Jamaica  fifli 
is  the  fmalleft,  thinneft,  and  moft  broken. 
The  former  is  exported  to  Europe,  the  latter 
to  the  Weft  India  Iflands. 

The  places  where  the  cod  fifhery  is  chiefly 
attended  to  are  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  Newcaftle, 
Rye  and  Hampton  ;  but  all  the  towns  ad- 
joining the  river  are  more  or  lefs  concerned 
in  it.  The  boats  employed  in  this  fifliery 
are  of  that  light  and  fwift  kind  called  whale- 
boats.  They  are  rowed  either  with  two  or 
four  oars,  and  fteered  w^ith  another  j  and  be- 
ing equally  fliarp  at  each  end,  move  with  the 
utmoft  celerity  on  the  furface  of  the  ocean. 

Schooners  are  generally  from  twenty  to  fifty 
tuns,  and  carry  fix  or  feven  men,  and  one  or 
two  boys.  When  they  make  a  tolerable  fare, 
they  bring  home  five  or  fix  hundred  quintals 
of  fifh,  fplit,  falted,  and  flowed  in  bulk.  At 
their  arrival,  the  fifh  is  rinfed  in  fait  water, 
and  fpread  on  hurdles,  compofed  of  brufh,  and 

raifed 
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raifed  on  ftakcs,  about  three  or  four  feet  from 
the  ground  ;  thefc  are  called  flakes.  Here 
thi!  fifh  is  dried  in  clear  weather,  and  in  foul 
weather  it  is  put  under  cover.  It  ought  never 
to  be  wet,  from  the  time  that  it  is  firll  fpread, 
till  it  is  boiled  for  the  table. 

Befides  the  flelhy  parts  of  the  cod,  its  liver 
is  preferved  in  calks,  and  boiled  down, to  oyl, 
which  is  ufed  by  curriers  of  leather.  The 
tongues  and  founds  are  pickled  in  fmall  kegs, 
and  make  a  luxurious,  vifcid  food.  The 
heads  are  fat  and  juicy  ;  but  moll  of  thofe 
which  are  caught  at  fea  are  thrown  away.  Of 
thofc  which  are  caught  near  home,  the  greater 
part  become  the  food  of  fwine. 

The  hlhery  has  not  of  late  years  been 
profecuted  with  the  fame  fpirit  as  formerly. 
Fifty  or  fixty  years  ago,  the  fliores  of  the 
rivers,  creeks  and  iflands  were  covered  with 
filhi  flakes  ;  and  feven  or  eight  fliips  were 
loaded  annually  for  Spain  and  Portugal  ;  be- 
lides  what  was  carried  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
Afterward  they  found  it  mor£  convenient  ta 
make  the  fifli  at  Canfeau  ;  which  was  nearer 
to  the  banks.  It  was  continued  there  ta 
great  advantage  till  1 744,  when  it  was  broken 
up  by  the  French  war.  After  the  peace  it  re- 
vived, but  not  in  fo  great  a  degree  as  before. 
Fifh  was  frequently  cured  in  the  fummer  on 
the  eaftern   Ihores  and  iilands,   and  in   fpring 

and 
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and  fall,  at  home.  Previoufly  to  the  late  rev-» 
olution,  the  greater  part  of  remittances  to  Eu-. 
rope  was  made  by  the  iiflieries  ;  but  it  has 
not  yet  recovered  from  the  Ihock  which  it  re- 
ceived by  the  war  with  Britain . 

It  is,  however,  in  the  power  of  the  Ameri- 
cans to  make  more  advantage  of  the  cod  fifli- 
ery  than  any  of  the  European  nations.  We 
can  fit  out  vefTels  at  lefs  expenfe,  and  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  wefterly  winds,  which  prevail  on 
our  coafts,  in  February  and  March,  they  can 
go  to  the  banks  earlier  in  the  feafon,  than  the 
Europeans,  and  take  the  befl  fiili.  We  can 
dry  it  in  a  clearer  air,  than  the  foggy  fhores  of 
Newfoundland  and  Nova-Scotia.  We  can 
fupply  every  neceffary  from  among  ourfelves ; 
velTels,  fpars,  fails,  cordage,  anchors,  lines, 
hooks  and  proviiions.  Salt  can  be  imported 
from  abroad  cheaper  than  it  can  be  made  at 
home  ;  if  it  be  not  too  much  loaded  with  du- 
ties. Men  can  always  be  liad  to  go  on  Ihares, 
which  is  by  far  the  moft  profitable  method, 
both  to  the  employers  and  the  filliermen.  The 
fifhing  banks  arc  an  inexhau liable  fource  of 
wealth  ;  and  the  fifliing  bufincfs  is  a  mod 
excellent  nurfery  for  feamen.  It  therefore 
deferves  every  encouragement  and  indulgence' 
from  an  enlightened  national  legiflature. 

The  manufa(5ture  of  pot  and  pearl  afhes  af- 
fords a  valuable  article  of  exportation.     In 

the 
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the  ii€W  townfliips,  where  vail  quantities  of 
wood  are  burnt  on  the  land,  the  alhes  are  col- 
lected and  boiled,  and  the  falts.  are  conveyed 
to  certain  places ,  where  warks  are  erc(5ted, 
and  the  man u failure  is  pcrfc6i.ed.  This,  lika 
many  other  o(  our  articles  of  exportation,  has 
fuffered  much  in  its  reputation,  from  an  inju- 
dicious, or  fraudulent  furvey.  It  is  a  lefTon 
which  ought  to  be  Jeeply  engraven  on  the 
minds  of  Legiflators  as  well  as  Manufadurers 
and  Merchants,  that  honeily  at  home  is  the' 
only  foundation  for  credit  abroad. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  manufadture" 
fail  cloth  ;  and  the  proprietor  of  the  works, 
Thomas  Odiorne,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  has  received 
fome  fmall  encouragement  from  the  Legifla^ 
ture  of  the  State.  Such  a  bounty  as  is  allow- 
ed in  Mafl'achufctts  v/ould  give  a  fpring  to 
this  bufinefs,  and  encourage  the  ere<ftion  of 
otliK^r  works  of  the  fame  kind. 

The  manufa(fturcof  iron  both  in  forges  and 
furnaces  might  be  rendered  vafllv  more  prof- 
itable than  it  is  at  prefent.  This  neceffarv 
metal  inftead  of  being  imported  might  become 
an  article  of  exportation. 

Flax  feed  is  produced  in  large  quantities. 
Some  of  it  is  manufactured  into  oil ;  and  fome 
is  exported. 

'I'he  manufad^ure  of  Icv.therand  fiioes  is  not 

foextcnftve  as  to   produce  articles  of  exporta-- 

V  tion  t 
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tibn*'/ 'but  may  be  confidered  among  the  do- 
iVicitic  maniifa(flures. 

In  mbft  oi"  otir"  country  towns  confiderable 
quantities  of  tow-cloth  ate  made,  fome  of 
which  is"  exported  to  thef  fouthern  States,  to 
clothe  the  Negrots,  who  labour  on  the  plant- 
ations. " 

■  The"nifdnufad:ure  of  bricks  ^nd  potter's 
ware  may  be  extended  to  any  degree.  Several 
fpecies  of  clay  being  found  in  great  abundance, 
in  the  towns,  at  the' heads  of  the  fcveral  branches 
of  the  river  Pafcataqua  ;  in  places  which  lie' 
very  convenient  for  water  carriage.  Bricks 
might  be  carried  as  ballaft  in  every  vtffel 
which  goes  to  ports  where  they  are  faleable. 
In  this  article,  however,  as  well  as  manv 
others,  a  'regulation  is  needed ;  moft  of  the 
bricks  which  are  made  are  deficient  in  fize  ; 
and  much  of  the  clay  which  is  ufed  in  mak-- 
ing  them  ,is  not  fufficicntly  mellowed  by  the 
froft  of 'Wiiiter,  or  by  tlic  labour  of  the  arti-- 
fifcer,.    ■■■"■'' 

TABLE 
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TABLE  of  Exportation  from  the  port  of  Pafcataqua, 
i'lom  OSloher  i,  xjSq,  to  Oclohfr  1,1791, 

Articles  exported  To Europt.   IV.Iud.N.Sco^frica.     ToU 


1000      fetl  of  Pii'ie  Boards 

Do.        feet  of  oak  pldiik 

Do.        ftaves  and  hctiding 

Do.       clapboards 

r)o.       fhitnglcs 

Do.       hoops 

Feet  of  oir  rafters 

Tons  of  pine  timber 

Do.       oak  timber 

Frames  of  houfes 

?ine  m^Rs 

Spruce  fpars 

Shook  hog(hc;ids 

Waggons 

Pairs  of  cart  M'lic'h 

Sets  of  )okes  and  bows 

Boats 

HandfpikCS 

S|uintals  of  dr\'  Fiih 
arreis  of  pickled  fidi 
Do.       Whale  oil 
Do.       Tar 
Calks  of  flax  feed 
Barrels  of  beef 
Do.  poik 

Do.  ^  rice 

Bufhels  of  Indian' corn' 
Oxen  and"  cows 
Horfes 
Sheep 

GalloihJ  of  N.  E.  rurrr 
Do.  Madeira  '.vine 

Thoufaiicds'  of  bricks 
Tons  of  pot  alh 
Do.  pearl  afh 

Boxes  of  candles 


6247 

11622 

96 

69 

37^ 

■26 
1608 

»9 

2689- 

^  1 

" 

:  ;.  • 

47000 
«8i 

794 
95^ 

■JJ. 

! 
t 

2.5' 

26 

>•'<• 

4> 

4 

1^ 

2079 
2 

28 

. 

:  «i 

30 

2-50 

26,207 
SOI 

^ 

12c 

- 

t6i3 

60 

- 

V798 

■' 

^775' 

2 

0 

1 

2' 

89' 

2000 

■  677 

■33 

1 

207 

2 

261 

229 

84.5 

150 

»f4^ 

^  -4 

129 

.-.,■ 

85i 

"d^'i 

28 

18034 

404- 

86| 

479.50 

i74t 

27 1 

12 

2079 

.? 

J  4 

28' 

3° 
80 

-■6,457 
501 

130 

1798- 

^777 

,~2 

2391 

610 

2  CO 

«4,5 
129 

88i 
28 


Total  value  of  exportation  ")       ^o       j  ;/ 

for  two  years  /  "96-8;39  dollars  5 1  r., 
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TABLE   of  Importation  into  the  port  of  Pafcataqua, 
h'OinO^ole)- 1,  lySg^  to  Oclol'tr  i,  1791. 

Articles  imported  from  Europe.    IV.  Indies.  NovaScotta,  '     Total. 


Gallons  of  rum 
Ditto  gin 

Ditto  molaffes 

Ditto  wine  T 

from  Madeira    j 
Ditto  Porter  457 

lbs  of  unrefined  fugar 
Ditto     loaf  fugar 
Ditto     coffee 
Ditto     cotton 
'Ditto     cocoa 
Ditto     cheefe  3056 

Ditto     tea  2696 

Ditto     twine  2204 

Ditto     nails  16890 

Hundreds  of  cordage  17,1,7 
Ditto  kemp    940- - 

Bufliels  of  fait  {part) 

Ditto  fea  coal        3131 

lbs  of  fteelunwrouyht  16527 
Ditto  barandfheetlfead  4336 
Grindftones 


138,911 

22  — 
270,785 

546,648 

68,633 

77 

^7.944 

86 

ipiirt) 

(iifixv  not 
afcitaincdj 

^3^.91^. 

2'2-^ 

27O.78J. 


4784 

546,648- 

77 
68,633. 

*7.564 

27.944 
1050 

2'^82 

2204 

16890 

^7^^>7 
9.40  -  - 

9^.336 

313* 
16527 

4336- 


K.  B.  "  What  comes  coa^l  vv^ii)s  from  any  of  the  ]LJ"nite«t 
States  cannot  be  afcertained  ;  as  no  regular  entries  arc  madie 
where  only  the  produce  of  the  United  States  is  onh«ard> 
except  accompanied  with  more  than  nvo  hundred  dollars 
value  of  foreign  articles.  The-  value  of  imporlrd  articles  ia- 
generally  governed  by  the  Bofton  market." 
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PRICES    CURRENT  at  Pafcataqua,  A.  D.  1791. 


Pine  Mafts      Spnict-  and  Pine  Yards 
hewn             hew)i  in  8  fquare. 

Pine  Bowfprits  hewn 
in  8  Iquarc. 

inches  price 
36     /147 

inches   price            1 

inches  price, 
38         ^-64 

p4 

/34 

35          117 

23 

27 

37            J6 

34           96 

u 

22 

23 

36             48 

33          75 

'r 

21 

20 

a5             41 

32          60 

:< 

20 

i6' 

34             42 

31           47 

•p-i 

'2 

12 

33             32 

30          3« 

1^ 

9- to 

32             31 

29           30 

17 

8 
6' 

3»             27 

a"8          fi5 

L16 

30             21 

27                CO 

r^i 

1-10 

29             16 

26           17 

H 

1-  8 

2H              9 

«5           H  , 

IJ 

13 

1-  6 

27              7 

24           12 

12 

i-  4 

26               6 

23             lO 

1 1 

1-  2 

25 

22             9 

OQ 

JO 

1- 

and  ail  Mow  - 

2X               "8 

^  9 

-18 

aty per  inch. 

2i>  .         6 

tf7zi  allh-cloxv  20  (7/!  ^f per  i»<h 

Timber. 
{Quality,  dimen/ions  andprice.  ' 

Oak  from  15  to  50  feet  in 
length  and  from  jo  to  ao 
inciies  fquare,  each  forty 
cubic  feet 


["vvlilte 
Oak-i^  red 

thlack 
Maple 
Beech 
Black  birch 
V/hitc  pine 


•zofio  24/ 
12/ 

i6/to  18/": 
20/' 
16/- 

16/ to  18/ 

i:if{Q  13  , 


Oakfhip  timbenncaf-1  tfpr 

ur'd  at  end  of  t^ae  arm.  jituh 

Afh  timber  per  cord  24/ 

Lath  wood  per  cord         z^f 

BoARDS,PLANKfl;/?</Joif5T 

Each  fuperficial  fquare  foot, 
one  inch  in  thickncfs    is 
cjllcd  a  foot. 
Pine  per  1000  teet  o^Sfto  ^2f 
Hemlock  generally       iflefs 
N,  B.    The  price  of  thefe  ar- 
ticles is  frequently  varying. 
Oak  plank  per  ton  £  8 


OlIlci- 
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P  R  I  C  E  S     C  U  R  R  E  N  T    Contiwe.d. 


Other  fpecies  of   Lu  Nf  bi-.r  . 
Oiialily,  a  till  price. 

Cjapboards  per  thuufand  48/ 
Sijingles  ditj.o  lof 

Hoops  ditto  /'  4 

White   oak   pipe  ftaves 

per  thoufand  £  30 

Ditto  hogfhead  ditto     £   4 
Ditto  b;,rr,el  ditto  £    2 

lied  oak  hogfhead  4itto  £    2 
Ditto  barre4  ditto     £  \    10/ 
Anchor-flocks  per  inch  at 

diameter  of  the  nut 
Handfpikes  in  thp  rough 

Shook  hhds 


r  white  oak 
J_  red  ditto 
Spruce  fpars  per  inch 
Oar  rafters  per  loco  ft.   £  ^ 


4d 


Articles  ^x\A price. 

yn-  r  March.    .  !    18/ 

rilh  per  J   T                 '        v 

„   -^ ^  X  <     amaicaiatoi4/ 

quintal  l  ^     ,          ''•     "v 

^    •  (^Scaje          -    10/ 

Pork  per  barrel  /^  3  12/* 

Beef  ditto 

Cori)  per  buihpj 

Rye  ditto 


/   ? 


Barley  ditto 

Flax  feed  ^ittQ 

Oxen,  each 

Cows 

Horfes 

Sheep 

Bricks  per  thoufand 

Cyder  per  barrel 


3/9  4/ 

/  4   »o/ 

/a  8 

/"6  to  30 

6/to  gf 

«o/ 

5/ 


Seamen's   wages  per 

month  7  dollars 

Chartering  of  vefTels  per 
ton,  p^r  month       1  dollar 


TABLE 
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T  A  B  L  L  of  ENTRIES   at  riic  port  of  Pafcataqu» 
fioni  Odober  i,  \j%^,  toO/Icbcr  i,  1791. 


France 

Trench  We/l  ladles 

St.  Peter's  &  Micjuclon 

England 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Brltifh  Weft  Indies 

Nova  Scotia 

Portugal 

Portuguefe  Iflands 

Holland  &Planfatiom 

Denmark  and  Iflands 

Africa 

Coafting  &  cod  finiery 

Total 


■I 

V) 

,   t^ 

5J 

v; 

ZJ 

\(A 

C 

7" 

> 

y. 

:i 

c 

^ 

C 

■j^ 

-3 
if 

0 

av 

li 

■■^ 

■  II 

'  T' 

0 

0 

v: 

S3 

VD 

:/: 

H 

1 

3 

4 

VI 

42 

13 
3 

.5 

72 
3 

12 

^5 
4 

4 

1 

4 

6 

0 

2 

1 

1 

10 

1 

M 

»5 

1 

1 

.  ,1 

1 

3 

1 

^5 

9 

1 

25 

1 

1 

1 

2 

40 

10 

50 

34 

«7 

84 

xl 
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American 
tonnage 

1 

0 

°  u, 

cq 

•73  = 

0  0 

j     732 

264 

732 
9666 

1    192 
1  4119 

;    4fM 

j     «39 

34 

570 

226 

4689 

464 

839 

1 

2005 

200J 
856 

293 

^3 

34 » 
!   2996 

34' 
2996 

io<5 

'5,5 

1166 

1166 

1 
207191 

298 

343' 

24448 

T  A  B  L  1; 
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T  A  ;B  :L  £  <rt  CLEAR  A-N€£S  at  the  port  of  Pafcataqua, 
horn  Oc[ohc:r  i,   1789,  to  (?c7o^<'r  1,  1791. 


*  ranee 

-French  W'efl;  ladies 

.St.Peter's&jyUquelon 

England 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Britiih  Weil  Indies 

Nova  Scotia 

Portugal 

Portugncfc  Iflands 

J  lollandScPlantations 

Denmark  &  Iflands 

Africa 

Coa-fl  iiig  ^  cod  fi{hei  y 


^3 


70 

4 
3 
3 


CO 


39 

8 


1     1 
I  40 

iC-jlOj 


j_2 

' 

/ 

0 

0 

-c 

ti 

V3 

> 

u    ^0 

-3 

he 

cu 

0 

— ;    ro 

0 

X 

oj    ::: 

'w 

Zt 

2  c 

_o 

c 

£   5 

3 

•r" 

Q 

°  5 

00 

H 

<  ^ 

cii 

cq 

cx, 

H  2 

10 

i3<^ 

16616  264 

16880 

1 

S' 

428 

34 

462 

42 

6725 

441 

7166 

^ 

616 

61$ 

-^ 

666 

666 

1 

16 

»2; 

3»34 
502 

313^ 
508 

1 

I        • 

162 

162 

0 
J 

233 
110 

' 

23^ 
110 

10 

5'. 

1  1166 

. 

116^ 

2  2  n ~~ 

; 

298 

4^77 

162 

31097 

I  A  B  L  p 
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TABLE  of  the  V  A  LU  E  of  S  I  L  V  E R  in  the  cur- 
rency of  Newhaniplhire,  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century 

Silver  per  o: 


years,  v.aiue. 


Stiver p 


froz. 


1 7 1.0 


1721 


1-J22- 


17^7 


ytars.  value. 


1732 


'733^ 


^ra-i' 


27 


^739' 


i74< 


/28  6 


I  K 


1  X  B  I. 


1'2£ 
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TABi.F.  of  tl)e  VALUE  of  SILVER  continved. 
Scale  ol  depreciation  oi  one  hundred  dollars. 


_years.  mcn.cqu.til to.^y ear s .  mon.equalto 


f777< 


120 


Jan.  100 
Feb.  1C4 
March  ic6 
Apiil  no 
Mav  114 
June 
Julv 
Aug. 
Sept. 

oa. 

Nov. 
Dec. 


Aug, 
Sept. 
Oct. 


150 
17.5 

300 


Jan.  742 
]peb.  868 
March  100c 
April  1104 
May  1215 
June    1342 

M77 

1163c 

1,800 
2030 
2308 
2393 


Nm-. 
v.Dcc. 


m^< 


Feb.  350 
March37^ 
April  400 
May  400 
June    40P 

J"b'  425 
Aug.    450 

'*^tpt,  475 

oa.    500 

^^^^v.   545 

^Dec.     634 


Jan.  2934 
Feb.  3322 
March3736 
April  4000 
May  4800 
o  )  June  5700 
July  6000 
Aug.  6300 
Sept.  6^00 
oa.  6700 
Nov.  7000 
Dec.    7300 


years,  mon.equalto 
^Jan.     7500 
Feb.     7500 

7«^^  April  7500 
May     7500 
(_ Jane  1 2000 


dol.  value. 


1781 

to 

1791 


} 


6/ 


In  American  na- 
tional currency, 
one  dollar  is  e- 
qual  to  100  cents. 


TABLK  of  the  \veight  and  value  of  GOLD  and  SILVER 
ellablilhed  by  law  1785. 


COINS 

^"^''"\\  Crown 
or  trench  J 

Spaniih  Dollar 

Englifh  Guinea 

French  ditto 

Johannes 

Half  ditto 

Moidorc 

Doubloon 

^iftolc 


weight,  value.  |  £  ^  ^ 

dwt.gr. £  s   ^  Gold  per  ounce     568 


6  8 


[Silver  per  ounce 
.6 
^6-18  r  3far- 

.5  6-1      74  Cop- J  things 
i8       -4  16      per     J  ofEng- 


6  8 


9-38 

6  18-1    16 

16  12-4     8 

4     3-1     2 


lilhcoin 


Statement 
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^Statement  of  the  FISHERY  at  Pafcataqua  and  its 
nciffhbourhoud. 


Schooners  27^          ,       ^       .u    /^   j 

„  '       employed  in  the  Ccd 

Boats  20          y^.  ^  ,    ,.f. 

v^-,  c       Vand  bcale  rilhcrv  an- 

o  ^  ^  nually. 

Seamen  250  J  ^ 

The  Schooners,  3pats,  and  Seamen  belonging  to  the 

Ifles  of  Shoib  arc   not   included   in  the  above 

eftimation. 


"'  Produ6t  of  the    Fiflicry  in  the  year  1791. 

{Merchantable  fifh  5170 

Jamaica     ditto  14217 

Scale     ditto  6463 


total,  25850 


•The  fifh  made  at  the  iflcs  of  Shoals  are  included 

in  this    llatement. 
The  fuccefs  of  the  fifhery  in  this  feafon  has  been 

uncommonly  good. 


Eftimatc  of  Seamen  belonging  to  New-Hampfhiiie 
in   1791. 
In  foreign  trade  500 

Cpafling      ditto  50 

Fifhcry  250 

K.  B.  Some  of  the  Seame*  who  in  fummcr  arc 
^mploycdin  the  fifhery,  are  in  the  winter  employ- 
ed in   thp  coafting  bufinefs,  or  in  foreigrn  voyages. 

C  H  A  P. 
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C     H    A    P.       XIV. 

Effect  of  the  Climate  and  other  caufes  on  the 
human  Conjlitution,    Remarks  on  Population. 
"Tables  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Cafualtces. 

IT  has  been  confidently  affertcd  by  Europe- 
an writers,  and  by  fome  of  great  reputa- 
-tion,  that  the  climates  of  America,  under 
iiraiiar  latitudes  to  thofe  of  Europe,  are  un- 
friendly to  health  and  longevity  ;  that  the 
general  period  of  human  life  is  from  f(jrty- 
iive  to  fifty  ;  and  thefe  pcrnicioiis  eflfedis  arc 
aicribed  to  putrid  -exhalations  from  ftagnant 
waters;  toafurface  uncleared,  uncultivated, 
and  loaded  with  rank  vegetation,  which  pre- 
vents it  from  feeling  the  purifying  influence  of 
the  fun.* 

If  fuch  remarks  were  intended  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  low  plains  in  the  fouthern  States, 
the  propriety  of  them  might  not  perhaps  be 
.difputed  ;  but  a  diftin^lion  ought  to  be  made 
i)etw€en  thofe  parts  of  America  and  others  in 
-far  different  circumftanccs.  If  authors  profefs 
fo  write  as  philofophcrs  they  fliould  feek  for 
information  from' the  pureft  fources,  and  not 

content 

*  R^britfun's  Iliftory  America,  Vol.  II.  p.  17. 
King's  thoughts  or.  Emigration  to  Aincriia,  Political  Maga-, 
zinc,  i7«3.   p.  ik\. 
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content  themfelvcs  with  theoriling  on  fub'- 
iedisy  which  c:m  be  determined  only  by  fad: 
and  obfervation  ;  or  with  forming  general 
conchifions  from  partial  reports.  If  they 
write  as  politicians,  their  aim  may  indeed  be 
anfwered  by  Hating  fads  in  a  delufive  light  ; 
and  by  reprefcnting  America  as  a  grave  to 
Europeans,  they  may  throw  d  ifcou  rage  men  t  on 
emigration  to  thi^  country.  It  is  at  the  fame 
time  amufinjr  fo  obferve  the  inconfirtent  con- 
clufions  of  thefe  theoriiing  philofbphcrs  ;  for 
whilll  one  condemns  the  air  ot  woodland  as 
definitive  to  life  and  health,  another  celebrates 
if  as  containing  nutritive  particles,  and  aflerts 
that  men  <vho  live  in  the  woods  confume  lefs 
food  than  thofe  who  dwell  in  open  countries.* 
But  notwithfhinding  the  dreams  of  European 
philofophers,  or  the  interefled  views  of  Euro- 
pean politicians,  America  can  bcft  be  dcfcribed 
by  thofe  who  have  for  a  long  time  redded  in  if. 
Thofe  who  have  not  feen  it  at  all,  and  thofe 
who  have  paffed  through  it  with  the  rapidity 
of  a  traveller,  can  be  very  inadequate  judges  ; 
yet  unhappily  there  are  many  of  both  thefe 
claffes  of  writers,  whofc  account:?  have  rained 
more  credit  than  they  deferve. 

In  that  part  of  America  which  it  falls  to  my 
fbt  to  defcribe,  an  *  uncleared  and  uncultivated 
*  foil  "^is  fo  far  from  being  an  objed  of  dread, 

that 

■       '^   Abbi  Raynal.     Hiftory  Indirs.  Vol.  III.  p.  ■?.-%. 
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that  there  are  no  people  more  vigorous  andro'-^' 
biift  thun   thole  who  labour  on'  new  plan  tar-- 
tions  ;  nor  in  fad:  have  any  people  better  appCh 
tkes  for  food.     This  is  true  not  oiily  of  thenjaH-) 
fives  of  the  country,  but  of  etnigrants  fr-oTf>; 
Europe.  It  has  beeiT  a  gcnieral  bbfervation  thut- 
the  firft  planters  in  new  tovynfllips  live  to:  3,]- 
great  age.     It  is  alfo   true  that, th^  airofovvfT 
foreft  i-s  remarkably  pure.-     The  tall  and  lux-^ 
uriant  growth  which  an  Eoropean  might  calh 
*  rank  vegetation,'  not  only  indicates  ftrengtlr, 
and  fertility  of  foil  ,-  but  cofKhices   to  abforb- 
noxious  vapours  ;  and  when  the  foil  is"  onpef 
cleared,  if  man  negled  his  duty,  nature,  with: 
her  bountiful  hand,  produces  a  fecond  growth- 
of  *  rank  vegetation,'  for  the  fame  benevolent' 
purpofe.     A  profufion   of  effl-ivvia  from-  the 
refmous  trees   imparts  to'  the  air  a  balfamjq- 
quality  which    is    extremely    favourable     to' 
health,  and  the  numerous   ftreams  of  limpid 
water,  fome  of  which  fall  with  great  rapidity 
from  the  mountains,  caufe  cirrrents  of  freflv 
air  which  is  in  the  highell  degree  falubrious^. 
to  thofe  who  refide  on  their  banks.     To  thefe 
obfervations  it  may  be  added,   that  the  north-^ 
weft   wind   is  the  grand  corredtor   of  ey^rji 
noxious  quality  which  caii  exift  in  the  ,airtof 
America;    and  whiift  that  wind  prevails,  .;i"fr 
diffufes  health   and  imparts  vigour  to  the  hu- 
main   frame. 

Tkei?e 
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There  are,  indeed,  fome  few  fituations,  eveit 
ill  New-Hampfliire,  where  vapour  arifing  front 
land  overflowed  with  frelh  water,  produces^^ 
bilioiis  and  nefvous  difeafes,apnd  the  inhabi-J 
tants  are  fiibje(ft  to  an  early  lafTitude  and  dc*^ 
bihty  j  which  is  often  fncrcaied  by  an  injudi- 
eioiis  life  of  fpiritiious  liquors  for  medical  pur- 
pofes  ;  but  by  the  rem'oval  of  firch  perfons  to' 
the  purer  air  of  the  mountain's,  and  a  change  to' 
a  more  temperate  regimen,  theic  complaints 
ceafc,  and  the  conftitution  is  reinvigoratcd. 

There  have  alfo  been  fome  initances  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Connc(^ticuf  river,  of  fwell-> 
ings  in  the  throat  limilar  to  the  goitres  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Alps.  Women  have' 
chiefly  been  afFed.ed  in  that  way.  A  rcmovab 
to  the  fea  Ihore,  and  conflant  bathing  with  fait 
water  have  contributed  to  reduce  thefc  tum-^ 
ours.  A  free  ufe  of  faltexl  fifh  and  vegetable^ 
acid,  particularly  cyder,  has  alfo  been  found- 
beneficial,  and  by  the  bell:  and  latefl:  informa- 
tion which  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  this 
diforder  is  now  lefs'  frequent,  and  more  eaiily 
controled  than  it  was  a  few  years  pafl.  i»* 

From  the  tables  of  mortality  which  I  have 
collected  and  which  are  here  exhibited,  it  ap- 
pears that  a  very  large  proportion  of  people  live 
to  old  age,  and  that  many  of  them  die  of  no 
acute  difeafe  but  by  the  gradual  decay  of  nature.. 
The  death   of  adult  perfons  between   twenty 

and 
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and  fifty  years  of  age  is  very  rare,  when  com- 
pared with  the  bills  of  mortality  from  Europe- 
an countries,  It  is  computed  that  r^early  on^ 
twentieth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  London" 
perifh,  one  year  with  another  j*  it  is  certain 
that  not  more  than  one  in  feventy  of  the  in4 
habitants  of  New-Hampihire  dies  in  a  year  un- 
kfs  when  fome  epidemic  diforder  prevails^ 
which  very  feldom  happens. 

From  the  tables  of  cafualties  it  alfo  ap- 
pears that  the  moft  mortal  of  the  prevailing 
diforders  of  this  country  is  the  pulmonary 
confumption.  This  malady  is  univerfally  al- 
lowed to  be  more  frequent  of  late  years  than 
formerly.  I  cannot  find  that  it  is  lefs  com- 
mon in  the  new,  than  in  the  old  towns.  It  is 
certainly  in  fome  inftanccs  hereditary  ;  and  it 
is  believed  by  many  to  be  contagious.  Fev- 
ers of  feveral  kinds  are  much  lefs  malignant 
than  formerly.  The  chronic  rheumatifm  is 
very  common,  but  feldom  proves  mortal.  It 
is  often  caufed  by  the  changes  from  heat  to- 
cold,  to  which  people  who  la»bour  and  travel  in 
all  weathers,  are  ex pofed. 

Patients  from  the  fouthern  States  and  the 
Welt  India  iflands  with  bilious  complaints  and 
intermittent  fevers,  foon  recover  their  health' 
on  their  arrival  to  our  Ihores.  A  regular  irv 
termittent,  or  what  is  commonly  called  the 

fever 

*  Rtlfti's  Medical  Obfervations.  pa-re  4". 
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fever  and  ague  is  extremely  rare,  Unlefs  it  he 
contracled  in  fome  other  climate. 

It  is  thought  by  fome  that  the  exhalations 
from  fait  marihes  are  injurious  to  health.  This 
may  be  the  cafe  where  the  air  is  prevented 
from  circulating  freely,  by  the  vicinity  of  high 
ridges  of  land  ;  but  the  town  of  Hampton, 
which  is  almoft  uniformly  level,  though  it 
contains  a  very  extenfive  marfh,  is  as  healthy 
and  as  favourable  to  longevity  as  any  town  in 
the  State,  as  may  be  evident  from  an  infpedliofi 
of  the  tables  of  mortality  for  that  place. 

The  natives  of  foreign  countries  who  re- 
move to  this  part  of  America,  generally  live  to 
a  great  age  ;  if  they  do  not  impair  their  con- 
ftitutions  by  fpirituous  liquors.  There  are, 
indeed,  fome  veteran  fots,  natives  of  this  as 
well  as  other  countries  ;  who  render  them-^ 
felves  burdenfome  to  fociety,  and  contempti- 
ble in  their  advanced  age.  The  purity  of  our 
air,  and  plenty  of  food,  are  doubtlefs  the  caufes 
of  their  furviving  fuch  frequent  draughts  of 
liquid  poifon. 

Attempts  have  been  made  at  feveral  times 
to  afcertain  the  number  of  people  in  New- 
Hampfhire.  The  late  Governor  Wcntworth 
was  ordered  by  the  Britilh  miniflry  to  take  an 
exad:  furvey  ;  but  *  having  no  fund  to  pay  the 
*  expenfe,  and  no  law  to  compel  obedience'  to 
the  order,  he  was  fubjecled  to  the  inconvenience 
Q^  of 
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of  delay  and  difappointment.  The  number 
of  the  people  however,  in  1767,  was  eftimated 
at  52,700.  Another  eftiraate  was  made  in 
1 774,  of  which  I  have  met  with  no  official  ac- 
count ;  but  have  been  informed  that  it  was 
85,000.  This  was  too  high.  The  eftimate 
given  to  Congrefs  by  the  delegates  of  New- 
Hamplliirc,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revo- 
lution, was  ftill  more  extravagant.  A  furyey 
taken  in  1775,  partly  by  enumeration  arid 
partly  by  ellimation,  for  the  purpofe  of  ef- 
tablilhing  an  adequate  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  made  the  whole  number  82,200. 

I  have  taken  much  pains  to  colled:  from  the 
feveral  towns  the  numbers  loft  by  means  of  the 
late  war.  By  accounts  received  trom  27  towns 
in  different  parts  of  the  State,  the  number  loft 
amounts  to  377.  Thefe  twenty-feven  towns, 
according  to  the  furvey  in  1775,  contained 
22,749  inhabitants.  If  a  comparifon  be 
made,  by  the  rule  of  proportion,  between  thefe 
and  the  other  towns  in  the  State  ;  the  number 
loft  out  of  the  whole,  will  amount  to  1362  ; 
and  if  a  farther  allowance  be  made  for  the 
maritime  towns,  the  number  may  fairly  be 
eftimated  at  1 400.  As  thefe  were  moftly  m.en 
in  the  prime  and  vigour  ot  life,  we  ought  to 
take  into  the  account  not  only  the  fimpie  lofs 
of  fo  many  lives,  but  a  decrcafc  of  popula- 
tion,   equal    to  the   incrcaie   wliich   probably 

would 
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would  have  been  made,  had  they  hved  to  this 
time.  If  we  reckon  this  increafe  in  the  pro- 
portion of  three  to  one,  it  will  produce  the  fum 
of  4200,  which,  added  to  the  original  num- 
ber, will  make  5600.  But  allowing  the  600 
for  cafualties,  we  may  moderately  compute 
5000  perfons,  lefs  than  the  number  would 
have  been,  had  the  laft  fifteen  years  been  all 
years  of  peace. 

The  cenfus  taken  by  order  of  Congrefs  in 
1790,  is  the  moll  corred:  account  which  has 
ever  been  made.  The  whole  amount  is 
1 42,01 8.  If  this  be  compared  with  the  num- 
ber in  1775,  and  the  difference  divided,  by  the 
number  of  intervening  years,  without  any  ref- 
erence to  the  lofs  fuffcained  by  the  war ;  the 
av'cragc  of  increafe  will  be  3987  per  annum, 
for  the  lafl  fifteen  years.  If  the  number  in 
1775  be  compared  with  the  number  in  1767, 
and  the  difference  divided  by  the  number  of 
intervening  years,  the  average  per  annum,  for 
thofe  eight  years,  will  be  3687.  If  a  mean 
between  thefe  two,  viz.  3883,  be  taken  for  the 
increafing  ratio  per  annum,  lince  the  year  1 767, 
it  will  produce  a  number  very  nearly  corre- 
fponding  with  the  niunber  taken  by  the  cenfus 
in  1790.  If  this  rrtode  of  computation  be 
juff,  the  number  of  people  in  New-Mamp- 
Ihire  has  ad:ually  doubled  in  lefs  than  nineteen 
years,  notwithftanding  that  feven  of  thofe 
nineteen  were  years  of  war. 

Q   2  This 
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This  may  more  clearly  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing table  ;  in  which  the  firfl  column  con- 
tains the  years  ;  the  fecond  column  fhews  the 
number  in  each  year,  by  the  ratio  of  3883  ; 
and  the  third  the  numbers  by  the  ratio  of  3687 
for  the  firil  eight  years,  and  3987  for  the  laft 
liffei&n. 


T   A  U  L  J-: 

of  POPULATION. 

1767 

•  52700 

52700"^ 

68 

5^583 

56387 

69 

60466 

60074 

1770 

S4349 

63761 

71 

68232 

67448 

y  mcrcafing  by  3687. 

72 

72115 

71135 

73 

75998 

74822 

74 

79881 

78509 

75 

83764 

82ig6_j 

. 

76 

87647 

86183-^ 

77 

91530 

90170 

78 

95413 

94157 

79 

99296 

98144 

1780 

103179 

102131 

81 

107062 

106118 

82 

110945 

110105 

83 

114828 

114092 

>.  increaji?ig  by  3987. 

84 

118711 

118079 

85 

122594 

122066 

86 

126477 

126053 

87 

130360 

130040 

88 

131^43 

134027 

89 

138126 

138014 

1790 

142C09 

142001^ 

In  both  columns,  the  halt"  ot  the  inniiber  taken  by  the 
:enfus,  viz.  7 IC09,  falls  between  the  years  177  rand  1772; 
,1  period  Ihort  of  nineteen  vears,  from  1790. 

^  '  This 
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.This  rapid  increafe  of  population,  is  partly 
natural    and    partly    adventitious.      The   dil- 
tindlion  between  thefe  two  caufes  is  evident  ; 
but  to  alcertain  thepreciie  limits  ot   their  re- 
fped.ive  operations,  is  impracticable,  without  a 
more  minute   furvey  than  has  ever  yet  been 
taken.      Lar^re   emi juration s   have   been  made 
Unce  the  peace  of  1763,   from  the  neighbour- 
ing States,  into  the  new  townfiiips  oi^  New- 
Hampfliirc.     Thofe  from  the  old   towns  to 
the  new,   have  been  alfo  very  confiderable  ; 
and  thou<::h  at  firft  vievv'  thefe  latter  mav  not 
feem  to  have  auQ-mcnted  the  number  of  the 
people  ;    yet  upon   a  more  clofe  attention  to 
thefubjed:,  it  will  be  found  that  even  in  them 
there  is  a  producftive  caufe  of  increafc.  Where 
land  is  cheap,   and   the   means   of  fubilftence 
may  be  acquired   in   fuch  plenty,   and  in  fo 
fhort  a  time  as  is  evidently  the  cafe  in  our 
new  plantations,   encouragement  is  given   to 
early  marriage.     A  young  man  who  has  clear- 
ed a  piece  of  land,  and  built  a  hut  for  his  pref- 
ent  accommodation,   foon  begins  to  experi- 
ence the  truth   of  that   old  adage,    '  It   is  not 
*  good  for  man  to  be  alone.*     Having  aprof- 
ped:    of  incrcafmg   his   fubftance  by   labour, 
which  he  knows  him  (elf  able  to  perform,  he 
attaches     himfelf  to  a   female     earlier    than 
prudence   would   didtate  if  he  had  not   fuch 
a  profped.     Nor  are  the  young  females  of  the 
country  averfe  to  a  fcttlemcnt  in  the  new  plan- 

.  tations  : 
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tations ;  where,  after  the  fccond  year*sla  fe^iir, 
by  which  the  land  is  brought  into  pafture, 
there  is  a  neceffity  for  beginning  the  work  of 
a  dairy  ;  an  employment  which  always  falls 
to  their  lot,  and  is  an  objed:  of  their, ambition, 
as  well  as  intereft. 


TABLE  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Hampton,  colUdcd 
from  the  church  records  of  the  Rev.  Ward  Cotton. 


Fears. 

Deaths.       Baptifins. 

4 

irfJ. 

Male. 

I'emale. 

under    2 

j^M.rr. 

62 

1735 

*5 

19 

21 

between   2 

and  5 

3^ 

3^^ 

69 

22 

28 

5 

10 

16 

37 

16 

21 

"3 

10 

20 

23 

3« 

19 

n 

22 

20 

SO 

24 

•      39 

25 

.      2b 

15 

30 

40 

9 

1  yjo 

14 

r.o 

^5 

40 

50 

7 

41 

17 

15 

27 

50 

60 

a 

42 

21 

ro 

J  2 

60 

70 

9 

'^3 

:  1 

17 

V 

70 

80 

13 

44 

9 

19 

19 

80 

90 

90 

X06 

5 

8 

Total 
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206 

199 

<J 

Deaths 

A  16 

Adults 

»9 

B 

aptifms 

424 

under    2  jyearx. 

60 

^745 

32 

22 

20 

between  2  and   5 

26 

46 

13 

23 

16 

5 

10 

23 

47 

16 

25 

15 

10 

20 

26 

48 

^9 

22 

19 

20 

30 

to 

49 

26 

M 

22 

30 

40 

»3 

^750 

»7 

16 

17 

40 

50 

5 

51 

15 

i3 

^3 

50 

60 

10 

52 

16 

1 1 

20 

60 

'     70 

la 

53 

14 

18 

15 

r 

80 

16 

54 

53 

19 

21 

80 

90 

16 

90 

ICO 

3 

Total 

221 

1S8 
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Deaths 
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S 

Baptifms 
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TABLE  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Hampton, 
(ontinned. 


Years. 

Deaths. 

Baj/tijms. 

-^k^ 

Male. 

Female. 

under     2  years. 

A4 

^755 

32 

13' 

;       17     . 

between   2  and  5 

5^ 

3^' 

19 

t6 

5      10 

14 

57 

'3 

ilO 

16 

10      20 

1.^ 

5« 

23 

20 

12 

20      30 

16 

59 

21 

14 

18 

30      .^,0 

^3 

1760 

19 

-3 

21 

40      50 

1 1. 

61 

1 2 

19 

18 

50      60 

5 

62 

'5 

13 

J  8 

60      70 

2  1 

C3 

16 

16 

»4 

70      80 

30 

64 

no  re  CO 

.  1 

rd.  18 

22 

80        go 
go  ■   1 00 

9 

4 

'^, 

-187 

^75 

172 

Deaths 

187 

Adults      10 

Baptil'ms 

357 

TASL-t-c^t' BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Hampton,  by 
the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Thayer. 


Yearsf  ' 

/;frtf/jj.     5. 

aptifms. 

yi 

p-f.f. 

■"■ 

Mfl/f. 

Female, 

under     ^  years. 

23 

1767^'- 

7"       30 

M 

between   2 

and  5 

6 

68 

10         13 

13 

5 

10 

2 

% 

»o         15 

15 

10 

20 

7 

1770 

14-       20 

16 

2d 

30 

13 

71  -. 

7    '       8 

1 1 

30 

40 

5 

72' 

»i           9 

15 

40 

50 

7 

73  ' 

12         ig 

^7 

50 

60 

9 

74 

8         15 

M 

bo 

70 

8 

75 

^ .  12         It 

7 

70 

80 

17 

76 

24         16 

13 

80 

90 

15 

< 

90 

100 

3 

■ 

115       *5^ 

135 

Adults 

3 

Deaths 

i»5 

B 

aptifms 

294 

TABLB 
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TABLE  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Hampton,  cok' 
tinned. 


Years. 

Deaths.       B 

aptifms. 

^^di. 

Male. 

Feviak. 

under 

•    2  ^earj 

26 

1777 

9 

14 

9 

betweej 

ti  2  and  5 

7 

78 

1 1 

io 

^7 

5 

10 

6 

79 

11 

18 

5 

10 

20 

4 

1780 

9 

1 1 

13 

20 

30 

7 

81 

7 

16 

8 

30 

40 

2 

82 

6 

^7 

4 

40 

50 

6 

83 

14 

14 

16 

50 

60 

4 

84 

9 

12 

10- 

60 

70 

8 

8^ 

12 

7 

8 

70 

80 

16 

S'6 

1  1 

9 

8 

80 
90 

90 

10 
3 

100 

99 

128 

92 

Adult 

s     2 

B. 

Deaths 
iptifms 

220 

undei 

2  ) 

cars 

9 

1787 

13 

J3 

11 

between  2 

and  5 

.    J 

88 

12 

10 

15 

5 

10 

2 

89 

13 

8 

9 

10 

20 

- 

90 

'  5 

10 

12 

20 

30 

7 

91 

3 

9 

5 

30 

40.    , 

1 

to  OEloha 

40 

50. 

2 

3i« 

46 

50 

52 

50 
60 
70 
80 

90 

B 

60 
70 
80 

90. 
100 

Deaths 
aptifms 

3 
8 

11 

2 

46 
102 

TABLE 
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'table  of  CASUALTIES  in  Kairpton. 


1735 

^74  5 

^755 

Cafualtks. 

to 

to 

to 

1744 

1754 

^763 

Accident 

6 

4 

1 

Apoplexy 

2 

2 

Afthma 

1 

Cancer                         ' 

3 

2 

4 

Childbfed 

12 

5 

I 

Cholic 

2 

3 

3 

Confumption 

^5 

"_6 

21 

ConvulAons 

8 

^5 

1 1 

Dropfy 

3 

2 

Dyfentery                  . 

' 

4 

7 

Fevers 

16 

30 

4» 

Jaundice 

1 

i 

Thing's  evil 

2 

*  Long  ftckncfs 

5    ' 

0 

1 

Mania' 

1 

Meades 

3 

Mortification 

1 

0 

Old  age 

12 

12 

9 

Paify            ; 

2 

9 

8 

Plcurify                      ' 

2 

t 

2 

Quinfy 

1 

1 

2 

Rheuipatifm 

1 

Smallpox 

4 

Sore  rpouth 

1 

3 

3 

.  Strangury 

2 

3 

Suddenly 

7 

2 

11 

Throat  diflcmpcr 

91 

Co 

30 

+  Unknown 

28 

28 

*3 
2 

"Whooping  cough 

1 

Total 

216 

221 

.87 

TABLE 

*  The  term  long  ficknefs  is  peculiar.     It  probably  means 
f}^C  fame  with  confuviption. 

+  In  the  clafs  unknown  are  included  the  namelcfs  diforders 
of  ypung  children,  and  the  flill-born. 
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TABLE  of  CASUALTIES  in  Hampton,  continued,^ 


Gafualt^s. 


1767 

to 
1776  j 


1777 
to 

1786 


1787 

la 
1791 


Accidcht 

Afthma 

Bleedirig 

Cancer 

Childbed 

Cholic ; 

Confuiiiption 

Convulfions 

Dropfy 

Dyfentery 

Fevers; 

Gravel 

Jaundice 

Lethargy 

Mcaflefe 

Mortification 

Nervous  head  ach 

Old  a^e 

Palfy 

Quinfy 

Rheunlatifm 

SchirrUs 

Smallpox 

Scrophula 

Sore  niouth 

Suddehly 

Throat  diftemper 

Violence 

"Whooping  cough 

Worms 

Unknown 


7    i 

1 

1 
1 
1 

■    •  .  » 

2    \ 

,  1 

1    ' 

.'i 

1 

27 

21 

s 

5    ■ 

13 

e 

1 

5 

T 

9    , 

0 

8 

12 

9 

3 

\ 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Tl 

1 

l 

4  ; 

4 

M    , 

6 

07 

6 

i 

7 

.  ..;;i3 

1   1 

1 

':   :n?. 

1 

.  .  .  .  • 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

,6 

3 

7 
1 

2 

3 

6 

2 

I 

7 

3 

1 ) 

115 

99 

46 

TABLE 
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TABLE  of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS  in  Xewmarket,co\\cQ:c<\ 

from  the   Records  of  the    Rev.    John    Moody,   by  Went- 

woRTH  Che  SWILL,  Efq. 


Years. ' 

Deaths. 

Baptifmsi 

Ages. 

^73^ 

7 

30 

under  5 
betwecrr"5~"and 

37 

32   - 

9 

14 

10 

"  7 

33 

I 

21 

10 

20 

3i 

U 

1 

i8 

20 

30 

t' 

^5 

18 

fio 

30 

40 

1 

S6 

11 

31 

40 

50 

2 

37 

7 

62 

50 

60 

1 

38 

4 

i^ 

60 

2° 

5 

39 

4 

68 

IP 

80 

•JJ 

^740 

1 

ti 

So 

above 

•go 
100 
100 

;  ■'•  * 

63 

225. 

1 

age  unknown 

■      2- 

63 

<74i 

9 

29 

--^ 

9 

44 

43 

33 

44 

44 

ji 

2f> 

'  ^5 

S 

a.1 

46 

11 

aft 

47 

4 

a^ 

48 

8 

«7 

49 

»4 

28 

750  12  24 

114  283 


under  5- 

.-.  --.  - 

^^ 

between  5 

and     10 

«7 

10 

20 

7 

Sd 

30 

4 

80 

40 

5 

i& 

50 

5 

t 

60 

^5 

•70 

•;•  2 

70 

80 

s 

Sd 

90 

96 

100 

aj;e  unknown 

4 

114 
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TABLE   of  BAPTISMS  and  DEATHS    in  Newmarket, 

continued. 


Years.     Deaths.     Baptifms. 


52 

.  25 
47 

27 
36 

53 

32 

*7 

54 

21 

23 

55 
56 

19 
13 

24 
26 

57 
58 

18 

24 

29 

24 

59 
1760 

2J 
19 

20 
20 

239   246 


^^fj 

under  5 

98 

between  5  and 

10 

32 

10 

20 

21 

20 

30 

19 

30 

40 

11 

40 

50 

8 

50 

60 

16 

60 

70 

16 

70 

80 

5 

^0 

90 

7 

90 

100 

1 

age  unknown 

5 

239 

under  5 

53 

between  5  and  10 

5 

»o 

20 

6 

20 

30 

12 

30 

40 

5 

40 

50 

8 

50 

60 

7 

60 

70 

13 

70 

80 

17 

80 

90 

8 

90 

100 

age  unknown 

4 

1761 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 
67 
68 

69 

1770 


23 

8 
8 

34 
25 
28 

13 
12 

24 
16 

25 
18 

19 
16 

8 

•7 

9 

»3 

i4 

12 

138   194 


138 


TA3LE 
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TABLE    of 

by  Jer 


DEATHS  in  Dover, 

EMY  BeLKMAP. 


Y'-ars.       No.  of  Death  f. 


A^cs. 


No. 


1767 
68 
69 

1770 

7» 

72 

73 

74 

75 
76 


9 

17 

19 
16 

23 
17 
15 
10 
12 

47 


abroad 
the 


185 
id  in -I  g 
war    J 

193 


under    2     ^^dri 
between     2   and    5 


above 


5 

10 

10 

20 

20 

30 

30 

40 

40 

.50 

30 

60 

60 

70 

70 

80 

80 

90 

90 

100 

100 

46 

9 

1 

10 

15 

13 

6 

22 
28 

13 

2 

1 
185 


1777 

79 
1780 

81 

82 

83 
84 

85 
86 

to  Sept. 

abroad 
the   war 


29 
16 

9 

20 

8 

22 

23 
24 

33 

1^ 


;-} 


192 


21 


213 


under   2      years 
between    2    and    5 


5 

10 

10 

20 

20 

3<5 

30 

40 

40 
.50 

50 
60 

60 

70 

70 
80 

80 

90 

90 

100 

47 
20 

7 
12 

14 

9 

14 

13 

15 

20 

18 
3 


192 


Of  unmarried  females  between  15  and  25  years  of  age, 
eigkt  died  in  20  years. 

Of  married  females  of  the  fame  zgG,/oury 

Still-born  children  are  not  reckoned  in  this  table. 

No  account  of  Births  could  bo  obtained.  Many  of  the 
inhabitants  being  Quakers  ;  and  of  the  others,  many  did 
not  bring  their  children  to  Baptiiin. 

TARJ.E 


3^6         t?  J  3  TORY 

QF, 

- 

TABLs  of  casualtie;s 

in  Pover 

1767 

1777 

Cafualties.                                      

-ta     ^ 

.  _.^  ^tf 

C-zSLA  --i-.sKVry*                                                                                                             —      

1776 

.786^ 

Accidents 

ai 

lO 

Apoplexy 

1 

3. 

Allhma 

3 

Bleeding 

2 

Cancer 

1 

i 

Childbed 

7 

-  3 

Cholic 

3 

.  1 

Cough  and  fever 

6 

Whooping  cough 

1 

10 

Confumption 

26 

34 

ConvuHions 

5 

J 

Decay  of  nature 

19 

Dropfy 

6 

14 

Drunkennefs 

1 

J>yfentery 

s 

■  *7 

Pelones  de  fe 

0. 

fevers 

*<5 

17 

Gravel 

1 

Jaundice 
KUac  pafliorl 

4 

0 

1 

King's  evil 

2 

Mania 

1 

2 

Meafles    '  -" 

1 

Children  in  the  moiith 

20 

1^/ 

Mortification 

5 

Nervous  head  ach 

3 

•f 

Palfy 

5 

6 

Ouinfy 

1 

/ 

Rickets 

2 

Rheumatifm 

1 

Strangury 

3 

Suddenly 

4 

nf 

Throat  diftemper 

i 

If 

Thrulh 

1 

*  "VVorins 

19 

4 

185 


102 

In  the  clafs  cf  wornti  iirc  in'.Iudcd  the  nanrclef;  dii'^afts 


^      ©f  children. 
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TABLE  of  DEATHS  in  Eajl-Kingjlon,  collefled  from 
the  records  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Coffin,  by  the 
Rev.  Isaac  Mansfield. 


Years. 

iVo.  ^/  Z)tffl//2 

.f.             //^«i 

No, 

1740 

4 

umler    i 

j)'<fflr 

19 

41 

5 

between     i 

and    3 

20 

4'^ 

6 

3 

5 

8 

43 

8 

5 

10 

6 

44 

21 

10 

20 

8 

45 

6 

20 

30 

7 

46 

18 

30 

40 

3 

47 

6 

40 

50 

c 

48 

H 

50 

60 

8 

49 

6 

94 

94 

»75o 

5 

under    i 

year 

25 

51 

6 
6 

between     i 

and    3 

14 

52 

3 

5 

8 

.53 

^3 
13 

5 

10 

6 

54 

10 

20 

10 

55 

20 

20 

30 

5 

5^ 

12 

30 

40 

5 

57 

7 

40 

50 

13 

58 

11 

50 

60 

4 

59 

6 

60 

70 

2 

70 

80 

6 

99 

80 

90 

1 

99 

TABLE 
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TABLE  of  DEATHS  in  Edi{i-Kingi\.on,' continued^ 


Years. 

Xo.  of  Deaths 

;  /te 

■:   :¥o. 

1760 

H 

under    1 

irar 

20 

61 

8 

between    i 

and    3 

10 

62 

2 

3 

5 

^3 

3 

5 

10 

5 

64 

10 

10 

20 

6 

65 

6 

20 

30 

J4 

^  66 

5 

30 

40 

11 

67 

4 

40 

,50 

4 

68 

6 

50 

60 

4 

6g 

4 

60 

70 

7 

1770 

15 

70 

80 

5 

->7i 

13 

80 

9^ 

4 

90  90 

TABLE    oi    BIRTHS  and  DEATHS  in  Wilton,    bv 
the  Rev.  Abel  Fiske. 

Years.  Deaths.  Births.     Excefs  of  births. 


784 

n 

47 

36 

«5 

7 

49 

42: 

86 

6 

3B 

32 

87 

11 

49 

38 

88 

M 

29 

15 

89 

2 

37 

35" 

90 

20 

32 

12 

71 

281. 

210 

TABLr 
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frogrefs  of  POPULATION 
in  Wilton. 


Years. 


Numbers. 


1739 

^ 

taiiiilies. 

^755 

.70 

pcrfons. 

1763 

*40 

^775 

623 

1786 

1013 

1790 

H05 

TABLE  ot  DEATHS  & 

CASUALTIES  in fc;/?- 
rvay,  by  the  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Porter. 

FromOci.  lyy^JoO&.Tjgo. 


37 

3 
2 


iinderg  years, chiefly  1 
Throat  diftcrriper   J 
Fevers 

Mortification 
Dropfy 
Afthma  i 

Suddenly  2 

Decay  ot  nature  J^A.  90  i 
Confumption,  JE.  48  1 
Canker  2 

Felo  de  fe  1 

Accidents  3 

Total  55 


TABLE  of  DEATHS  in 
Exeter,  by  the  Rev.- 
Isaac  Mansfield. 


Years. 


Deaths. 


1784 

85 
86 

87 


5 
10 
20 

30 
40 

do 
60 

70 
80 
90 


10 

20 

30 
40 

50 
60 
70 
80. 
90' 
100 


22 

27 
26 

3» 

20 


126 


under      r   yeaf          18 
between  1  and    3        9 

3  .5        5 


9 

»7 
10 
10 
6 
11 
12 

12 

2 


Total     i2(? 


TAILE 


R 


2SQ:         HIST  O  R  Y,    Q;F 

TABLE  of    CASUALTIES  in  Exeter,   by  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Mansfield. 


(Uifuakies. 


No. 


} 


Accident 
Apoplexy 
Allhma 
Cancer 
Childbed 
C^holera  morbus- 
Complication  of  dlf- 
.  orders 
Confumption 
Convulfions 
Decay  of  Nature 
Diarrha^a 
Dropfy 
Epilepfy 


39 
4 

12 
I 

5 

1 


Cafualtics. 


Fever-nervous 

mixed 

— pulmonic 

putrid 

Gravel 

Mortification 

Palfy 

Quinfy 

Scarlet  fever 

Schirrus 

Scrophula 

Throat  diftemper 

Whooping  cough 

Unknown 


No. 


7 

.'2, 
,2 

1 

1 

1 

5 
3- 

4 
1 
1 
6 

3 

7 


Total     126 


Refnarkable  injiances  of  hongevity. 

In  Dover,  Howard  Hendofon  died  in  1 772, 
aged  upwards  of  100  years.  .  In  the  former 
part  of  his  hfe  he  was  a  feaman,  and  ferved  bn 
board  the  fleet  of  Sir  Clondelly  Shovel,  at.  the 
taking  of  Gibraltar  from  the  Spaniards  in  1 704. 

In  Durham,  Job?!  Bufsy  a  preacher  of  the 
gofpel  for  '2,'7^  years,  but  not  ordained,  alfo  a 
practitioner  of  phyfic,  died  in  1736,  at  the  age 
of  108.  lie  was  remarkably  ad:ive  and  vig- 
orous at  a  very  advanced  age.  /' 

The 


I 


88 

93 

88 

99 
65 
91 

77 
79 
87 


N  E  W-  H  A  M  P  S  H  I  k:  E.      T^i 

The  family  of  Col.   'James  Davis y  whofe 
name  is  mentioned  iii  the  preceding  Hiftoty, 
(pages  274,    332,   347)   was  remarkable   for 
longevity  as  well  as  fuperior  ftaturc. 
The   father  died   in   1749,   aged 
James 
Thomas 
Samuel   1788, 
Daniel 
Sarah 
His  children  -^  Hannah 
Elizabeth 
Ephraim    I791, 
Phcbe/Et.  85,  and  the 
widow  of  Samuel  ^t. 
102,  are  yet  living. 
in  Londonderry,  the  firft  planters  lived, 
On  an  average,  to  80  years  ;    fome  to  90,  and 
others  to  100.     Among  the  lafl  was    William 
Scoby,  who  died  at  the  age  of  104.     The  two 
laft  heads  of  the  {ixteen  families  who  began 
the  planting  of  that  town,  died  there  in  1782, 
aged   about    93    years    each.      They     were 
women. 

In  Chester,  James  Wilfon  died  in  1739, 
aged  100  years. 

James  Shirley  in  1754,  aged  105. 
Another  perfon  of  the  fame  name,  aged  91 , 
was  living  in  1 790. 

William  Craigie  and  his  wife  died  in  1775, 
each  aged  lOO. 

R  2  In 
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In  Newmarket,  William  Perkins  dd^d  irr 
1732,  aged  116.  He  was  born  in  the  Weft 
of  England.  Governor  Burnet  vifited  him  at 
Newmarket,  and  examined  him  refpedting 
many  fa(fts  and  occurrences  during  the  civil 
wars  in  England  in  the  laft  century.  His  fon 
died  in  1757,  aged  87.  Several  of  his  grand 
children  have  lived  above  70  years. 

In  Barrington,  fourteen  of  the  firft 
planters  were  living  in  1785,  who  were  be- 
tween 80  and  90  years  of  age.  The  fettle- 
ment  began  in  1732. 

In  Atkinson,  Ebenczer  Belknap  died  at 
the  age  of  95,  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  107. 

In  Wakefield,  Robert  Macklin,  a  native 
of  Scotland,  died  in  1787,  at  the  age  of  1 15. 
He  lived  feveral  years  in  Portfmouth,  and 
followed  the  occupation-  of  a  Baker.  He  fre- 
quently Walked  from  Portfmouth  to  Bofton, 
66  miles,  in  one  day,  and  returned  in  another. 
This  journey  he  performed,  the  laft  time,  at 
t'hc  age  of  8c3. 

In  Salem  (a  tow*n  adjoining  the  fouthern 
boundary)  Abicl  AJlen^  one  of  hoveweWs 
brave  company,  who  behaved  gallantly  at  the 
Battle  of  Pigwacket,  in  1725,  was  living  in 
1790,   aged  86. 

The  two  el  deft  Minifters  of  the  gofpel  now 
I'iving,  are  the  Rev.  'J armies  Pike  of 'Sbmerf- 
worth,  aged  88,  and  the  Rev.  Ehenezer  Flai:^ 
ofCheftcr,  aged87.      '•  '■   ^      ^-r.oi-i.'V]^-'-^^ 

C  H  A  P. 
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C     H     A    P.      XV. 

Political  Cbarudlet,  Genius,  Manners,  hviploy 
mcnis  and   Diver/ions  of  the  People. 

IT  is  much  Icfs  difficult  and  dangerous  to 
defcribc  the  charadlcr  of  the  dead  than  of 
the  hving  ;  but  in  fo  great  a  variety  as  the 
inhabitants  of  a  whole  State,  there  cannot  but 
be  fo:ne  general  traits  which  all  muft  allow  to 
be  jufl ;  and  which,  however  difigreeable,  it 
applied  particularly,  yet  will  not  bedifreliflied 
by  any,  when  delivered  only  in  general  terms. 
It  is  not  my  wifli  to  exaggerate  either  the  vir- 
tues or  defe^'^s  of  my  countrymen  ;  but  as  an 
American,  I  have  a  right  to  fpeak  the  truth, 
concerning  them,  if  my  language  be  within 
the  limits  of  decency. 

The  genius  and  charadlcr  of  a  community 
arc  in  iome  mcafure  influenced  by  their  gov- 
ernment and  political  connexions.  Before  the 
Revolution,  the  people  of  the  different  parts  of 
New-Hamplhire,  had  but  little  connexion 
with  each  other.  They  might  have  been  di- 
vided into  three  clalTes.  Thofe  of  the  old 
towns,  and  the  emigrants  from  them.  Thofs 
on  the  fouthern  border,  moft  of  whom  were 
emigrants  from  Maflachufctts  ;  and  thofe  ou 

Conned  icut 
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Connecticut  river,   who    came   chiefly  from 
jConnedlicut. 

Of  the  firft  clafs  the  people  might  be  fub- 
divided  into  thofe  who,  having  been  trained 
in  fubjeCtion  tp  Crown  Officers,  were  ex- 
pcd:ants  'of  favours  from  government,  ancj 
ready  'to  promote  the  views  of  the  ariftocracy  j 
and  thofe  who,  from  principle  or  habit,  were 
in  oppontion  to  thofe  views.  A  long  and  in- 
timate connexion  with  Mafliichufetts,  both  in 
pea-ce  and  war,  -kept  dive  a  democratic  princi- 
ple ;  wKich,  though  it  inet  with  tlie  frowns 
of  nfieii  in  office,  yet  when  excited  to  a<ftion, 
could;  not  be"  coutroled'  by  their  authority. 
The  'people  of  the  ie'corid-  clafs  were  naturally 
attached  to'  Maflachufetts,  whence  they  origi- 
|-iated,  and  Vvhcrethey  were  conneded  in  trade. 
Some  towns  had  fuffcred  by  the  interierence 
of  grants  made  by  both  governments  and  by 
controverfies  concerning  the  line ;  which  gave 
^DJrth  to  law  fuits,  carried  on.  with  great  acrimo- 
ny and  cxpenfe  for  many  years,  Thofe  of 
the  third  clafs  brought  with  them  an  affecflioij 
and  refpedtfor  the  colony  whence  they  emi^. 
grated,  and  where  the  democratic  principle  had 
always  prevailed.  They  entertained  an  infe- 
rior idea  cf  the  people  in  the  maritime  parts  of 
ihe  State;  \vhilil:  thefe  in  return  looked  with 
;in  envious  eye  oh  thofe  emigrants  to  whom 
>yere  ^/^/^; the  lands  which  had  been  pro.mifed 
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to  b^  give?i  to  them  as  a  reward  for  the  exer- 
tions and  fufferings  of  their  parents  and  them- 
feh'cs  in  defending. the  country  againil  its  ene- 
-^ies/  ^  i    -''-'^  •  ^-H  -^      -"' 

Another  jburce  of  difuniorv  was  the  unequal 
'reprefcntation  of  tl>e  people' in  the  Geheni 
-AfTembly.     As  date  as  the  year  'i773»  of 'One 
liiUndred  and  forty-ioveii  to\vns,'forty-lix  ouly 
•were   reprefente^i^   by  •  'thkty-foW  ii'iemberS'' ; 
and  feveral  to^vns  were  claifed,   two  or  three 
tOiriether,  for  the  choico  of  one'  The  town-'S  of 
"Nottingham   and   Concord,    though    full  •  c/t 
■'people,  andof  al^vc  forty  years  ftaiiding,'h>ad 
riot  otice' been  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  rept- 
Tefentatibii  ;   and  this  was'tb.:  cafe  uith'ttUi*- 
Tiy  'Other   to wn^  ; which,    though  not  of  fo 
long  fettlement,  yet  contained  more  inhabi- 
tants than  fome  others,  which  liad  always '-^1- 
joyed  the  privilege.     No  uniform  fyftem  '-of 
reprefentation  had  been  adopted.     Nonecoirld 
be  eftablifhed  by  law,  bccaufc  it  was  claimed 
by  the  Governor  as  part  of  the  royal  preroga- 
tive to  call  Reprefentatives  from  new  towns  ; 
arid  this  prerogative  was   cxercifed   without 
any  regard  to  the  rights,  the  petitions,   of  the 
fentimcnts  of  the  people. 

liefore  the  vear-fy^i  the  Province  was  not 
divided  into  counties ;  but  every  caufe  from 
eATn  the  moft  remote  parts  was  brought  to 
Portlmnuth;  where  the  courts  were  held  imd 

*^hc 
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the  public  offices  were  filled  by   a   few  men, 
mofl  of  whom  were   either  members   of  the 
jCoimcil,  or  devoted  to  theinterejfl  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, or  perfonally  related  to  hiin.    In  the  ad- 
miniftratignof  juflice,  frequent  complaints  were 
made  of  partiality.     Parties  were  fometimes 
heard  out  of  cpurt,  and  the  practice  of  water- 
ing the  jury  was  familiarly   known  to  thofe 
perfons  who  had  much  bulinefs  in  the  Law. 
The  d^ernijsr  refort  was  to  a  court  of  appeals, 
confifting  of  thp  Gpvernor  and  Council ;   of 
whom  feven  were  a  quorum  and  four  a  ma- 
jority.    Here  the    fin^  fentence  was  often 
pafTed  by  the  fame  perfons  who  had  been  con- 
cerned in  the  former  decifions ;  unlefs  the 
caufe  were  of  fuch  value  as  to  admit  of  ^p  ap- 
peal to  the  King  in  Council.     During  the  ad^ 
miniftration  pf  the  laft  Governor,    fome  of 
thefe  fqurccs   of  difafte^tion  Were  removed; 
but  others  remained,  for  an  experiment,whethr 
er  a  cure  could  be  effected,   by  a  change   of 
government. 

The  Revolution  which  called  the  democratic 
power  into  action,  has  reprelTed  the  ariftocratic 
ipirit,  The  honors  and  emoluments  of  office 
are  more  generally  diffufed  ;  the  people  enjoy 
more  equal  privileges,  and,  after  a  long  dif- 
fention,  are  better  united.  Government  is  g. 
fcience,  and  requires  education  and  informa- 
tion, ^s  well  as  judgment  and  prudence.     Inr 

deed 
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iked  there  are  fgrne  who  have  rrruggled 
jthrough  all  the  difadvantages  arifing  from  the 
want  o.t  early  education,  and  by  force  ot  nar 
live  genius  and  intlulby,  have  acquired  thofe 
.qualifications  which  have  enabled  them  to 
render  eminent  fervicc to  the  community;  and 
there  are  others  who  have  been  favoured  with 
early  education,  and  have  improved  their  op- 
portunity to  good  purpofc.  Notwithrtanding 
.which,  the  deficiency  of  pcrfons  qualified  for 
the  various  departrr.cnts  in  Government,  has 
been  mucli  regretted,  and  by  none,  more  than 
by  thofe  few,  who  knovy  how  pubhc  bufinefs 
.ought  to  be  condudted,  This  deficiency  is 
daily  dccreafing  j  the  means  of  knowledge 
are  extending  ;  prejudices  ar?  wearing  away, 
and  the  political  charaCler  ot  the  people  is 
^■nanifeflly  improving. 

But  however  late  the  Inhabitants  of  New- 
Hamplhire  maybe,  in  poHtical  improvement ; 
)et  they  have  long  polTelTed  other  valuable 
i.|ualitics  w  hich  have  rendered  tb.cm  an  import- 
mt  branch  of  the  American  union.  Firmnefs  of 
nerve,  patience  in  fatigue,  intrepidity  in  dan- 
ger and  alertnei's  in  action,  arc  to  be  numbered 
among  their  native  and  efTcntiai  cliaravflcriflics. 

Men  who  are  concerned  in  travelhng,  hunt- 
ing, cutting  timber,  making  roaJs  and  other 
employments  in  the  foreft,are  inured  to  hard- 
ships.    'J  hey  treoi'er.tly  lie  out  in  the  woods 

feveral 
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ifbvetal: ?davs'  or   wecks^   together  ih  aill^iea- 
Ibns  of  the  vcar.     Ahtif  Cbmpofed -  of  .'poltt 
:md  bark,  fufliccs  them  for  fhcltcr;  andon-the 
open  ifi'de  of  it,  a  larger,  "fire  fecures  thetn   from 
'the   feverlty  of  the' Weather.       Wrapt   in  a 
blanket  with  their  feet^  next  the  fir6,  they  pafs 
.the  lohgelf  and  col  deft  rlights,  and  awake  vig- 
orous for  .labour   the   fucceeding  day.     Their 
food,  when  thus  employed,   is  falted  pork  or 
beef,  with  potatoes  and  bread  of  Indian  corn  j 
and  their  beft  drink  is  water  mixed  with  gin- 
ger ;  .though  many  of  them  are  fond  of  diftill- 
edfpirits,  which,  however,  are  lefs  noxious  in 
fuch  a  fituation  than  at  home.     Thofe  who 
begin  a  neiw  fetttement,  live  at  firft  in  a  ftyle 
not  lefs  ii-mple."'    They  ercd:  a  fquare  builds 
ing  of  polcsy  notched  at  the  ends  to  keep  then! 
fall  together.  The  crevices  are  plaiilered  with 
•clfty 'jor  the'ftifteft  earth  which  can  be  had, 
mixed  with  mofs  or  ftraw.    The  roof  is  jeither 
bark  01*  fpl it  boards.     The  chimney  a  pile  of 
ftones  j  -within  which   a  fire   is  made  on  the 
grourM,  -  and  a  hole  is  left  in  the  roof  for  the 
ffftoklj'to.pafs  out.     Another  hole  is  made  in 
the  fide-of  the  houfe  for  a  window, -which  is 
occafionally  clofed  with  a  wooden  fliutter.    In 
winter,   a  conftant   fire  is  kept,    by  night  as 
well  as  by  day  ;'  and  in  fummer  it  is  necefTa- 
TV  tt>  have  a  cofilinual""'  fm.oke  on  account  of 
the  rhufquetos  and  other  in  feds  \Vtth- which 
'.  tlie 
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tbe  wocxcts  abound.  '  The;:  fajiTie  defence  is 
iifed  for ,  the  .  cattk  ;  hnpkes  of  leaves  and 
bruilV  are,  made  in  the  paftures  where  they 
feed  by  day,  and  m  the  pens  where  they  are 
folded  by;  nighK.  P^eias  ;ftye ,.i)uiit  ata  fmnli 
diftance  f^oni  the  houfes,  of  the  bell:  ftones 
W^ich  Qa^i  bp  found,  cemented  and  plaii-tcred 
with  ,clay ;  or  lli;ft  earth-  iV^iy  of  thefc  Hrft 
effay s  in- '  houfekeep ingjj  fire .  to  be  met :  witJ;^ 
ill,  jhe  n;qwrp.la|Uations,  which  ferve"  to  lodge 
whole  la^^iUes,  jtiil  their  indullry.can  furnillij 
them  with  mat-erials,  for  a  wore  reguLir  ajid 
comfortable  boufe  j.  aiid-^i^l  ^.their.  land  is  lb 
well  cleared  as  that  a  prpp^r  Iiitiia.tion  -for  it 
can  be  chofen,  By  thqje;  nie-thods  of  Jiving, 
the  people  are  fiimiliarifed  to  hardlaips  ;  their 
children  are  qafiy  uftd  to  coarfe  iood  and  hard 
lodging;  ,4nd  tp.be  wit^iiout  (lioes  in  all  fealbns 
of  the  year'i§:fc4rcely  accounted  a  want*  By 
fuch  h^rd.fare,  and  the  labour-  which  accom- 
panies itf,  niany  young  n^euj  have,  railed  up 
fiiini iJics ,  Lind .  in; ;  a  few; ,- yieaFSi ; have  acquiied 
property , ..  ft/ljici^mt ,.  XQ:  .render  .  themfclycs 
imiependent'tlreehoJdersi ;  inland  J  t-hey. feel. all  the 
pride  and  iwpprtaneo  whith.ayiife- fronija.conr 
Ici.o.uihef'i  oif  ha.v jng:  wgllj^Ariwd^ their  tiiktos. 

1;  hey  ( halved  ^fb  beQin  -fttaiHloifciled  I  to  hc^ar 
their  partfnts.irdatQ  thQila^giTs  anjd  hardihips; 
^he  icenqs  :;<{>/, :bI()od  a,i)d.derolatian  , .through 
^^'bich  t"]ipy  aad;,thcir  I'.nceib^rs    have  paffed) 

and' 
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ittid  they  have  an  ambition  to  emulate  their 
liardy  virtues.  New-Hampfhire  may  there- 
fore be  conlidered  as  a  nurfery  of  ftern  hero- 
ifm  ;  producing  men  of  nrmnefs  and  valor  > 
who  can  traverfe  mountains  and  deferts,  en- 
counter hardfhips,  and  face  an  enemy  w^ithout 
terror.  Their  martial  fpirit  needs  only  op- 
portunity to  draw  it  into  action  ;  and  when 
properly  trained  to  regular  military  duty,  and 
commanded  by  officers  in  whom  they  can 
place  confidence,  they  form  a  militia  fully 
equal  to  the  defence  of  their  country. 

They  are  alfo  very  dextrous  in  the  ufe  of 
edge  tools,  and  in  applying  mechanical  powers 
to  the  elevation  and  removal  of  heavy  bodies. 
In  the  management  of  cattle  they  are  excelled 
by  none.  MoH:  of  their  labor  is  performed 
by  the  Iielp  of  oxen  j  horfes  are  feldom  em- 
ployed in  the  team  i  but  are  ufed  chiefly  in 
thefaddle,  or  in  the  winter  feafon,  infleighs. 

Land  being  eafily  obtained,  and  labour  of 
every  kind  being  familiar,  there  is  great  en- 
couragement to  population.  A  good  huf- 
bandman,  with  the  favings  of  a  icw  years,  can 
purchafe  new  land  enough  to  give  his  elder 
fons  a  fettlement,  and  aflift  them  in  clearing  a 
lot  and  building  a  hut  ;  after  which  they  foon 
learn  to  fupport  themfelves.  The  homeftead 
is  generally  given  to  the  youngeft  fon,  who 
provides  for  his  parents,  when  age  or  infirmi- 
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ty  incapacitates  them  for  labour.  An  unmar- 
ried man  of  thirty  years  old  is  rarely  to  be 
found  in  our  country  towns.  The  women 
are  grandmothers  at  forty,  and  it  is  not  un- 
common for  a  mother  and  daughter  to  have 
each  a  child  at  the  breafl:,  at  the  fame  time  ; 
nor  for  a  father,  fon  and  grandfon,  to  be  at 
work  together  in  the  fame  field.  Thus  popu- 
lation and  cultivation  proceed  together,  and 
a  vigorous  race  of  inhabitants  grows  up,  on 
a  foil,  which  labor  vies  with  nature  to  ren^ 
der  produdiivc. 

Thofe  perfons,  who  attend  chiefly  to  huf- 
bandry,  are  the  moft  thriving  and  fubllantial. 
Thofe  who  make  tlie  getting  of  lumber  their 
principal  bufinefs,  generally  work  hard  for  lit- 
tle profit.  This  kind  of  employment  inter- 
feres too  much  with  hufbandry.  The  bell 
feafon  for  fawing  logs  is  tlie  fpring,  when  the 
rivers  are  high ;  this  is  alfo  the  time  for 
ploughing  and  planting.  He  who  works  in 
the  faw-mill  at  that  time,  mull  buy  iiis  bread 
and  clothing,  and  the  hay  for  his  cattle,  with 
his  lumber ;  and  he  generally  anticipates  the 
profit  of  his  labor.  Long  credit  is  a  difad- 
vantagc  to  him  ;  and  the  too  free  indulgence 
of  fpirituous  liquor,  to  which  this  clafs  of 
people  are  much  addided,  hurts  their  health, 
their  morals  and  their  intcrelL  They  arc  ai- 
'vays  in  debt,   and  frequently  at  law.     Their 

families 
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famil ies  are  ill .  provided  witii^  ii^efTafieS ;  arid 
their  ^children  are  vvithout  edtication  or  morals: 
When  a  man  makes  >hufbandry  his  principal 
empldvmenti"  and  attends  to  hirnber  only  at 
fealbns  of  leifure  ;  and  can  afford  to  keep  it 
foramarket,  and  be  his  own  fad:Or,  theh  it 
becomes  profitable.'  The  profits  of  the  ofhef 
generally  goes  into  the  hands'  of  the  trader, 
who  fupplies  him  with  necefTarifesf  at  art  ad- 
vanced price,  and  keeps  him  iti  a  ftate  of  de- 
pendance.  :  • 

Where  hiifbandry  is  the  emploj^ment  of  the 
men,  domeftic  manufaftures  are  carried  ort  by 
the  women.  They  fpin  and  weave  their  own 
flax  and  wool ;  and  their  families  are  clad -in 
cloth  of  their  own  making.  The  people  of 
Londonderry,  and  the  towns  which  are  made 
iip  of  emigrants  from  it,  attend  largely  to  the 
maniifa(5ture  of  linen  cloth  and  thread,  and 
make  great  quantities'  for  fale'.  Thefe  people 
are  induftrioLis,  frugal  and  hofpitablc.  The 
men' are  fiinguine  and  robufl:.  The  Women 
are  of  lively  difpofltions,  and  the  native  whitcf 
and  red  complexion  of  Ireland  is  not  loft  in 
Neiv-Hampfliire.  *  The  town  is  much  in- 
*  debted  to  them  for  its  wealth- and  confe- 
*•  quence.**  '  ■' 

,?-trhe  people  of  New- Ham  pill  ire,  in  general, 
are  induftriou-s/aiid-alloW  themfelves  very  lit- 

*  ?»IS.  letter  oi:!i"  Rev,  Vv'iilir.::!  Mcrrifcn  cf  Londonderry. 
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tie   tjimQ  for   diver J(ion»     One  who  indulges, 
himfelf  inidlenel'sand  play,  is  lligmatifed  ac- 
cording to  his  demerit.      At  military  miirters, 
at  Judicial  Courts,  at  the  railing  o(  houies,  at 
the  V<;Wi)^hing  of  fliips, :  and!  at  the  ordination 
of  Mi|ii(l:(?rs,  which  arc  feafons  of  public  con- 
coiirftf,  tho  young  people  amulb    themlclves 
with  d,ancing.     In  fome  towns   they  have  a 
prad;ice,  at  Chrillmafs,  of  iliooting  geefc  for 
wagci:^  j  and  on  many  other  occafions,  the  di- 
verlion  of  firing  at  marks  is  very   common, 
and  has  an  excellent  effcd;  in   forming  young: 
men  to  a  dexterous  ufe  of  arms.  ,   The  time  of 
gat;hering  the  Indian  corn, is  always  a  ieafon  of 
fcilivity.     The  ears  are.  gathered  and  brought 
home  by.  day  ;  and   in  the  evening  a  company 
of  neighbours  join  in  hulking  them,  and  con- 
clude their  labor  with  a  fupper  and   a  dance. 
In  the  capital  towns  tliey  have  regular  aifem- 
blies  for  dancing;  and  fometimes  theatrical 
entertainments  tiave  been  given  by  the  young, 
gentlemen  ^nd  •  Mies»  : ;  ,In  PortfnK)Uti>,,  tJieFe 
is  as  «'twch  elegance  aiid  politencftj  of  manners, 
as  .in. any   of    the  capital    towns  of  New-; 
England.     It  is  often  yilited  by  Aran^ers,  who 
always  meet  with  a  friendly  and  holpi-table  re- 
ception, nibnfi,^  , 

The  free  indujgcnctji^pf  fpiritu-Qu^s.Jiqiiors,' 
has  been,  and  is  now,  o-ac  of  the  grcatcil  faulf* 
of  many  _p,t,  the,p^op|<p  pf  NcwtH^vrnpfhire  ^ 
efpcciuUy  in   the  neighbourhood  of  the  river 

Pa  feat  a  qua. 
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Pafcataqua,  and  Its  brandies,  and  whefevei"* 
the  buiinefs  of  getting  lumber  forms  the 
principal  employment  of  the  people.  If  the- 
reader  is  curious  to  form  an  eftimate  of  the 
quarjtity  of  diftilled  fpifits  confumed  in  the 
State,  he  may  fatisfy  himfelf,  partly  by  in- 
fpe(fling  the  Table  of  importation  ;  partly  by 
inquiring  the  number  of  barrels  of  Rum  man- 
ufactured at  the  only  diftil  houfe  in  the  State  ; 
partly  by  conlidering  the  quantity  tran-fport- 
ed  by  land  from  the  different  feaports  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  and  partly  by  knowing  *  the  allow- 
^  anee*  which  is  ufually  given  to  labouring  peo- 
ple in  the  neighbourhood  o-f  the  river  Pafcata- 
qua ;  and  which  is  abftinately  perfifted  in, 
notwithftandinof  the  remonftrances  and  en- 
deavours  of  fome  worthy  charaders  to  abol- 
ifh  it. 

In  travelling  up  the  country  it  affords  pleaf- 
Ure  io  obferve  the  various  articles  oi  produce 
and  riianu'fadure  coming  to  market  ;  but 
in  travelling  down  the  country,  it  is  equal- 
ly difguftful  to  meet  the  fame  teams  returning, 
loaded  with  cafks  of  rum,  along  with  fi(h, 
fait  and  other  neceffary  articks. 

Before  the  Revolution  it  was  cuftomary  ta 
give  drams  at  funerals,  and  in  fome  towns  tcr 
repeat  the  baneful  dofe  two  or  three  times. 
During  the  war,  a  fcarcity  of  materials  gave' 
opportunity  to  put  a  check  on  this  pernicious 

pradicc. 
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practice.     It   is   now   lefs  common  in  moft 
places,  and  in  fome  it  is  wholly  difufcd. 

Among  hiifbandmen,  cyder  is  their  com- 
mon drink.  Malt  liquor  is  not  fo  frequent- 
as  its  wholefomenefs  defcrves  ;  and  as  the  fa- 
cility with  which  barley  arid  hops  may  be  raif- 
edj  feems  to  require.  In  fome  of  the  new- 
towns  a  liquor  is  made  of  fpnicc  twigs,  boiled 
in  maple  fap,  which  is  extremely  pleafant. 
But  after  all,  there  are  no  perfons  more  robufl 
and  healthy,  than  thofe,  whofe  only  or  princi- 
pal drink  is  the  limple  clement,  with  which 
nature  has  univerfally  and  bountifully  fupplied 
this  happy  land. 


CHAP, 
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CvH:,  A    P.       XVI. 

Co^ijlitidion^    LaiVi\    Revenue  and  Miliiui* 

THE  form  of  government,  eftabliflied  in 
I '784,  is   founded  on  thefe  two  grand 
|)rinciples,   viz.    i.    That    '  the  people  have 

*  the  fole  and  exclulive.  right  of  governing 

*  themfelves,   as  a  free,   fovcreign  and  inde- 

*  pendent  State  ;  exercifing  and  enjoying  eve- 
'  ry  power,  jurifdic5lion  and  right  pertaining 

*  thereto,  w^hich  is  not,  or  may   not  hereafter 

*  be  by  them  exprefsly  delegated  to  the  United 

*  States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  aiTembled.* 
And  2.    That    '  the  three  eflential  powers   of 

*  government,  the  legiilativc,  executive  and 
'  judicial  ought  to  be  kept  as  feparate  from, 

*  and  independent  of  each  other,  as  the  nature 
'  of  a  free  government  will  admit  ;  or  as  is- 
'  confident   with   that    chain    of    connexion 

*  v/hich  binds  the  whole  flibric/ 

The  rights  of  the  people  are  particularly 
declared  in  thirty-eight  articles  prefixed  to  the 
form  of  government.  The  objedls  of  this 
declaration  are  perlonal  freedom,  the  fecurity 
of  property,  and  the  peace  and  order  oi  hu- 
man fociety. 

By 
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By  this  conftitution,  the  Icgijhtive  power 
is  vefted  in  a  General  Court,  confifting  of 
a  Senate  and  houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  each  of 
which  has  a  negative  upon  the  other.  The 
Senate  confifts  of  twelve  perfons  chofen  by 
the  feveral  counties  in  the  following  propor- 
tions ;  five  for  Rockingham  ;  two  for  Strat- 
ford; two  for  Hillll:)orough;  two  forChelhire, 
and  one  for  Grafton.  But  the  General  Court 
may  divide  the  State  into  different  diftridts,  and 
ailign  the  number  of  Senators,  in  proportion 
to  the  public  taxes,  paid  by  each  diftridt.  The 
Senate,  therefore,  may  be  confidered  as  repre- 
fcnting  tXiQ  property  of  the  State. 

The  qualifications  of  a  Senator  are  thefe* 
He  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age  ;  he  mud  have 
been  reddent  in  the  State  for  {qw&\\  vears ;  and 
at  the  time  of  his  eled:ion,  mufb  be  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  diftrid:  for  which  he  is  chofen  ; 
he  muft  pofTefs  in  his  ov/n  right,  a  freehold  of 
two  hundred  pounds  vrilue,  within  the  State, 
and  he  muft  be  of  the  proteftant  religion. 

The  number  of  the  houfe  of  Represent- 
atives is  not  limited  ;  but  the  principles  on 
which  it  is  profeiTcdly  regulated,  are  papula- 
tion and  equality.  Every  town  containing  150 
rateable  polls  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  may 
elect  one  reprefcntativc.  Every  town  con- 
taining 450  may  choofe  two  ;  the  mean  in- 
'creafing  number  for  every  reprefentative  be- 
S  2  inor 
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ing  300.  This  proportion  is  laid  to  be  *  as 
*  equal  as  circumftances  will  admit.*  Towns 
which  have  Icfs  than  150  polls,  are  generally 
clafled  for  the  choice  of  a  reprefentative. 

The  qualifications  of  a  reprefentative  are 
two  years' habitancy;  an  eftate  of  ^100,  one 
half  of  which  is  a  freehold  in  the  town  he  rep- 
re  fonts  ;  adual  relidence  ivithin  the  fame,  and 
a  profeflion  of  the  proteftant  religion. 

Money  bills  originate  in  the  houfeof  Repre- 
ibntatives  ;  but  may  be  amended  by  the  Sen- 
ate. Impeachments  are  made  by  the  houfe, 
and  tried  by  the  Senate.  The  journals  of 
both  houfes  are  printed  j  and  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  any  one  member,  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  any  queftion  are  taken  and  entered  on  the 
journals. 

The  executive  power  is  veiled  in  a  Pres- 
ident and  Council.  The  President  is 
annually  eled:ed  by  the  people  in  the  fame 
town-meetings  where  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
fentatives  are  chofen ;  but  if  there  be  not  a 
majority  in  favour  of  one  perfon,  the  eledtion 
is  made  by  the  General  Court.  The  Repre- 
fentatives  tiominate  two  out  of  the  perfons  who 
have  the  highefl:  number  of  votes,  of  which 
two,  the  Senate  by  ballot,  eledt  one  to  be  Preli- 
dent  for  the  year. 

The  qualifications  of  the  Prefident  arcthefe. 
He  muft  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  State 

for 
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for  feven  years  next  preceding  b.is  elec- 
tion ;  he  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age;  he  mufl 
have  an  eltate  of  /.500  vakie,  one  half  of 
which  is  a  freehold  within  the  State,  and  he 
mud:  profefs  the  protcftant  religion. 

The  Prefidcnt  of  the  State  is  alfo  Prefident 
of  the  Senate  ;  having  an  equal  vote  in  legifla- 
tion  with  any  other  member,  and  a  cafting  vote 
in  cafe  of  an  equal  division 

The  Council  confifts  of  five  pcrfons,  of 
whom  two  arc  chofcn  out  of  the  Senate  and 
three  out  of  the  Rcprefentatives,  by  the  joint 
ballot  of  both  houfes.  Their  qualifications 
are  the  fmie  as  thofe  of  Senators. 

Rcprefentatives  to  Congress  are  chofen  bv 
the  inhabitants  in  towri  meetings,  and  the 
votes  of  each  town  are  returned  to  the  Secreta- 
ry*s  office  and  laid  before  the  General  Court. 
Thofe  who  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  are 
declared  dul)^  elcded  ;  but  if  there  be  a  defici- 
ency, the  General  Court  make  a  lili  of  fuch 
perfons  as  have  the  highefl:  numl:>er  of  votes, 
equal  to  double  the  number  wanting  ;  this 
lift  is  fent  to  the  towns,  and  out  of  it  they 
make  the  choice.  The  votes  then  are  returned 
as  before  ;  and  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  have 
the  higheft  number  are  eleded.  If  there  be 
an  equality  it  is  decided  by  the  Secretary,  who 
draws  one  of  the  two  names. 

In 
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In  cafe  of  a  vacancy,  in  the  reprefentation  of 
the  State  in  Congrefs,  the  votes  are  taken  in 
the  fame  mannner,  and  returned  to  the  Prefi- 
dent  and  Council. 

By  the  conftitution. gf  the  United  States,  the 
number  of  Reprefentatives  to  Congrefs  is 
three.  But  according  to  the  late  cenfus  and 
the  determination  of  Congrefs  that  one  Repre- 
sentative (hall  be  chofen  for  every  30,000  in- 
habitants, the  State  at  the  next  eledion  will 
be  entitled  to  fix. 

The  number  of  Electors  for  the  Prefi- 
dent  and  Vice  Prelident  of  the  United  States 
J.S  five  j  who  are  chofen  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  Reprefentatives  to  Congrefs.  The  two 
Senators  in  Congrefs  are  chofen  by  the 
General  Court. 

The  Secretary,  Treafurer  and  Commiffary 
General  of  the  State,  are  chofen  by  the  Gener- 
al Court.  County  Treafurers  and  Recorders 
of  deeds,  by  the  people  in  town  meetings; 
the  votes  are  returned  to  the  Courts  of  Seilions, 
and  the  perfon  who  has  the  higheft  number  of 
votes  is  declared  e]e6led  j  but  in  cafe  of  an 
equality,  the  Juftices  prefent  determine  the 
choice.  Clerks  of  courts  are  appointed  by 
the  Juftices,  and  no  clerk  can  be  of  council 
to  the  parties. 

The  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  i§  as  fol- 
lows : 

*I,AB, 
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'I,  A  B,  do  truly  and  lincerely  acknowl- 
'  cd.^€,  profcfs,  tcilify  and  declare,  that  the  Stat(? 
'  of  Ne vv-Han-iplkire  is  and  of  right  otiglu  tu  .- 

*  bea  free,  lovereign  and   independent   State; 

*  and  do  fvvcar  that  I  will  beax  fahli  and.  triic. 

*  allegiance  to  the  fame  ;  and  tk^t;  I  \mII  (^Q* 

*  deavoiir  to  defend  it  againil   all  treacheroiis 

*  confpiracies  and  hoitilc  atten-ijjyt?  ■  w;hiUever,j 

*  And  I  do  further  teiiifyand  d(^€lare  jjiat   no 

*  man  or  body.-  of  men  hath  or,  cap  have-j-^i 

*  right  to  abibive  me  from   the  obiigfitipn   of 

'  this  oath-,  declaraiionorafiirmation  ;  andtliat; 
*i  do  piake  this  acknowledgmfii.it,..pjrQl:cirioi\,;- 

*  t^jjinwny  and  ikckr^tion,  i^onelllyand  trUfy 

*  i)fi-;  according  to.  the  jcomnion  acceptation  .9i:•• 

*  the  foregoing  words^  without  any  equivota-; 

*  tit>r|^   iTK:ntal   cyalion,  or   fccret   refervation 

*  whaifcever.     So  help  me  GOD.' 

.,Thp  t^nad-ing  flyle  is    *  By  the,  Seiia,te  ami? 

*  Houfe  of  Reprcfcntatives  in  Q^jienai  CjOi^t^ 
•alTembled.*     All   indiclments  avi4  informa- 
tijoivs  cqnclude   *  againft  the  peace. ^^n^.dj^nitV 

*  of  4:li(e  State.*     .-  -jl    ari)    -- 

The  fcai  of  the  State  is,  a  field  encom polled 
with  laurels ;  on  t)>e  field,  a  Ihip  on  tli^ 
ilocks  with  Amcricaii' colours  flying:,  and  a 
pine  tree  fallen »  In  tiic  back  groinid,  a  riiin^g 
fun  and  a  view  of  the  ocean.  The  legend 
round  the  field  is  in  thefe  words :  SiG  i  llum 
REiPUBLicii:  ?\r>o  Hantoniensis,   1784. 

All 
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All  Judges,  Sheriffs,  Recorders  of  deeds, 
the  Attorney  and  CommiiTciry-General,  Secre- 
tary, Treafiirer  and  continental  military  offi- 
cers, the  Prefident,  Profellbrs  and  Inftrudiors 
of  colleges,  and  officers  of  the  cuiloms  are 
incapable  of  having  a  feat  in  the  legillatiirc. 

All  judicial  officers  hold  their  places  during 
good  behaviour  ;  but  are  removeable  on  the 
addrefs  of  both  houfeg  of  legiflature,  by  the 
Prelident,  with  confent  of  the  Council. 

No  perfon  is  capable  of  holding  more  than 
two  offices  of  profit  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  no 
judge  of  the  fuperior  court  can  hold  any  oth- 
er office  than  that  of  juflice  of  the  peace,  nor 
receive  any  penfion'  or  falary  from  any  other 
State  or  power  whatever. 

To  preferve  ^n  adherence  to  the  principles 
oi  the  conftitution,  and  to  make  fuch  altera- 
tions as  experience  may  render  necelTary,  pro- 
viiion  was  made,  that  at  the  end  of  feven^ 
years,  a  convention  (hould  be  called  to  revife 
the  form  of  government.  The  year  1791 
being  the  feventh  year,  a  Convention  was 
called,  and  is  now  fubiifHng  by  adjournment. 
Any  alteration  which  may  be  propofed  by 
them  mui^  be  *  laid  belore  the  towns  and 
♦  approved  by  two  thirds  of  the  qualified  vot- 
ers prefent,'  bei'ore  it  can  be  eftablilhed. 
'  The  judicial  department  confifts  of,  ift.  A 
SiiPERioR  Court,   in  which  a  Chief  Juliice 

prefides, 
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prefides,  and  three  other  Juflices  aflifl.  This 
court  has  cognilance  ot  high  crimes  and  mii- 
demeanors.  It  receives  appeals  from  the  in- 
ferior courts  and  courts  of  probate,  and  de- 
termines caufes  of  marriage,  divorce  and  ali- 
rfiony.  It  has  two  circuits  in  a  vear,  through 
the  feveral  counties.  2d.  An  Inferior 
Court  in  each  county,  where  civil  acftions  ot 
a  certain  value  originate  ;  but  no  crimin?.! 
caufes  are  tried.  This  court  has  four  Julli- 
ces^,  and  is  holden  four  times  in  a  year.  3d.  A 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace, 
holden  in  each  county  the  fame  week  as  the 
inferior  courts.  It  confills  of  the  Jullices  of 
the  peace  in  the  county.  It  has  cognifance  of 
fmaller  crimes  and  breaches  of  the  peace  ;' 
and  takes  care  of  various  occalional  and  pru- 
dential matters.  4th.  A  Court  of  Probate 
of  wills  in  each  countv  holden  onco  in  n. 
month  bv  one  Judge  aihfted  by  a  Regiflcr, 
This  court  has  ccgnilance  of  all  matters  rela- 
tive to  the  fettlement  and  defcent  of  eflates, 
teftate  or  inteilate  ;  the  care  of  widows  and 
orphans,  idiots  and  perlbns  inlane,  and  the 
management  of  confiicatcd  elbites. 

Civil  actions  of  more  than  ten  pounds  value 
are  brought  firfl:  betore  the  Inferior  Courts  ; 
from  the  judgement  of  which,  either  party 
may  appeal  to  the  Superior  Court ;  w  here  a 
pftw  trial   is  had  ;  and    if  cither  party   think 

himfelf 
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him  felt  aggrieved,  he  may  within  three  years- 
bring  a  writ  of  review,  and  have  anotliei?  trib- 
al the  lame  court,  which  is  final. 
-  In  all  thcic  courts,  cauies  are  determin?^ 
by  a  jury  of  twelve  freeholders  ;  who  arecho- 
fen  in  the  following  manner.  The  Sele^-- 
menot  the  feveral  towns  make  a  lift  of  the 
names  of  all  perfons  within  their  limits,  who 
HI  their  opinion  are  qualified,  and  have  an  el- 
tate  of  fifty  pouixis  value.  One  third  of  thefe 
names  are  put  into  one  box,  and  two  thirds 
into  another.  Out  of  the  former,  which  is; 
fiippofcd  to  contain  the  names  of  tbebeffe  qua!--; 
ified,  are  drawn  jurors  for  the  fuperior,,  OMboC^ 
the  other  for  the  inferior  court;.  This  is 
done  in  public  town  meeting,  by  the  town 
clerk,  or  one  of  the  feled:men ;  and  a  fum- 
mons  having  been  previoully  fent,  by  the  con- 
ftable,  to  the  perfons  thus  chofen,  their  names 
are  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  court.'  Grand 
jurors  are  alfo  chofen  by  the  inhabitants  af- 
fembled  in  town  meeting.  Before  the  year 
1 758,  jurors  were  appointed  by  the  llicriff  ac^ 
cording  to  the  cuftom  in  England. 

In  criminal  caulcs,  a  grand  jury  confifting 
of  any  number,  between  tvvelve  and  twenty- 
four,  find  a  hill  pf  indiclilment  j  which  is  af- 
terward tried,  by  a  petit  jury  of  twelve,  who 
muft  be  unanimous  in  their  vcrdid.  In  the 
trial  of   criminals,  the   courts  proceed   with 

{^reat 
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great  tenderncfs.  The  fy«^cm  of  penal  laws 
is  mild.  Six  offences  only  av€  capital ;  arfon, 
burglary,  murder,  robbery,  fodomy  and 
tr^aibn.  During  the  lafl:  twenty-five  years, 
there  have  be-en  no  more  than  two!  capital  ex-» 
editions  in  the  State,  both  of  which  were  for 
murder. 

A  colle(5lion  of  the  laws  was  made  and 
printed  in  1 771,  to  which  were  prefixed  the 
.comrnillions  of  Prcfident  Cutts,  and  of  the 
then  Governor ;  and  feveral  ad:s  of  Parliament 
which  related  to  the  colonies  were  intermixed, 
'yhe  laws  made  after  the  revolution  were 
prifited  in  1780.  To  tliis  edition  was  prefix- 
?ed  the  temporary  conftitution  during  the 
war  ;  and  fubfcqucnt  ad:s  vvxre  printed  in  a 
/imijar  page  till  the  year  i  789,  when  a  new 
edition  was  printed  containing  the  perpetual 
laws,  paffed  fince  the  revolution.  To.thij 
edition  is  prefixed  the  prefent  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  bill  ot  rights.  Another  and 
moi*e  perfed:  edition  is  now  in  the  prefs. 

It  is  difiicult  for  any  perfon,  but  one  whofe 
profellional  bufinei's  leads  him  to  a  ,prad:icaj[ 
acquaintance  with  the  laws,  to  give  st  juftand 
comprcheniive  view  ot  the  whole  fyilem;  dif- 
perfed  as  it  is  in  feveral  books,  and  many 
loofe  papers  ;  fome  of  which  are  confeiTed  to 
be  impcriei::!:.  Such  particulars  as  can  be  fup- 
|>oled  of  any  importance,  to  ncrfons  not  reiid- 
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ing  in  the  State,  fliall  be  briefly  mentioned. 
The  inhabitants  may  eafily  obtain  more  exadt 
information. 

Conveyance  of  real  eftate  is  made  by 
deeds  (igned,  feialed  and  acknowledged  before  a 
jufbicc  of  the  peace,  and  recorded  in  the  ofliice 
of  county  regiller.  A  conveyance  is  not  valid 
againil  any  other  perfon  but  the  grantor,  un- 
lefs  it  be  thus  acknowledged  and  recorded. 
Powers  of  attorney,  by  which  a  conveyance  is 
made,  and  affidavits  in  perpetuam  rei  memoriam 
may  alfo  be  recorded ;  and  a  copy  from  the 
record  is  legal  evidence. 

Debts,  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  value, 
may  be  recovered  before  a  fingle  juftice  of  the 
peace;  v/homay  grant  a  rule  to  refer  the  fame 
to  perfons  mutually  chofen,  and  upon  their 
reward  rnay  enter  judgment  and  iiTue  execu- 
tion. If  a  debtor  confefs  before  a  juftice  a 
debt  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  a  record  is 
made,  and  execution  is  ifTued  or  ftayed  by  con- 
fent  of  the  parties.  Mutual  debts  and  execu- 
tions may  be  fet  off  againft  each  other,  and 
the  balance,  if  any,  may  be  levied  by  the  fher- 
iff.  Prifoners  for  debt  are  allowed  a  cham- 
ber in  the  jailor^s  houfe,  and  liberty  of  the 
yard.  They  may  employ  themfelves  in  the 
biifmefs  of  nail-making,  the  materials  for 
which  are  provided  by  the  county  ;  and  the 
labourer  is  allowed  one  fourth  part  of  the  nails 
;.."  which 
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which  he  makes.  If  he  make  oath  that  he  is 
not  worth  more  than  fix  pounds  and  one  fuit 
of  clothes,  he  maybe  difcharged  from  con- 
finement ;  but  not  from  his  obHgation  to  the 
creditor. 

Criminal  prifoners  may  be  fentenced  by  the 
courts  to  make  nails  ;  which  are  to  be  taken 
in  payment  of  the  tines,  damages  or  coils  to 
which  they  are  by  law  fubjed:ed  for  their  of- 
fences. 

Estates  may  be  dcvifed  by  will,  attefted 
and  fubfcribed  in  the  prefence  of  three  witneiT- 
cs.  Pofthumous  children,  and  children  for 
whom  no  legacy  is  devifed  in  the  will  of  the 
parent,  have  the  fame  right  in  the  eftate,  as  if 
the  devifor  had  died  inteflate.  Probate  of 
wills  muft  be  made  within  thirty  days  ;  and 
executors  muft  give  bond,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  duty  Divifion  of  eftates  is  or- 
dered by  the  judge  of  probate,  on  the  applica- 
tion ot  the  heirs  ;  and  where  an  eftate  lies  in 
common  with  others,  partition  is  made  by  the 
fame  authority. 

Estates  intestate  defcend  in  f^ua/ 
Ihares,  to  children  or  their  legal  reprefenta- 
tives,  and  the  dower  to  widows.  Perfonal 
eftate  is  liable  for  debts  ;  and,  if  infufficient, 
real  eftate  is  alfo  chargeable  ;  provifion  to  be 
firft  made  for  the  widow  out  of  the  perfonal 
eftate,     by     the    judge.     Adminiftration    is 

granted 
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granted  to  the  widow,  or  next  of  kin,  or  td 
both,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  judge,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  deceafe  ;  and  if  the  wid- 
ow or  next  of  kin  negledl  or  refiife  to  adminif- 
ter,  then  letters  of  adminiilration  may  be 
granted,  to  one  or  more  of  the  principal  cred- 
itors, upon  giving  bond  with  fureties.  The 
judge  alfo  appoints  guardians  for  minors  and 
perfons  noH  co7?jpos,  and  reprefentatives  for 
abfent  heirs . 

The  hufband  during  his  life  is  heir  to  his 
wife  as  tenant  by  courtefy. 

If  creditors  living  within  the  State  negle<5t 
to  exhibit  demands  beyond  two  years,  or  liv- 
ing without  the  State,  beyond  three  years,  af- 
ter a  will  be  proved  or  adminiil:ration  be  taken, 
the  debt  is  extinguilhed. 

Executors  and  adminiflrators  are  exempt 
from  perfonal  arrefts,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  wafte 
and  embezzelment. 

Estates  insolvent  are  diftribu ted  in  av- 
erage among  creditors,  by  commiili oners  ap- 
pointed by  the  judge  of  probate.  The  rever- 
lion  of  widow's  dower  is  fubjefted  to  the 
payment  of  debts  ;  and  may  be  fold  as  the 
reif  of  the  eftate. 

Proprietors  of  lands,  holden  in  common^ 
and  undivided,  may  agree  upon  methods  of 
calling  proprietary  meetings ;  but  where  no 
particular  mode  hath  been  agreed  on,  the  own- 

er.< 
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^rs  of  one  fixteenth  part  of  the  whole  interefl 
niay  obtain  a  warrant,  from  a  jullice  of  the 
peace,  to  call  a  meeting  ;  which  warrant  miift 
be  printed  in  the  New-Hamplhire  gazette. 
The  fhare  of  every  proprietor  is  charged  with 
the  payment  ot  any  fuu^s,  voted  at  a  legal 
meeting,  and  of  all  public  taxes.  The  collec- 
tors have  a  right  to  fell  the  ll\ares  for  noii 
payment  ;  relerving  to  the  proprietor,  liberty 
of  redemption,  within  two  months, 

TrefpalTers  on  common  lands  arc  liable  to 
the  payment  of  heavy  fines,  if  convidled  on 
poiitive  proof  ;  but  when  circumltantial  evi- 
dence only  appears,  they  have  the  liberty  of 
clearing  themlelves  by  oath. 

Partition  of  common  lands  may  be  ordered 
by  the  jiuigc  of  probate  in  the  county  where 
the  kind  lies. 

Grants  of  land  cannot  be  forfeited  for  non- 
pertormance  of  conditions,  but  by  the  verdidt 
of  a  jury,  after  a  folcmn  hearing  in  the  fupc- 
rior  court,  at  the  profecution  of  the  attorney- 
general.  After  a  verdidt  of  forfeiture,  the 
judges  have  a  power  of  chancery,  in  favor  of 
individual  grantees. 

The  dimenfions  of  the  different  kinds  of 
Lumber  arc  regulated  by  law.  Surveyors 
were  formerly  chofcn  by  the  towns  ;  but  arc 
now  appointed  by  the  Prefident  and  Council, 
at    thofc   places  where    luml^er  i<  delivered. 

The 
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The  penalty  for  delivering  or  receiving  lum-». 
ber  without  a  furvey,  is  a  forfeiture  of  one 
fourth  part. 

Marriages  were  formerly  folcmnifed,  by 
virtue  either  of  a  publiihment,  or  of  a  licence; 
from  the  Governor.  The  granting  of  thefe 
licences  was  accounted  part  of  the  royal  pre- 
rogative ;  but  this  pradiice  ceafed  at  the 
revolution.  The  intention  of  the  parties  is 
now  uniformly  publifhed  three  times,  within 
the  tov\ns  where  they  re  fide.  Miniflers  of 
the  gofpel  and  juftices  of  the  peace  may  per- 
form the  marriage  ceremony,  within  the  limits 
of  the  county.  Any  other  perfon,  pre  fuming 
to  do  it,  is  fubjed:ed  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred 
pounds  j  faving  to  the  people  called  Quakers, 
their  peculiar  cuftom.  A  return  of  marriages 
is  made  to  the  town-clerks,  and  recorded. 

On  the  Sabbath,  all  unnecellliry  travell- 
ing, loitering  and  indecent  behaviour  are  for- 
bidden, under  certain  penalties.  Ty thing 
men  in  the  leveral  towns  are  to  fee  this  law 
executed. 

Slavery  is  not  prohibited  by  any  exprefs 
law.  Negroes  were  never  very  numerous  in 
Ncw-Hampiliire.  Some  of  them  purchafed 
their  freedom,  during  the  late  war,  by  ferv^ 
ing  three  years  in  the  army.  Others  have 
been  made  free  by  the  juftice  and  humanity  of 
their  maftcrs.    In  Mailachufetts,   they  are  all 

accounted 
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a(;cpunted  free,  by  the  iirfl  article  in  tlie  dec- 
laration  of  rights.      *  All  men  are  born   free 

*  and  equal.*  In  the  bill  of  rights  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  the  firft  article  is  expreffed  in 
thefe  words,   *  All  men  are  born  equally  free 

*  and  independent ;'  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
moft  perfons,  will  bear  the  fame  conilru6lion* 
But  others  have  deduced  from  it  this  inference, 
that  all  who  are  Sorn^  fince  the  conjlitution 
KQas  made,  are  free  ;  and  that  thofe  who 
were  in  flavery  before,  remain  {o  ftill.  For 
this  reafon,  in  the  late  cenfus,  the  blacks,  in 
Ncw-Hampfhire,  are  diftinguilhed  into  free 
and  flaves.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  apolo- 
gife  for  this  inconfillency.  However,  the 
condition  of  moll  oi  thofe  who  are  called 
flaves,  is  preferable  to  that  of  many  who  are 
free  in  the  neighbouring  State.  They  are 
better  provided  with  nccciTaries  ;  their  labour 
is  not  more  ievere  than  that  of  the  white  peo- 
ple in  general ;  and  they  are  equally  under 
the  prolcdion  of  the  law.* 

Slitting  and  rolling  mills  foT  iron,  linfeed 
oyl  mills,  and  fail  cloth  manufadories,  are  ex- 
empted from  taxes  for  ten  years, 

Flax- 

*  By  a  law  made  in  Ihe  4th  of  George  I.  and  ftill  in  force, 
it  is  cnaftcd  ;  '  that  if  any  man  fmite  out  the  eye  or  tooth  of  his 
'  man  fcrvant  or  maid  fervant,   or  otherwifc  maim  and  disfig- 

*  urc  them,  he  fhall  let  him  or  her  go  free  from   his   fervicc  ; 

*  and  fliall  allow  fuch  further  rccompcnfe  as  the  court  of  quar- 
*ter  fclfions  fliall  adjudge.  Alfo,  that  if  any  perfon  kill  his 
*  Indian  or  negro  fcrvant,  he  fhall  be  puniPucd  with  death.-* 

T 
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Flax-feed  is  put  up  in  cafks  of  feven  bulli- 
els,  or  three  bufhels  and  a  half.  Infpedtors 
of  flax-feed,  and  of  pot  and  pearl-afhes,  arc 
appointed  by  the  prelid&nt  and  council,  who 
are  to  examine  the  contents  of  each  calk,  and 
brand  it  for  exportation. 

Ever}'  townlhip  in  New-Hampfliirc  is  a  dif- 
tind:  corporation,  having  a  power  of  choofing 
all  town  officers,  which  are  named  in  the  laws, 
and  of  railing  money  by  taxes  for  the  fupport 
of  minifters,  Ichools,  bridges,  highways,  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor,  and  other  public  pur- 
pofes.  Three  or  five  Selectmen  are  annual- 
ly chofen  in  each  town,  who  are  entrufl:ed  with 
its  general  concerns,  and  are  commonly  flyled 
Fathers  of  the  towriy  a  name  expreffive  of 
their  prudential  characler,  and  of  the  confidence 
which  is  repofed  in  them   by  the  people. 

Before  the  afTumption  of  the  State  debts  by 
the  Congrefs,  the  public  revenue  of  the  State 
arofe  from  three  fources  ;  an  impofl,  an  ex- 
cife,  and  a  tax  upon  polls  and  eftates.  Since 
the  alTumption,  the  two  former  are  levied  by 
the  general  government  throughout  the  union. 
The  fum  allowed  to  be  received  in  the  cer- 
tiiicates  of  New-Hamplhire,  is  three  hundred 
thouland  dollars.  If  this  whole  fum  be  fub- 
fcribed,  the  domeftic  debt  of  the  State  will  be 
reduced  to  a  trifle  ;  but  whether  New-Hamp- 
fhire  be  a  debtor  or  a  creditor  State,  cannot  be 
known  till  a  final  adjuftmcnt  of  the  public  ac- 
counts 
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tounts  be  made,   by  the  commiifioners   ap- 
pointed by  Congrefs. 

Taxation  by  polls  and  eftates,  is  condudted 
in  the  following  manner.  Once  in  feveral 
years,  an  ad:  is  palled  by  the  General  Court, 
fpecifying  the  proportion  which  each  town 
ihall  pay  to  one  thoufand  pounds.  When 
any  fum  is  voted  for  a  State  tax,  each  town 
immediately  knows  its  proportion,  and  a  war- 
rant is  ilTued  from  the  treafurer  to  the  feled:- 
men  to  levy  it.  They  then  proceed  to  tax 
every  inhabitant,  by  an  invoice  of  rateable  cf- 
tate,  which  is  taken  annually  in  the  month  of 
April. 

In  this  invoice,   every  niale  poll  between 
eighteen  and  feventy  years  of  age,  is  ellimated 
at  ten  fliillings.     The  feveral  kinds  of  ratea- 
ble eftate,  are  eflimated  as  follows,  viz. 
Horfes  and  oxen  of  five  years  old  at  3yC 
Cows  of  five  years  old  if. 

Horfes  and  cattle  of  four  years  ijd 

Ditto  of  three  years  \f. 

Ditto  of  two  years  6</. 

Orchard  land  per  acre  iy6 

Arable      ditto  \f. 

Mowing   ditto  ij\ 

Pafture      ditto  ^d. 

Mills,  wharves  and  ferries  at  one  twelfth 
part  of  the  neat  yearly  income.  All  other 
buildings,  and  all  uncultivated  land  at  half  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  real  value. 

T  i  Stock 
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Stock  in  trade  according  to  its  real  value. 

Money  at  intereft,  at  three  fourths  of  one 
per  cent. 

If  any  perfon  refufe  to  give  an  invoice  of 
his  rateable  eftate,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  fe- 
ledlmen  *  to  fet  down  to  fuch  perfon  as  much 
'  as  they  judge  equitable,  by  way  of  doomage  ; 
*  from  which  there  is  no  appeal.' 

County  taxes  are  laid  by  the  juftices  of  the 
'quarter  fefTion,  and  the  county  treafurer  iffues 
his  warrant  to  each  town,  fpecifying  its  pro- 
portion. 

Town  taxes  are  either  voted  by  the  inhabit- 
ants in  town  meetings,  or  laid  by  the  feledt- 
men,  at  their  difcretion. 

Every  townchoofes  one  or  more  colled:ors, 
to  whom  the  feveral  tax  bills  are  committed, 
with  fufficient  warrant  to  take  property  by 
diftraint,  or  commit  delinquents  to  prifon. 

The  State  tax  for  the  year  1790,  amounted 
to  ^^1050,  of  w^hich  the  feveral  counties  paid 
the  following  proportions. 


Rockingham 

^ 

J49     I 

Strafford 

165   19 

/ 

Hilllborough 

266  15 

10 

Chelhire 

181    13 

1 1 

Grafton 

85   15 

Locations 

c 

14 

8 

1050 

B^ 
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■  By  the  conflitution,  thcPrefident  is  captain 
general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  mihtia. 
In  his  mihtary  character  he  ads  \yithout  the 
advice  of  the  executive  council^  excepting 
when  be  grants  commiflions  for  executing 
martial  law. 

The  Preiident  and  Council  appoint  general 
and  field  ollicers  of  the  militia.  Major  Gene- 
rals appoint  their  Aids,  and  Brigadiers  their 
Majors  of  brigade.  Field  officers  recommend 
Captains  and  ihbalterns  to  the  Prefident,  from 
whom  they  receive  their  commillions.  Com- 
manding officers  of  regiments  conftitute  Adju- 
tants and  Quarter-mailers  ;  Captains  and  lu- 
balterns  appoint  their  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cers. 

AH  able  bodied  men  from  fifteen  to  forty 
years  of  age,  are  enrolled  in  the  training  band  ; 
excepting  members  of  Congrefs  and  the  legif- 
lature ;  civil  officers;  clergymen;  deacons; 
churcli  wardens ;  inlliructors,  graduates  and 
iludents  of  colleges  and  academies ;  fchool- 
mafters  ;  quakcrs ;  fclecftmen ;  commiffioned 
officers  and  non-commiffioned  officers  of  more 
thirty-five  years  of  age ;  Ihip  mailers ;  phyfi- 
cians  and  furgeons ;  ferrymen ;  millers ;  In- 
dians, negroes  and  mulattoes. 

Each  regiment  has  one  colonel,  one  lieuten- 
ant colonel,  and  two  majors.  Each  company 
coniiils  as  nearly  as    may   be   of  fixty-eight 

rank 
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rank  and  file;  commanded   by  one  captain, 
two  lieutenants,  and  one  enfign. 

Men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  from  forty 
to  fixty  years  of  age,  and  who  are  exempted 
from  the  training  band,  are  called  the  alarm 
lifl ;  excepting  members  of  Congrefs,  and  the 
legiilature,  clergymen,  officers  and  ftiidents  of 
colleges  and  academies,  quakers,  ferrymen, 
indians,  negroes  and  muiattoes.  Thefe  are 
formed  into  companies  ;  the  officers  are  eled:- 
jed  by  the  companies,  and  havp  the  rank  of  field 
officers . 

By  the  mihtia  law,  every  non-commiffioned 
pfficer  and  private,  both  of  the  alarm  lift  and 
training  band,  is  to  have  in  readinefs  a  muf- 
quet  and  bayonet,  with  all  th  enecefTary  appen- 
dages, accoutrements  and  ammunition,  fuitablc 
for  a  marphing  foldier.  The  training  band  is 
to  be  muftcred  four  times,  and  the  alarm  lift 
twice  in  ^  year. 

Courts  martial  are  inftituted  for  the  trial  of 
difobedience  and  other  offences.  In  time  of 
invafion  or  of  war,  draughts  are  made  fronii 
the  militia,  unlefs  a  fufficient  number  appear 
as  volunteers,  which  is  generally  the  cafe. 
The  forces  when  drawn  into  adtual  fervice  are 
fubjeded  to  the  regulations  of  the  late  conti- 
nental army. 

The  militia  at  prefent  is  formed  into  twenty 
fjye  regiments  of  infantry,  which  are  divided 

into 


N  E  W.  H  A  M  P  S  H  I  R  E.      287 

into  five  brigades ;  three  regiments  of  caval- 
ry, which  make  another  brigade ;  one  inde- 
pendent corps  of  Hght  horfe;  and  one  regi- 
ment of  artillery. 

The  ftaff  confifts  of  one  captain-general, 
two  major-generals ;  fix  brigadier-generals ; 
one  adjutant-general,  and  one  com mifiary  gen- 
eral. 

The  forces  of  the  ftate  are  computed  as 
follows  : 

Twenty-five  regiments  of  training 'i     q 
band  at  750  each  J  ^    75® 

Total  of  the  alarm  lift  7500 

Three  regiments,  and  one  indepen- 


dent corps  of  cavalry 


} 


1000 


One  regiment  of  artillery  300 

Total    27550 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XVIL 

Bducatio?j^    Literature  J    'Religion, 

THE  old  laws  of  New-Hampfliire  requirr 
ed  every  town  of  one  hundred  families 
io  keep   a   grammar  fchool ;  by   which  was 
meant  a  fchool  in  which  the  learned  languages 
fhould   be  taught,   and  youth  might  be  pre^ 
pared   for    admillion    to    a    univerlity.     The 
lame  preceptor  was  obliged  to  teach  reading, 
\vriting    and    arithmetic  ;    unlefs   the   town 
were  of  fufficient  ability  to  keep  two  or  more 
.fchools,  one  ot  which  was  called  a  grammar 
-fchool  by  way  of  diftintflion.    Formerly,  when 
there  were   but    few  towns,  much  better  care 
was   taken  to    obfervc   the    law   concerning 
fchools  than  after   the  fettlements  were  mul- 
tiplied; but  there  never  was  uniform  attention 
paid  to  this   important  matter  in  all  places. 
Some  towns  were  diftinguillied  for  their  careful- 
nefs,  and  others  for  their  negligence.     When 
the  leading  men  in  a  town   were   thcmfelves 
perfons  of  knowledge  and  wifdom,  they  would 
provide  the  means  of  inftrudtion  for  children  ; 
but  where  the  cafe   >vas  otherwife,  methods 
were  found  to  evade  the  law.     The  ufual  way 
pf  doing  this,   was  to  engage  fome  perfon    to 

keep 
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keep  a  fchool,  f«r  a  few  weeks  before  the 
court  term,  and  difcontinue  it  fooii  after.  It 
was  the  intercft  of  ignorant  and  unprincipled 
men,  to  difcourage  literature  ;  becaufe  it  would 
detradl  from  their  importance,  and  expofc 
them  to  contempt.  The  people  in  fome  pla- 
ces, being  thus  mifled,  thought  it  better  to 
keep  their  children  at  work,  than  provide 
Schools  for  their  inftruclion. 

Several  inftances  occur  in  the  public  records, 
as  far  back  as  the  year  1 722,  jufl:  at  the  begin- 
ning of  an  Indian  war  ;  that  the  frontier  towns 
petitioned  the  aflfembly,  for  a  fpecial  ad:,  to 
exempt  them  from  the  obligation  to  maintain; 
a  grammar  fchool,  during  the  war.  The  in- 
dulgence was  granted  them,  but  only  on  this 
condition,  *  that  they  fliould  keep  a  fchool  for 
*  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,'  to  which 
all  towns  of  fifty  families  were  obliged.  In  later 
times  the  condud:  of  the  fame  towns  has  been, 
veiy  different.  During  the  late  war  with 
Britain,  not  only  thofc,  but  many  other  towns, 
large  and  opulent,  and  far  removed  from  any 
danger  by  the  enemy,  were,  for  a  great  part  ot 
the  time,  deftitute  of  any  piiblic  fchools ;  not 
only  without  applying  to  the  legiflature  for 
■pcrmiilion ;  but  contrary  to  the  exprefs  re- 
quirements of  law,  and  not  withftanding  courts 
pf  jiiflice  were  frequently  holden,  and  grand 
jupors  folemnly  fworn  and  charged  to  prefcnt 
^  '  all 
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all  breaches  of  law,  and  the  \\4nt  of  fchools  in 
particular.  This  negligence  was  one  among 
many  evidences  of  a  moft  unhappy  proftration 
^f  morals  during  that  period.  It  afforded  a 
melancholy  profped:  to  the  friends  of  fcience, 
and  of  virtue  ;  and  excited  fome  generous  and 
philanthropic  pcrfons  to  devife  other  methods 
of  education. 

Among  thefe  the  Honourable  John  Phil- 
lips, Efq.  of  Exeter,  was  the  firft  to  diftin- 
guifh  himfelf,  by  founding  and  endowing  a 
feminary  of  learning  in  that  town ;  which,  in 
the  year  1 781 ,  was  by  an  ad:  of  aflembly  in- 
corporated by  the  name  of  *  Phillips's  Exeter 
'  academy.*  It  is  placed  under  the  infpedion 
of  a  board  of  truftees ;  and  is  governed  by  a 
preceptor  and  an  affiftant.  In  this  academy 
are  taught  the  learned  languages,  the  princi- 
ples of  geography,  aftronomy,  mathematics, 
and  logic ;  befides  writing,  mufic,  compofi- 
tion  and  oratory.  Particular  attention  is  giv- 
en to  the  morals  of  the  ftudents  and  their  in- 
flrudion  in  the  principles  of  natural  and  re- 
vealed religion,  and  tlie  excrcifes  of  piety  and 
virtue.  The  fund  belonging  to  this  inftitu-r 
tion,  is  valued  at  nearly  ten  thoufand  pounds. 
About  one  fifth  part  of  this  fund,  lying  in 
lands,  is  at  prefent  unprodudive ;  but  theac^ 
tual   income  amounts    to  /"480   per  annum. 
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The  appropriations  are  as  follows. 

To  the  lupport  of  a  preceptor      yCi33  6  8 

; ditto  of  an  affiftant  70 

Intended  for  a  profcflbr  of  di- 
vinity ^33  ^  ^ 
To  the  maintenance  of  indi- 
gent fcholars                                 1 20 


£as^  13  4 


The  firft  preceptor  was  Mr.  William  Wood- 
bridge.  The  prcfent  preceptor  is  Mr.  Ab- 
bot. 

In  the  following  table  the  number  of  fchol- 
ars  belonging  to  this  academy  in  each  of  the 
four  laft  years  is  noted  in  the  fecond  column  ; 
and  of  them,  the  number  whofe  parents  relide 
in  Exeter  is  noted  in  the  third  column. 
Tears.     No.  of  Students.     Rcfidciits  in  Exeter. 

1787  24  14 

1788  30  14 

1789  50  27 

1790  ^3      ^      29 

It  has  been  thought  by  fome,  that  the  ten- 
dency of  fuch  inllitutions  is  to  difcourage 
Grammar  Schools  in  their  vicinity.  In  fup- 
port  pf  this  fentiment  it  is  alleged  that  before 
this  academy  was  founded,  the  town  of  Exeter 
Supported  two  grammar  fchools ;  and  that  now 
it  fupports  but  one.  In  anfwer  to  this  argu- 
ment 
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ment  it  is  obferved,  that  though  one  grammar 
fchool  is  difcontinued,  yet  its  place  is  fupplied 
by  a  fchool  for  reading,  writing  and  arithme- 
tic; and  there  have  been,  during  the  laft  and 
prefent  year,  fix  fchools  kept  in  the  moft  pop- 
ulous part  of  that  town,  for  the  inftrud:ion  of 
fmall  children,  belides  thofe  which  are  fupport- 
cd  in  the  extreme  parts.  In  addition  to  this 
obfervation  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that 
the  acade4-ny  was  firft  inftituted,  at  a  time, 
when  there  was  a  general  neglecft  of  town 
fchools  in  many  places  ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  this  and  other  fimilar  inflitutions,  the  neg- 
led:  might  have  increafcd  by  infenlible  degrees, 
till  ignorance  had  overfpread  the  country. 

Since  theeflablifhment  of  this  academy  fev- 
cr«d  others  have  been  erected .  One  of  which 
is  at  New  Ipfwich.  It  was  incorporated  in 
1789.  Its  fund  is  about  one  thoufand  pounds. 
The  number  of  ftudents  is  generally  between 
forty  and  fifty.  The  price  of  tuition  is  one 
ihilling  per  week  and  of  boarding  five  (hill- 
ings. The  preceptor  is  Mr.  John  Hubbard. 
This  academy  is  fo  far  from  difcouraging 
town  fchools,  that  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  is  annually  raifcd  in  the  lame  town  for 
that  purpofe. 

There  is  anotlier  academy  at  Atkinfon, found- 
ed by  the  Honourable  N  a  t  h  a  n  i  e  l  Pe  a  b o d  y 
Efq.  and  incorporated  by  the  General  Court  in 

the 
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ihe  year  1 790.  The  preceptor  has  been  chief- 
ly fupported  by  Mr.  Peabody,  and  he  has  en- 
dowed the  academy  with  a  donation  of  one 
thoufand  acres  of  land. 

Similar  inftitutions  have  been  begun  at 
Amherft,  at  Charleftown  and  at  Concord; 
which  though  at  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  infancy, 
yet  aftbrd  a  pleafing  profped:  of  the  increafe  of 
literature  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 

A  law  has  been  lately  made  which  enforces 
the  maintenance  of  fchools  by  a  peculiar  lanc- 
tion  j  the  fclcd:men  of  the  fcveral  towns  are 
liable  to  have  the  fame  fum  diftrained  out .  of 
their  eftates,  which  would  be  fufficient  to  fup- 
port  a  fchool,  during  the  whole  time  in  which 
they  negle(5l  to  make  that  proviiion.  This 
law  is  fo  recent,  that  no  judgment  can  as  yet 
be  formed  of  its  operation.  It  fhews  however 
that  the  legiilaturc  are  attentive  to  this  moil 
important  branch  of  their  duty,  the  education 
of  children. 

As  a  farther  evidence  of  the  progrefs  of  fci- 
cnce,  focial  libraries  are  eilablillied  in  fcveral 
towns  ;  and  within  the  year  paft  a  medical  fo- 
ciety  has  been  incorporated  by  an  ad:  of  alfem- 
bly.  The  Preiident  of  the  State  being  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  faculty,  is  at  the  head  of  this  fo- 
ciet}'. 

By  an  article  in  the  conflitution  of  the  State 
it  is  declared  to  be  '  the  duty  of  Icgillators   and 

*  magiftrates. 
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*  magiftrates,  to  cherifli  the  ihterefl   of   literal 

*  ture  and  the  fciences,  and  all  feminaries  and 
'  public  fchools  j  to  encourage  private  and  pub- 

*  lie  inftitutions,  rewards  and   immunities  for 

*  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  fciences, 
'commerce,  trades,  manutaclures  andthenat- 

*  ural  hiftory  of  the  country  ;  to  countenance 

*  and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and 

*  general  benevolence,  public  and  priva-te  char- 

*  ity,    induftry   and    economy,    honefty    and 

*  pundluality,  iincerity,  fobriety,  aud  all  fecial 
*afFed:ions,  and  generous  fentiments   among 

*  the  people/  As  far  as  public  rulers  conform 
to  this  article,  they  promote  in  the  mofi:  effecft* 
ual  manner,  the  true  interefl  and  profperity  of 
their  country. 

The  eftablifhment  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege in  the  vveftern  border  of  the  State,  has 
proved  a  great  benefit  to  the  new  fettlementv 
'and  to  the  neighbouring  State  of  Vermont. 
During  the  late  war,  like  all  other  feminaries 
of  literature,  it  lay  under  difcouragement ; 
but  fince  the  peace,  it  is  in  a  more  fiourilhing 
lituation. 

Its  landed  interefl  amounts  to  about  eighty 
thoufand  acres,  of  which  twelve  hundred  lie 
contiguous,  and  are  capable  of  the  befl  im- 
provement. Twelve  thoufand  acres  are  fitu- 
ate  in  Vermont.  A  trad:  of  eight  miles 
iquarc  beyond  the  northern  line  of  Stuart  town 

was 
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Was  granted  by  the  afTembly  of  New-Hamp- 
fhireini789;  and  in  the  ad:  by  which  this 
grant  was  made,  *  the  Prefident  and  Council  of 

*  the  State  for  the  time  being  are  incorporated 
'  with  the  truftees  of  the  college,  fo  far  as   to 

*  acfl  with  them  in  regard  to    the  expenditures 

*  and  application  of  this  grant,  and  of  all  others 

*  which  have  been  or  may  be   hereafter   made 

*  by  New-Hamplhire.* 

The  revenue  of  the  college  ariling  from  the 
lands,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
per  annum.  By  contra (fts  already  made  it  will 
amount  in  four  years  to  four  hundred  and  fif- 
ty ;  and  in  twelve  years  to  fix  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds.  The  income  arifing  from  tui- 
tion money  is  about  fix  hundred  pounds  per 
annum. 

The  firll  building  erected  for  the  accomo- 
dation of  the  Itudents  was  a  fdw  years  fincc 
burned.  A  lottery  was  granted  by  the  State 
for  railing  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  pounds  ; 
which  has  been  applied  to  the  erection  of  a 
new  building,  much  more  convenient  than  the 
former.  It  is  conllruded  of  wood,  and 
flands  in  an  elevated  fituation,  about  half  a 
mile  eaftward  of  Conned: icut  river  in  the 
townfliip  of  Hanover  j  commanding  an  cxten- 
five  and  pleafant  profpcd  to  the  well.  It  is 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  fifty  feet  wide, 
and  thirty  lix  feet  high  ;  and  contains    thirty 

fix 
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iix  chambers  for  ftudents.  The  number  of 
lludents  who  were  graduated  in  the  firfl  ninc^ 
teen  years  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  among  whom  were  two  Indians.  In  the 
year  1790  the  number  of  undergraduates  was 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  fludents  are  divided  into  four  clafles. 
The  freihmen  fludy  the  learned  languages,  the 
rules  of  fpeaking  and  writing,  and  the  elements 
of  mathematics. 

The  fophomores  attend  to  the  languages, 
geography,  logic  and  mathematics. 

The  junior  fophiflers,  befide  the  languages, 
enter  on  natural  and  moral  philofophy  ;and 
compofition. 

The  fenior  clafs  compole  in  Englifli  and 
Latin  ;  ftudy  metaphyfics,  the  elements  of 
natural  and  political  law. 

The  books  ufed  by  the  (Indents  are  Lowth's 
Englifh  Grammar,  Perry's  Did:ionary,  Pike's 
Arithmetic,  Guthrics  Geography,  Ward*s  Ma- 
thematics Atkinfon*s  Epitome,  Hammond's 
Algebra,  Martin's  and  Enfield's  Natural  Phi- 
lofophy, Fergufon's  Aftronomy,  Locke's  Ef- 
fay,  Montefquicu's  Spirit  of  Laws,  and  Bur- 
leniaqui's  Natural  and  Political  Law. 

Befides  thefc  ftudies,  led:uresafe  read  to  the 
fcholars  in  theology  and  ecclefiallical  hiflory. 

There  is  an  examination  of  each  clafs  once 
in  the  year,  and  thofe  who  are  not  found  qual- 
ified for  their  {landing  are  put  into  a  lower  clafs. 

The 
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The  annual  commencement  is  held  on  the 
fourth  Wednefday  in  Auguft.  There  arc  two 
vacations,  one  following  commencement  and 
continuing  fix  weeks  and  two  days ;  the  oth- 
er beginning  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  Febru- 
ary, and  continuing  five  weeks  and  five  days. 
Among  the  benefadtofs  to  Dartmouth  College, 

the  following  names  are  confpicuous. 
His  Majefly  George  III.  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 
The  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
The  late  Countefs  of  Huntingdon, 
The  Prince  of  Orange, 
The  Baron  of  Hafarlwoode, 
The   late  Grand    Peniionary    of  the    United 

Netherlands, 
The  late  Governor  Benning  Wentworth, 
The  late  Governor  John  Wentworth, 
Paul  Wentworth,  Efq.^ 
Dr.  Rofe, 

John  Thornton,  Efq.     Vof  London. 
Mr.  Forfyth.  [ 

Dr.  Ralph  Griffith,       J 
The  late  Dr.  Franklin, 

]ohn  Adams,  Vice  Prefidenti  of  the     United 
John  Jay,  Chief  J uftice  J  States. 

The  Hon.  John  Phillips,  of  Exeter. 

The  late  and  prefent  officers  and  truftees  of 
the  college  are  as  follows  : 
U  John 
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Prej'idc?its,  1770.  Rev.  Ele^izer  Wheclock, 
l^.'i).  died  1779,  yEt.  69. 

1779.  John  Wheeloci:,  L.  L.  D. 
Profcjftrof  Htftory.  JohnWheelock,  L.  L.  D. 
~^^ of  Mathematics,  and    "i  Beza  Wodd»- 

Natural  Phiiofopby,]  ward,  Efq. 

ofYr.guages  ".  ^^._  John  Smith, 

and  Librarian,  j  -^         . 

Trujices, 
His  Excellency  John  Wentworth,   Efq.  r^- 
7noved.  -  i .  ' '     !  ■ " 

*  Hon.  Theodore  Atkiofpn,  ' 

*  Hon.  Daniel  Pierce, 

Hon.  George  Jaffrey,  refigucd,_ 
J*.  Hon.  Peter  Gilman, 

*  Hon.  William  Pitkin>         .. 

■*  Rev.-JBenjauiin  Pomeroy,, D.  D.     -jr-r  .^.fv 

*  Rev.  James  Lockwood, 

Rev,  Timothy  Pitkin,   reftgned^ 
Rev.  John  Smalley,   refigned, 

*  Rev.  William  Patten, 
Hon.  John  Phillips, 

Beza  Woodward,  Efq.  ^^^  ^-^.^^ 

Hon.  John  Sherburne, ,rc//^W<'/,  ■  h-f -ulT 
H on .  h I \i \v4  Pain e ,  • , _c\  ^, , ; '  /  ^y^^^,  1 

Rev.  Eden  BMrroughs^;;...',  '.  ■  ■.  /,^{  [[^^^ 
Hon.  Samuel  Phillips,  V^/^w/.  ,.\it  „Vp 
Rev.  David  McCIure,      '  "  ",     y^y 
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Rev.  Jofeph  Huntington,  D.  D.  rcfigmd. 

Hon.  Simeon  Olcott, 

Rev.  Levi  Hart,  refigned, 

Hon.  John  Langdon,  • 

Rev.  Sylvanus  Ripley. 

Mofcs  Fifk,   A.  M. 

Rev.  Bulkley  Olcott. 

Hon.  Peter  Olcott. 

Rev.  John  Smith. 

Rev.  Job  Swift. 


An  Alphabetical  TABLE  of  the  Towns  in 
each  County  of  New-Hamplhire, 

With  the  dates  of  their  incorporation  :  Tlie  names  of  the 
feveral  MINISTERS  of  the  GOSPEL  of  every  de- 
nomination,  the  times  of  their  fettlement,  death  or  re- 
moval, and  their  age  at  the  time  of  their  death  as  far  as 
either  can  Ixj  afccrtained.  Alfo, 

The  numl>er  ot  people  in  each  town  in  the  years  1775 
and  1790.  The  number  lofl  out  of  each  town  in  tlie 
late  war,  as  far  as  it  could  be  colletied.  The  propor- 
tion which  each  town  pays  to /\  1000  tax.  The  Lite- 
rary Academies  in  each  county,  and  fome  hiflorical  aii4 
topographical  remarks. 
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324  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y     O  F 

The  principal  denominations  of  chriftians  in 
this  State  are  five,  viz.  Congregationalifts, 
Prefbyterians,  Epifcopalians,  Baptifts  and 
Quakers.  The  dilbnguifliing  charaderiftics  of 
thefe  are  io  well  known  that  a  particular  de- 
Icription  is  needlefs  ;*  the  comparative  num- 
bers of  each  may  be  feen  by  an  infpedion  of 
the  preceding  table ;  in  which  the  Prefbyte- 
rians are  rr.arked  by  the  letter  P.  the  Epifco- 
palians by  E.  the  Baptifls  by.  B,  the  Quakers 
by  Q^  Thofe  without  any  mark  arc  Congre- 
gationalifts  ;  which  is  the  mofl  numerous  de- 
nomination in  this  as  well  as  in  the  neigh- 
bouring States  of  MafTachufetts  and  Connec- 
ticut. 

In  the  town  of  Portfmouth  there  is  a  fociety 
of  Sandemanians  and  another  of  Univcrfalifls; 
which  are  not  noted  in  the  table. 

The  people  in  general  throughout  the  State    j 
are  profelTors  of  the  chriftian  religion  in  fome    ^ 
form  or  other.     There  is,   however,  a  fort  of 
wife  men^  who  pretend  to  rejed  it  ;    but  they 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  fubftitute  a  better  in    \ 
its  place.  j 

It  has  been  a  common  pradice,  in  all  the  { 
grants  of  townfliips,  which  have  been  made  \ 
either  by  the  Crown  or  the  Mafonian  proprie-  ; 
tors,  to  relerve  one  fhare,  equal  to  that  of  any  '\ 
other  grantee,   for  the  firfl:  fettled  minifter,  as   i 

his    ; 

*  Foran  account  of  thefc  diftinftions  fee  a    ''view  of  rclig-    1 
ions"'  by  H.  Adams,  lately  reprinted  in  Eoflon.  ,i 
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his  own  right  ;  befide  a  parfonage  lot.  This 
has  proved  a  great  encouragement  to  the  fettle- 
ment  of  miniiters  in  the  new  towns  ;  and  it 
has  been  generally  obferved  that  thofe  towns 
are  the  moll  thriving,  in  which  early  care  has 
been  taken  to  fettle  a  prudent  minifler,  and  af- 
fift  him  in  clearing  and  cultivating  his  land. 

In  fome  ot  the  new  towns,  where  the  people 
are  not  able  to  fupport  miniilers,  it  has  been 
ufual  for  the  clergymen  of  the  elder  towns  to 
mak^  itinerant  excurfions,  of  fcvcral  weeks,  to 
preach  and  baptize  ;  whilil:  their  places  at 
home  have  been  filled,  by  the  neighbouring 
minifters  in  rotation.  Such  itinerations  are 
always  acceptable,  to  the  fcattered  people  in 
the  wildcrnefs,  and  ferve  to  keep  up  a  fenfe  of 
religion  in  their  families.  By  the  conftitutioii 
of  the  State  every  denomination  of  chrillians  is 
equally  under  the  prote(5tion  ot  the  law,  and  it 
is  exprelsly  provided,  that    '  no  fubordination 

*  of  any  one  feet  or  denomination   to  another, 

*  ihall  ever  be  efcablilhed  by  law.* 

It  is  alfo  claimed  and  allowed  as  a  right  of 
the  people,  to  eledt  and  fupport  their  own 
teachers  j  and  that    *  no  perfon  of  any  one  par- 

*  ticular  religious  fed:  or  denomination  fhall 

*  ever  be  compelled  to  pay  toward  the  fupport 

*  of  the  teachers  of  any  other  fed:  or  denomi- 

*  nation.'  There  is  therefore  as  entire  religious 
liberty  in  New-Hampfliire,  as  any  people  can 
rationallv  dcfire.  CHAP. 
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Conclufion.   Hints  of  Advice  on Je vera! ifn port- 
ant  SuhjeBs, 

Citizens  of  New-Hampshire, 

HAVING  fpent  above  twenty  years  of  my 
life  with  you,  and  palTed  through  vari- 
ous fcenes  of  peace  and  war  within  that  time  ; 
being  perfonally  acquainted  with  many  of  you, 
both  in  your  pubhc  and  priv^ate  charad:ers  ; 
and  having  an  earneft  defire  to  promote  your 
true  interell,  I  truft  you  will  not  think  me  al- 
together unqualified  to  give  you  a  few  hints  by 
way  of  advice.  You  are  certainly  a  rifing 
State  ;  your  numbers  are  rapidly  increafing ; 
and  your  importance  in  the  political  fcalc  will 
be  augmented,  in  proportion  to  your  improv- 
ing the  natural  advantages  which  your  fitua- 
tion  aifords  you,  and  to  your  cultivating  the 
intelledual  and  moral  powers  of  yourfelves 
and  your  children. 

The  hril  article  on  which  I  would  open  my 
mind  to  you  is  that  of  education.  Nature  has 
been  as  bountiful  to  you  as  to  any  other  people, 
in  giving  your  children  genius  and  capacity  ; 
\r  h  then  vour  duty  'arid  your  intereft  to  culti- 
vate 
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vate  their  capacities  and  render  them  fervicea- 
ble  to  themfelves  and  the  community.  It  was 
the  faying  of  a  great  orator  and  ftatefman  of  an- 
tiquity,* that   '  the  lofs  which  the  Common- 

*  wealth  fuftains,  by  a  want  of  education,   is 

*  like  the  lofs  which  the  year  would  fuffer  by 

*  the  dcllrucftion  of  the  fpring.'  If  the  bud  be 
blafted  the  tree  will  yield  no  fruit.  It"  the 
fpringing  corn  be  cut  down,  there  will  be  no 
harvefl:.  So  if  the  youth  be  ruined  through  a 
fault  in  their  education,  the  community  fuf- 
tarns  a  lofs  which  cannot  be  repaired  ;    '  for  it 

*  is   too  late   to  corred:  them  when   they  are 

*  fpoiled.*  Notwithftanding  the  care  of  your 
Legiflators  in  cnad:ing  laws,  and  enforcing 
them  by  fcvere  penalties  ;  notwithrtanding  the 
wife  and  liberal  provifion  which  is  made  by 
fomc  towns,  and  fom.e  private  gentlemen  in 
the  State  ;   yet  there  is  ftill  in  many  places    *  a 

*  great  and  criminal  negle<^  of  education.* 
You  are  indeed  in  a  very  confiderable  degree 
better,  in  this  refped:,  than  in  the  time  of 
the  late  war  ;  but  yet  much  remains  to  be 
done.  Great  care  ought  to  be  taken,  not  only 
to  provide  a  fupport  for  inllrudlors  of  children 
and  youth  ;  but  to  be  attentive  in  the  choice  of 
inftrudtors  ;  to  fee  that  they  be  men  of  good 
underftanding,  learning  and  morals  ;  that  they 

teach 

*  Pfrtc  t  Fs  of  .if hens, 


^ 


328  HISTORY     OF 

teach  by  their  example  as  well  as  by  their  pre- 
cepts ;  that  they  govern  themfelves,  and  teach 
their  pupils  the  art  of  felf  goverHment. 

Another  fource  of  improvement  which  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend,  is  the  eftablifhment  of 
focial  libraries.  This  is  the  eafieft,  the  cheap- 
efl  and  moft  effedual  mode  of  diffuling  knowl- 
edge among  the  people.  For  the  fum  of  fix 
or  eight  dollars  at  once,  and  a  fmall  annual  pay- 
ment befide,  a  man  may  be  fupplied  with  the 
means  of  literary  improvement,  during  his  life, 
and  his  children  may  inherit  the  bleffing.  A 
few  neighbours  joined  together  in  fetting  up  a 
library,  and  placing  it  under  the  care  of  fome 
fuitable  perfon,  with  a  very  few  regulations, 
to  prevent  carelefTnefs  and  wade,  may  render 
the  moll  eiTential  fervice  to  themfelves  and  to 
the  community.  Books  may  be  much  better 
preferved  in  this  way,  than  if  they  belonged 
to  individuals  ;  and  there  is  an  advantage  in  ; 
the  focial  intercourfc  of  perfons  who  have  read 
the  flime  books,  by  their  converfing  on  the 
fubjeds  which  have  occurred  in  their  reading 
and  communicatinor  their  obfervations  one  to 
another. 

From  this  mutual  intercoiirfe  another  ad- 
vantage may  arife ;  for  the  perfons  who  are 
tiuis  ailociated  may  not  only  acquire  but  crigi- 
natc  knowledge.     By  ftudying  nature  and  the 

fciences 
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fciences,  by  pradlifing  arts,  agriculture  and 
manufadtures,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  im- 
prove their  minds  in  reading,  they  may  he  led 
to  difcoverieS  and  improvements,  original  and 
l^eneficial  ;  and  being  already  formed  into  fo- 
ciety,  they  may  diffufe  their  knowledge,  ripen 
their  plans,  corred:  their  miftakcs,  and  pro- 
mote the  caufe  of  fcience  and  humanity  in  a 
very  confiderable  degree. 

The  book  of  nature  is   always  open  to  our 
view,  and  we  may  Itudy  it  at  our  leifurc  ; 
*  'jf/j"  elder  fcripturCy  zvrit  by  God' r  own  band.* 
The  earth,   the  air,   the  fea,    the  rivers,  the 
mountains,  the  rocks,  the  caverns,  the  animal 
and  vegetable  tribes  are  fraught  with   inftruc- 
tion.     Nature   is   not  half  explored  ;    and  in 
what  is  partly  known  there  are  many  myftc- 
ries,    which  time,   obfervation  and  experience 
mull:  unfold.     Every  fecial  library   fliould  be 
furnilhed   with  books  of  natural  philofophy, 
botany,  zoology,  chymiflry,  hufbandry,  geog- 
raphy and  ailronomy  ;    that  inquiring  minds 
may  be  directed  in  their  inquiries  ;    that   thev 
may  fee  what  is  known  and  what  ftill  remains 
to  be  difcovcred  ;    and  that  they  may  employ 
their  leifure  and  their  various  opportunities   \\\ 
endeavouring  to  add  to   the  ilock  of  fcience, 
and  thus  enrich  the  world  with  their   obferva- 
tions  and  improvements. 

X  Permit 
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Permit  rne  alfo  to  give  you  fome  hints  in 
rural  cvconomy.  Your  lands  often  fuffer  for 
want  of  manure,  when  you  have  vaft  quanti- 
ties provided  by  the  bountiful  hand  of  nature. 
The  mixing  of  foils,  and  the  draining  of  bogs 
might  yield  immenfe  profit.  The  labour, 
though  formidable  at  firft  view,  yet,  being  ref- 
alutely  entered  upon  and  purfued,  will  be  as 
fatisfaclory,  as  the  effe(5ls  v/ill  be  lafting  and 
beneficial.  You  have  in  many  places  great 
quantities  of  marie  which  will  enrich  youf 
land  tor  ages  ;  your  fvvampmud,  carried  up  to 
the  higher  and  lighter  ground,  and  mixed  with 
the  dung  of  cattle,  would  increafe  your  quanti- 
ty of  manure  in  a  mofl  furpriiing  degree. 
Many  of  you  I  pre  fume  have  yet  to  learn,  that 
a  great  part  of  the  nutriment  of  vegetable  lub- 
fiances,  is  derived  from  the  air,  and  that  the 
Ibil  itfelf  is  enriched  by  that  means.  When 
you  lay  down  your  worn  out  lands,  if  you  fow 
them  with  clover  or  other  gralles,  they  will  be 
fooner  recruited,  than  if  you  leave  them  to 
bear  only  the  weeds,  which  may  accidentally 
fpring  up  ;  and  if  you  plough  in  the  green 
crop,  you  will  promote  their  fertility,  in  a 
much  greater  degree. 

The  tow  which  is   made  by  the   dreffing  of 
flax,  and  which  children  are  indulged  in  burn- 
in-T  for  their  divcrfion,  Vvov.ld  furniih  the  paper- 
mills 
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mills  with  ufeful  materials ;  and  the  Ikins  of 
Ihecp  and  lambs  which  are  often  thrown  away, 
would  contribute  to  the  manufadure  of  wool- 
cards  and  the  binding  of  books.  By  an  atten- 
tion to  fuch  comparatively  fmall  matters,  great 
favings  might  be  made,  and  various  kinds  of 
artificers  might  be  fupplied  with  the  means  of 
carrying  on  their  refpedive  occupations. 

Suffer  me  to  add  a  few  words  on  the  ufe  of 
fpirituous  li/juor,  that  bane  oi  fociety,   that  dc- 
ftroyer  of  health, morals  and  property.    Nature 
indeed  has  furniflied  her  vegetable  productions 
with  fpirit  ;  but  fhe  has  fo  combined  it   with 
other  fubftinces,  that  unlefs  her  work  be  tortur- 
ed  by  fire,    the  fpirit  is   not   feparated,     and 
cannot    prove   pernicious.     Why   thould  this 
force  be  put  on  nature,   to  make   her  yield  a 
noxious  draught,  when  all   her  original  prepa- 
rations arc  falutary  ?    The  juice  of  the  apple, 
the  fermentation  of  barley,  and  the  decodlioa 
of  fprucc  are  amply  fuflicient  for  the  refrclh- 
mcnt  of  man,  let  his  labour  be  ever  {o  fevere, 
and  his   perfpiration  ever  fo  expenfive.     Our 
forefathers  for  many  years  after  the  fettlement 
of  the  country,  knew  not  the    ufe    of  diftilled 
fpirits.      Malt  was  imported  from    England, 
and  wine  from   the  wedern  or  Canary  illands, 
with  which  they  were  refreihed,    before   their 
X  z  own 


33^         fr  I  S  t  O  R  Y    O  F 

own  fields  and  orchards  yielded  them  a  fupply. 
An  expedition  was  once  undertaken  againft  a 
natron  of  Indians  ,*  when  there  was  but  one  pint 
of  flrrong  water  (as  it  was  then  called)  in  the 
whole  army,  and  that  was*  refer ved  for  the 
lick  j  yet  no  complaint  was  made  for  want  of 
i^efrefhment.  Could  we  but  return  to  the 
primitive  manners  of  our  anceftors  in  this  re- 
fped:,  we  fliould  be  free  from  many  of  the  dif- 
orders,  both  of  body  and  mind  which  are  now 
experienced.-  The  difufe  of  ardent  fpirits 
would  alfo  tend  to  aboliih  the  infamous  traffic 
i«  flaves,  by  whofe  labour  this  baneful  material 
is  procured. 

Divine  Providence  f^ems  to  be  preparing  the 
way  for  the  deftru6tion  of  that  deteftable  com- 
merce.  The  in  furred:  ions  of  the  blacks  in  the 
Weft-Indies  have  already  fpread  defolation 
over  the  moft  fertile  plantations,  and  greatly 
railed  the  price  of  thofe  commodities  which  we 
have  been  ufed  to  import  from  thence.  If  we 
could  check  the  confuniption  of  diftilled  fpir- 
its, and  enter  with  vigour  into  the  manufac- 
ture of  maple  fugars,  of  which  our  forefts 
would  afford  an  ample  fupply,  the  demand 
for  Wefl-India  productions  might  be  diminifh- 
sd  ;  the  plantations  in  the  iilands  would  not 
need  frelli  recruits  from  Africa  j    thu  planters 

would  * 

*  The  Pc(juodsy,  in  i'<337. 
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would  treat  with  hiunanity  their  remaining 
blacks,  and  render  them  fufficiently  prolific  to 
iiipply  them  with  a  lucceflion  of  labourers  ; 
the  market  for  flaves  would  become  lefs  invit- 
ing; and  the  navigation,  which  is  now  em- 
ployed in  the  moll  pernicious  fpecies  of  com- 
merce which  ever  difgraced  humanity,  would 
he  turned  into  fome  other  channel. 

Were  I  to  form  a  pidure  of  happy  fociety, 
it  would  be  a  town  confiding  of  a  due  mixture 
of  hills,  valleys  and  ftreams  of  water  :  The 
land  well  fenced  and  cultivated  ;  the  roads 
and  bridges  in  good  repair  ;  a  decent  inn  for 
the  rcfrefhment  of  travellers,  and  for  public 
•entertainments  :  The  inhabitants  moflly  huf- 
handmen  ;  their  wives  and  daughters  domeftic 
manufadurers  ;  a  liiitable  proportion  of  hand- 
icraft workmen  and  two  or  three  traders  ;  a 
phyfician  and  lawyer,  each  of  whom  Ihould 
have  a  flirm  for  his  fupport.  A  clergyman  of 
any  denomination,  which  ihould  be  agreeable 
to  the  majority,  a  man  of  good  underflanding, 
of  a  candid  difpofition  and  exemplary  morals  ; 
not  a  metaphyseal,  nor  a  polemic,  but  a  ferious 
and  practical  preacher.  A  fchool  mafler  who 
fhould  underjftand  his  bufinefs  and  teach  his 
pupils  to  govern  themfelves.  A  focial  library, 
annually  incrcafing,  and  under  good  regulation. 

A  cJub 
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A  club  of  fcnfiblc  men,  feeking  mutual 
improvement.  A  decent  mufical  ibcicty.  No 
intriguing  politician,  horfc  jockey,  gambler 
or  fot  ;  but  all  fuch  cbarai'^ers  treated  with 
contempt.  Such  a  iituation  may  be  confider- 
cd  as  the  moft  favourable  to  focial  happinefs 
of  any  which  this  wo^rld  can  afford. 
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No.    I. 

An  anginal  Letter  of  Doiior  Cotton  Math- 
er   to   George    Vaughan,   Efq.    iigem 
for  Nezv-Hu?npjhirc  in  England  ;    relating  to 
Whclcwright's  Indian  deed.   Vol.  I.    p.  lo. 

^d.  I  JKo.  1708. 
S  I  R, 

YOU  demand  my  thoughts  upon  the  date 
ot  the  inftrument  in  which  the  Indian 
Sachems  of  Pafcataqua  convey  to  Mr.  Whele- 
wright  and  his  friends  the  country,  whereof 
your  people  arc  the  prefent  poflcllbrs.      *  How 

*  a  date  in  the  year  1629  could  coniifi:  with  the. 

*  true  time  of  Mr.  Whelewriorht's  comine:  into 

*  this  country  ?* 

I  cannot  hut  admire  at  the  providence  of 
heaven,  which  has  all  along  ftrangely  interpo- 
fed,  with  mofl  admirable  difpenfations,  and  par- 
ticularly with  Grange  mortalities,  to  flop  the 
proceedings  of  the  controverfy  about  Mafon's 
claim  upon  you,  jull:  in  the  moft  critical  mo- 
ment of  it.*  There  feems  to  have  been  as  re- 
markable a  difplay  and  inftance  ot  that  Provi- 
dence, in  the  finding  of  tliis  inftrumentjuft  be- 
fore the  luting  of  your  lad  court,  about  this  af- 
fair ; 

*   Referring  to  the  death  of  Robert  Mafon  in  i6§8.    and  ef 
Samuel  Allen  in  i  705. 
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fair  ;  and  after  it  had  been,  for  very  many 
years,  difcourfed  of  among  the  good  men  who 
linew  of  fuch  an  inflrument ;  but  with  regret 
concluded  it  loft  and  gone  beyond  all  recovery. 

I  fuppofe  you  arp  making  your  application 
to  thole,  who  will  be  far  from  the  opinion  that 
dominion  is  founded  in  grace.  Titles  to  lands 
are  not  more  or  lefs  valid  according  to  the  pro- 
feffion  of  chriflianity  in  the  owners.  There 
is  no  proteftant  but  what  will  acknowledge 
that  pagans  have  titles  that  are  i ?i  cont  eft  able  ^ 
and  that  they  have  not,  by  their  paganifm,  for- 
feited their  titles  to  the  firft  chriftians  that  ihall 
therefore  pretend  to  them. 

Let  the  dateof  Whelewri2:ht*s  inftrument  be 
what  it  will,   there  feems   to  be  an  inftrument, 
of  fome  fuch  importance  on  Mafon's  part,  nee- 
effary  to  render  Mafon's  claim  effedual. 

When  the  Kings  of  England  have  given  pa- 
tents for  American  lands  unto  their  fubjed:s, 
their  virtue  and  juftice  has  been  fuch,  that  they 
have  not  therein  deiigned  ever  to  give  away 
the  properties  of  the  natives  here  ;  but  always 
intended  that  their  fubjeds  here  fliould  bone/ily 
agree  with  the  natives^  for  what  lands  they 
{liould  get  under  the  prote6lion  of  thefe  .pa- 
tents, before  they  Ihould  call  them  their  own. 
Briefly,  you  expec^l  a  decifion  of  your  cafe, 
where  Indian  titles  will  have  a  due  confider- 
at.ion.  I  confefs 
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I  confefs  when  I  was  firft  informed  of  the 
elate  which  your  inftrument  hears,  I  thought 
•that  it  muil  be  a  forgery,  but  I  mufl  now  give 
you  my  fecond  thoughts  upon  it. 

The  very  aged  gentlewomen,  his  two  daugh- 
ters, I  look  upon  as  very  incompetent  witneifes 
to  determine  the  time  of  their  father's  jirjl 
coming  over  into  America.  I  have  difcourfed 
the  more  fenlible  and  capable  of  them,  name- 
ly, Mrs.  Pierfon,who  tells  me  that  her  fath- 
er's coming  over  ivith  his  family  was  in  the 
fame  Ihip  with  Mr.  Samuel  Whiting,  the 
minifter  of  Lynn,  and  others,  who^  we  are  all 
fure,  came  in  the  year  1636,*  but  (lie  tells  me 
flic  is  not  fure  her  father  never  vifited  America 
before,  only  flie  does  not  remember  flie  ever 
heard  him  fpeak  of  it.  And  yet  there  are 
flirewd  indications  of  the  gentleman's  being 
here,  before  the  year  which  they  tell  us  of; 
I  fuppofe  you  are  furnifhed  with  them. 

Your  inilrument  cannot  be  invalidated,  but 
by  fome  demonflration  that  Mr.  Whelewright 
was  at  home  in  Lincolnfhire,  all  the  year  1 629. 
We  know  there  were  many  voyages  taken,  be- 
tween England  and  thefe  parts  of  America, 
before  that  year.  In  the  year  1624,  we  find 
Mr.  Roger  Conant  managing  a  plantation,  very 
little  to  the  fouthward  of  Pafcataqua.  It  is  no 
improbable  thing,  that  fuch  an  adive  and  live- 

♦  Mr.  11  hclcrvnijhi  is  firfl  mentioned  in  Winlhrop's  journal 
in  1636,  as  brothtr  lo  the  faroous  Anna  HiUclunfon^  the  patvon- 
<'fs  of  Antinomian  ta.cts. 
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ly  man  as  Mr.  Whelewright,  might  flep  ovci 
lather  to  fee  how  the  land  lay,  before  his  tranf* 
portation  of  his  flimily.  * 

The  inflrument  of  1629,  has  upon  it  fiich 
irrefragable  marks  of  antiquity,  that  if  it  be  a 
forgery,  it  mull  be  a  very  ancient  one.  It  has 
almofl  as  many  marks  of  1 629  as  there  be  yeare 
in  the  number,  of  which  you  need  no  recitation 
of  mine  ;  you  are  much  better  able  than  I  am, 
to  an:>plify  upon  them. 

About  an  bundled  and  twenty  years  ago, 
there  were  found  certain  manufcripts,  in  fome 
vaults,  near  Granada,  in  Spain,  which,  it  was 
iiffirmed,  were  fifteen  hundred  years  old;  and 
they  fmg  te  dcum  for  the  difcovcry.  But  the 
Dominicans  prefently  difcovered  them,  from 
the  language  and  the  intent  of  them,  to  be  a 
modern  fraud  of  the  Francifcans,  Ail  the  wit 
of  man  cannot  perceive  the  leaif  fymptom  of 
a  m.odern  fraud  in  your  inftrument.  The  gen- 
tleman who  litt  upon  it,  is  as  honed,  upright 
and  pious  a  man  as  any  in  the  world,  and 
would  not  do  an  ill  thing  to  gain  a  world. 
But.  the  circumftances  of  the  inftrument  itfelf, 
alfo,  are  fuch,  that  it  could  not  be  lately  coun- 
terfeited. If  it:  were  a  forgery,  Mr.  Whele- 
wright himfclf  nuift  be  privy  to  it.  But  he 
was  always  a  gentleman  of  tlie  mod  unfpotted 
morals  imaginable;  a  man  of  a  moft  unblcm- 
iilicd  reputation.  He  would  fooncr  have  un- 
dergone 

*  See  \o\,  I.   Appendix  p.  ix. 
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ikrgone  martyrdom ,  than  have  given  the  leaft 
connivance  to  any  forgery. 

There  was  a  time,  in  the  year  16^7,  when 
he  was  pcrfecuted  with  too  much  violence,  in 
the  MafTachufetts  Colony,  but  it  was  only  tor 
a  difturbance  made  about  certai':!  fpeculations, 
which  were  thought  to  be  of  an  antinomian  ten- 
dency. His  worll  enemies  never  looked  on 
him  as  chargeable  with  the  leaft  ill  pradlices. 

The  blinding  heat  of  thofe  troubles  pro- 
cured an  order  for  his  remove  out  of  the  col- 
ony. *Tis  remarked  in  the  books  then  pub- 
lifhed,  that  he  did  not  go  to  Rhode-llland, 
the  moft  inviting  part  of  the  country,  whither 
all  they  went  who  were  cenfured  at  the  fame 
time  with  him.  No,  he  removed  then  into 
Hampfhire,  which  would  invite  one  to  think 
that  he  had  a  peculiar  interefl  in  that  Prov- 
ince. 

I  have  heard,  that  when  he  was  a  young 
fpark  at  the  Univerfity,  he  was  noted  for  a 
more  than  ordinary  Ifroke  at  wreftling  ;  and 
that  afterward  waiting  on  Cromwell,  with 
whom  he  had  been  contemporar}'"  at  the  Uni- 
vcrfity,  Cromwell  declared  to  the  gentlemen 
then  about  him   '  that  he  could  remember  the 

*  time  when  he  had  been  more  afraid  of  meet- 

*  ingWhelewright  at  football,  than  of  meeting 

*  any  army  lince  in  the  field  ;    for  he  was  in- 
'  f^libly  fure  of  being  tript  up  by  him.* 

I  know 


340  APPENDIX. 

I  know  not  whether  the  inflrument  of  his, 
now  in  your  hands,  will  have  as  good  an  ef- 
j&cacy  as  the  owner  had.  You  will  doubtlels 
think  it  has,  if,  in  wreftling  with  your  adver- 
saries, it  trip  up  their  caufe,  and  give  them  a 
fail.  I  fhould  abhor,  that  the  caufe  of  my 
bcil  friends,  and  a  very  good  caufe,  ever 
Ihould  be  ferved  by  any  indirecl^  jneans  ;  yet 
I  verily  think  this  inftrument  ought  very 
much  to  be  confidered,  and  to  have  a  very 
great  weight  allowed  unto  it. 

Sir,  I  wifhyou  a  good  voyage,  and  a  good 
jiTue,  and  fubicribe, 

Your  fincere  fervant, 

CO.  MATHER. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  when  my 
parent  lay  at  Plymouth,  bound  for  New- 
England,  on  March  24,  1691-2,  Mr.  Sher- 
well,a  minifter  then  living  there,  told  him  that 
his  grandfather  and  one  Mr.  Coleman  and 
another,  had  a  patent  for  that  which  Mr. 
Mafon  pretended  unto  at  Pafcataqua.  You 
may  do  well  to  inquire  further  concerning  it. 


Luut; 


APPENDIX.  34f 


No.  II. 

Lieut.  Governor   Vaughan's  Speech  at  the 
Coimcil Boards  Sept.  34,  1 7 1 7.  (  Vol.  II,  p.  2,2.) 

Gentlemen, 

YOU  cannot  but  believe  that  I  am  inform- 
ed of  many  things  fpoken  to  my  preju- 
dice. When  private  whifpers,  defamatory  to 
me  are  handed  forward,  I  pafs  them  over  with 
flight  and  difregard,  and  beheve  that  every 
thing  hitherto  defigned  againfl:  me  has  turned 
to  my  advantage,  and  will  ftill  do  fo.  But 
when  matters  are  carried  farther,  wherein  the 
honor  of  the  Crown,  and  the  intcreft  of  the 
King's  Majerty  is  efpecially  ftruck  at ;  when 
revengers  mother  utters  bold  challenges,  raifctli 
batteries,  and  begins  to  cannonade  the  powers 
cftablilhed  by  my  fovereign,  I  acknowledge 
my felf  alarmed,  which  I  fhall  in  no  wife  tole- 
rate or  endure  ;  as  I  am  honored  of  the  King, 
I  will  do  my  utmofl  to  fupport  it,  and  not  let 
his  commiffion  be  vilitied  at  the  rate  fome  will 
have  it.  To  have  a  due  deference  paid  to  it, 
is  what  the  King  requires  and  expcdls,  efpec- 
ially from  his  miniilers ;  and  to  h.ave  them  (lu- 
dious  of  leflbning  the  authority  therein  grant- 
ed, is  an  aggravated  fault,  and  I  cannot  but 
wonder  at  the  arrogance  and  pride  of  thofe  who 

do 
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do  not  coiidder  I  am  a  fuperior  match,  as  be- 
ir.g  armed  with  power  from  my  Prince,  who 
doth  execution  at  the  utterance  of  a  word,  and  I 
hope  none  will  be  fo  flurdy  as  to  difpute  it. 
If  I  foar  too  high,  the  fall  will  not  crulli  them  : 
It  they  run  too  faft,  their  repentance  may  be 
timely.  What  I  have  to  fay  to  you,  Mr.  Pen- 
hallow,  is  in  grofs,  and  is,  that  yourbufinefs, 
for  a  long  time,  has  been  to  fowdifcord  in  the 
Comnionwcalth,  and  your  endeavours  to  prop- 
agate confufion  and  difrerence  in  each  town 
within  the  government  ;  when  avowed  prin- 
ciples oblige  you  to  fodder,  as  much  as  in  you 
lies,  the  affections  of  magitlrates  and  people, 
thereby  to  divert  all  things  which  naturally  pro- 
duce diffenfions,  tumult  and  feuds,  the  partic- 
ulars I  have,  and  fhall  tranfmit  to  my  Lord 
the  King,  in  whofe  name,  and  by  virtue  of 
whofe  power,  \fifpcnd\o\iy  Samuel  Penhal- 
low,  from  fitting,  voting,  and  allifting  at  the 
Council  Board,  till  his  Majeily'splcafurc  Ihalf 
be  known. 


An 
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No.   III. 
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A?i  original  Letter  from  Sir  Wl  L  i,  i  a  m  A  s  h- 
URST     to   Doctor  Increase    Mather, 
(Vol.  II.   p.  25.) 
Rev.    Sir, 

I  HAVE  your  letter  of  i2fh  Aiigiift  Lift, 
which  I  would  have  fooner  anluereJ,  but 
that  I  undcrftood  there  has  no  fliip  gone  to 
you  this  winter.  I  am  plcafed  at  wliat  you 
write  of  your  Lieutenant  Governor,  that  he 
acquits  himfelf  worthily,  and  is  a  friend  to 
the  civil  and  ccclcilaftical  conflitution.  I  af- 
fure  you,  if  I  had  not  known  this  to  be  his 
characfler  (not  from  your  agent,  but  from 
other  impartial  and  difintercfted  hands)  you 
had  never  feen  him  in  that  flation.  I  have  no 
perfonal  difrelped:  to  Col.  Taller;  on  the  oth- 
er hand  I  wilh  him  in  his  private  capacity 
much  happinefs  and  profpcrity  for  his  dcceaf- 
ed  nucleus  fake,  wdiofe  memory  I  eileem  and 
value  ;  but  when  the  intercft  and  welfare  cf 
the  public  is  before  me,  I  never  fuflrer  n'ivfelf 
to  be  influenced  by  any  partial  ccnfiderations ; 
and  who  can  think  it  proper,  that  the  feccnd 
poft  in  the  government  Ihculd  be  filled  by  one 
who,  not  content  with  dilibnting  from  the 
cflablilhed  churches  by  his  conflant  praclicc, 
did  engage,  at  the  head  of  a  party  in  a  concert- 
ed defign,  to  fubvert  tlieir  foundations  ? 

I  do 


J44  APPENDIX. 

I  do  not  know  but  fuch  a  procedure  may 
recommend  him  to  fome  people,  but  it  mud 
needs  difqualify  him  to  you  and  me,  who 
know  on  what  principles  New-England  was 
firft  fettled,  and  what  were  the  pious  motives 
which  prevailed  on  the  firll  planters  to  forfake 
their  native  land,  and  plant  a  wildernefs. 

I  hope  I  have  done  as  well,  in  getting  the- 
Lieut.  Governor  of  New-Ha?npJJjire  difplaccd, 
who  prefented  a  memorial,  when  he  was  here, 
to  the  King  and  Miniftry,  to  bring  New-Eng- 
land into  the  land  tax  of  Great  Britain,  and 
propofed,  that  a  receiver  fliould  be  appointed 
by  the  Crown,  to  gather  in  the  money.  For 
a  native  of  NeW-England  to  be  the  author  of 
fuch  a  memorial,  is  a  monilrous  offence;  and  if 
you  fuffer  fuch  people  to  be  eafy  among  you, 
yet  they  lliall  never  efcape  my  refentment  while 
I  have  any  intereftor  power  at  Court. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  are  ftill  ufeful  in 
your  advanced  age.  To  preach  conftantly  at 
fourfcore,  and  to  fo  large  an  audience,  and 
without  notes,  is  a  rare  example,  and  fcarcely 
to  be  found  in  hillory.  For  myfelf,  I  am  ten 
years  lliort  of  you,  yet  I  think  I  have  great  ac- 
knowledgments to  make  to  divine  Providence, 
for  the  meafure  of  health  1  enjoy,  and  the  op- 
portunities I  have  of  being  yet  ferviceable  in 
fcveral  ftations.  I  conllantly  attend  at  the 
cxcife  office,  where  I  have  the  honor  to  fit  as 

a  com  mi  111  oner, 
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a  commiflioner,  and  at  the  court  of  aldermen, 
where  I  am  the  fenior  in  rank,  though  not  in 
years.  Befides  thefe  employments,  I  have 
vacant  hours  for  the  fervice  of  my  country  iri 
general,  and  my  friends  in  particular ;  but  I  can 
tell  you  with  a  great  deal  of  truth  that  no  pat  t 
ofjny  life  has  given  ?ne  mote  fatisfaBion  than 
that  wherein  I  havefcrved  the  inter  cjl  of  New - 
England^  efpecially  my  favourite  work,  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the  natives, 
^'•^  'vhich  difpbfition  I  hope  I  fhall  continue  to 
1    y  life's  end. 

}  refer  you  to  the  prints  for  public  hews. 

Vra'll  hear  various  reports  about  the  unhappy 

fions  in  the  royal  family ;    which  all  good 

are  forry  for.     I  have  nothing  to  fay  up- 

hat  fubjedt,  only  that  the  King  acts  in  ev- 

thing  with  a  prudent  and  fteady  refolutiort 

Dming  the  chafad:er  of  a  great  and  wife 

pnnce. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  affectionate  friend, 
and  fervant, 

W.  ASHURST- 


[         London i   March  10,  1717-18. 


J\0 
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No.    IV. 

The  humble  Apology  of  the  People  of  Niitfi'eld  to 
his  Excellency  Samuel  Shute,  General ^ 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majejly^s  Provinces  of  the  Majfachufc*''  ^ay) 
and  New-Ha?npfhire  in  Nezv-Englam. 
(Vol.11,   p.  38— 41.) 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency^ 

THE  fubicribers  having   feen  a  cop} 
your    Excellency's    letter   to    Cap.   i:^ 
White  and  Captain  Kimbell,  find  themfel 
under  a  neceffity   of  vindicating   thcmfeh 
from  the  charges  given   in  againlt  them  ; 
being  allowable  by  the  law  of  nature  and  o 
nations,  to  the  greateft  criminals,    to  defend 
themfel ves  when  they  juftly  plead  in  their  own 
vindication.     We  were  furprifed  to  hear  our- 
felves  termed  IrifiD  people  when  we  fo  fre- 
quently ventured  our  all  for  the  Britiih  crown 
and  liberties  againft  the  Irifh  papifts,  and  gave 
all  teds  of  our  loyalty  which  the  government 
of  Ireland  required,  and  are  always  ready  to  do 
the  fame  here  when  demanded.     Though  we 
fettled  at  Nutfield,  yet  we  ufed  no  violence  in 
the  manner  of  our  fettlement,  feeing  no  body 
in  the  leaft  offered  to  hinder  us,   to  fet  down 
in  a  defolate  wildernefs  ;    and  we  were  fo  tar 

from 
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from  hindering  the  Englifli  that  really  had  a 
mind  to  plant  with  us,  that  many  of  them  are 
now  incorporated  with  us.  After  our  fettle- 
ment  we  found  that  two  or  three  different 
parties  claimed  Nuffield,  by  virtue  of  Indian 
deeds,  and  we  were  given  to  underfland,  that 
it  was  neceffary  for  us  to  bold  the  full  by  foine 
right  purchcifcd  from  the  natives.  According- 
ly we  made  application  to  the  Hon.  Col. 
Wheelwright  of  Wells,  and  obtained  his  In- 
dian right;  which  we  have  to  fhew.  His  deed 
bchig  of  ninety  years  flanding,  and  conveyed 
from  the  chief  Sagamores  between  the  rivers 
of  Merrimack  and  Pafcataqua,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  whole  tribes  of  the  Indian  nation, 
and  well  executed,  is  the  mofl  authentic  we 
have  feen  ;  and  the  fubfcribers  could  not  in 
reafon  think  that  a  deed  which  is  not  twenty 
years  old,  of  land  which  is  not  fufliciently 
butted  and  bounded,  from  an  obfcure  Indian > 
could  give  any  right  to  land  which  had  been 
fold  fo  many  years  before,  by  the  right  own- 
ers. And  the  fubfcribers  hope  they  will  be 
eKcufed  from  giving  away  fo  good  a  title,  for 
others  that  cannot  pretend  rationally  to  be  fo 
well  fupportcd  j  and  which  they  always  re- 
fufed  to  warrantee  and  make  good,  againft 
other  claims.  The  dutiful  applications  which 
we  have  made  to  both  courts,  if  wc  be  in- 
corporated, in  whatfocver  province  we  fall  to 
Y  z  be, 
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be,  will  vvitnefs  for  our  refped:  to  his  Majcf- 
fy*s  government.  If  affidavits  have  been  giv- 
en againfl:  one  of  our  number  as  ufing  fome 
threatening  expreffions,  v/ehope  it  v^iH  not  be 
imputed  to  the  community.  If  our  accufers 
be  permitted  to  come  up  in  troops,  as  they 
have  done,  and  violently  demolifhed  one  of  our 
houfes,  and  deftroyed  part  of  our  hay,  and 
threatened  and  infulted  us  w^ith  impunity,  to 
the  great  terror  of  our  wives  and  children, 
when  we  fuffered  patiently,  and  then  accufe 
us  to  our  rulers  of  violence,  injufticc,  fraud, 
force,  infolence,  cruelty,  difhonour  of  his 
Majefl:y*s  government,  and  difturbance  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjed:s,  injuries  and  offences  to 
the  Englifh,  and  the  like,  when  we  know  otii^- 
felves  to  be  innocent,  we  think  it  hard  mea- 
fure  ;  and  muft  have  recourfe  to  Cod,  who 
forbiddcth  to  take  up  a  bad  report  againfl:  our 
neighbour,  and  will,  we  hope,  bring  forthf 
our  righteoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  our  judg- 
ment as  the  noon  day.  If  we  be  guilty  of 
thefe  diforders,  we  know  we  are  liable  to  a 
legal  trial,  and  are  not  fb  weak  as  to  fuppofe 
ourfelves  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's government.  The  fubfcribers  hope 
that  if  any  other  accufations  come  in  againfl 
diem,  they  will  be  allowed  an  equal  hearing 
betore  the^-  be  condemned  ;  and  as  we  enjoy 
the  liberty  of  the  gofpel  here,  which  is  fo 
t  great 
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great  a  mercy,  (hall  improve  it,  for  God*s 
glory  ;  and  as  he  has  taught  us,  be  dutiful  to 
his  Majefty*s  government,  fet  over  us,  and,  if 
pofTible,  hve  peaceably  with  all  men,  Ihall  be 
dcfirous  of  peaceable  neighbours,  that  want  to 
fettle  with  us,  and  to  help  us  to  fubdue  a  part 
of  this  vaft  and  uncultivated  wilderncls  ;  and 
fliall  not  ceafe  to  pray  for  the  divine  bleiling 
on  your  Exxellency*s  perfon  and  government. 
Done  at  Nuffield,  Feb.  27,  1719-20,  and 
fubfcribcd  by 

JAMES  McGREGORE,  &c. 


No.   V. 

An  original  Letter  of  Governor  Shute  to  Mr. 
P^NHALLOw.      (Vol.  II.    p.  42.) 

BoJIon,  Feb.  2,    171S-19. 
Sir, 

DR.  COOKE  having  again  over  his  cups 
treated  me  very  fcandaloufly,  I  have 
complained  to  the  council  who  I  don't  quef- 
tion  will  do  mc  juftice. 

It  will  be  of  fervice  to  me  to  have  a  certifi- 
cate to  Ihew  how  drunk  he  was  that  night  that 
he  and  Colonel  Goff  broke  into  our  compa- 
ny at  young  Geriih's,  for  I  remember  that 
you  and  Mr.  Bridger  told  me  that  he  ilay'd  fo 

long 
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long  after  we  were  gone,  as  tb  get  fo  drunk 
that  he  coud  yieither  go  nor  Jland ;  if  this  be 
flrongly  certified,  I  believe  it  will  give  him  a 
good  lift.  Pray  my  fervice  to  the  Lieut, 
Governor,  the  council  and  your  family. 
I  am,   Sir, 

your  humble  fervant, 

SAMUEL  SHUTE. 


No.   VL 

To  b:s  £^cclhncy  J  o  N  a  T  h  a  n  B E  L  c  h  e  R ,  Efq> 
Captain  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  in 
and  over  his  MaJeJ}y*s  Province  of  Ne-w^ 
Hampjhire,  in  Neii'-England.  To  the  Hon- 
ourahle  the  Council  and  Reprcjentatives  in 
General  Court  ajfem.bled.  The  Complaint  and 
Petition  of  Hugh  Adams,  Clerk,  the  Gof- 
pel  Minijler  and  Paflor  of  the  Church  nt 
Durkafu  12:1  thin  faid  Province^ 

HUMBLY     SHEWETH, 

rORx\SMUCH  as  your  complainant  peti- 
tioner hath  been  more  than  one  and 
twenty  years  laft  paft  a  labourer  in  the  word 
and  doctrine  of  Chrift  lincerelv  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  ability  amongft  that  people,  although 
the  good  laws  of  this  faid  province  fo  far  have 
required  of  them  ;   and  their  own  contracft  or 

agreement 
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agreement  with  him,  voted  by  them  in  the 
firfl  week  of  the  month  of  April,  anno  1717, 
as  by  a  copy  of  the  record  of  Oyfl:cr  river  pa- 
riih  or  faid  town,  as  alfo  by  the  evidences  of 
fome  of  their  then  feled:  men  and  committee 
may  appear  in  order  for  his   fupport,  with  a 
competent    falary  of  one  hundred  and  four 
poiinds  during  his  miniflry  there,   even   then 
when  filver  money  was  not   of  more  value 
than  ten  fhilhngs   per  ounce  annually,  to   be 
paid  as  then  underflood  in  the  real  value  there- 
of, and  not  only  in  the  bare  name  of  fo  much, 
and  unanimoufly  agreed  by  their  then  commit- 
tee, to  be  paid  punilually  each  year,  one  half 
of  faid  falary,    i.  e.  £^2,  at  the  end  of  or 
within  each  fix  months,  i.  e.  thefirfl:  week  in 
October  and  April,  with  other  material  articles 
of  faid  agreement  for  his  maintenance  among 
them,  which  alfo  hath  obliged  them  thereun- 
to, yet  have  they  not  in  any  one  year  of  fliid 
time  of  three  apprentice Ihips   fince  their  faid 
contract,  been  honeft  nor  faithful  by  the  pay- 
ment thereof  in  the  jufl  value,   nor  in  due 
feafon,  fo  as  that  the  hire  of  his   minifterial 
labours  fo  much  and  long  being  kept  back  by 
their  facrilegious  fraud,   hath  been  crying  in 
the  ears  of  Chrifl  the  Lord  of  flibbaoth,  fo  to 
expofc   them  and  their   covenant  and   file^it 
neighbours  in   this    faid    province,   unto   tlic 
curie  denounced  which  hath  been  fo  lonii  and 

often 
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often  executed  in  fuch  a  variety  of  deflroying, 
terrifying  and  impoverifhing  judgments  oi 
God,  too  many  herein  to  be  enumerated,  and 
fo  much  thereof  evidently  occafioned  by  faid 
parilh  and  town,  being  therein  fo  long  tole- 
rated with  impunity,  as  an  Achan  in  the  camp; 
and  as  the  feven  fons  of  Saul,  in  the  days  of 
King  DaviJ  ;  and  as  Jonah  in  the  lliip  of  the 
commonwealth  of  this  province  aforefaid. 
.•\nd  efpecially  whereas  the  principal  article  in 
the  faid  contrail  infilled  on  by  their  faid  min- 
iiler,  wherein  their  then  fcled:  men  and  com- 
mittee agreed,  by  manual  vote  and  voice  (ne- 
inine  contradicente)  but  was  not  entered  by 
their  then  parifh  clerk,  John  Smith,  who  de- 
icafed  anno  1722,  with  or  after  the  other  ar- 
ticles hereof  in  tlie  record  rolls  of  their  then 
parifh  of  Oyfler  river,  or  fince  town  of  Dur- 
ham, and  fince  yearly  on  very  fervent  intreat- 
ics  to  have  the  fame  articles  entered  upon 
.their  records  and  obferved  for  the  yearly  per- 
formance thereof  for  the  future,  whereunto 
neverthelefs  they  have  been  inexorable  beyond 
all  reafon  and  juflice,  hitherto  in  difrcgarding 
faid  above  hinted  article,  viz.  That  each  year 
one  half  of  faid  falary  of  ^104,  which  is  ^52, 
ihquld  be  paid  in  to  him  or  his  order  at  or 
before  the  end  of  each  fix  months  or  half 
year,  i.  e.  the  tirft  week  in  October  and  April, 
which  committee  vote  or  vo^v  of  theirs,   has 

never 
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aeyer  yet,  in  any  one  year  of  the  twenty-one 
years  of  my  minil-try  amongrr  them,  been  per- 
formed :  But  moAly  deferred  until  at  lead 
three  months  after  faid  former  half  year's 
harvcft  was  ended,  when  the  price  of  provii^ 
ions  was  raifed  at  leall:  twenty-five  per  cent; 
dearer  than  at  harvell:  or  in  gathering  thereof  i 
which  delinquency  of  theirs  in  faid  twenty- 
one  years  hath  been  to  the  damage  of  faid 
minifter  above  ^^520  in  faid  parilli  and  town; 
efpccially  where  he  has  been  neceilitated,  rafth- 
cr  than  ftarvs,  to  borrow  confidcrable  fums  of 
money  upon  fix,  ten,  fifteen  and  twxnty  per 
cent,  intercft  yearly,  and  running  on  intereft 
upon  interefl:,  yet  unto  this  day,  to  his  impov- 
erifhing  opprelTion,  and  finking  difcourage- 
ment ;  and  reduced  his  falary  of  £iO/\.  of  late 
years  to  the  name  thereof,  when  in  prefent  va]* 
lie  as  the  altered  prices  of  all  necelTarics  for 
hvelihood  are  about  two  hundred  per  cent, 
dearer  than  when  their  faid  contrail  was 
made.  His  falary  now  is  fcarce  more  in  real 
worth  than  ^36  each  year,  although  their 
rateable  lieads,  families,  cattle  and  lands  have 
increafed  treble  their  ability  more  than  at  firfi: 
agreement.  Alio  this  year,  1738,  the  major- 
ity of  faid  Durham  inhabitants  have  flopped 
iheirears  at  tlie  cry  of  the  poor  at  their  two 
publick  town  meetings,  altliough  it  is  threat- 
ened 
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cned  they  fhall  cry  themfelves  but  fhall  not  be 
heard. 

Therefore  now  the  opprefling  neceffities  of 
the  complainant  petitioner  conflrain  him  to 
pray  he  may  be  regarded  by  this  great  and 
General  Court  aflembled  in  thcfe  his  follow- 
ing requcfts,  as  Chrifl:  Jefus  Immanucl,  to  en^^ 
courage  each  of  his  faithful  miniflers,  tcllify- 
eth  faying,  *  He  that  heareth  you,  hear- 
*  eth   me.*  ^ 

1 .  Requefl  that  the  records  of  faid  parilli, 
named  Oyltcr  river,  and  now  ch^tcred  town 
of  Durham,  may  be  fo  far  impeached  as  that 
the  faid  article  may  be  entered  by  the  prcfcnt 
town  clerk,  Lieut.  Samuel  Smith  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly that  he  may  be  fummoned  to  bring 
Durham's  town-book  of  rolls,  and  likewife 
Capt.  Francis  Mathews,  the  former  town 
clerk,  to  bring  the  record  rolls  of  faid  Oyfter 
river  parilli  if  yet  in  his  pofleilion  ;  and 
likewife  Lieut.  Abraham  Bennick  and  Mr. 
Sampfon  Doc,  then  of  the  fclcd:  men  and 
committee  for  faid  parifa  in  that  year  1717, 
to  give  in  or  renew  their  oath  or  ailidavit, 
each  of  them  fcr  confirhiing  the  truth  of  fiid 
article. 

2.  Requefl  na  :  he  petitioner's  faid  falary 
of  ^104  maybecrvaded  for  the  future  during 
the  remainder  of  his  miniftry  in  laid,  town,  to 
be  made  good  in  full  value  as  really  as  in 

name, 
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n^mc,  and  to  be  paid  in  due  feafon  according 
to  the  requefl  and  article  aforefaid,  with  fuffi- 
cient  penalty  for  any  delinquency  thereof, 
which,  as  written  in  the  divine  law  moral,  is 
the  fifth  part  of  the  principal,  to  be  added  un- 
to it  as  evident  from  Lev.  v.  15,  16.  Num. 
v;;;6,7,  8. 

;^.  Requefl:  that  delinquency  from  the  pay- 
ment of  any  lawful  fettled  miniller's  falary 
within  faid  province,  may  be  enacted  a  crim- 
inal cafe,  or  matter  prefentable  by  any  grand 
juror,  upon  complaint  made  to  him  at  each 
or  any  court  of  feilions  quaiterly,  as  in  the 
Mafia chuietts  province  government,  which  I 
perceive  by  Pfalms  xli.  1,2,3,  ^^  ^^^^  principal 
realbn  why  thev  have  been  hitherto  propor- 
tionably  fpared  from  the  throat  pejlilcnce  and 
other  impovcrifhing,  more  than  Ncw-Hamp- 
fhirc. 

4.  Rcqueft  that  Daniel  Davis  of  faid  Dur- 
h:mi,  may  be  fummoned  and  judged  by  this 
moll  Honourable  Court  of  New-Hampihire 
province  atorefaid,  for  his  fundry  years,  tref- 
palling  upon  and  inclofing  within  his  fence 
and  detaining  {o  forcibly  from  faid  minifler 
leveral  years  previous  poirelTion  thereof,  fun- 
dry  acres  of  upland,  and  fait  marlh  and 
thatch  bed,  belonging  to  the  glebe  land  or 
parfonage,  poffciTed  by,  improved  for,  as  alfo 
•grantetlto,  the  minillcr  of  laid  parilb  or  town 

at 
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at  leafl  fixty  years,  and  for  evidence  thereof, 
that  Capt.  Francis  Mathews  and  his  next 
peighbour  Jonathan  Willey  the  eldeft,  and  Jo- 
feph  Stephens,  his  fon,  and  Wilham  Willey, 
may  each  of  them  be  fummoned.  Moreover 
the  faid  robbed  and  defrauded  minifter  prays 
th<it  it  may  likcvvifc  be  ordered,  that  the  fe- 
|ed:  men  of  faid  each  year  may  refcue  faid  par- 
fonage  land  from  hini  the  faid  Daniel  Davis 
.and  every  other  imjud:  incroachcr  thereon, 
and  on  each  other  parcel  of  glebe  land  or  par- 
fonage  (as  viz.)  the  long  marlh  and  that  par- 
cel of  miniilerial  land  lying  on  the  highway 
leading  S.  and  W.  toward  Lampereell  river, 
^nd  bounded  E.  and  S.  on  Potter  Mafon's 
land,  and  S.  and  W.  on  Richard  Denbow*s 
land,  each  of  which  is  lincroached  upon  by 
pne  or  other  of  the  adjacent  neighbours,  and 
although  their  minjfter,  as  their  fpiritual  fath- 
er, fo  long  feeking  their  welfare  in  gathering 
pf  a  church  firft  amongfl  them,  on  March  26, 
1718,  his  prevailing  as  the  drelTer  of  their 
church  vineyard,  with  Immanuel  Chrift  Jefus 
the  Lord  thereof,  for  his  grant  of  four  years 
probation,  whether  the  barren  fig  trees  might, 
.by  a  miniilerial  hufbandry  expended  on  them, 
be  prevailed  with  to  bear  fruit  proportionably 
that  it  might  be  well  with  them  as  in  thegof- 
pel  parable  thereof,  Luke  xiii.  7,  8,  9,  and 
when  tlic  Indian  war  began,  anno  1722,   and 

that 
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tfiat  five  perfons  were  cut  down  thereby,  in 
our  parifh  ;  who  hath  hkewife  prevailed  with 
the  heavenly  Prince  of  Peace  to  make  and^ 
keep  his  covenant  of  peace  with  and  for  us, 
as  written  in  Ezekiel  xxxiv.  25,  yearly  plead- 
ed and  granted  thefe  thirteen  years  hitherto, 
notwithftanding  the  fo  repeatedly  many  ru- 
mours of  wars  free  from  the  reality  thereof. 
Likewifc  in  the  year  1729,  when  Captain 
Samuel  Emerfon  and  Lieut.  Jonathan  Thomjii 
fon  and  Hubbard  Stevens  had  harrafled  their 
fninifter  with  an  antichriftian  council  ecclefiafli- 
cal  countenanced  by  the  then  Commander  in 
chief,  after  which  the  faid  Emerfon  and  Ko- 
rite  company,  by  their  negative  clandeftine 
votes  robbed  him  of  the  ^^50  addition  to  his 
felary,  they  granted  him  the  preceding  year 
1728.  Ivt  his  fo  provoked  fubjedlion  to  paf- 
lion,  as  Elias  in  James  v.  17,  18,  he  the  faid 
minifter,  while  it  was  yet  more  than  three 
months  to  the  harvefl:,  prayed  it  might  not 
rain,  and  it  rained  not  until  three  months  af- 
ter ;  when  in  regard  to  tlie  importunity  of 
fomc  friendly  brethren,  he  appointed  and 
eonfcicntioiifly  flindificd  a  church  fall:,  fronT 
evening  to  evening,  abftained  three  mea^s 
from  eating,  drinking  and  fnioking  any  thing ; 
in  beginning  of  September  that  year  1729'; 
and  the  Lord  Ghrili  was  pleafed  to  hear  iir 
heaven  and  grant   fuch  repeated  plentiful  and 
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warm  rains,  as  recovered  the  languifliing  corn*, 
grafs  and  fruits  of  the  trees,  unto  a  confidera- 
ble  harveft  thereof  j  fo  as  was  then  remarka- 
ble. And  in  that  year  1733,  when  the  faid 
parifh,  by  the  General  Court,  was  chartered 
into  the  townfliip  of  Durham  in  anfwer  unta 
their  faid  minifter's  petition,  for  its  privileges 
and  faid  name  as  therein  pleaded  for,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  fiid  town  proceeded  by  their 
chofen  committee,  at  their  moil  general  meet- 
ing, to  divide  their  commons,  voting  their 
minifter  aforefaid,  lliould,  as  he  did  draw  lots 
for  them  all,  yet  he  cannot  prevail  with  the 
lot  layers  to  furvey  his  lot  of  twenty-five 
acres,  nor  inform  him  where  he  may  have  it 
laid  out  for  him,  neither  have  faid  inhabitants 
fulfilled  their  condition  of  honourably  fup- 
porting  their  minifter.  And  fince  no  inferior 
Court  in  this  faid  province  hitherto  could  do 
juftice  to  your  petitioner,  he  is  therefore  now 
necefTitated  to  flee  for  refuge  to  this  Supreme 
Legiflative  Court  of  nurfing  fathers  ;  in  cacli 
of  which  requells,  your  fo  long  oppreffed  pe- 
titioner importunately  afketh  for  juftice,  firm- 
ly believing,  after  that,  God  will  be  intreated 
for  the  land  in  Ncw-Hamplhire. 

So   complaineth   and   pi-ayeth   tlie   above- 
named  petitioner, 

HUGH  ADAMS.^ 
No. 
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No.  VIL 

l^hc  Opinions  of  "John  Read  and  Robert  Auchmu^ 
ly,  on  the  cafe  o/JoHN  Tufton  Mason, 
173S  [Vol.  11./).  160.) 

i6?.9,  npHE  Prefident  and  Council  cflablifh- 
Nov,7.  J^  ^f^  j^(-  Plymouth  for  the  planting 
and  governing  of  New-England,  granted  to 
Capt.  John  Mafon,  of  London,  Efq.  all  that 
part  of  the  main  land  in  New-England  from 
the  middle  of  Merrimack  river,  along  the  fea 
coafl:  to  Pafcataqua  river,  up  that  river  to  the 
fiirtheft  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  north- 
weflward  till  three  fcorc  miles  be  finiflied 
from  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua  river,  and 
from  Merrimack  through  that  river  to  the 
farthefl:  head  thereof,  and  fo  forwards  up  into 
the  land  wcftward,  till  three  fcore  mills  be  fin- 
iflied, and  and  from  thence  to  crofs  overland 
to  the  three  fcore  miles  end,  accounted  from 
Pafcataqua  river,  together  with  all  the  iflands 
within  five  miles  of  the  premifes,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances which  the  faid  John  Mafon,  with 
their  confent,  intended  to  nam.c  New-Hamp- 
fliirc,  to  hold  to  t|ie  fiid  John  M^fon  and  his 
heirs. 

J  635, 
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1635,  April  22.  The  prcfidcnt  and  coun- 
cil aforcfaid,  grant  to  the  fiiid  John  Mafon,  all 
f hat  part  of  New-England,  from  the  middle 
of  Naumkege  river,  along  the  fea  coaft,' 
found  Cape-Ann  to  Pafcataqua  harbour,  and 
up  the  river  Newichawannack,  to  the  fartheR 
head  thereof,  and  from'  thence  northweftward 
till  fixty  miles  be  finilhed  from  the  entrance 
Pafcataqua  harbour,  and  from  Naumkege 
through  the  river  into  tKe  land  weft  fixty 
miles,  from  which  period,  to  crofs  over  land 
to  the  fixty  miles  end,  accounted  from  Pafcat- 
aqua aforefaid,  and  the  fouth  half  of  the  Ifle 
of  Shoals  and  all  other  iflands  within  five 
leagues  of  the  premifes,  all  to  be  called  New- 
Hampfhire,  alfo  another  parcel  of  land  lying 
on  the  fouth  eaft  lide  of  Sagadahock,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  containing  near  ten  thou- 
fand  acres,  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  Mafo- 
fiia,  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs. 

N.  B.  Sir  William  Jones,  and  Sir  F.  Win- 
nington,  attorney  and  folicitor-general  in  their 
report  in  favour  of  Robert  Mafon,  grandfon 
of  John  Mafon,  his  title  to  New-Hamplliire, 
mention  another  grant  from  faid  prefident 
and  council,  to  Capt  John  Mafon,  dated  9th 
March,  1620,  which  I  have  not  feen. 

^^35»  A^^"^'- 26.  Capt.  John  Mafon,  by 
his  laft  will,  devifed  to  t^ie  mayor  and  com- 
<YiOnalty  of  Kingflynn,  tVvO  thou  fan  d  acres  of 

land 
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land  in  his  county  of  New-Hampfliire,   of 
manor  of  Mafon  hall  in  New-England,  which 
his  executrix  and  overfeer  fhould  think  mofh 
fit.     Item  to  his  brother-in-law  John  Wol- 
lafton,    three   thoufand  acres   of  land  in  his 
county  of  New-Hampfliire  or  manor  of  Ma- 
fon hall,  where  his  faid  brother  and  executrix 
ihould  thmk  fit ;  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs. 
Item  to  his  grand  child  Anne  Tufton,    Mafo- 
nia,  to  hold  to  her  and  her  heirs.     Item  to  his 
grandchild  Robert  Tufton,  his  manor  of  Ma- 
fon hall,  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs,  pro- 
vided he  alter  his  firname,   and  name  himfelf 
Mafon  firll:.     Itein  to  John  Wollallon  afore- 
faid  two  thoufand  acres  of  land  in  his  county 
of  New-Hamplhire,   in  truft  to  convey   one 
thoufand  to  fome  feoffee  in  truft  towards  the 
maintenance   of  a   godly  minifter  in   New- 
Hampfhire,  and  the  other  thoufand  to  fomc 
feoffee  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  free  gram- 
mar fchool  in  New-Hampfhire.     Item  to  his 
grandchild  John  Tufton,   all  the  reft  of  his 
manors,  meifuages,  lands,  tenements  and  here- 
ditaments, in  his  county  of  New-Hampfliire, 
or  elfewhere  in  New-England,  to  hold  to  him 
and  the  heirs  of  his  body.     Remainder  to  his 
coufin  Doctor  Robert    Mafon,  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body,  and  for  want  of  fuch  ifiuc 
to  revert  to  the  donor  and  his  heirs,  pravided 
his  grandchild  John  Tufton  (hall  alter  hrs  fir- 
Z  name,- 
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name,  and firname  himfclf  Mafon;  firfl provid- 
ed alfo  the  faid  John  Tiifton  fliall  pay  his  fifter 
Mary  Tiifton  out  of  the  manors  melTuages, 
lands  and  tenements  aforefaid,  >r500  fterling 
for  her  preferment  in  marriage,  &c.  and  di^d, 
and  on  the  fecond  of  December  following,  hfs- 
will  was  proved  in  the  prerogative  court  oif 
Canterbury  and  adminiftration,  granted  to 
Anne,  his  widow  executri?^. 

1677.  John  and  Anne,  grandchildren,  died 
without  ilfuc,  and  their  eftates  came  to  Robert* 
Tufton  Mafon,  accordingly  for  whom  King 
Charles  II.  fettled  the  bound  line  between 
New-Hampfhire  and  the  MaiTachufetts  Bay, 
and  he  died  leaving  two  fons,  John  and 
Robert. 

1 691 ,  April  27.  John  and  Robert  Tufton 
Mafon  bargained  and  fold  to  Samuel  Allen  of 
London,  merchant,  for  a  fum  of  money,  all 
New-Hampfliire,  as  bounded  in  their  great 
grandfathcr*s  grant  of  1 635,  and  Mafonia,  alfo 
part  of  the  province  of  Main,  the  country  Ma- 
riana, province  of  Laconia,  and  feveral  towns  in 
New-Hampfliire,  as  heretofore  defcribed  with 
the  appurtenances,  deed  and  charters  thereof, 
to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs.  Tlien  John 
died  without  iffue.  That  Robert  Tufton 
Mafon,  furviving  great  grandfon  ol  Captain 
John  Mafon,  lived  ^ind  died  at  Portfmouth, 
of  Pafc.Uaqua,  about  fortv  years  ago,  leaving 

hiQ 
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his  eldefl:  fon,  John  Tufton  Mafon  and  feveral 
other  children  ;  and  this  John  Tufton  Mafon, 
about  twenty  years  after,  died,  leaving  one 
only  child,  John  Tufton  Mafon,  of  Bolion, 
mariner,  who  claims  the  province  of  New* 
Hamplhire,  and  would  compound  with  the 
province  of  the  Maflachiifetts  Bay.  all  differ* 
ences  between  them.. 

.%.  Upon  the  whole,  what  intereft  hath 
this  John  Tufton  Mafon  in  Ncw-Hanipfliire, 
and  to  what  purpofc  and  effe6t  can  the  prov- 
ince* agree  with  him,  and  in  what  manner 
execute  it  ? 

Anfw.  So  much  as  the  Prefident  and 
Council  aforefiiid  conveyed  to  Captain  John 
Mafon  for  Nfew-Hamplhire,  except  the  lands 
fouthward  of  Merrimack  river,  and  witliin 
three  miles  of  it  on  the  northerly  fide,  which 
Was  before  conveyed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony  of  the  MatTachufctts,  and  except  feven 
thoufand  acres  particularly  devifed,  and  the 
manor  of  Maibn  hall,  the  bounds  and  con- 
tents whereof  I  know  not.  I  fay  all  the  refl 
of  New-HamplLire,  Captain  John  Malon,  by 
his  will  aforcfaid,  devifed  to  his  grandfon, 
John  Tufton  Mafon,  in  tail,  general.  Re- 
mainder to  his  grandfon,  Robert  Tutton  Md- 
fon,  in  tail  general,  with  remainders  over, 
and  the  right  has  properly  remained  dcfccnd- 
^d,  and  come  to  this  fuha  Tufton  Mafon,  of 
Z    2  Bollon. 

*   Of  Mairaclnifotts. 
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Bofton,  mariner,  the  alienation  of  his  greaf 
uncle  and  grandfather  aforefaid  notwithftand- 
ing,  which  could  be  of  ?io  avail  after  their 
death.  But  if  at  their  death  his  father  was  of 
full  age,  it  is  lo  many  years  ago,  that  his  fuit 
is  effedually  barred  by  ftatute  21,  James  I. 
chap.  xvi.  which  requires  him  or  his  heirs  to 
bring  it  within  twenty  years  aft-er  the  title  ac- 
cnied  at  fartheft.  And  if  he  ever  came  of 
age,  he  or  his  heirs  could  have  but  fen  years 
after  he  was  of  age,  or  after  his  death,  to 
bring  this  fuit,  which  muft  be  elapfed  in  this 
time,  and  their  fuit  intirely  barred,  for  which 
only  reafon  I  am  of  opinion  this  Province  can 
neither  get  nor  lofe  by  him  and  his  title  afore- 
faid. JOHN  READ. 

I  conceive  the  right  properly  defcends  to 
John  Tufton  Mafon,  of  Bofton,  mariner,  the 
alienation  aforefaid  notwithftanding  ;  and 
am  of  opinion  the  ftatute  of  limitation  afore- 
faid will  not  be  held  of  itfelf  to  extend  to 
New-England,  ber-ng  an  a(5l  not  affirmative  of 
the  common  law  in  abridgment  of  the  gener- 
al right  the  party  has  of  purfuing,  and  be- 
vond  twenty  years  aflerting  his  property,  and 
from  the  exprefs  words  of  the  ftatute,  the 
fame  appears  to  be  confined  to  the  realm  of 
England.  John  Tufton  Mafbn  cannot  con- 
vey  but  for  his  life,  and  not  that,  being  out  of 
poUellion,-  till  he  regains  the  fame.  What- 
ever 
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ever  fniit  the  province  may  cxped:  from  his 
title  mufl:  be  by  proper  powers. 

ROBERT  AUCHMUTY. 
BoJIony  June  16,  1738. 


No.  viir. 

Copy  of  ^(cries [lilted  hy  Jeremy  Gridley, 
Efq.  of  BoJIori,  and  ivifwered  by  N.  Faza- 
KERLEY,Erq.t?/'LW£?;7.   (Vol. II. p.  266.) 

^      "X  ^  ^  ^"^  ^^  H  ER  a  jin£  Jur  cognizance , 

^'     VV      &c.   levied  at   Weftminiler,   of 

Unds  lying  in  New-England,  by  fit5tion,  fup- 

pofed  to  be  in  England,   will  bar  the  heir  in 

tail  by  common  or  ftatute  law  ? 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  heir  in  tail  will  not 
be  barred  or  affcdled  thereby. 

^.  Whether  a  common  recovery  fuffered 
of  fuch  lands,  will  be  a  bar  to  the  heir  in  tail  ? 
N,  B.  There  was  a  proper  court  in  the  plant- 
ation where  a  fine  might  have  been  levied,  and 
a  reccfvcry  fuffered,  and  the  fervice  of  the 
writ  in  the  com.mon  recovery  was  upon  thq 
heir  in  tail  then  in  England. 

I  think  the  heir  in  tail  will  not  be  barred 
or  aifcdcd  thereby. 
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■  £>//.  .Whether  fuch  a  fine  and  recovery 
will  bar  the  heir  in  tail  in  a  plantation  where 
ilich  heir  has  a  right  to  the  jurifdidion  and 
prerogatives  iifcd  by  the  Biihop  of  Durham 
in  the  county  palatine  of  Durham,  though  he 
c\k\  not  exercife  his  right  at  that  time,  and 
there  were  courts  there  under  the  appoint- 
inent  of  the  crown  ? 

If  ^:he  fads  relating  to  this  queftion  had 
been  ftated,  I  might  have  been  able  to  have 
given  a  dircdl  anfwcr  to  this  queftion.  How- 
ever this  general  anlwer  may  probably  anfwer 
the  intent  of  the  queftion,  for  I  am  of  opin- 
ion that  a  fine,  or  recovery,  cannot  operate  up- 
on any  real  eflate  or  interefl  lying  out  of  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
and  confequently  cannot  bar  or  afled  any 
eftate  tail  in  any  foreign  colony  or  plantation, 
/•ad  in  my  opinion  fuch  a  law  would  be  of 
moft  dangerous  confequence  to  eftates  in 
thofe  countries,  and  introduce  great  uncer- 
tainty and  confufion  if  the  eflates  of  the  in- 
habitants were  to  be  alfeded  by  records  pri- 
vately made  up  in  this  country,  which  may 
be  laid  in  one  county  as  well  as  another. 

^/.  Whetlier  any  judgments  have  been 
given  at  Weftminfter,  upon  the  validity  and 
force  of  fuch  fines  and  recoveries,  and  what 
arc  they  ? 

I  know 
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1  know  not  that  there  has  been  any  fuch 
judgment  ;  but  a  few  years  ago,  when  the 
prel'ent  Lord  Chancellor  was  Chief  Juftice  of 
the  King's  Bench,  there  was  a  writ  of  error 
brought  to  reverfe  a  fine  levied  in  the  common 
pleas,  and  the  error  ailigned  was  that  it  ap- 
peared upon  the  face  of  the  record,  that  the 
lands  lay  in  partibus  trafifinarinisy  and  the  de- 
fendant in  error  vyas  fo  fenfible  of  the  objec- 
tion, that  he  moved  the  court  of  common 
pleas  to  amend  by  Itriking  out  the  words  /;/ 
partibus  tranfmarinis^  which  put  an  end  to  the 
caufe.  And  I  do  not  know  of  any  other 
judgment.  But  as  to  recoveries,  how  can  a 
writ  of  feizin  be  awarded  or  returned  ?  for  the 
Iherift'  cannot  give  feizin  of  lands  out  of  his 
bailiwick.* 

N.  FAZAKERLEY, 
May  21,    (754. 

*  The  iclzin  of  tlie  Lands  of  Ncw-IIampniiie,  when 
fold  to  Samuel  Allen,  was  given  by  the  Sheriff  of  Kent,  in 
England. 
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No.   IX. 

An  original  Letter  from  Gov.  Wentworth 
to  Gov.  Shirley. 
Por tf mouthy  2%d  March y  1754. 
(Vol.  II.   p.  ^81.) 

S  I   R, 

IT  gives  me  great  concern  to  find  by  your 
Excellency 'S  letter  of  the  1 8th  current, 
that  the  intelligencies  you  have  from  the  caft- 
ward,  confirm  the  report  of  the  Fort  the 
French  are  building  on  or  near  Kennebeck 
river.  This  part  of  the  Fiench  policy,  it  con- 
cerns all  his  Majefty's  colonies  to  defeat,  as 
the  building  forts  within  the  undoubted  limits 
of  his  Majefty's  dominions,  is  not  only  a  vio- 
lation of  all  treaties  fubfifting  between  his 
Britannick  Majefty  and  the  French  King,  but 
has  a  fatal  tendency  to  difturb  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  all  his  Majefly's  colonies  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Arnerica,  and  therefore  I  {ball  think 
it  my  duty,  if  I  can  obtain  affiftance  from  the 
affembly,  to  prevent  not  only  the  building 
this,  but  any  other  fort  within  the  known 
limits  of  the  King^s  dominions,  after  they 
\\pit  been  dciired  and  required  to  deiiil. 

In 
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In  a  poftfcript  of  my  laft  letter,  I  advifeJ 
your  Excellency  that  the  two  perfons  indid:ed 
for  the  murder  of  two  Indians,  the  grand  Ju- 
rors had  found  a  bill  againft,  and  on  Monday 
they  were  put  in  irons,  and  to  remain  fo  un- 
til the  day  appointed  for  their  trial,  but  on 
Thurfday  morning  about  two  of  the  clock,  a 
mob  affembled,  and  with  axes  and  crows 
broke  open,  and  rent  in  pieces  the  outer  and 
inner  doors  of  the  prifon,  and  refcued  the  prif- 
oners,  and  in  fo  filent  a  manner,  that  the 
neighbouring  houfes  were  not  dilfurbed,  un- 
til the  main  body  had  got  polTeflion  of  the 
prifoners,  and  then  they  marched  out  of  town, 
firing  guns,  and  in  a  moft  infolent manner.  As 
to  the  numbers  it  is  varioufly  reported,  fome 
fay  two  hundred,  and  others  three  hundred, 
but  it  is  my  opinion,  they  thought  themfelves 
lirong  enough  to  rcfift  the  town  had  they 
been  difcovered  ;  and  it  is  generally  fuppo- 
fed  the  far  greater  part  of  this  riotous  gang 
came  out  of  the  country,  and  from  the  fron- 
tiers who  will  be  mod:  expofed,  if  by  their 
unprecedented  condud:  it  fliould  be  the  caufe 
of  a  war  ;  but  that  a  white  man  fl>iould  not  be 
hanged  for  killing  an  Indian,  has  taken  fuch 
deep  root  in  the  minds  of  the  unthinking 
multitude,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  remove  it. 

I  convened  the  council  on  this  occafion, 
who  advifed  m,c  to  ifiuea  proclamation,  prom- 

iling 
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ifing  a  reward  for  apprehending  the  prifoners, 
but  they  delircd  to  fufpend  their  advice  on  the 
rioters,  until  the  next  week,  alledging  that  as 
there   was  fo   great  a  number  concerned,  it 
mufl  be  impoilible  but  fome   difcovery  muft 
be  made  in  a  more  eafy  way  j    fo  I  have  ad- 
journed the  coniideration   thereof  until  next 
week,  hoping  fome  difcovery  may  be  made.ia 
the  mean  time,  of  fome  of  the  leaders. 
I  am,    with  the  greateft  refped:. 
Sir,    your   Excellency's    moft 
obedient,     humble    fcrvant, 

B.  WENTWORTH. 


No.   X. 

A  particular  Account  of  the  Captivity  of  Mrs. 
Jemima  Howe,  by  the  Rev.  Bunker 
Gay,  of  Hinfdale,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Au- 
thor.    (Vol.  II.    p.  295.) 

Julys;,  A  S  MelTrs.  Caleb  Howe,  Hilkiah 
*755-  £\,  Grout,  and  Benjamin  GafEeld, 
who  had  been  hoeing  corn  in  the  meadow, 
Vveft  of  the  river,  were  returning  home,  a  lit- 
tle before  funfet,  to  a  place  called  Bridgman*s 
Fort,  they  were  fired  upon  by  twelve  Indians, 
who  had  ambuflicd  their  path.     Howe  was 

on 
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on  horfeback,  with  two  young  lads,  his  child- 
ren,   behind  him.     A  ball,  which  broke  his 
thigh,  brought  him  to  the  ground.    His  horie 
ran  a  few  rods  and  fell  likewife,  and  both  the 
lads  were  taken.     The  Indians  in  their  favage 
manner,   coming  up   to   Howe,    pierced   his 
body  with  a  fpear,  tore  off  his  fcalp,    lluck  a 
hatchet  in  his  head,   and  left  him  in  this  for- 
lorn   condition.       He    was    found   alive   the 
morning  after,  by  a  party  of  men  from   Fort 
Hinldale  ;    and  being  alked  by  one  of  the  par- 
ty whether  he  knew  him,  he  anfwercd,  yes,  I 
know  you  aJl.     Thelc  were  his   lalf  words, 
though  he  did  not  expire  until  after  his  friends 
had   arrived   with    him    at     Fort     Hinfdale. 
Grout  was  fo  fortunate   as   to  efcapc  unhurt. 
But  Gafhcld,   in  attempting  to  wade  through 
the  river,  at  a  certain  place  which  w  as  indeed 
fordable    at    that   time,     was    unfortunately 
drowned.     FluHicd  with  the  fuccefs  they  had 
met  with  here,  the  favagcs  went   dired:ly   to 
Bridgman's  Fort.     There  was  no  man  in  it, 
and  only  three  women  and  fome  children,  viz. 
Mrs.  Jemima   Howe,    Mrs.    Submit  Grout, 
and  Mrs.  Eunice  Gaffield.     Their  hufoands, 
I  need  not  mention  again,   and  their  feelings 
at  this  juncture  I  will  not  attempt  to  defcribe. 
They  had  heard  the  enemies  guns,  but  knew 
not  what  had  happened  to  their  friends.     Ex- 
tremely anxious   for  their  flifety,   they  ftood 

longing 
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ionging  to   embrace  them,   until   at   length, 
concluding  from  the  noife  they  heard  without 
th-Ai  iomc  of  them  were  come,  they  unbarred 
the  gate  in  a  hurry  to  receive  them  ;   when 
lo  !    to  their  inexprelTible  diiappointment  and 
furprife,  inftead  of  their  hufbands,  in  rufhed 
a  number  of  hideous  Indians,  to  whom  they 
and  their  tender  offspring  became  an  eafy  prey; 
and  from  whom  they  had  nothing  to  exped:, 
but  either  an  immediate  death,   or  a  long  and 
doleful  captivity.     The  latter  of  thefe,  by  the 
favor  of  Providence,  turned  out  to  be  the  lot 
of  thefe  unhappy  women  and  their  ftill  more 
unhappy,    becaufe   more   helplefs,    children. 
Mrs.  Gaffield  had  but  one,   Mrs.  Grout  had 
three,  and  Mrs.  Howe  feven.     The  eldeft  of 
Mrs.  Howe's  vv^as  eleven  years  old,   and  the 
youngeft   but   fix  months.     The  two  eldeft 
were  daughters,  which  fhe  had  by  her  firft 
hulband,  Mr.  William  Phipps,  who  was  alfo 
flain  by  the  Indians,   of  which,   I   doubt  not 
but  you  have  feen  an  account  in  Mr,  Doolit- 
tle*s  hiftory.     It  was  from  the  mouth  of  this 
woman   that   I  lately  received  the  foregoing 
account.     She  alfo  gave  me,  I   doubt  not,  a 
true,  though  to  be  fure,  a  very  brief  and  im- 
perfe(^l  hiftory  of  her  captivity,  which  I  here 
infert  for  your  perufal.     It   may  perhaps  af- 
ford  you   fome  amufement,  and  can  do  no 
harm  ;    if  after  it  has  undergone  your  critical 
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infpe(5tion,  you  fliould  not  think  it  (or  an  a- 
breviation  of  it)  worthy  to  be  prefer vedamon<^ 
the  records  you  are  about  to  publifh. 

•  The  Indians  (fhe  fays)  having  plundered 
and  put  fire  to  the  Fort,  we  marched  as  near 
as  I  could  judge,  a  mile  and  a  half  into  the 
woods,  where  we  encamped  that  night.  When 
the  morning  came,  and  we  had  advanced  as 
much  farther,  fix  Indians  were  fent  back  to 
the  place  of  our  late  abode,  who  colled:ed  a 
little  more  plunder,  and  deftroyed  fome  other 
effed:s  that  had  been  left  behind  ;  but  they 
did  not  return  until  the  day  was  fo  fir  fpent, 
that  it  was  judged  beft  to  continue  where  we 
were,  through  the  night.  Early  the  next 
morning  we  fet  off  for  Canada,  and  continued 
our  march  eight  days  fiiccclTively,  until  we 
had  reached  the  place  where  the  Indians  had 
left  their  canoes,  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Crown  Point.  This  was  a  long  and  tedious 
march;  but  the  captives,  by  divine  allifiance, 
were  enabled  to  endure  it  with  lefs  trouble 
and  difficulty,  than  they  had  reafon  to  expert. 
From  fuch  favage  mailers,  in  fuch  indigent 
circumftances,  we  could  not  rationally  hope 
tor  kinder  treatment  than  we  received.  Some 
of  us,  it  is  true,  had  a  harder  lot  than  others  i 
and,  among  the  children,  I  thought  my  forr 
Squire  had  the  hardeft  of  any.  He  was  then 
ouly  four  vears  old,  and  wlien  w^  fi:opped  ta 
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rell  our  weary  limbs,  and  he  fat  down  on  his 
maftcr's  pack,  the  favage  monfter  would  often 
knock  him  off  j  and  fomctimes  too,  with  the 
handle  of  his  hatchet.  Several  -ugly  marks, 
indented  in  his  head  by  the  cruel  Indians,  at  ! 
that  tender  age,  are  flill  plainly  to  he  feen.  i 

At  length  we  arrived  at  Crown  Point,  and  i 
took  up  our  quarters  there,  for  the  fpace  of  : 
near  a  week.  In  the  mean  time  fome  of  the 
Indians  went  to  Montreal,  and  took  fevcral  of  | 
the  weary  captives  along  with  them,  with  a  j 
view  cf  IcUing  them  to  the  French.  They  '. 
did  not  fucceed,  however,  in  finding  a  market  j 
for  any  ot  them.  They  gave  my  youngell:  \ 
daughter,  Submit  Phipps,  to  the  Governor,  ; 
de  Vaudreuil,  had  a  drunken  frolick,  and  re- 
turned again  to  Crown  Point,  with  the  reft  ''■■ 
of  their  prifoners.  From  hence  we  fet  off  for  ; 
St.  John's,  in  four  or  five  canoes,  juft  as  night  \ 
was  coming  on,  and  were  foon  furrounded  • 
with  darknefs.  A  heavy  fform  hung  over  \ 
us.  The  found  of  the  rolling  thunder  was  ; 
very  terrible  upon  the  Waters,  which  at  everv  { 
iialh  oi  expanfive  lightning,  feemed  to  be  all, » 
in  a  blaze.  Yet  to  this  we  were  indebted  for  ; 
all  ihc  light  we  enjoyed.  No  objed:  could  ; 
we  dilcern  any  longei  thotn  the  flaflics  laffed.  | 
In.  til  is  pofture  we  failed  in  our  open  tottering  i 
canoes,  almoft  the  whole  of  that  dreary  night,  i 
The  morning   indeed  had  not  yet  begun  to  i 

dawn,'  \ 


APPENDIX.  375 

dawn,  when  we  all  went  afhore  ;  and  having 
colledted  a  heap  of  fand  and  gravel  for  a  pil- 
low, I  laid  myfelf  down,  with  my  tender 
infant  by  my  fide,  not  knowing  where  any  of 
my  other  children  were,  or  what  a  miferable 
condition  they  might  be  in.  The  next  day, 
however,  under  the  wing  of  that  ever  prefent 
and  all-powerful  Providence,  which  had  pre- 
ferved  us  tlirough  thedarknefs,  and  imminent 
dangers  of  the  preceding  night,  we  all  arrived 
in  fafety  at  St.  Johns. 

Our  next  movement  was  to  St.  Francois, 
the  metropolis,  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  to  which 
the  Indians,  who  led  us  captive,  belonged. 
Soon  after  our  arrival  at  their  wretched  cani- 
tal,  a  council,  con  filling  of  the  chief  Sachem, 
and  fome  principal  warriors  of  the  St.  Fran- 
cois tribe,  was  convened  j  and  after  the  cere- 
monies ufual  on  fuch  o:eafions,  were  ever,  [ 
was  conduced  and  delivered  to  an  old  fquaw,- 
whom  the  Indians  told  me,  I  mufl:  call  mv 
mother.  Mv  infant  ftill  continuinij:  to  be  the 
property  of  its  original  Indian  owners.  I  was 
ncverthelefs  permitted  to  keep  it  with  me  a 
while  longer,  for  the  fake  of  faving  them  the 
trouble  ot  looking  after  it,  and  of  maintaining^ 
it  with  my  milk.  When  the  weather  began 
t"o  grow  cold,  finiddering  at  the  profpc6l  of 
approaching  ^v inter,  I  acquainted  my  nev/ 
mother  that  I  did  not  tb.ink  it  would  be  poiT:- 

blr 
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ble  for  me  to  endure  it,  if  I   muft  fpend.  ii 
with  her,  and  fare  as  the  Indians  did.   Liften- 
ing  to   my  repeated  and  earnefl  foHcitations, 
that  I  might  be  difpofed  of  among  fome  of 
the    French  inhabitants    of  Canada,   fhe,    at 
length,   fet  off  with  me  and  my   infant,  at- 
tended by  fome  male  Indians,  upon  a  journey 
to  Montreal,  in  hopes  of  finding  a  market  for 
me  there.     But  the  attempt  proved  unfuccefs- 
ful,    and    the  journey  tedious   indeed.     Our 
provifions  w^ere  fo  fcanty   as  well  as   infipid 
and  unfavory,  the  weather  was  fo  cold,  and 
the  travelling  fo  very  bad,  that  it  often  feem- 
cd  as  if  I  muft  have  periflied  on    the  way. 
The  lips  of  my  poor  child  were  fometimes 
fo  benumbed,  that  when  I  put  it  to  my  breaft, 
it  could  not,  till  it  grew  warm,  imbibe  the 
nourifhmcnt  requifite  for  its  fupport.     While 
we  were  at  Montreal,  we  went  into  the  houfe 
of  a  certain  French  gentleman,   whole  lady, 
being   fent  for,    and  coming  into  the  room 
where  I  was,  to  examine  me,  feeing  I  had  an 
infant,    exclaimed  lliddcnly   in  this  manner, 
*  Damn  it,  I  will  not  buy  a  woman  that  has  a 
'  child  to  look  after.*     There  was  a  fwill- 
pail  {landing  near  irie,    in  which  I   obferved 
ibme  crufls  and  crumbs  of  bread  fwiming  on 
the   iurface  of  the  grealy  liquor  it  contained  r 
Sorely  pinched  with  hunger,  I  (kimmed  them 
off  wifH  my  hands  and   cat   them  ;    nnd  this 
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was  all  the  refrefhment  which  the  houfe  af- 
forded me.  Some  where  in  the  courfe  of  this 
viiit  to  Montreal,  my  Indian  mother  was  io 
unfortunate  as  to  catch  the  fmall  pox,  of 
which  diftemper  fhe  died,  foon  after  our  re- 
turn, which  was  by  water,'  to  St.  Francois. 

And  now  came  on  the  feafon  when  the  In- 
dians begun  to  prepare  for  a  winter's  hunt.  I 
was  ordered  to  return  my  poor  child  to  thofe 
of  them,  who  ftill  claimed  it  as  their  proper- 
ty. This  was  a  fevere  trial.  The  babe  clung 
to  my  bofom  with  all  its  might  ;  but  I  was 
obliged  to  pluck  it  thence,  and  deliver  it, 
flirieking  and  fcreaming,  enough  to  penetrate 
a  heart  of  ftone,  into  the  hands  of  thofe  un- 
feeling wretches  whofe  tender  mercies  may  be 
termed  cruel.  It  was  foon  carried  off  by  a 
hunting  party  of  thofe  Indians,  to  a  place  call- 
ed Meffiflvow,  at  the  lower  end  of  Lake 
Champlain,  whither,  in  about  a  month  after, 
it  was  my  fortune  to  follow  them.  I  had 
preferved  my  milk,  in  hopes  of  feeing  my  be- 
loved child  again.  And  here  I  found  it,  ii  is 
true,  but  in  a  condition  that  afforded  me  no 
great  fatisfadion  ;  it  being  greatly  emaciated, 
and  almoft  ftarvcd.  I  took  it  in  my  arms,  put 
its  face  to  mine,  and  it  inftantly  bit  me  with 
fuch  violence,  that  it  feemed  as  if  I  muft  have 
parted  with  a  piece  of  my  cheek.  I  was  per- 
mitted to  lodge  with  it  that,  and  the  two  fol- 
A  a  lowing 


378  APPENDIX. 

lowing  nights ;  but  every  morning  that  inter- 
vened, the  Indians,   I   fuppofe  on  purpofe  to' 
torment   me,    fent  me  a\vay  to  another  wig- 
wam, which  flood  at  a  little  diftance,   though 
not  (o-  far  from  tlic  one  in  which  my  diftrefled 
infant  \vi\s  confined,  but  that   I  could  plainl^"' 
hear  its  inceffant  cries,  and  heart  rending  la- 
mentations.    In   this^  deplorable   condition"  I" 
was  obliged  to  take  my  leave  of  it,   on  the 
morning  of  the  ihird  day  after  my  arrival  at 
the  place.     We  moved  down  the  Lake  fever'- 
al  miles  the  fame  day  ;   and  the  night  foilow- 
.  ing  was  remarkable  on  account  of  the  great 
earthquake  *  which  terribly  fliook  that  howling' 
wildernefs.     Among  the   iflands   hereabouts 
we  fpent  the  winter  feafon,  often  fhiftin^-  our 
quarters-,  and  roving  about   from  one  place  to 
another  ;    our  family  confifting  of  three  per- 
fons     only,     befides    myfelf,     viz.    my    late 
mother's   daughter,   whom  tlicrefore  I  called 
my  fifler,  her  fanhop,  and  a  pappoofe.    l^h^j 
ence  left  me  alone  twa  difmal  nig.hts  ;   and 
when  they  returned  to  me  again,  perceiving 
them  fmile  at  each  other,  I  afKed  what   is  the 
matter  ?  They  replied,  that  two  of  my  child- 
ren   were    no    more  :    One  of  which,   tncy 
faid,  died  a  natural  deatli,  and  the  other  was 
knocked  on  the  head.     I  did  not  utter  many 
words,  but  my  heart  was  fbrcly  pained  within 

me,.- 
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trie,  and  my  mind  exceedingly  troubled  with 
ftrange  and  awful  ideas.  I  often  imagined, 
for  inftance,  that  I  plainly  faw  the  naked  car- 
cafes  of  my  dcceafcd  children  hanging  upon 
the  limbs  of  the  trees,  as  the  Indians  are  wont 
to  hang  the  raw  hides  of  thofe  hearts  which 
they  take  in  hunting.  It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  it  was  fo  ordered  by  kind  Provi- 
dence, that  I  fhould  be  relieved  in  a  good 
meafure  from  thofe  horrid  imaginations  ;  for 
as  I  was  Walking  one  day  upon  the  ice,  ob- 
ferving  a  fmoke  at  fome  diftance  upon  the 
land,  it  muft  proceed,  thought  I,  from  the 
hre  of  fome  Indian  hut,  and  \vho  knows  but 
fome  one  of  my  poor  children  may  be  there. 
My  curiofitv,  thus  excited,  led  me  to  the 
place,  and  there  I  found  my  Ion  Caleb,  a  little 
boy  between  two  and  three  years  old,  whom 
I  had  lately  buried,  in  fentiment  at  leaO:  ;  or 
father  imagined  to  have  been  deprived  of  life, 
and  perhaps  alfo  denied  a  decent  grave.  I 
found  him  likcwife  in  tolerable  health  and 
circumftanccs,  under  the  protection  of  a  fond 
Indian  motlier  ;  and  moreover  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  lodging  w^ith  him  in  my  arms  one 
Joyful  night.  Again  we  fhitted  our  quarters, 
ahd  when  we  had  travelled  eight  or  ten  miles 
lipon  the  fnow  and  ice,  came  to  a  place  v/here 
the  Indians  manufa(5lured  fugar  which  they 
extraifted  from  the  mnple  trees.  Here  an  In- 
A  a  2  dian^ 
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dian  came   to  vifit  us,   whom  I  knew,  and 
could  fpeak  Englifh.    He  alked  me  why  I  did 
not  go  to  fee  my  fon  Squire.     I  replied  that  I 
had  lately  been  informed  that  he  was  dead. 
He  afllired  me  that  he  was  yet  alive,  and  but 
two  or  three  miles  off,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  Lake.     At  my  requefl  he  gave  me  the  beft 
diredions  he  could  to  the  place  of  his  abode. 
I  refolved  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  that 
offered   of  endeavoring    to     fearch    it    out. 
While  I  was  bufy  in  contemplating  this  affair, 
the  Indians  obtained  a  little  bread,   of  which 
they  gave  me  a  fmall  fhare.     I-  did  not  tafte 
a  morfel  of  it  myfelf,  but  faved  it  all  for  my 
poor  child,  if  I  fhould  be  fo  lucky  as   to  find 
him.      At  length,   having   obtained   of  my 
keepers  leave  to  be^abfeot  for  one  day,   I   fet 
off  early  in  the  morning,  and  fleering,  as  well 
as  I  could,   according  to  the  directions  which 
the  friendly  Indian  had  given  me,   I  quickly 
found  the  place,  which  he  had  fo  accurately 
marked  out.     I  beheld,   as  I  drew  nigh,   my 
little  fon  without  the  camp  ;    but  he  looked,, 
thought  I,  like  a  flarved  and  mangy  puppy, 
that  had  been  wallowing  in  the  aflies.    1  took 
him  in  my  arms,  and  he   fpoke  to  me  thefe 
words,  in   the  Indian  tongue  :    *  Mother,  are 
you  come  ?*   I  took  him  into   the  wigwam 
with  me,  and  obferving  a  number  of  Indian 
children   in   it,    I   diibibuted   all   the   bread 

which 
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which  I  had  referved  for  my  own  child,  a- 
mong  them  all,  other  wile  I  ihould  have  given 
great  offence.  My  little  boy  appeared  to  be 
very  fond  of  his  new  mother,  kept  as  near  mc 
as  poiTible  while  I  flaid,  and  when  I  told  him 
I  muft  go,  he  fell  as  though  he  had  been 
knocked  down  with  a  club.  But  having  rec- 
ommended him  to  the  care  of  Him  that 
made  him,  when  the  day  was  far  fpent,  and 
the  time  would  permit  me  to  flay  no  longer, 
I  departed,  you  may  well  liippofe,  with  ^ 
heavy  load  at  my  heart.  The  tidings  I  had 
received  of  the  death  of  my  youngeil:  child 
had,  a  little  before,  been  confirmed  to  me  be- 
yond a  doubt,  but  I  could  not  mourn  fo  heart- 
ily for  the  deceafcd,  as  for  the  living  child. 

When  the  winter  broke  up,  we  removed  to 
St.  John's  ;  and,  through  the  enfuing  fum- 
mer,  our  principal  rcfidence  was  at  no  great 
diftancc  from  the  fort  at  that  place.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  my  fifter's  hufband 
having  been  out  with  a  fcouting  party  to  fomc 
of  the  Englifli  fettlements,  had  a  drunken 
frolick  at  the  fort,  when  he  returned.  His 
wife,  who  never  got  drunk,  bui-  had  often  ex- 
perienced the  ill  eflcds  of  her  hufba^nd's  in- 
temperance, fearing  what  the  confcquencc 
might  prove,  if  he  fliould  come  home  in  a 
morofe  and  turbulent  humour,  to  avoid  bis 
infolence,  propofed  that  we  Ihould  both  re- 
tire. 


^Sz  APPENDIX. 

tire,  and  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  it,  until  the 
jiorm  abated.  We  abfconded  accordingly, 
but  fo  it  happened,  that  I  returned,  and  ven- 
tured into  his  prcfence,  before  his  wife  had 
prefumed  to  come  nigh  him.  I  found  him  in 
his  wigwam,  and  in  a  furly  mood  ;  and  not 
being  able  to  revenge  upon  his  wife,  becaufe 
ilie  was  not  at  home,  he  laid  hold  of  me,  and 
hurried  me  to  the  fort  ;  and,  for  a  trifling 
confideration,  fold  me  to  a  French  gentleman, 
whofc  name  was  S^ccapec.  'Tis  an  ill  wind 
.certainly  that  blows  no  body  any  good.  I 
had  been  with  the  Indians  a  year  lacking  four- 
teen days  j  and,  if  not  for  my  iifter,  yet  for 
me,  'twas  a  lucky  circumftancc  indeed,  which 
thus  at  laff,  in  an  unexpedled  moment, 
fnatched  me  out  of  their  cruel  hands,  and 
placed  m.e  beyond  the  reach  of  their  infoleut 
power. 

After  my  Indian  mafter  had  difpofed  of  me 
in  tlie  riianner  related  above,  and  the  moment 
of  fober  reflexion  had  arrived,  perceiving  that 
the  man  who  bought  mc  had  taken  the  ad- 
vantage of  him  in  an  unguarded  hour,  his 
rcfentmcnts  begun  to  kindle,  and  his  inchgna- 
!ion  rofe  fo  high,  that  he  threatened  to  kill 
me  if  he  ihoulci  meet  mc  alone,  or  if  he  could 
not  revenge  himfclf  thus,  that  he  v/ould  i'et 
pre  to  the  fort.  I  was  therefore  fecreted  in 
an  upper   chamber,     and    the   fort  carefully 
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gx-iarded,  until  his  wrath  had  time  to  cool.  My 
iervice  in  the  family  to  which  I  was  now  ad- 
vanced, was  perfect  freedom,  in  comparifon  ot 
what  it  had  heen  among  the  harbarous  In^ 
dians.  My  new  maflcr  and  miilrefs  were 
both  as  kind  and  generous  towai'ds  me  as  I 
could  any  ways  exped:.  I  feldom  afked  a  fa- 
vor of  .either  of  them,  but  it  was  readily 
granted  :  In  confequence  of  which  I  had  it 
in  my  power,  in  many  inftanccs,  to  adminif- 
ter  aid  and  rcfrelhment  to  the  poor  prifoners 
of  my  own  nation,  who  were  brought  into  St. 
John^s  during  mv  abode  in  th-s  family  of  the 
sbove-mcnticned  benevolent  and  ho fpi tabic 
Saccapee.  Yet  even  in  this  fiimily  Inch  trials 
awafited  me  as  I  had  little  reaibn  to  expedl, 
but  flood  in  need  of  a  large  flock  of  prudence, 
to  enable  me  to  encounter  them.  Muft  I  tell 
you  then,  that  even  the  good  old  man  him- 
I'elf,  who  confidered  me  as  his  property,  and 
likewife  a  warm  and  refolute  fon  of  his,  at 
that  fame  time,  and  under  the  fame  roof,  be- 
came both  excellively  fond  of  my  company  ; 
fo  that  between  thefe  two  rivals,  the  father 
and  the  fon,  I  foimd  myfelf  iji  a  very  critical 
fituation  indeed,  and  was  greatly  embarralfed 
and  perplexed,  hardly  knowing  many  times, 
how  to  behave  in  fuch  a  manner  as  at  once  to 
fecure  my  own  virtue,  and  the  good  efleem  of 
jth.e  family  in  which  I  refided,  and  upon  which 
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I  was  wholly  dependent  for  nny  daily  fupport. 
At  length,  however,  through  the  tender  com- 
paflion  of  a  certain  Englifh  gentleman,*  the 
Governor  de  Vaudreuil  being  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  condition  I  had  fallen  into,  imme- 
diately ordered  the  young  and  amorous  Sacca- 
pee,  then  an  officer  in  the  French  army,  from 
the  field  of  Venus  to  the  field  of  Mars,  and 
at  the  fame  lime  alfo  wrote  a  letter  to  his  father, 
enjoining  it  upon  him,  by  no  means  to  fuffer 
me  to  be  abufed,  but  to  make  my  fituation  and 
fervice  in  his  family  as  eafy  and  delightful  as 
poiTible.  I  was  moreover  under  unfpeakable 
obligations  to  the  Governor  upon  another  ac- 
count. I  had  received  intelligence  from  my 
daughter  Mary,  the  purport  of  which  was, 
that  there  was  a  profpedl  of  her  being  fliortly 
married  to  a  young  Indian  of  the  tribe  of  Saint 
Francois,  with  which  tribe  llie  had  continued 
from  the  beginning  of  her  captivity.  Thefe 
were  heavy  tidings,  and  added  greatly  to  the 
poignancy  of  my  other  afBidions .  However, 
not  long  after  I  had  heard  this  melancholy 
news,  an  opportunity  prefented,  of  acquaint- 
ing that  humane  and  generous  gentleman,  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  my  ilkiftricus  bene- 
factor, with  this  affair  alfo,  who  in  compaflion 
for  my  fufferings,  and  to  mitigate  my  forrows, 
ilTued  his  orders  in  good  time,  and  had  my 
daughter  taken   away  from  the  Indians,  and 

conveyed 
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conveyed  to  the  fame  nunnery  where  her  fifter 
was  then  lodged,  with  his  cxprefs  injundion, 
that  they  fliould  both  of  them  together,  be 
well  looked  after,  and  carefully  educated,  as 
his  adopted  children.  In  this  fchool  of  fuperfti- 
tion  and  bigotry,  they  continued  while  the 
war  in  thofc  days  between  France  and  Great- 
Britain  lafted.  At  the  conclufion  of  whicli 
war,  the  Governor  went  home  to  France, 
took  my  oldeft  daughter  along  with  him,  and 
married  her  then  to  a  French  gentleman, 
whofe  name  is  Cron  Lewis.  He  was  at 
Bofton  with  the  fleet  under  Count  de  Eilaing,, 
[1778]  and  one  of  his  Clerks.  My  other 
daughter  ftill  continuing  in  the  nunnery,  a  con- 
fiderable  time  had  elapfed  after  my  return 
from  captivity,  when  I  made  a  journey  to 
Canada,  refolving  to  ufe  my  bcfl  endeavours 
not  to  return  without  her.  I  arrived  jull  in 
tin>e  to  prevent  her  being  fent  to  France.  She 
was  to  have  gone  in  the  next  vellel  that  failed 
for  that  place.  And  I  found  it  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  prevail  with  her  to  quit  the  nunnery 
and  go  home  with  me.  Yea,  Ihe  abfolutely 
refufed,  and  all  the  perfuafions  and  arguments 
I  could  ufe  with  her,  were  to  no  eflcd,  until 
after  I  had  been  to  the  Governor,  and  obtained 
a  letter  from  him  to  the  fuperintendant  of  the 
nuns,  in  which  he  threatened,  if  my  daughter 
fhould  not  be  immediately  delivered   into  my 
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liands,  or  could  not  be  prevailed  with  to  fub- 
niit  to  my  parental  authority,  that  he  would 
fend  a  band  of  foldiers  to  afTift  me  in  bringing 
her  away.  Upon  hearing  this  fhe  made  no 
farther  refinance.  But  fo  extremely  bigoted 
was  flie  to  the  cuftoms  and  religion  ot  the 
place,  that  after  all,  Ihe  left  it  with  thegreateft 
relud:ance,  and  the  moft  bitter  lamentations, 
which  flie  continued  as  we  pafled  the  ftreets, 
and  wholly  refufed  to  be  comforted.  My 
good  friend,  Major  Small,  whom  we  met 
with  on  the  way,  tried  all  he  could  to  confole 
her  ;  and  was  io  very  kind  and  obliging  as 
to  bear  us  company,  and  c^arry  my  daughter 
behind  him  on  horfeback. 

But  I  have  rua  on  a  little  before  my  flory, 
for  I  have  not  yet  informed  you  of  the  means 
and  manner  of  my  own  redemption,  to  the 
accomplifliing  of  which,  the  recovery  of  my 
daughter  juft  mentioned,  and  the  ranfoming 
of  fome  of  my  other  children,  feveral  gentle- 
men of  note,  contributed  not  a  little  ;  to 
whofe  goodncfs,  therefore,  I  am  greatly  in- 
debted, and  finccrely  hope  I  fhall  never  be  fo 
ungrateful  as  to  forget.  Col.  Schuyler  in 
particular  was  fo  very  kind  and  generous  as 
to  advance  2700  livres  to  procure  a  ranfom 
for  mvfelf  and  three  of  my  children.  He 
accompanied  and  condud:ed  us  from  Mon- 
treal to  Albany,  and  entertained  us  in  the  moil 

friendly 
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friendly  and  holpitable  manner  a  confidcrable 
rime,  at  his  own  houfc,  and  I  believe  entirely 
at  his  own  expenle. 

I  have  fpun  out  tlie  above  narrative  to  a 
much  greater  lcnc;tb  than  I  at  fir(l:  intended, 
and  fliall  conclude  it  with  reterring-  you,  for 
a  more  ample  and  brilliant  account  of  the 
captive  heroine,  who  is  the  fubjedl  of  it,  to 
Col.  Humphrey's  hiftory  of  the  life  of  Gen. 
Ifrael  Putnum,  together  with  fome  reniarks 
upon  a  few  claufes  in  it.  I  never  indeed  had 
the  plcafure  of  perufing  the  whole  of  faid 
hiftorv,  but  remember  to  have  feen,  fome 
time  ago,  an  extra(^l:  from  it  in  one  of  the 
Bofton  newfpapers,  in  which  the  Colonel  ha^ 
extolled  the  beauty  and  good  lenfe,  and  rare 
accomplilhments  of  Mrs.  Howe,  the  pcrfon 
whom,  he  endeavors  to  paint  in  the  mod  l/'vely 
and  engaging  coloprs,  perhaps  a  little  too 
highly,  and  in  a  flyle,  that  may  appear  to  thofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  her  at  this  day, 
romantick  and  extravagant.  And  the  Colonel 
mufl:  needs  have  been  millnformed  with  re- 
fpe6l  to  fome  particulars  that  he  h.as  mentioned 
in  herflorv.  Indeed,  \\hen  I  read  the  extra<fl 
from  his  hiftory  to  Mrs.  Tute,  (which  name 
Ihe  has  derived  from  a  third  hufl^and,  whofe 
widow  f!ie  now  remains)  Ihe  feemed  to  be 
well  pleafed,  and  faid,  at  firft,  is  was  all  tnief 
but  foon  after  contradicted  the  circumllance  of 

her 
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her  lover's  being  fo  bereft  of  his  fenfes  when 
he  favv  her  moving  off  in  a  boat  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  fliore,  as  to  plunge  into  the 
water  after  her,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
was  feen  no  more.  It  is  true,  fhe  faid,  that 
as  fhe  was  returning  from  Montreal  to  Albany, 
fhe  met  with  young  Saccapee  on  the  way. 
That  fhe  was  in  a  boat  with  Col.  Schuyler, 
that  the  French  officer  came  on  board  the 
boat,  made  her  fome  handfome  prefents, 
took  his  final  leave  of  her,  and  departed,  to 
outward  appearance,  in  tolerable  good  hu- 
mour. 

She  moreover  fays,  that  when  ilie  went  to 
Canada  for  her  daughter,  flie  met  with  him 
acrain,  that  he  fliowed  her  a  lock  of  her  hair, 
and  her  name  like  wife,  printed  with  vermil- 
ion on  his  arm.  As  to  her  being  chofen  agent 
to  go  to  Europe,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Hinfdale,  when  Col.  Howard  obtained  from 
the  government  of  New- York  a  patent  of  their 
lands  on  the  weft- fide  of  Connecticut  river, 
it  w^as  never  once  thought  of  by  Hinfdale 
people  until  the  above-mentioned  extract  ar- 
rived among  them,  in  which  the  author  has 
infertcd  it  as  a  matter  of  undoubted  fad:. 

No. 
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No.    XI.       .» 
(Vol.11,  p.  315.) 
AT  THE  COURT  AT  ST.  JAMES'S, 

ne  %oth  Day  of  July,  1764, 

PRESENT 

The  king's  most  excellentMAJESTY, 


Lord  Ho^ivard^ 
Earl  of  Sandivicby 
Earl  of  Halifax  y 
Earl  of  FouuSy 
Earl  of  Harcourt y 


Earl  of  Hill/borough , 
Mr.  Vice-  Ch.  imberlain , 
Gilbert  Elliot  y  Efq. 
fames  OfjjahU  Efq. 


WHEREAS  there  was  this  day  read  at 
the  Board  a  report  made  by  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  for  Plantation  Affairs,  dated  the  i-yth 
of  this  inftant,  upon  confideringa  Reprefcnta- 
tion  from  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  relative  to  the  '  difputes 
that  have  fome  }'ears  fubfifted  between  the 
Provinces  of  New-Hampfliire  and  New- York, 
concerning  the  Boundary  Line  be.tween  thofe 
Provinces.  His  Majelly  taking  the  fame  into 
confideration,  was  pleafed,  with  the  advice  of 
his  Privy  Council,  to  approve  of  what  is  there- 
in propofed,  and  doth  accordingly  hereby  Or- 
der and  Declare,  the  weftern  banks  oftheriv-. 
er   Connecticut,    from   where  it   enters    the 

Province 
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Province  of  the  Maflacliiifetts  Bay,  as  fa^ 
North  as  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  Northern 
Latitude,  to  be  the  Boundary  Line  between  the 
faid  two  Provinces  of  New-Hampfliire  and 
New- York.  Whereof  the  refpedive  Gover- 
nors and  Commanders  in  Chief  of  his  Ma- 
lefty's  faid  Provinces  of  Nevv-Hampfliire  and- 
New- York,  tor  the  time  being,  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  are  to  take  notice  of 
his  Majefty's  pleafure  hereby  lignificd,  and 
govei'rr  themfelves  accordingly. 

W.  BLAIR. 


No.   XIL 

t,opy  of  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  both  Houf- 
es  of  the  Maffachufetts  Ajfeiubly,  refpc^ing 
the  New-Ha?npfl:ire  Line^  Dece?uber  1766.- 
(Vol.  in.    p.  12.) 

'HE  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
affair  of  the  line  between  the  province  of 
Maine,  now  a  part  of  the  Maliachufetts  Bay, 
and  that  of  New-Hampfhire,  beg  leave  to 
reprcfent  the  fa<fls  as  they  appeared  to  them. 

The  comminioners  appointed  by  his  late 
Majefty,  King  George  the  fecond,  to  fettle  the 
line  between  rhe  two  governments  aforefaid, 

A.  D. 
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A.  D.  1737,  reported  the  fame  to  begin  in  the 
middle  oi   the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  harbor, 
and  up   the  river  Ne^vicha^va^ock,  a  part  ot 
which  is  called  Salmon  fall,   and  through  the 
middle  of  the  fmie  to  the  farthell:  head  there- 
of; and  from  thence  north  two  degrees  weft, 
until  onehundred  and  twenty  miles  be  finilhed, 
from  the  moirth  of  Pafcataqua  harbour  afore- 
faid,  or  until  it  meets  with  his  Majcfty's  other 
governments.     Governor   Belcher,   who  was 
then  at  the  head  of  both  provinces,  in  the  win- 
ter of  the  year    1  740-r ,  moved  to  the  Aflem- 
bly  of  the  Maifachufetts  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  join  with  thofe  of  New-Hampfliire, 
in  order  to  run  out  and  mark  the  aforcfaid  line, 
agreeable  to  the  determination  of  the  commii- 
fioners   aforefaid.     But    the  Affembly,   after 
feveral  motions  made  to  them,  referred  the 
confideration  of  this  affair  to  the  then  next 
May  feffion.       Governor  Belcher  foon  afteir 
met  the  Affembly  of  New-Hamplliire,  who, 
upon  a  motion  made  to  them  of  running  the 
line  aforefaid,  complied,   and  in  the  month  of 
March,  1741 ,  proceeded  on  the  affair  cxpar!t\ 
beginning  at  the  head   of  the  caftermoff  and 
fmalleft  branch  of  the  aforefaid  river,  and  run 
twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  into  the  country  ; 
this  was  performed  by  Walter  Bryant,  by  or- 
der from  Governor  Belcher ;  and  however  im- 
perfed;  this  furvey  was,  that  government  Ivave 
i^tiirned  it,  together  with  a  plan  thereof  ;  but 

t'.  - 
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the  royal  approbation  in  Council  is  had  in  tht 
words  of  the  commifTioners  report,  abovemen- 
tioned,  without  having  any  regard  to  the  fur- 
vey  aforefaid,  and  it  has  been  found,  by  the 
moil  careful  examination,  that  the  river  is 
much  larger  than  the  branch  from  whence 
the  faid  Bryant  then  took  his  departure  ;  and 
this  appears  by  his  own  evidence, together  with 
Capt.  Gowing's  and  Warren's.  And  your 
committee  beg  leave  further  to  obferve,  that, 
by  the  plan  taken  by  Bryant,  and  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  New-Hampflure  lodged  with  the 
board  of  trade,  a  copy  of  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  that  Province,  it  appears  that  the 
eaftermofl  branch  of  the  River  aforefaid, which 
the  furveyor  then  took,  runs  about  north  and 
by  eaft  ;  and  by  the  plan  fcnt  home  by  the 
commiffioners,  taken  by  Mr.  Jeffrey,  and 
which  accompanied  their  report  of  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  line,  in  1737,  it  appears  that  the 
river,  there  laid  down,  runs  north  northweft, 
(a  copy  of  which  is  here  authenticated)  which 
exactly  agrees  with  the  middle  or  main  branch, 
and  is  what  this  Province  claims  to  ;  lo  that 
by  comparing  the  two  plans,  it  appears  Mr. 
Bryant  was  milbaken  in  taking  a  pond  at  the 
head  of  the  call:  branch,  which  he  called  Lov- 
ell'spond,  when  he  ihould,  agreeable  to  the 
commiPiioners  report,  have  taken  the  middle 
or  main  branch  of  the  river,  \v  here  was  a  pond 

then 
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then  called,  and  many  years  before  and  fincc, 
known  by  tl^e  name  of  Loveirs  pond,  and  to 
this  pond  Mr.  Bryant  himfelf  carried  our  com- 
mittee, in  1766,  and  declared  that  was  always 
called  Lovell's  pond,  which  lies  at  the  head  of 
the  river,  and  as  thofe  two  branches  are  at  fix 
or  feven  miles  diflance,  at  right  angles  at  the 
head,  a  large  trac:!:  of  land  near  fix  miles  wide, 
and  fixty  or  feventy  miles  in  length,  was 
taken  into  New-Hamipfhire  government,  that 
ought  to  have  remained  to  the  Maflachufetts. 
Upon  the  whole  it  evidently  appears  to  your 
committee  that  there  was  a  miifake  made  in 
the  commencement  of  the  line,  in  part  pre-i 
tended  to  be  run  by  Mr.  Bryant  in  the  year 
174O-1,  and  that  the  fame  was  not  then  run 
out  is  as  evident.  And  from  the  year  1763, 
all  pollible  care  has,  by  this  government,  been 
taken  to  redify  this  miftake.  Committees 
have  once  and  again  been  appointed  by  this 
Court  to  join  with  New-Hampihire  in  order 
thereto,  but  without  fuccefs.  However,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  this  Court's- purfuing  the  con- 
troverfy  under  its  prefent  circum fiances,  your 
committee  having  reported  the  fadts,  fubmit 
to  your  honors  confideration. 

BENJA.  LINCOLN,  per  order. 

B  b  S^i 
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No.  XIII. 

A  Letter  from   Walter    Bryent,  EJ^,  to" 
the  Author^  on  the  fame  fubjeB, 

NeW'Market\  051.  9,  1790. 
Rev.  S  I  R, 

YOURS  of  the  27th  ult.  received,  and  in 
anfvver  to  your  requeft,  I  can  inform 
you,  that  about  1766,  the  Maflachufetts  Gen- 
eral Court  appointed  a  committee  (CoL  Lin- 
coln, Col.  Bagley,  andEfq.  Livermore)  to  in- 
quire and  examine  into  a  miftake,  which  fome 
in  that  government  fuppofed  I  had  made,  in 
running  the  Province  Line  from  the  head  of 
Salmon-falls  river,  which  cofnmittee  applied 
to  the  then  Governor,  Ben'ning  Wentworth, 
of  New-Hampfliire,  to  join  in  fuch  examina- 
tion, who  accordingly  requefted  me  to  attend 
the  committee,  and  alfo  appointed  Col.  John 
Wentworth  of  Somerfworth,  a  Juftice  of  quo- 
rum, to  take  my  depofition  on  the  fpot,  if 
neceflary,  to  give  the  commiittee  full  fatisfac- 
tion.  Accordingly  the  faid  committee,  With 
Col.  Wentworth,  myfelf,and  about  five  or  fix 
aliiftants,  Vv'ent  up  Salmon  Falls  river  to 
vvhere  the  branches  met,  and  viewed  it  well, 
and  from  thence  we  went  up   the   wefterly 

branch* 
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btanch  to  the  head  thereof  ;  and  from  thence 
croffed  over  to  the  head  of  the  eailcrnioil: 
branch,  and  found  to  the  committee's  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  the  eaflerly  branch  was  much  the 
lirgeft  of  the  two  ,-  vented  much  more  water, 
and  proceeded  from  a  h\rger  pond  than  the 
wefterly  branch.  At  the  pond  at  the  head  of 
the  eafterly  branch,  called  in'  the  commillion- 
ers  plan,  LovevveH's  pond,  I  fliewed  them  the 
tree  from  which  I  formerly  run  the  Province 
line,  well  fpotted,  with  the  letters  on  it,  ac- 
cording to  my  return  of  the  Province  line,  and 
the  line  wdl  fpotted  from  it.  Som'^  of  the' 
committee  thereupon  fuggeiled,  that  poihbly 
that  might  be  the  line  I  run  fume  years  after- 
wards, in  laying  out  the  patent  for  the  Mafo- 
nian  proprietors. 

I  replied  I  was  ready  to  make  oath  that 
that  was  the  Identical  line  I  run  for  the  Prov- 
ince line,  and  of  the  certainty  of  which  they 
might  then  eafily  be  convinced  by  examining 
fhe  fpots  ;  for  it  having  then  been  twenty-fix 
years  (ince  I  run  the  Province  line,  and  but 
feve?i  years  (ince  I  had  run  the  Mafonian  pa- 
tent, if  they  would  cut  into  a  fpot  on  a  grow- 
ing tree,  they  might  then  examine  whether 
there  was  feven  years  growth,  or  twenty-lix 
years  growth  over  the  fpot.  Accordingly  we 
?*narched  on  the  line  till  we  found  a  lan^e  bafs 
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free  fpottcd,  and  one   of  the  company  cut 
iquare  into  the  tree  againft  the  fpot  to  th^ 
dead  wood,  and  Col.  Bagley  began  at  the  laft 
years  growth,  and  counted  aloud  twenty-tour 
years  growth  in  the  grain  of  the  wood  above 
or  ou tilde  the  dead  wood  of  the  fpot.     Col. 
Bagley  then  turning  to  me  faid,  '  Bryent,  TU 
fwear  for  you,  that  this  tree  was  fpotted  more 
than    twenty  years  ago;*     Col.  Wentworth 
then  alked  the  committee  if  they  defired  my 
depoiition  to  be  taken,  they  anfwered   *  No, 
we  are  all  well  fatisfied  without  it* — and  there- 
upon we  returned.     I  can  add  no  more  re?* 
fpe^^ling  that  line,  only,  being  once  at  Yorky 
during  the  fitting  of  the  Superior  Court,  fome 
of  the  Judges  being  informed  that  I  was  the 
Surveyor  that  run  the  Province  line,  fent  for 
me  to  come  to  their  lodgings.    I  attended,  and 
after  fome  con verfation,  Mr.  Trowbridge,then 
Attorney-General,    being  prefent,    alked  mc 
what  variation  was  allowed  in  running  that 
line  j  I  told  him  ten  degrees  ;  he  replied,  yoii 
allowed  too  much  ;  and  obferved  to  Governor 
Hutchinfon,  then  Chief-Juflice,  that  the  line 
ought  to  be  run  anew  ;  Governor  Hutchinfon 
replied,    that  it  would  be  attended  with  coft, 
and  that  it  was  not  likely  New-Hampfhirc 
would  confent  and  join.     I  told  them  New- 
Hivmplhire  would  readily  enough  join  to  run? 

ancvgr 
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anew  with  lefs  variation,  if  requeiled.  They 
all  fecmed  furprifed,  and  defired  to  know  what 
reafon  I  had  to  think  New-Hampfliire  would 
confent,  inafmuch  as  it  would  take  off  a  large 
tfadl  of  Pigwacket  Intervales.  I  told  them 
Nevv-Hampfliirc  would  gain  much  more,  at 
Dunftable  and  the  other  towns  on  the  weft 
line,  for  the  fame  variation  was  allowed  on 
both  lines.  On  which  there  was  a  great  laugh 
in  the  company,  and  nothing  further  faid  about 
the  matter. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  refped:, 

Your  moil  humble  fervant, 

WALTER  BRYENT. 
Rev.  Mr.  Belknap. 


No.  XIV, 

Mr.  Sproule*s  account  of  an  examination  of  the 
fotith  boundary  of  New-Ha?npJJjire . 
(Vol.  III.    p.  10.) 

THE  point  at  Hinfdale,  where  the  fouther- 
ly  line  of  the  Province  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  ftrikes  Conncdicut  river,  lies  in  42'^  43' 
59"  north  latitude,  and  the  pine  tree  from 
whence  thi$  line  begins,  lies  in  42^  41 '  2'^  ; 

(both 
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(both  latitudes  arc  deduced  from  accurafe 
aftronomicaj  obfervations  taken  by  Mr, 
Wright)  but  had  this  line  been  run  on  a  du? 
weft  courfe,  deducSting  the  variation  of  the 
needle,  the  point  where  it  meets  Conne(5ticut 
river,  fliould  lie  in  the  fame  parallel  of  lati- 
tude with  the  pine  tree ;  now  it  appears  the 
difference  of  latitude  is  %  miles  and  53  feconds 
of  the  equator,  and  the  extent  of  the  line  frorrx 
the  pine  tree  to  Connediicut  river,  is  found  to 
be  55  flatute  miles,  from  an  adlual  furvey  ; 
thefe  lines  form  the  bafe  and  perpendicular  of 
a  triangle,  containing  59,872  acres,  which 
quantity  of  land  the  Province  of  New-Hamp- 
Ihire  would  have  gained, had  that  line  been  run 
on  a  due  weft  courfe  from  the  pine  tree,  ex- 
clufive  of  variation. 

GEO.  SPROULE. 
'P or tf mouthy  ApplZth^  I774' 

No. 
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No.  XV. 

Copy  of  the  return  of  a  furvey  of  the  tiorthern 
part  of  New-  HampJJjire ,  1789. 
(Vol.  III.  p.  13.) 


w 


E,  the  fubfcribers,  a  committee  for  a(V 
certaining  the  wajfte  lands  in  the  State 
of  NcNv-Hampfliire,  have  proceeded  to  run  the 
line  on  the  eafterly  fide  of  faid  State,  thefwie 
*courfe  that  the  line  iras  forfnerly  run  and  fpot- 
ted  bctweco  this  State  and  the  Maflachufetts. 
We  begun  to  meafure  and  fpot  at  the  north- 
eaft  corner  of  Shelburne  in  this  State,  and  meaf- 
ured  on  to  the  waters  of  Umbagoslake,  which 
is  16  miles  and  240  rods,  then  acrofs  a  branch 
of  faid  lake  54  rods,  then  14  rods  on  the  land 
to  a  river  that  is  6  rods  wide,  and  runs  weft- 
erly  into  faid  lake,  then  meafured  on  the  land 
I  mile  and  226  rods  to  faid  lake,  then  acrofs 
the  water  40  rods,  then  over  a  neck  of  land  1 6 
rods  to  an  arm  of  faid  lake,  then  acrofs  the  wa- 
ter 235  rods,  then  we  continued  on  ourcourfe 
195  rods   to  fiid  lake,  then  acrofs  faid  lake 

about 

*  In  the  orders  given  to  Walter  Bryent  by  Governor 
Be  I.CHER,  1741,  it  is  faid.  *  The  true  north  2  degrees 
veil,  is  by  needle  N.  8^   E.' 
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about    3^    miles,    thea    we    meafurcd    and 
fpotted  a  miles  and  226  rods  to   Margallaway 
river,  that  runs  about  fouth-weft,  and  is  about 
10  rods  wide,  and  empties  into  Amorifcoggin 
river,  a  little  below  faidlake ;  then  wemeafured 
on  our  courfe  i  mile  and  70  rods,  and  eroded 
faid  Margallaway  river  again,  which  will  more 
fully  appear  by  the  plan  herewith  exhibited  ; 
we  continued  on  our  line,  meafured  and  fpot- 
ted to  the  high  lands  that  divide  the  waters 
that  fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrance  and   the 
Atlantic  Ocean.     From  the  north-eaft  corner 
of  Shelburne  to  faid  high  lands  is  54  miles, 
and  we  marked  a  tree  at  the  end  of  every  mile, 
except  where  miles  ended  on  water,  from  one 
to  54  miles  inclufive,  where  we  marked  a  large 
//irc/j  tree  that  flands  on  faid  high  lands,  thus 
N.  E.  54  M.  NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  1789, 
for  the  north-eaft  corner  of  New-Hampfhire, 
and  piled  ftones  round  faid  tree ;  then  from 
faid  north-eafl  corner,  where  we  marked  the 
birch  ^  we  meafured  and  fpotted  fouthwefterly 
and  wcfierly  on  faid  highlands  about  6  miles, 
then  we  run  about  weft,  m.cafured  and  marked 
a  tree  at  the  end  of  every  mile  from  faid  birch y 
marked  54  miles,  at  the  north-eaft  corner  of 
faid  State  from  i  to  1 7  miles  and  200  rods  to 
to    the    head    of     the    northweft    of   Con- 
nedicut  river,  and  marked  Afr  tree  N.  H.  N. 

W. 
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W.  1789,  for  the  north-weft  branch  corner  of 
New-Hampfliire,  then  down  faid  river  or 
north- weft  branch  to  the  main  river  about  half 
a  mile  below  latitude  45*^  north,  which  will 
more  fully  appear  by  the  plan.  The  moun- 
tains, ftreams  and  waters  are  laid  down  on  the 
plan  very  accurate,  where  the  line  we  run  croft'- 
ed  them,  but  wliere  they  were  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  our  line  we  laid  them  down  by  con- 
je(flyre, 

JOSEPH  CRAMM,      i  „ 
JEREMIAH  EAMES.  J^^^^y^^^- 

JOHN  SULLIVAN,     "^ 
EBENEZER  SMITH,  V  ^ 
NATHAN  HOIT,         r^ommntee, 

JEREMIAH  EAMESj 
A  true  capy. — Atteft 

JOSEPH  PEARSON,  Secretary. 
Portfifjout/jy  January  6 1  a  790. 


No. 
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No.  XVI. 

'Defcnption  ofafurvey  made  ^y  J  a  m  e  s  Gr  a  n  t  , 
one  of  C apt.  Holland's  party,  in  1773,  or 
Z774,  to  explore  the  country,  for  a  road,  be- 
tween the  upper  part  of  ConneBicut  river ^ 
and  the  river  of  St.  Francis. 

FROM  the  mouth  of  Leach^'s  cqurfe 
river  which  falls  into  Con- 
necticut river  on  the  weft  fide, 
near  the  45  th  degree  of  lati- 
tude, up  the  eaftern  fide  of 
Leach's  river.  N 

Thence  to  crof?  faid  riVer  a.- 
iiiong  the  mountains    -  -      N30W 

Thence  to  the  height  of  Land     N  30  W 

Thence  to  a  pond  under  the 
cadern  fide  of  a  mountain      -     N  30  W 

Thence  to  another  pond     -     N  i  o  W 

Thence  on  the  fame  courfe       N  10  W 

Thence  to  a  fmall  river  which 
falls  into  Memphrimagog  river     N  2 1  W 

Thence  acrofs  faid  little  riv- 
er to  the  lower  crotch  of  Mem- 
phrimagog river.         -  -     N21W 

Thence  crofling  Memphri- 
magog river,  a  ftraight  line  on 
the  N  W  fide,  to  its  juncflion 
with  the  river  of  St.  Francis.       N  30  E       1  j- 

4-4. 

The 


3 
16 


5i 


APPENDIX.  403 

The  country  from  Connediciit  river  to  the 
Height  of  Land  is  very  hilly,  with  high  moun- 
tains on  the  eaft  and  weft  of  the  line  run,  in 
the  diredion  of  which  a  road  may  be  conveni- 
ently made. 

From  the  Height  of  Land  to  St.  Francis 
river  there  is  a  gradual  defcent  through  a  plain 
country  ;  the  foil  in  general  of  a  good  quality, 
and  in  fome  parts  extraordinary  fine  ;  particu- 
larly for  about  four  miles  beyond  the  Height 
of  Land,  and  for  twenty  miles  on  this  fide  of 
St.  Francis  river;  which  river,  with  its  branch- 
es, are  bordered  with  tine  intervales. 

The  principal  growth  between  the  Height  of 
Land  and  St.  Francis  River,  is  beech,  maple, 
birch, hemlock  and  fir;  very  few  white  pines, 
and  no  oak  of  any  iort  j  many  cedar,  fpruce  and 
hemlock  fwamps  intervene  ;  but  none  fo  mo- 
rally as  to  impede  a  road,  for  which  this  ex- 
tent of  country  in  the  direction  above  defcrib- 
cd,  is  in  general  as  well  adapted  as  poiTible. 

No. 
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No.  XVII. 

A  Report  fro?n  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers/or  Trade  ^W  Plantations,  on  a 
Complaint  made  ^j^/  Peter  Livius,  Efquirey 
againjl  John  Went  wor th,  Efquire^ GoV' 
efnor  of  the  Province  o/' New-Hampshire. 
(Vol.  IL  p.  36a.) 

To  the  King's  most  excellent  Maj^ 
esty. 

May  it  plecife  Tour  Majefivy 

PETER  LIVIUS,  Efquire,  one  of  your 
Majefty's  Council  for  the  Province  of 
2*<ew-Hampfliire,  in  North  America,  having, 
on  the  ninth  of  July,  prefented  a  memorial 
unto  us,  complaining  of  the  condu6l  of  John 
Went  worth,  Efquire,  Your  Majefty's  Gover- 
nor of  that  Province,  and  charging  him  with 
Oppreffion  and  Mal-adminiftration  in  the 
government  thereof:  And  it  appearing,  upon 
reference  to  the  papers  and  records  in  our  of- 
fice, that  the  journals  of  the  Council  of  faid 
Province,  as  a  Council  of  State,  and  to  which 
the  complainant  referred  for  proof  of  moft  of 
the  fads  ftated  in  his  memorial,  had  not  been 
tranfmittcd  fmce  the  commencement  of  Mr. 

Went  wor  th^s 
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Wentworth's  adminiftration  :  We  thought  it 
our  duty  immediately  to  fend  to  the  (aid  Gov- 
ernor, a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  complaint  - 
and  to  require  him,  to  lofe  no  time  in  tranf-* 
mitting  to  us  a  full  and  explicit  anfwer  to  the 
feveral  charges  alledged  againft  him,  accom- 
panied with  fuch  dcpofitions  and  proofs  in  his 
own  behalf  as  he  Ihould  think  proper ;  giving, 
at  the  fame  time,  full  liberty  to  Mr.  Livius^ 
or  any  other  perfon  concerned,  to  make  affi- 
davit, before  any  Judge  or  other  Magiftrate, 
of  what  they  knew  concerning  the  fubjecit-mat- 
tcrof  the  faid  complaint  ;  and  that  fuch  judge 
or  other  Magiflrate  Ihould  be  likewifc  enjoin- 
ed, to  fummon  fuch  perfons  as  the  complain- 
ant, or  any  other  in  his  behalf,  fliould  name. 

That  the  Secretary  Ihould  be  like  wife  en- 
joined to  give  attefted  Copies  (from  the  rec- 
ords) of  the  minutes  of  the  Council,  and  of 
any  other  concerned.  And  if  it  fhould  ap- 
pear as  alledged  by  Mr.  Livius,  that  the  faid 
minutes  oi  other  records  were  defed:ive,  in. 
any  matter  required  by  him  or  them ;  or  that 
thofc  tranfad:ions  which  were  alledged  to  have 
paifed  at  any  meetings  of  the  Council,  had 
been  omitted  to  be  entered  on  the  journal  ; 
then  that  the  Secretary  fliould,  in  fuch  cafes, 
be  further  enjoined  to  give  evidence,  upon 
oath,  touching  fuch  dcfed:  or  omiffion. 

That 
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That  the  faid  Governor  and  the  complainant,' 
or  other  perfon  or  perfons,  fhould  interchange 
the  faid  proofs  and  depolitions  as  foon  as  the 
fame  fhould  have  been  made  ;  and  that  twen- 
ty days  fliould  be  allowed,  as  w'ell  for  him- 
felf,  as  the  complainant,  or  other  perfon  con- 
cerned, to  make  his  or  their  reply  by  affida- 
vit or  otherwife,  to  be  in  like  manner  inter- 
changed, and  afterwards  certified  and  tranf- 
n>itted  to  us,  under  the  feal  of  the  Province  ; 
that  we  might  be  enabled  to  reprefent  to  your 
Majefty,  on  the  true  ftate  of  this  affair,  purfu-- 
ant  to  the  powers  and  dirediions  contained  in- 
cur commiffion  under  the  great  feal. 

In  confequence  of  the  foregoing  diredlions/ 
your  Majefty 's  Gcvernor  has  tranfmittedto  us 
his  anfwer  to"  each'  article  of  complaint  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Livius^s  memorial,  accompani- 
ed with  attefted  copies  of  the  Journals  of  the 
Council,  as  a  Council  of  State,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  adminiftration,  and  of  fuch 
depofitions  as  have  been  taken  to  fupport  the 
fads  alledged  by  the  Governor  in  defence  of 
his  coriduCt.  And  we  having  taken  the  faid 
complaint  and  t^nfwer  into  our  confideration, 
together  with  Mr.  Livius's  reply  to  the  faid 
jtnfwer,  copies  of  all  which  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed ;  and  having  heard  counfel  learned  in 
the  law,  as  well  in  fupport  of  the  complaint, 
as  of  the  Governor's  defence  j  we  humbly  beg 

leave 
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leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Majefty  thereupon : 

That  it  does  appear,  upon  full  cxaminatiort 
and  clear  evidence  ; 

Firft,  That  your  Majefty's  Governor  of 
New-Hamplhire  has,  in  concurrence  with  the 
Council  for  the  faid  Province,  compofed  al- 
moft  altogether  of  his  own  kindred  or  rela- 
tions by  blood  or  marriage,  taken  upon  him  to 
refume  and  re-grant  many  large  trads  within 
the  faid  Province,  the  property  of  your  Majef- 
ty's  fubjedis  by  virtue  of  feveral  former  grants; 
upon  bare  fuggeftion  only,  that  the  conditions 
of  fuch  formier  grants  had  not  been  complied 
with,  and  without  the  intervention  of  a  Jury, 
or  any  proof  or  evidence  whatever,  to  edab- 
lifh  the  fad  of  fuch  defauk, 

Secondly,  That  thefc  refamptions  have 
been  made  without  any  notice  (except  in  one 
or  two  cafes)  to  the  proprietors  of  fuch  trads, 
fo  refumed  ;  and  that,  in  fom.e  infiances,  in 
which  the  Governor  and  Council  did  think  fit 
to  allow  time  to  the  proprietors  of  certain 
trads  to  make  good  the  conditions  of  their 
grants,  fuch  grants  were  ncverthelefs  rcfumcd, 
and  the  lands  re-granted,  long  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time  allowed,  and  without  any 
notice  given  to  the  parties. 

Thirdly,  That  the  faid  Governor  did,  with- 
out any  legal  procefs  whatever,  refume  and  rc- 


grant 
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grant  feveral  trads  of  land  referved  to  the  faid 
Jate  Governor  within  each  of  the  tovvnfliips, 
granted  by  him,  and  which  refervations  he 
kad,  by  his  will,  devifed  to  his  widow;  and 
that  fuch  refumption  was  made  in  confequence 
fc)f  a  refolution   of  the   Council,    *  That  the 

*  faid  refervations  did  not  convey  the  premifes, 

*  they  being  granted  by  the  Governcir  to  him- 
*felf/ 

Fourthly,  That,  pending  an  adion  brought 
in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in 
which  your  Majefty's  Governor  was  intereft- 
ed,  and  which  he  admits  was  brought  for  his 
benefit,  the  Judges  were,  in  three  fucceffive 
terms,  changed^  and  efpecial  Judges  appointed: 
That,  in  the  ftanding  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
"Which  firft  fat  in  judgment  upon  the  a(ftion 
brought  by  the  Governor,  a  queflion  arifing 
out  of  the  adtion  was  decided  againfl:  the  Gov- 
ernor's intereft  :   That  in   the   fecond   term, 
two  Judges  were  appointed,  which,  together 
with  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  {landing  Court 
abovementioned,  adopted  the  decision  of  the 
form.er  court :    That,  in  the  third  term,  two 
of  the  Judges  w^re  again  changed,  when  the 
fanie   queftion  was  again  brought  forward  ^ 
and  decided  in  the   fame  manner  as   above  : 
I'hat,  in  the  fourth  term,   two  of  the  Judges 
iviio  fat  in  the  former  court  were  removed, 
and  anew  bench  appointed,  con  lifting  of  Ja- 
cob 


APPENDIX.  409 

SheafFe  and  John  Philips,  Efquires,  who  had 
not  adted  in  that  capacity  in  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding Terras,  and  of  Nathaniel  Folfom,  wha 
had  ferved  in  the  terms,  and  who  is  flated  to 
Jiave  been  uniformly  of  opinion  for  the  Go- 
vernor in  the  queftion  that  had  been  agitated 
upon  the  ad:ion  in  which  the  faid  Governor 
was  intereftcd  ;  and  that,  in  the  laft  mention- 
ed court,  the  faid  queftion  was  a  fourth  time 
brought  on  to  trial,  and  a  Judgment  obtained 
in  favour  of  the  Governor,  though  afterwards 
reverfed  in  the  Superior  Court  in  confequence 
of  a  Writ  of  Error. 

Thefe,  may  it  pleafc  your  Majefty,  are  the 
material  parts  of  the  charge  exhibited  againft 
Mr.  Went  worth  j  nor  is  there  any  other  part 
of  the  complaint  exhibited  by  Mr.  Livius, 
iipon  which  any  evidence  has  been  produced 
to  us,  that  does,  in  our  humble  opinion,  lay 
the  foundation  for  cenfure  upon  the  Governor's 
conducft.  What  we  have  ftated,  with  refpedt 
to  the  refumption  and  re-granting  of  lands,  is 
not,  we  think,  to  be  juftified,  either  by  the 
plea  of  ufage  or  expediency,  or  by  the  opinion- 
of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  in  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-two,  upon 
which  the  Governor  lays  fo  great  ftrefs  ;  which 
opinion  appears  to  us,  upon  full  examination 
of  it,  to  be  confined  to  a  particular  cafe  ftated 
to  them,  not  correfponding  with  the  Cafes  in 
Cc  ^v^'"' 
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which  the  condud:  of  Mr.  Wentvvorth  is  cortvv 
plained  of;  and  that,  if  it  was  applicable  td 
fuch  cafes,  yet  it  does  not,  in  our  humblit 
opinion,    warrant  any   refumption  of  lands, 
claimed  as  private  property  under  grants  from 
the  crown,  upon  bare  fuggeftion  only,  that  the 
conditions  have  not  been  complied  with  ;  but 
on  the  contrary   does,   we  humbly  conceive, 
imply,  that  the  fc\6t  of  the  default  fhould  be 
firft  found  in  a  regular  courfe  of  law.     We 
further  crave  leave  humbly  to  reprefent,  that, 
admitting  fhe  faid  opinion  did  warrant  fuch  a 
proceeding,  in  refped:  to  grants,  the  condi- 
tions of  which  had  not  been  complied  with, 
which  we  conceive  it  does  not  ;  yet  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  applicable  either  to  the  cafe  of  lands 
re  fumed  and  re-granted  before  the  term  allow- 
ed for  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  feftlement 
were  expired  ;  or  to  the  cafe  of  the  referva- 
tions  to  the  late  Governor,  devifed  by  him  to 
his  widow,  the  refumption  and  re-granting  of 
which,,  in-  manner  above  ftated,  upon  an  extra- 
judicial opinion  of  the  Council,  was,  in  our 
judgment,    unwarrantable  and  unjuft.     And 
we  fubmit,   whether  the  mifcondud:  of  your 
Majefly's  Governor,  under  thefe  heads  of  com- 
plaint, is- not  greatly  aggravated  by  his  having 
©mitted,  from   the  commencement  of  his  ad- 
3^\inifl:ration,-  to  tranfmit  the  journals  of  the 
Council,  as  a  Council  of  State  ;  a  neglect  for 
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^hich  he  is  certainly  refponfiblc,  and  by  which 
tranfadtions  of  the  grcateft  importance  to  your 
Majefty's  intereft  and  the  right  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjedis  have  been  concealed  from  your 
Majefty's  knowledge  ;  and  the  Governor  and 
his  Council  have  gone  on,  for  a  feries  of  years ^ 
in  acourfeofvery  irregular  proceedings ,  with- 
out controul. 

With  regard  to  what  has  becrl  proved  rcfped:- 
ing  the  change  of  the  Judges,  though  afferted, 
in  a  great  number  of  depofitions  tranfmitted  by 
the  Governor,  to  have  been  confonant  to  the 
ufage  and  pradlice  in  the  Colony  ;  it  is  yet,  in 
our  humble  opinion,  a  proceeding  that,  under 
all  the  circumftances  attending  it,  is  of  a  veiy 
extraordinary  nature,  and  does  lead  to  the  fuf- 
picion  and  prefurhption  of  very  Unworthy  con- 
dud  on  the  part  of  your  Majcfty's  Governor. 
And,  upon  the  whole,  we  humbly  fubmit, 

*  That  the  complaint  againfl:  Mr.  Wentworth, 

*  fo  far  as  it  regards  the  fads  above  ftated,  has 
'  been  fully  verified  :*  At  the  fame  time  it  is 
our  duty  to  reprefcnt,  that  the  reports  which 
we  have  received,  through  different  channels ^ 
of  the  fituation  of  affairs  within  yoUr  Majef- 
ty's  government  of  New-Hampfliire,  do  all 
concur  in  reprefenting  *  the  Col  oily   to  have 

*  been,  ever  lince  Mr.   Wentworth's  appoint- 

*  ment,  in  a  ilate  of  peace  and  profperity  ;  that 

*  its  commerce  has  been  enlarged  and  extend-^ 

C  c  2  edi 
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•  ed,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  increafed  * 

•  and  every  attempt  made  to  excite  the  people 

•  to  diforder  and  difobedicnce  has  been,  by  the 

•  firm  and  temperate  condud:  of  Mr.  Went- 

•  worth,  fuppreifed  and  reftrained.'  But  up- 
on the  whole,  we  humbly  fubmif ,  whether 
Mr.  Wentwortli's  condu(5t,  in  the  inftances 
of  the  mal-adminiftration  with  which  he  has 
been  charged,  has  been  fuch  as  renders  him  a 
fit  perfon  to  be  entrufted  with  your  Majefiy's- 
interefts  in  the  important  ftation  he  now 
holds. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted. 
Signed, 

SOAME  JENYNS. 
W.  JOLIFFE.     BAMBBER  GASCOYNE. 
GREVILLE. 
GARLIES. 

Whitehall, 
May  the  lotlij   1773^" 
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^port  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council ^ 
and  its  acceptance  by  the  King. 
(Vol.  II.   p.  363.) 

(Copy.) 

At  the  Court  at  St.  Jameses  the  %th  Day  of 

October,  1773. 

(L.  S.)  Prcfent 

THE    KING'S    MOST    EXCELLENT 

MAJESTY. 


Earl  of  Suffolk, 
Earl  of  Sandwich, 
Vif.  Harrington, 


Lord  North, 
Richard  Rigby, 
George  Onslow. 


WHEREAS  there  was  this  day  read  at 
the   board,   a  report  from  the  Right 
Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of 
council  for  plantation  affairs,*  dated  the  26th 
of  Auguft  laft,  in  the  words  following  ;  viz. 
*  Your  Majefty    having  been   pleafed,  in 

*  confequence  of  a  memorial  prefcnted  to  your 

*  Majefty  from  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth  Bar- 

onet, 

*  Lords  of  the  Committee. 


Lord  Suffolk.  Prcfidcnt, 
Arch  Bifhop  of  Canterbury, 
Sif  Fletcher  Norton, 


Sir  Eardly  Wilmot, 
Sir  Thomas  ParKer. 
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<  onet,  Paul  Wentworth,  Efquire,  and  Thomas 

*  Macdonagh,  fecretary  to  John  Wentworth, 

*  Efquire,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New-* 

*  Hainptliire,  to  refer  unto  this  committee  a 
'  reprefentation  from  the  Lords  Commiflioners 

*  for  trade  and  plantations,  dated  the   joth  of 

*  May  laft,  upan  a  complaint  exhibited  to  the 

*  faid  Lords  Commiffioners  againll:  the  faid 

*  Governor    Wentworth,    hy    Peter    Livius, 

*  Efquire,  one  of  your  Majefl:y*s  Council  for 

*  the  faid    Province,    together   with    feveraj 

*  other  papers  tranfmitted  by  the  Earl  of  Dart- 

*  mouth,  one  of  your  Majefty's  principal  Se- 

*  cretaries   of  State,  to  the  Lord  Prefident  of 
^  the  Council,  relative  to  the  faid  complaint  : 

*  The  Lords  of  the  committee,  in  obedience 

*  to  your  Majcfty's  faid. order   of  reference, 

*  have  met  feveral  times,  and   taken  the  faid 

*  matters  into  coniideration,  and  have  heard 

*  Counfel  on  both  fides.     And,  having  ma- 

*  turely  weighed  and  confidered  the  complaint 

*  againft  the  faid  Governor,  the  anfwer  of  the 

*  fiid  Governor,    and  the    reply    of  the  faid 

*  Peter    Livius,   Efquire,    together   with   the 

*  proois  on  all  lides,  and  the  faid  reprefenta- 

*  tion  of  the  Lords  Commiflioners  for  trade  and 

*  plantations  ;   the  Lords  ot  the  committee  do 
^  humbly  reprcfent  to  your  Majefly, 

*  That  the  firft  article  of  Charge,  contain- 
^  ed  in  the  above  mentioned  reprefentation  of 

thQ 
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the  Lords  CommiiTioncrs  for  trade  and  plan- 
tations, fets  forth,  *  That  your  Majcfty's 
Governor  of  Ncw-Hampfhire  has,  in  con- 
currence with  the  Council  for  the  faid  Prov- 
ince, compofed  ahiioft  altogether  of  his  own 
kindred,  or  relations  by  blood  or  marriage, 
taken  upon  him  to  refume  and  re-grant  ma- 
ny large  tradis  of  lands  within  the  laid  Prov- 
ince, the  property  of  your  Majefty*s  fub- 
jedts,  in  virtue  of  former  grants,  upon  bare 
fuggcftion  only,  that  the  conditions  ot  fuch 
former  grants  had  not  been  complied  with, 
and  without  the  intervention  ofajury,  or 
any  proof  or  evidence  vvhatfoever,  to  cftab- 
li(h  the  fad  of  fuch  defuilt. 
*  With  refped:  to  which  article,  the  Lords 
of  the  Committee  do  humbly  report  to  your 
Majefly,  That,  by  the  law  of  England,  when 
lands  are  granted  to  a  man  and  his  heirs,  up- 
on condition,  the  breach  of  the  condition  muft: 
be  found  by  a  jury,  under  a  commiflion,  ilTu- 
ing  out  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  before  your 
Majefly  can  fcize  and  re-grant  the  fime  : 
But,  in  the  Province  of  New-Hamplhire, 
there  is  no  Court  of  Chancery,  or  other  court, 
empowered  to  ilTue  fuch  a  commiflion  ;  and 
though  the  general  rule  is,  that  the  law  of 
England  takes  place  in  your  Majefty's  Colo- 
t  nies,  yet  it  muft  be  always  underilood  to 
*  mean  fuch  part  of  the  law  as  is  fuited  and 

♦  adapted 
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*  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  the  Colony,   and  to 

*  the  frame  and  nature  of  the  conftitution  ef- 

*  tablifhed  there  ;  and   though  the  Governor, 

*  in  concurrence  with  the  Council  for  the  faid 

*  Province,  hath  refumed  and  re-granted  ma- 

*  ny  tracts  of  lands  within  the  faid  Province, 

*  which  had  been  formerly  granted  to  other 

*  perfons,  yet  no  evidence  hath  been  laid  be- 

*  fore  the  conimittee  of  any  fuch  refumpticns 

*  and  re-grants   having  been  made,  without 

*  proof  or  public  notoriety  that  the  conditions 

*  of  fuch  former  grants  had  not  been  complied 

*  with  j   and  no  complamt  hath  been,   or   is 

*  now  made  by  any  perfon  fuppofed  to  be  in- 

*  jured  by  fuch  refumptions  and  re-grants. 

*  The  fecond  article  ilates,  *  That  thefe  re- 

*  fumptions  have  been  made  without  any  No- 

*  tice  (except  in  one  or  two  cafes)  to  the  pro- 

*  prietors  of  fuch  trads  fo  refumed  j  and  that 

*  in  fome  inftances,    in   which  the  Governor 

*  and  Council  did  think  fit  to  allow  time  to 

*  the   proprietors  of  certain   trad:s   to   make 

*  good  the  conditions  of  their  grants,   fuch 

*  grants   were  neverthelefs  refumed,   and  the 
'  lands  re-granted,  long  before  the  expiration 

*  ot  the  time  allowed,  and  without  any  notice 

*  given  to  the  parties.' 

*  As  to  which  article, the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
\  mittee  do  humbly  report  to  your  Majefty, 

*  That  it  hath  not  been  proved  that  any  refump- 

tions 
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tlons  have  been  made,  without  notice  to  the 
proprietors  of  iuch  tracts  fo  refumed ;  iind  it  is 
no  part  of  the  originalcomplaint  made  by  Mr. 
Livius,that  in  any  inftance,in  which  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  thought  fit  to  allow  time 
to  the  proprietors  of  lands  to  make  good  the 
conditions  of  their  grants,  fuch  grants  were 
refumed,  and  the  lands  re-granted,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  allowed  ;  and  the 
Governor  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
anfwering  that  complaint,  the  Lords  of  the 
committee  are  humbly  of  opinion,  no  notice 
can  be  taken  of  it. 

*  The  third  article  reprcfents,  *  That  the 
faid  Governor  did,  without  any  legal  procefs 
whatfoever,  rcfume  and  re-grant  feveral 
tradls  of  land,  referved  to  the  late  Governor, 
within  each  of  the  townfliips  granted  by 
him,  and  which  refervations  he  had  by  his 
will  devifcd  to  his  widow  ;  and  that  fuch 
refumption  was  made  in  confequence  of  a 
refolution  of  the  Council,  that  the  faid  refer- 
vations did  not  convey  the  premifes,  they  be- 
ing granted  by  the  Governor  himfelf. 

*  With  refpect  to  this  article,  the  Lords  of 
the  committee  do  humbly  report.  That  the 
lands  were  granted,  but  not  referved  to  the 
late  Governor  and  his  heirs  in  each  of  the 
townihips  granted  by  him  ;  but  being 
granted  by  your  Majeily,  in  your  Majefty's 

*  name. 
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*  name,  and  not  in  the  Governor's  name,   the 

*  grants  were  lufficient  to  convey  the  lands  fo 
'  granted  to  him,  and  the  Council  was  miftaken 

*  in  thinking  them  infufficient ;  and  the  Lords 

*  of  the  Committee  find,  that  after  fuch  an 

*  opinion  given  by  the  Council,  the  Governor 

*  did,  with  their  advice,  refume  and  re-grant 

*  feveral  trads  of  lands,  which  had  been  grant- 

*  ed  by  the  late   Governor  within  each  of  the 

*  tov/nfhips,  as  aforefaid  j  But  it  hath  not  been 

*  proved  that  the  faid  lands  were  re-granted  in 
'  trufl  for  himfelf  j  and  in  many  inftances  it 

*  hath  been  proved,  that  fuch  lands  vv-ere  re- 

*  granted  to  different  inhabitants  in  the  faid 

*  Province,  for  their  own  ufe  and  benefit ;  and 

*  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  Governor's  wi- 

*  dow  to  whom  he  had  devifed  the  fame,  have 
'  not  complained  of  any  injury  or  oppreffion 

*  by  fuch  relumption  and  re-grants. 

*  And  the  fourth  article  alledges,  *  That 
'  pending  an  a(5tion  brought  in  the  Inferior 
'■  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  which  your 
'  Majelly's  Governor  was  interefl:ed,and  which 
'  he  admits  was  brought  for  his  benefit,  the 

*  Judges  were  in  three  fucceffive  terms,  chang- 

*  ed,  and  fpecial  Judges  appointed  :  That,  in 

*  the  flanding  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which 

*  firfl:  fat  in  judgement  upon  the  adion  brought 

*  by  the  Governor,  a  queftion  arifing  out  of 

*  the  acftion,  was  decided  againll  the  Goverr 

♦  nor*s 
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'  nor*s  intcrert:  :  That,   in  the  fecond  term, 

*  two  new  judges  were  appointed,  which,  to- 

*  gether  with  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  fland- 

*  ing  Court  above  mentioned,  adopted  the  de- 

*  cifion  of  the   former  Court  ;   That,  in  the 
'  third  term,  two  of  the  Judges  were  again 

*  changed,  when  the  fame  queftion  was  again 

*  brought  forward,   and  decided  in  the  fame 

*  manner  as  above  ;  that,  in  the  fourth  term, 

*  two  of  the  Judges,  who  fat  in  the  former 

*  Court,   were  removed,    and  a   new  Bench 

*  appointed,  confifting  of  Jacob  Shcaffe  and 

*  John   Philhps,  Efquircs,  who  had  not  acft- 
'  ed  in  that  capacity    in  any  of  the  preced- 

*  ing  terms,  and  of  Nathaniel  Folfom,  who 
'  had  ferved  in  the  two  preceding  term.s,  and 

*  who  is  dated  to  have  been  uniformly  of  opin- 

*  ion  for  the  Governor,   in  the  queftion   that 

*  had  been  agitated  upon  the  acflion  in  which 
'  the  faid  Governor  was  interefted  ;  and  that 

*  in  the  laft  mentioned  Court,  the  faid  queftion 

*  was  a  fourth  time  brought  on  to  trial,  and  a 

*  judgement  obtained  in  favour  of  the  Govcr- 

*  nor,  though  afterwards  reverfed  in  the  Supe- 

*  rior  Court  in  confequcnce  of  a  Writ  of  Er- 

*  ror/ 

*  With  refped:  to  this   fourth  article  ;  the 

*  Lords  of  the  committee  do  humbly  report  to 

*  your  Majefty,  That  it  appears  in  evidence 
'  to  have  been  the  conftant  practice,  when  any 

*of 
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of  the  landing  Juftices  of  the  Court  wercirw 
terefted  in  any  fuit  there  depending,  either  by- 
being  related  to  any  of  the  parties,  or  other- 
wife,  for  fpecial  Judges  to  be  appointed  ;  that 
there  were  other  caufes  depending  at  the  fame 
time  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
wherein  the  flanding  Juftices  were  either  inter- 
efted  or  a-kin  to  the  parties  ;  and  there  is  no 
proof  that  the  fpecial  Judges  were  appointed 
on  account  of  the  particular  caufe  wherein  the 
Governor  was  concerned  ;  but  by  many  de- 
pofitions,  and  particularly  by  the  depoiition 
of  the  defendant  in  the  faid  caufe,  it  appears 
that  the  fpecial  commiffions  were  folicited  in 
the  commiOn  form  and  manner  as  is  ufual  in 
the  Province  of  New-Hainpjhire  ,•  and  the 
qucftion  debated  in  the  faid  caufe,  being  a 
mere  collateral  queftion,  not  refpedting  the 
merits  of  it,  was  determined  three  times  for 
the  defendant  in  the  Inferior  Court ;  but  be- 
ing determined  a  fourth  time  for  the  plain- 
tiff, a  Writ  of  Error  was  brought  mto  the  Su- 
perior Court,and  was  finally  determined  there 
for  the  defendant :  And  the  defendant  in  the 
faid  caufe  fwears,  that  he,  neither  at  that 
time,  nor  fince,  had  any  obje^f^ions  either  to 
the  faid  commiffions,  or  to  the  Juftices  there- 
in named  and  appointed ,  or  to  either  of  them. 
*  And  as  to  what  is  fubmitted  in  the  faid 
reprefentation  of  the  Lords  Commiftioners 

'  '  '  for 
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*  for  trade  and  plantations,   *  That   the  Gov- 

*  ernor  omitted,    from  the  commencement  of 

*  his  adminiftration,  to  tranfmit  the  journals 
*^f  the  Council  as  a  Council  of  State  ;* 

'  The  Lords  of  the  Committee  do  humbly 

*  report  to  your  Majefty,  That  this  pracflicc 

*  was  begun  in  the  late  Governor's  time  ;  who 

*  acquainted  the  proper  officer,  on  his  deliver- 
'  ing  a  copy  of  the  faid  journals  in  the  month 

*  of  June,  1760,  that  he  need  not  give  himfelf 
^  the  trouble  to  make  out  fuch  copies  for  the 
'  future,  without  his  fpecial  diredions  ;  and 

*  from  that  time  the  pra<ltice  has  been  difjon- 

*  tinued  both  by  the  late  and  prefent  Governor. 

*  But  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  are  of  opin- 

*  ion,  that  it  may  be  proper  to  revive  that  prac- 
^  tice,  and  to  have  a  regular  tranfmiflion  of 

*  fuch  copies  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for 

*  trade  and  plantations. 

*  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  the  Lords  of 

*  the  Committee  fubmit  it  to  your  Majefty, 

*  THAT  THERE  IS  NO  FOUNDATION 
'  FOR  ANY  CENSURE  UPON  THE 
'SAID  JOHN  fFENTPyORTH,   ESQ, 

*  YOUR  MAJESTY'S  GOVERNOR  OF 
«  NEfV  HAMPSHIRE,  FOR  ANY   OF 

*  THE  CHARGES  CONTAINED  IN  Mr. 
*LIVIUS'S   COMPLAINT  AGAINST 

*  HIM  J  whofe  general  condud:,  in  the  ad- 
'  miriiflration  of  affairs  within  your  Majefty's 

•  government 
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*  government  of  New-Hampfliire,  is  repre-; 

*  (ented  to  have  tended  greatly  to  the  peace! 

*  and  profperity  of  the  faid  Province.* 

His  Majefty,  taking  the  faid  report  into  con- 
Uderation,  is  pleafed,  with  the  advice  of  his 
Privy  Council,  to  approve  thereof,  and  to  or- 
der, as  is  hereby  ordered.  That  the  faid  com- 
plaint of  the  faid  Peter  Liviiis  be  difmiffed  this 
i)oard.  And  his  Majefty  doth  hereby  further 
order,  That  the  Governor,  or  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  New-Hampfhire,  fot 
the  time  being,  do  not  fail,  on  any  pretence 
whatever,  pundlually  and  regularly  to  tranf- 
fnit  to  the  Lords  Commiftioners  for  trade  and 
plantations,  authentic  copies  of  the  journals  of 
the  Council,  as  a  Council  of  State. 
Signed, 

G^CHETWYND. 


f^a, 
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No.  XIX. 

ExtraE}  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  fVent\vdriki 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  New* 
Hampfiire,   ^th  of  June,   1774. 

(This  and  the  following  Letters  are  taken  from 
the  Parliamentary  Debates,  I'J'JS') 

IN  my  letter  No.  59,  I  had  the  honour  to 
write  to  your  Lordlhip,  that  the  General 
Aflembly  of  this  province  ftood  prorogued  to 
the  lOth  of  May,  at  which  time  they  met  and 
proceeded  upon  bulincfs,  I  took  great  pains  to 
prevail  on  them  not  to  enter  into  any  extra 
Provincial  meafures,  yet  one  of  the  members 
for  Portfmouth  read  in  his  place  (he  inclofed 
letter,  No.  i .  to  the  committee  of  corre-. 
fpondence  of  Portfmouth,  but  the  Houfe  then 
declined  confidering  it.  On  Friday,  27th  of 
May,  it  was  moved  to  appoint  committees  of 
corre fpondence,  and,  after  a  warm  debate, 
carried  by  a  majority  of  two  only  :  The  next 
morning  it  was  reconfidered,  and  carried  by  a 
majority  of  one  only,  and  pafTed  as  by  the  in- 
clofures  No,  2,  and  3.  Immediately  after 
this,  the  fupply  bill  was  paiTed  and  fent  up  to 
the  Council,  being  withheld,  as  I  imagine, 
for  time    to   efFedl:    the    other    mcafurc. — 

I 
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1  diredtly  adjourned  the  AlTembly,  and  kept 
them  under  fliort  adjournments  till  this  day, 
in  hopes  to  obtain  a  fufpeniion  of  thefe  votes  ; 
but  finding  there  were  two  letters  in  town  tor 
the  fpeaker,  which,  fome  of  thofe  who  were 
molf  acitive,  faid,  were  to  appoint  a  Congrefs 
oi  the  Colonies,  I  confidered  it  to  be  improper 
to  admit  their  proceedings,  and  therefore  im- 
mediately put  an  end  to  the  committees  (who 
have  not  as  yet  wrote  or  ad:ed)  and  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  by  a  dilTolution  in  a  mefTage  (No  4, 
herewith  tranfmitted)  cautioufly  exprefled,  in 
iiich  general  terms,  as  to  prevent  any  mifrep- 
refentations.  The  mode  of  diflblution  after 
fuch  fhort  adjournments,  which  are  atttended 
by  a  few  members,  precluded  any  meeting  of 
thofe  Derfons  to  contrive  undefirable  meafures, 
or  ptirfue  thofe  in  their  private  capacity,  that 
were  attempted  as  an  AfTembly,  which  has  ex- 
tremely difconcerted,  and  I  hope  will  counter- 
ad:,  the  efforts  of  thofe  who  ftrive  to  lead  this 
Province  into  Combinations  W'ith  the  Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay.  Before  the  diffolution,  all  the 
ufual  and  neceffary  bufinefs  of  the  Province 
vras  completed,  that  no  detriment  can  arife 
from  my  delaying  to  call  an  AlTembly,  in  ex- 
pecStation  that  a  few  weeks  will  convince  thofe 
who  may  be  members,  of  the  imprudence  and 
error  of  meafures  that  tend  to  weaken  or  fub- 
Vert  the  fubordination  of  the  Colonies; 
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No.  XX. 

Extta^i  of  a  Letter  frofn  Governor  Went- 
WORTH  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
dated  NeW'Hafftpfiir'e,  4th  July^  1774. 

ON  the  25th  of  June, atnight,  arrived  here 
theGrolVenor  maft-lhip,  from  London, 
^ith  27   chefts    of   bohea-tea,    configncd    to 
a  merchant  in  Portfmouth  ;  fometime  before 
the  arrival  of  the  fliip,  it  was  reported  that  a 
quantity  of  bohea  tea  was  fcxpedled.     Here- 
upon i  took  effedual  precnations   to  counter- 
ad:  the   uriiverfal  difqiiiet   of  America  from- 
contravening  the  ad:i  of  Parliament  in  this  in- 
ftance,  or  deftroying  the  property.     By  my 
dcfire  the  confignee  wrote  a:  letter  to  the  maf- 
ter  of  the  fliip,  with  dire<5lions  Vkow  to  proceed 
on  his  arrival.     This  letter  I  gave  to  captain 
Cochran  of  his  Majefty's  eaflle  William  and 
Mary,  who  cfFed:ed  my  orders  in  delivering  it 
at  fea.     The  26fh,  being  Sunday;  nothing  was 
done.     On  the  27th  the  mcrchafif  and  msifler 
went  early   to  the  cujftom-houfe,  and  entered 
the  fhip   and  cargo.-     At  noon-day  the  lhip*s 
boats  came   to   the  wharf  with  twenty-feven 
chefts  of  tea,  carts  were  prepared,  and  the   tea' 
immediately  carried  to  the  cirftom-houfe,  and 
there  ftored,  before  any  people  could  alTcmblc 
to  obftrud  it.     The  town  not  fufpeding  any 
movement  until  my  return  from  Dover,  about 
D  d  ten 
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ten  miles  off,  where  I  purpofely  flaid  during^ 
this  firft  operation  to  fecure  this  event,  which 
I  forefaw  would"  be  carried  cjuietly,  by  with- 
drawing fufpicion,  having  confided  my  plan 
TO  proper  magiftrates,  who  I  knew  would  not 
be  difappointed.  In?  the  afternoon-  a  town- 
meeting  was  convened  upon  the  occalioni.  X 
came  to  town  and  paffed  on  horfeback  through 
the  concourfe,  who  treated  me  with  their  ul'ual 
kindnefs  and  refped:.  At  the  meeting,  it  was 
reprefented  fo  the  people,  that  the  tea  being 
now  lodged  in  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  queftion 
was  totally  changed,  that  nothing  could  be 
done,  bur  by  confent  of  and  agreement  with 
the  merchant.  The  meeting  proceeded  with 
coolnefs  and  temper  beyond  almoft  my  hope. 
It  was  propofed  that  a  committee  fliould  be 
chofen,  and  inVefted  with  powers  to  treat  with 
the  merchant;  In  this  committee  of  eleven, 
were  many  principal  gentlemen,  difcreet  men, 
who  I  knew  detel^ed  every  idea  of  violating 
property  :  Men  difpofed  to  prevent  mifchief. 
The  town  alfo  chofe  a  guard  of  freeholders,  to 
proted:  and  defend  the  cuftom-houfe  and  the 
tea  from  any  attempt  or  interruption,  which  be- 
ing lincerely  intended,  v/as  faithfully  executed. 
On  the  28th,  the  confignee  accepted  and  a- 
greed  to  the  proposals  of  the  committee,  toex- 
port  the  tea  to  any  market  he  chofe,  upon 
eondition  the  town  lliould  re-(liip  and  protedt 


APPENDIX  42f 

it  while  in  the  harbour.     This  they  gladly  ac- 
ceded to,  and  the  town  upon  adjournment  con- 
firmed the  proceedings  ;  accordingly  the  com- 
mittee and  the  confignee  together  were  at  the 
cuftom-houfe,  where  the  duty  was  openly  and 
regularly  paid,  and  the  tea  again  carted  through 
the  ftreets  publicly  in  the  day  time,  without 
noi*ffe,  tumult,  or  infult.     About  9  o'clock  P. 
M.  three  overheated  mariners  (two   of  them 
flrangers)  endeavoured  to  excite  a  mob,  to  de- 
ftroy  the   tea   and  velfel    hired  to  export  it. 
Whereupon  I   fent   for  Colonel  Fen  ton,  who 
gathered  a  few  gentlemen,  repaired  to  the  vef- 
fel,  and  with  laudable  fpirit  and  prudence  they 
perfonally  guarded  both  veflel  and  cargo  in 
fafety  till  the  next  morning.     On  the  29th, 
A.  M.  the  Comptrollcrof  the  Cufloms  inform- 
ed me,  that  thefe  mariners  had  got  drums,  and 
were  affembling  thoughtlefs  people  to  deftroy 
the  tea  and  floop.     At  the  fame  time  I  receiv- 
ed a  letter,  No.  i,  a  copy  herewith  inclofed, 
from  the  confignee,   defiring  my  aid  and  af- 
fiftance,  to   take  poffeflion  of  the  floop  a:nd 
cargo.     Hereupon  I   dired:ed  the  fheriff  in- 
flantly  to  fummon  the  Council,  and  every  Mag- 
iftrate  and  peace-ofHccr  to  meet  me  forthwith 
on  the  wharf  where  the  veflel  lay,  dctermininir 
to  difperfe  any  riotous  attempts,  and  order  the" 
veflel  to  the  caflle  :    While  I  was  going  out 
on  this  my  duty,  a  meflfenger  came  to  tell  me, 
D  d  2  that 
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that  fome  magiftrates  and  two  of  the  Gounci/^ 
Mr.  Warner  and  Mr.  Rindge,  who  happened 
to  be  in  the  way,  hearing  the  noife,  had  repair- 
ed to  the  place,  and,  with  many  other  free- 
liolders,  fiJenced  the  drums,  and  prevailed  on' 
the  people  to  difperfe  without  any  outrage. 
At  this  time  I  received  a  fecond  letter  (No.  2,r 
herewith)  from  the  confignee,  to  the  fame 
purport  as  the  firft.  1  loft  no  time  in  writing 
an  order  to  captain  Cocliran,  immediately  to 
take  polTeffion,  defend,  proted:,  and  fafely  de- 
liver the  faid  veffel  and  cargo  to  the  merchant, 
or  to  his  orders  ;  and  ^he  flierifF,  John  Parker,. 
Ef^:.  to  take  command  of  the  caftle  in  his  ab- 
fence,  as  will  appear  fully  by  the  inclofure. 
No.  3.  In  the  evening,  about  half  paft  6,- 
obferving  the  wind  to  be  contrary,  I  difpatch- 
eii  a  fecond  order  to  captain  Cochran,  ftill  to 
continue  in  the  oi'ders  of  the  morning,  as  by 
the  inclofure,  No.  4.  Thefe  orders  wxrc  di- 
re(3:ly  carried  into  effed:,  with  a.  prudence  and 
jfirmnefs  that  (k)es  honottr  to  both  the  officers. 
On  the  30th,  the  owner  of  the  floop,  the  maf- 
ter,  and  the  Supercargo,  to  whofe  care  the  con- 
iignee  committed  the  tea,  came  on  board,, 
■with  proper  cuftom-houfe  clearances,  and  au- 
thority from  the  confignee.  Captain  Cochran- 
examined  thetwenty-ieven  chcils  ot  tea,  found 
them  perfe6lly  fafe,  and  in  good  order  ;  de-r 
ilred  the  three  lait  mentioned  perfons  to  ex- 
amine 
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amine  the  fame,  which  they  did,  and  then  re- 
<ceived  both  vcflel  and  cargo  into  theii*  poffef- 
iion,  and  forthwith  failed  for  HaUfax.  Mr. 
Parker,  tlie  fherifF,  and  captain  Cochran,  re- 
turned to  their  rcfpc(51ive  duties,  and  have 
made  return  of  their  doings,  on  my  orders,  as 
in  the  inclofures.  No.  5  and  6.  During  thefe 
tranfadlions,  viz.  on  the  evening  of  the  27th, 
and  morning  of  the  28th,  I  told  the  colledtor 
and  comptroller,  alfo  the  confignee,  that  if 
they  wanted  any  aid  or  afliftance,  or  were  ap- 
prehenfive  of  danger,  I  was  ready,  whenever 
they  would  apply  to  me,  and  would  not  only 
ilTue  orders,  but  in  perfon  defend  them  ;  that 
I  was  confident,  the  magiflrates  and  freehold- 
-exs  would  not  defert  me  :  But  they  would  not 
apply,  declaring  they  then  apprehended  nQ 
4';inge/, 


M#, 
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No.  XXI. 

Copy  of  a  he  tier  from  G  overn  or  We  N  T  w  o  R  T  H' 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  New^ 
Hajjipjhire,  the  6th  of  fuly^  1 774. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhip, 

UPON  hearing  the  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence,  chofen  by  the  late  Aflembly 
of  this  Province,  had  iffued  letters  to  thofe 
members,  to  meet  this  day  in  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  chamber  in  Portfmouth,  there  to  delibe- 
rate and  a<ft,  particularly  to  choofe  delegates  for 
a  general  American  Congrefs,  and  that  fome 
of  the  faid  perfons  were  convened.  I  have 
confidered  it  to  be  my  duty  to  his  Majefty  to 
life  my  endeavours  to  difperfe  and  feparate  fo 
illegal  and  unwarrantable  an  attempt.  I  have 
therefore  convened  his  Majefly's  Council,  or- 
dered the  flierifF  to  attend  me,  and  requiring 
their  attendance  on  rne,  I  went  into  the  room^ 
and  immediately  read  thp  inclofed  fpeech  to 
them  ;  afterwards  1  directed  the  Iheriff  to 
make  open  proclamation,  for  all  perfons  to  dif- 
perfe and  keep  the  King's  peace,  which  was 
done  before  they  had  entered  on  any  bufinefs, 
^nd  I  exped;  will  be  obeyed,  as  this  letter  muft 
be  forwarded  by  exprefs  66  miles  to  Boflon, 

and 
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:3md  reach  there  to-night,  in  hopes  to  fave  con- 
veyance by  admiral  Montague.  Whatever 
fujfther  may  occur,  I  fliali  take  due  care 
to  tranlrait  to  your  Lordlhip  as  fbon  as 
pofTible,  all  which  is  moll:  humbly  fubmittcd, 
dutifully  hoping  your  Lordfhip's  favourable 
reprcfentation  of  my  beft  zeal,  unremitted  dil- 
igence and  fidelity  in  difcharge  of  my  duty, 
•may  happily  be  honoured  with  his  Majefty's 
approbation.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  moll  pcrfed:  reaped,  6zc. 

J.  WENTWORTH. 


No.  XXII. 

Ext  ran  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honour abk  Go^j* 
crnor  Wentworth  to  the  Earl ofD p^kt ' 
MOUTH,  dated  New-Hampjhirc,    i^tb  Ju- 

/y.  1774- 

THE  convention  mentioned  in  my  dif- 
patch.  No.  63,  immediately  dilperfed, 
without  attempting  to  enter  into  any  meafures. 
Thofe  gentlemen  with  fome  others  dined  at  a 
tavern,  and  there  in  private  agreed  to  recom- 
mend to  [the  feveral  pariihes  in  the  Province, 
that  they  choofe  perfons  to  meet  at  Exeter  on 
the  2 1  ft  inftant,  for  the  purpofe  of  appointing 

delegates 
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(delegates  to  attend,  and  be  part  of  an  Amed, 
ican  Congrefs,  intended  to  aflemble  the  ift  of 
September  next,  in  Pennfylvania  or  New-Jer- 
fey.  The  towns  were  deiired  to  collect  vol- 
untarily, and  fend  by  their  agents  to  Exeter, 
certain  fums  pf  money  j'n  proportion  to  their 
province-tax,  amounting  to  three  hundred 
pounds  fterling,  to  pay  the  delegates.  It  was 
alfo  recommended  to  the  parilhes,  that  the 
1 4th  inftant  be  obferved  as  a  day  of  fafting 
and  prayer.  It  is  yet  uncertain  how  far  thefe 
requifitions  will  be  complied  with  ;  but  I  am 
api  to  believe  the  fpirit  of  enthi^fiafm,  which 
generally  prevails  through  the  colonies,  wilj 
create  an  obedience  that  reafon  or  religioi^ 
would  fail  to  prqcufe. 


No.  XXIII. 

Extra^  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Went- 
woRTH  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  da-^ 
ted  NeW'HampJJjire,  Augiif  29th,  1774. 

C INCE  my  letter.  No.  64,  the  convention 
O  of  perfons  chqfen  by  rnany  towns,  in 
iponfequence  of  the  invitation  in  that  letter  re- 
ferred \.o,  met  at  Exeter,  and  eleded  Colonel 
Folfoni  and  Major  Sullivan  to  be  delegates  for 

this 
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this  Province,  at  the  Congrefs  to  be  held  ir^ 
Philadelphia,  on  the  firft  day  of  Scpten^ber 
next.  The  paper,  No.  i,  herewith  inclcfed, 
is  a  copy  of  the  inftru^flions  given  to  thofe 
gentlemen,  and  is  the  beft  explanation  of  their 
fervice  and  employment  that  I  can  obtain.  I 
am  informed  that  this  convention  colleded 
and  brought  from  their  refpedive  towns,  a- 
bout  one  hundred  and  twenty  guineas,  which 
was  paid  into  the  hands  of  John  Giddinge, 
Efquire  (who  they  eled:ed  Trealurer)  to  de- 
fray the  expenfc  incurred  by  the  delegates 
afore-named,  who  fet  off  on  their  journey  tq 
Philadelphia,  on  the  icth  inftant. 

The  committee  of  correfpondcnce  elected  by 
the  late  Affembly ,  and  of  courfe  dilfolved  witl"^ 
them,  wrote  circular  letters  to  all  the  towns  in 
this  Province,   copy   of  which,   and   printed 
form   of  the  non-importation  and   non-con- 
fumption   agreement,    recommended   in    that 
letter  and  accompanying  it,  are  herewith  tranf- 
mitted,   No.  2.     Some   few   towns  generally 
fubfcribed,  many  others  totally  rejeded.    The 
committee  appear  confcious  that  their  powers 
(if  any  ihey  ever  had)   ceafcd  with  the  Af- 
fembly that  elected  them,   for  they  do  not 
date  the  day  of  the  month,  becaufe  it  fucceed- 
^d  the  dilTolution  j    it  is  certain  they  had  not 
i^ded,  nor  even  pict  together  before  that. 

I  think 
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I  think  this  Province  is  much  more  rnodc- 
sratc  than  any  other  to  the  fouthward,  although 
the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm  is  fpread,  and  requires 
the  utmoft  vigilance  and  prudence  to  reilraiii 
it  from  violent  excefs  ;  this  will  appear  by  th^ 
inclofure,  No.  3,  which  was  carried  nemine 
rontradicente  in  this  town,  upon  an  attempt 
fome  few  nights  preceding,  by  a  parcel  of  boys 
and  failors,  to  infult  a  woman  who  fold  tea. 
Since  this  vote,  the  town  has  been  perfectly 
quiet,  thofe  vvho  had  tea  have  fold  it  without 
inoleftation.  The  inhabitants  have  now  al- 
moin univerfally  difcontinued  the  ufe  of  Bohea 
tea,  and  I  apprehend  will  entirely  within  three 
months  of  this  date. 

The  town-clerk  of  Boflon,  who  is  faid  to 
be  a  zealous  leader  of  the  popular  oppofition, 
has  been  in  this  town  about  a  week  ;  immedi- 
ately appears  a  publication  in  the  New-Hamp> 
Ihire  Gazette,*  recommending  donations  for 
Bofton,  which  has  been  followed  by  a  notifi- 
cation to  convene  in  town-meeting  '  to  grant 
*  relief  to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Bofton,'  on 
the  1 2th  of  September  next.  It  is  probable 
no  town  grant  will  be  made,  and  the  meeting 
ifTue  in  appointing  a  committee  to  receive  and 

tranfmit 

*  The  publication  here  referred  to  was  written  by  a  perfon 
whom  the  Governor  did  not  fufpeft,  and  the  town-clerk 
jcnevv"  nothing  of  it, 
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tranfmit  voluntary  donations,  which  I  believe 
will  not  afford  much  comfort  to  them,  or 
greatly  credit  the  charitable  munificence  of 
thefe  town -meetings  ;  grants  are  always  and 
ever  will  be  greater  on  popular  pretences  than 
private  fubfcriptions,  becaufe  thofe  that  vote 
in  public  pay  by  f:ir  the  lead  part  of  the  grant  ; 
as  is  ever  the  cafe  with  feledt  men,  who  hav- 
ing power  over  the  apportionment  of  rates, 
probably  do  not  excrcife  it  to  their  own  detri- 
ment, and  thence  more  eafily  join  in  facilitate 
ing  and  augmenting  fuch  gifts,  which,  from 
the  nature  of  the  office,  they  have  great  influ- 
ence upon.  It  is  greatly  to  be  wiflied,  that 
gentlemen  of  property,  experience  and  educa- 
tion, could  be  perfuadcd  to  accept  the  office  of 
feled:  men  ;  but  it  is  impradicablc  ,  if  they 
are  difintercfted,  and  without  other  views  than 
the  public  good,  it  is  very  laborious  and  un-r 
profitable  em.ployment :  And  as  I  have  noth- 
ing in  my  power  whereby  to  reward  fuch 
good  men,  they  all  decline,  and  the  interior 
regulation  of  the  capital  falls  into  the  hands  of 
thofe  who  can  fubmit  to  make  it  worth  theif 
attention. 

I  beg  leave  to  affurc  your  Lordfliip  of  my 
moft  faithful  diligence  in  his  Majefly's  fervice  j 
and,  with  the  greateft  deference,  to  hope  fop 
fuch  favourable  reprcfentation  thereof. 

J  am,  &c,        J,  WKNTWORTH. 
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P.  S.  The  inclofure,  No.  4,  met  with  very- 
little  encouragement,  and  obtained  but  few 
(igners  (except  two  or  three)  who  were  only 
among  the  lower  order  of  people,  who  figned 
before  they  were  divided  to,  and  on  the  fame 
invitation  would  iign  any  other  paper.     J.  W, 


No.  XXIV. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Went- 
•woRTH  to   the  Earl  ^Dartmouth,  dated 
7       NcW'HampJkire  lyh  of  September^  ^J^A- 

ON  the  8th  inftant,  about  fun-fet,  arrived  in 
the  port  of  Pifcataqua  the  Fox  mafl-fhip, 
having  on  board  30  chefts  of  bohea  tea,  con^ 
fined  to  Mr.  Edward  Parry  of  this  town. 
Previous  to  this  arrival  it  had  been  reported 
that  fuch  an  event  was  expe(^ed  :  I  therefore 
early  inftruAed  captain  Cochran  of  his  Majef-. 
ty's  caftle,  William  and  Mary,  in  this  Prov- 
ince, to  render  all  the  aid  and  affiftance  in 
iiis  power  upon  the  firft  application,  as  by  the 
copy.  No.  I.  which  I  beg  leave  to  inclofe  to 
'  your  Lord  ill  ip  herewith.  Accordingly  cap* 
tain  Cochran,  always  indefatigable  in  his  du- 
ty, went  off  to  the  fhip  while  at  fea  and  prof- 
fered his  fervice.     Some  few  days  before  this 

arrival 
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tirrival,  letters  were  received  from  London, 
mentioning  the  (liipping  of  the  tea  to  fundry 
perfons,  whence  it  became  very  publick.  A 
Ihip  laft  week  arrived  at  Salem  with  a  quanti- 
ty of  tea  on  board,  alfo  confirmed  the  expec- 
tation of  the  like  here.  Thefe  things,  added 
to  a  report  from  Salem  that  the  people  would 
Hot  admit  the  tea  to  be  landed,  entered,  or  pay 
the  duty  there,  and  the  enthufiaitic  fpirit  of 
that  Province  daily  gaining  ground  both  there 
and  here,  notwithftanding  my  utmoft  efforts 
and  vigilance,  rendered  the  event  of  this  im- 
portation more  precarious  than  the  former,  and 
raifed  almoil  infurmountable  obllacks  agaiull 
its  prefcrvation. 

As  foon  as  it  was  generally  known  that  tea 
was  arrived  here,  the  didfquict  broke  forth 
among  the  populace,  and  at  a  quarter  pad:  ten 
at  night  I  received  a  letter,  No.  2,  from  Mr. 
Parry,  informing  of  his  windows  being  broken 
by  a  mob,  and  dcliring  protedion.  At  half 
pail  ten  I  fent  Mr.  M 'Donah,  my  private 
Secretaiy,  and  my  brother,  who  happened  to- 
be  at  my  houfe,.  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Parry  what 
was  neceffary,  and,  if  any  danger,  to  offer  him 
the  prote(ftion  of  my  houfe,  which  they  did  ; 
but  the  attempted  mob  having  fubiided,  he 
faw  there  was  no  danger,  and  remained  quiet- 
ly and  fafcly  in  his  own  lodgings.  At  three 
tfjuarters  pall  9  A.  M.  of  the  9thinflant,  Mr, 

Parry 
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Parry  brought  me  a  petition  to  the  ^overnof 
and  Council,  praying  the  protection  of  gov- 
ernment, as  in  the  mclofed  copy,  No.  3, 
Whereupon  I  convened  the  Council  withiri  an 
hour,  and  received  advice  from  them  to  caU 
m  the  Jullices  that  were  in  town,  and  reqtiirr' 
their  execution  of  their  duty,  which  they,- 
with  laudable  prudence  and  firmnefs  immech- 
ately  proceeded  upon,  an^d  with  defirabl^" 
fuccefs. 

Mr.  Parry  and  Captain  Norman  were  in- 
forrhed  of  thefe  proceedings,  and  by  me  told 
at   the   Council   Board,    that    the   Governdi'^ 
Council   and  Magiflrates,   would,   upon  the" 
leaft  notice,  fupport   and  proted:   them  and 
their  property,  and  that  wc   Ihould  all  be  in 
teadinefs.     At  fix  P.  M.  I  adjourned  till  nin^ 
o'clock  next  morning,  and  fent  for  the  Chief 
Juftice,   Sheriff  and  Attorney-General,    from 
Exeter,  where  the  Superior  Court  was  afid  isl 
fitting.    Alfo  Mr.  Oilman  and  Waldron  frorrt 
Exeter  and  Dover,   to  make  a  full   Council. 
That  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  execute  the" 
1aw%  and  preferve  the  public  peace,  the  Coun- 
cil fat  till  two  o'clock  ;    and  no  further  appli- 
cation made  nor  any  appearance  of  riot  or  vio- 
lence whatever.     I  propofed  to  the   Council 
to  coniider  and  advife  me  what  further  was 
needful  to  be  done  upon  the   petition;    this 
Was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report  upon, 

and 
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and  I  adjourned  'till  Monday,  the  twelfth  in- 
ftant,  teno*clock,  A.  M. 

During  this  period,  viz  the  9th  and  loth 
inftant,  the  town  meetings  were  agitated.  At 
length  a  committee  were  chofen  to  confult 
with  Mr.  Parry  and  the  Captain,  who  agreed 
to  export  the  tea  to  Halifax,  after  being  duly 
entered,  and  paying  the  duty.  About  five 
o'clock  P.  M.  of  lOth,  Mr.  Parry  and  Cap- 
tain Norman  came  to  me,  and  informed  me  of 
this  agreement,  and  that  they  were  obliged  to 
the  government  for  their  proted:ion,  which 
they  imagined  was  no  longer  necefi'ary  on  this 
occafion.  However,  I  judged  it  prudent  to 
meet  the  Council  on  the  adjournment,  and  to 
have  the  Council  convened  again  in  the  after- 
noon, as  there  was  a  town  meeting  fitting,  and 
I  could  not  be  certain  of  eftablilhed  quiet  'till 
that  was  over.  The  veiTel  with  the  tea  failed 
the  I  ith  inftant,  with  a  fair  wind,  for  Hali- 
fax, and  the  town  is  in  peace.  The  whole 
proceedings  of  Council  affair  I  beg  leave  here- 
with to  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfliip  in  the  paper 
No.  4. 

Notwithftanding,  I  can  ftill  have  the  pleaf- 
uretoreprefent  to  your  Lordfliip  that  this  Prov- 
ince continues  more  moderate  than  any  to  the 
fouthward  ;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  truth  re- 
quires me  to  luggeft,  that  the  union  of  the 
colonies  in  fentiment  is  not  divided  nor  loft  in 

New-Hampfliirc, 
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New-Hampfhire,  although  tliey  have  hitherj 
to  been  pievailed  upon  to  abftain  from  ad:s  or 
general  violence  and  outrage,  and  the  laws  jk 
have  their  coiirfe.  How  long  it  will  remain  ^ 
to  is  impoflible  to  forefee  ;  I  confels  much 
good  may  not  reafonably  be  counted  upon, 
while  the  unhappy  diftratlions  in  the  Mafla- 
chufetts  bay  gain  ground  and  fpread  with 
luch  violence  as  cannot  but  be  extremely  de- 
plored by  every  eonfiderate  man; 


No.  XXV. 

^xiraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Went- 
WORTH  to  the  Earl  of  DARTMouTHy  dat- 
ed New-Hampjhirey   i^t/j  November,  1774. 

AT  an  adjoiirnment  of  a  town  meeting  in 
Portfmouth,  in  Odober  laft,  lifty-tvvd 
voters  reconfidered  a  vote  of  fifty-fix  voters  in 
a  previous  meeting,  *'  not  to  grant  the  town 
monies  for  a  donation  to  Bofton  ;  but  that  a 
voluntary  fubfcription  be  opened  for  that  pur- 
pofe.'*  This  lefl'er  number  granted  two  hun- 
dred pounds  proclamation  money,  ivhich  is 
near  four  tiincs  their  Province  tax. 

They  alfo  proceeded  to  choofe  a  committee 
of  forty-five  perfons,  chiefly  out  of  the  num- 
ber 
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bcr  then  prefent,  who  ftile  themfelves,  **  A 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.*'  I  hear  one 
half  the  number  refufed  to  ad:.  The  remain- 
der convened  together,  and  prevailed  on  Mr. 
Wentworth,  an  old  gentleman  of  feventy- 
eight  years,  and  lately  extremely  impaired  by 
frequent  epileptic  fits,  to  be  their  chairman. 
General  Gage  having  defired  me  to  furnilh 
fome  carpenters  to  build  and  prepare  quarters 
for  his  Majefty's  troops  in  Bollon,  the  carpen- 
ters there  being  withdrawn,  and  the  fervice 
much  dirtrefled  ;  I  immediately  engaged  and 
fent  him  a  party  of  able  men,  which  arrived 
to  the  General,  and  are  very  ufeful.  How- 
ever, this  committee  conlidered  it  as  very  ob- 
noxious, and  chofe  a  fub-committee  from  a- 
mong  their  adting  members,  to  draw  up  re* 
iblves  relative  to  this  matter,  which  I  am  in- 
formed they  did,  and  were  accordingly  pub- 
liflied  in  the  inclofcd  New-Hamplhire  Ga- 
zette, No.  940,  which  excited  the  deflgncd 
madnefs  through  the  interior  part  of  the  Prov- 
ince, and  folely  gave  rife  to  the  proceedings  at 
Rochefter,  as  publilhed  in  the  Gazette,  No. 
942,  herewith  tranfmittcd.  Indeed,  had  not 
the  Rochefter  committee  ad:cd  with  great  pru- 
dence, and  confented  to  call  Mr.  Auflin  be- 
fore them,  it  is  greatly  to  be  apprehended  ve- 
ry cfTcntial  outr:igcs  would  have  been  commit- 
ted on  his  eftatc,  and  his  perfon  endangered 
through  the  violence  of  a  deluded  populace. 
E  e  From 
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From  thefe  motives  only  were  thofe  three 
gentlemen  in  Rochefter  prevailed  on  to  a6t  irt 
a  bufmefs  the  whole  of  which  they  publicly 
difapproved,  but  had  not  power  to  fupprefs. 
During  thefe  agitations  Captain  Holland,  by 
defire  of  Brigadier  General  Robinfon,  had 
purchafed  fome  blankets  for  the  army.  The 
committee  forbad  him  to  fhip  any,  and  he  im- 
mediately fent  them  all  to  my  houfe  for  fafc- 
ty,  whence  I  diredily  fliipped  them  for  Bof- 
ton,  and  they  are  fafely  delivered.  In  the 
counties  of  Hillfborough  and  Chefliire  I  have 
heard  there  have  been  feveral  reprehenfible  vi- 
olences committed,  under  popular  pretences  of 
liberty  ;  neverthelefs  I  took  fuch  meafures, 
that,  I  am  informed  by  the  magiftrates  of  thofe 
counties,  the  difficulties  begin  to  fublide.  But 
I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  with  any  reafbnable 
hopes  of  the  legal  eftablifliment  of  the  powers 
of  government  in  this  Province,  until  they  are 
efFediually  reftored  in  the  MafTachufetts  Bay. 
I  have  been  fuccefsful  in  prevailing  on  foldiers 
deferted  from  the  King's  troops  at  Bofion,  to 
return  to  their  duty,  through  the  Ipirited  and 
prudent  activity  of  Major  Thompfon,  a  mili- 
tia officer  of  Ncw-Hampffiire,  whofe  man- 
iigement,  the  General  writes  me,  promifes 
further  fuccefs.  The  town  of  Exeter  have 
follov/ed  the  example  of  Portfmoutb,  and 
granted  one  hundred  pounds  to  Bofion,  and  I 
aj;"prehend  many  other  towns  will  do  the  like. 

No# 
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ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Went- 
WORTH,  to  the  Ear/ of  Dartmouth,  djt- 
ed New-Ham pfji re y  December  7,,  1774' 

THE  forming  a  Continental  Congrefs  was 
fo  iiniverfally  adopted  by  the  other  Col- 
onies, that  It  was  impolfible  to  prevent  this 
Province  from  joining  therein,  and  accepting 
the  meafiires  recommended,  which  are  receiv- 
ed implicitly  :  So  great  is  the  prefent  delu- 
fion,  that  moil  people  receive  them  as  mat- 
ters of  obedience,  not  of  con  fide  rate  examina- 
tion, whereon  they  may  excrcife  their  own 
judgment.  Accordingly  on  their  firft  publica- 
tion, the  acfbingpartof  the  committee  m.ention- 
edinmy  difpatch.  No.  69,  forbad  an  exporta- 
tion of  fifty  flieep,  the  adventure  of  a  Ihip- 
mafter,  bound  to  the  Wefi:-Iridies,  and  caufed. 
him,  at  fome  lofs,  to  difpofe  of  his  flieep,  and 
unlade  the  provifion  made  for  them. 

This  day  the  Provincial  committee  nomi- 
nated at  Exeter  by  the  eledors  of  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Congrefs,  have  publiilied  their 
mandate,  herewith  enclofed,  for  a  general  fub- 
mifiion  to  the  refolvcs  of  the  Congrefs,  fign- 
E  e  2  ed 
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cd  by  their  chairman,  who  was  fpeaker  in  the 
late  General  AiTembly. 

It  is  much  to  be  wifhed  the  Colonies  had 
purfued  the  mode  of  reprefentation  your  Lord- 
Hiip  is  plealed  to  mention.  At  prefent,  I  ap- 
prehend, the  refpecftive  AfTemblies  will  em- 
brace the  firil  hour  of  their  meeting,  formally 
to  recognife  all  the  proceedings  of  theCongrefs, 
and  if  they  fhould  fuperadd,  it  will  not  prob- 
ably be  lefs  violent  than  the  example  which 
will  be  their  foundation. 


No.  XXVII. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Went  worth 
to  Gover'nor  Gage,  Dated  i^th  of  Deeeni' 
her,  1774. 

Portfmouth,  New-Hampfliire. 

SIR, 

HAVE  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  19th  inft.  with  the 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  were 
both  delivered  to  me  on  Monday  evening  lafl 
by  Mr.  V/hiting. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  concern  I  am  called 
upon  by  my  duty  to  the  King,  to  communi- 
cate to  your  Excellency  a  moft  unhappy  affair 
perpetrated  here  this  day. 

Yefterday 
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Yefterday  in  the  afternoon,  Paul  Revere  ar- 
rived in  this  town,  exprefs  from  the  commit- 
tee in  Bofton  to  another  committee  in  this 
town,  and  delivered  his  difpatch  to  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Cutts,  merchant  of  this  town,  who  im- 
mediately convened  the  committee  of  which 
he  is  one,  and,  as  I  learn,  laid  it  before  them. 
This  day  before  noon,  before  any  lufpicions 
could  be  had  of  their  intentions,  about  four 
hundred  men  were  collecfled  together,  and  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  his  Majefty*s  Caftlc, 
William  and  Mary,  ai  the  entrance  of  this  har- 
bour, and  forcibly  took  poffeflion  thereof; 
notwithllanding  the  beft  defence  that  could  be 
made  by  Captain  Cochran  (whofe  condud:  has 
been  extremely  laudable,  as  your  Excellency 
will  fee  by  the  cnclofed  letter  from  him)  and 
by  violence  carried  away  upwards  of  lOO  bar- 
rels of  powder  belonging  to  the  King,  depofit- 
ed  in  the  caftle.  1  am  informed  that  ex- 
prefl'cs  have  been  circulated  through  the  neigh- 
bouring towns,  to  colled:  a  number  of  people 
to-morrow,  or  as  foon  as  pofTible,  to  carry  a- 
way  all  the  cannon  and  arms  belonging  to  the 
caftle,  which  they  will  undoubtedly  eftecl,  un- 
lefs  fome  aflillance  Ihould  arrive  froni  Bofton 
in  time  to  prevent  it.  I'his  event  too  plainly 
proves  the  imbecility  of  this  government  to 
carry  into  execution  his  Majcfty's  order  iu 
Council,   for  feizing  and  detaining  arms  and 

amninnition 
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ammunition  imported  into  this  Province, 
without  fome  ftrong  (hips  of  war  in  this  har-» 
bour :  Neither  is  the  Province  or  cuftom^ 
houfe-treafury  in  any  degree  fafej  if  it  fhould 
come  into  the  mind  of  the  popular  leaders  to 
feize  upon  them. 

The  principal  perfons  who  took  the  lead  in 
this  enormity  are  well  known.  Upon  the 
beft  information  I  can  obtain,  this  mifchief 
originates  from  the  publilbing  the  Secretary  of 
State's  letter,  and  the  King's  order  in  Council 
at  Rhode  Ifland,  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  military  ftores  from  Great  Britain,  and  the 
proceedings  in  that  Colony  in  confequence  of 
it,  which  have  been  publifhed  here  by  the  fore- 
mentioned  Mr.  Revere,  and  the  difpatch. 
brought,  before  which  all  was  perfectly  quiet 
and  peaceable  here.         I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  WENTWORTH, 


No, 
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No.  XXVIII. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Cochran,  Com- 
mander  of  Fort  WiUiatn  and  Mary,  in  Ne'w- 
HampJ/jire,  to  Governor  Wentworth,  dat- 
ed the  i^t/j  of  December^  ^11  \' 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

I  RECEIVED  your  Excellency's  favour  of 
yefterday,  and  in  obedience  thereto  kept  a 
Arid:  watch  all  night,  and  added  two  men   to 
my  ufual  number,  being  all  I  could  get.  Noth- 
ing material  occurred  till  this  day  one  o'clock, 
when  I  was  informed,  there  was  a  number  of 
people  coming  to  take  poiTeirion  of  the  Fort, 
upon  which,  having  only  five  effective  meu 
with  me,  I  prepared  to  make  the  bed  defence  I 
could,  and  pointed  fome  guns  to  thofe  places 
where  I  expecSted  they  would  enter.     About 
three  o'clock  the  Fort  was  bcfet  on  all  fides  by 
upwards  of  four  hundred  men.     I  told  th.cm, 
on  their  peril  not  to  enter  ;  They  replied  they 
would.      I   immediately   ordered  three  four 
pounders  to  be  fired  on   them,  and  then  the 
fmall  arms,  and  before  wc  could  be  ready  to 
lire  again,  we  were  flormed  on  all  quarters, 
and  they  immediately  fecurcd  both  me  and 

iny 
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my  men,  and  kept  us  prifoners  about  one  hour 
and  a  half,  during  which  time  they  broke  op- 
en the  powder-houfe,  and  took  all  the  powder 
away  except  one  barrel,  and  having  put  it  in- 
to boats  and  fent  it  off,  they  releafed  me  from 
my  confinement.  To  which  can  only  add, 
that  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  defend  the  fort, 
but  all  my  efforts  could  not  avail  againfl  fo 
great  a  number.  I  am  your  Excellency's,  &c, 
(Signed) 

JOHN  COCHRAN. 


No.  XXIX. 

Copy  of  an  ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Governor 
Wentv/orth,  to  Governor  GAGEy  dated- 
Tortfmoutb,  New-Hampjhire ,  the  i6th  of 
Dece?7ibcry  1774. 

ON  Wednelday  lad:  after  twelve  o'clock, 
an  infurredion  fuddenly  took  place  in 
this  town,  and  immediately  procceeded  to 
his  Majefty's  caftle,  attacked,  overpowered, 
wounded  and  confined  the  Captain,  and  thence 
took  away  all  the  King's  powder.  Yefterday 
numbers  more  affemblcd,  and  laft  night 
brought  off  many  cannon,  &c.  and  about  fixty 
mulkets.      This  day  the  town  is  full  of  armed 

men. 
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men,  who  refufo  todifpeife,  but  appear  deter- 
mined to  compleat  the  diTmantling  the  fortrefs 
intirely.  Hitherto  the  people  abHain  troin 
private  or  perfonal  injuries  ;  how  long  they 
will  be  To  prevailed  on,  it  is  impoffible  to  liiy, 
Imoft  fincerely  lament  the  prefent  diftradions 
which  feem  to  have  burft  forth  by  means  oi  a 
letter  from  William  Cooper  to  Samuel  Cutts, 
delivered  here  on  Tuefday  lall,  P.  M.  by 
Paul  Revere.  I  have  not  time  to  add  further 
on  this  melancholy  fubjec^t. 

P.  S.  The  populace  threaten  to  abufe  Colo- 
nel Fenton,  becaufe  he  has  to  them  declared 
the  folly  of  their  conduct,  and  that  he  will  do 
his  duty  as  a  Juflice  in  executing  the  laws. 
They  will  never  prevail  on  him  to  retracl,  if 
all  the  men  in  the  Province  attack  him.  If  I 
liad  had  two  hundred  fuch  men,  the  caftleand 
all  therein  would  yet  have  been  fafe.  At  this 
moment  the  heavy  cannon  are  not  carried  off, 
but  how  foon  they  may  be,  I  cannot  fay. 

No. 
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No.  XXX. 

T/je  pub  lie  at  mn  in  the  Ncw-Hamppjire  Gazette 
referred  to  in  No.  XXIII. 

To    THE   INHABITANTS  of  the  Pro- 
vince OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Remember  them  that  are  in  bonds  as  bound 
'•JDith  them,  and  them  thatfuffer  adverfity,  as 
being  your/elves  alfo  in  the  body. 

Let  us  conjider  one  another  to  provoke  to  love 
and  to  good  works. 

MY  DEAR  BRETHREN, 

OUR  late  Houfe  of  Deputies,  which  met 
at  Exeter,  having  recommended  it  to 
the  feveral  towns  in  this  Province,  to  confid- 
er  the  diftrefled  fituation  of  our  poor  opprefT- 
ed  Brethren  in  Bofton,  who  are  fuffering  the 
rigour  of  a  cruel  and  unjuft  Adt  of  Parliament 
which  deprives  them  of  the  means  of  fubfiil- 
cnce  for  an  indefinite  time,  and  lend  them 
what  help  we  can  afford,  to  fupport  them"  in 
their  fufferings  :  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
you  fome  conliderations,  which  may  ferve  to 
Ihew  you  not  how  much  they  fieed  (for  that 

your 
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your  own  humanity  muft  inform  you)   but 
how  much  they  dcfervc  your  alTiftance. 

The  people  of  that  Town  and  Colony  have 
ever  been  remarkable  for  their  humanity  and 
generofity  to  the  diftreffed.  Their  bounty  has 
been  extended  to  Jamaica,  Nevis,  Carolina 
and  other  places  which  have  fuffered  by  fires, 
hurricanes,  earthquakes  and  other  calamities, 
yea,  London  iffelf  has  experienced  their  kind- 
nefs,  when  by  the  fire  in  1666,  great  numbers 
there  were  reduced  to  poverty.  To  their  ten- 
der and  benevolent  hand  this  Province  in  par- 
ticular is  greatly  indebted  it  not  for  its  exift- 
ence,  yet  certainly  for  its  proted:ion  and  fup- 
port,  both  in  matters  ot  civil  government  and 
in  the  furious  Indian  Wars  during  thofe  forty 
years  we  were  united  to  that  Colony.  The 
lettlements  here  mull  have  been  broken  up  had 
we  been  left  to  ftand  alone,  vexed  as  we  were 
by  inteftine  divifions  and  the  want  of  an  or- 
derly government,  labouring  under  poverty,  and 
attacked  by  a  favnge  enemy  whofe  tender  mer- 
cies were  cruelty.  The  fenfc  of  their  kind- 
nefs  was  moft  gratefully  exprefTed  in  a  letter 
written  by  Preiident  Cutts  and  his  Council 
in  1680,  to  that  Colony,  upon  the  fcparation 
which  then  took  place  by  the  King's  Authori- 
ty. And  fince  that  time,  every  one  that  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  ftate  of  this  Province,  knows 
{hat  it  owes  much  of  its  importance  to  the 

neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood  of  the  Mafl'achufetts  govern-, 
ment. 

Though  the  Town  of  Boflon  have  them- 
felves  fuffered  greatly  by  fires,  and  by  the  fre- 
quent fpreading  of  the  fmall  pox  among  them, 
yet  they  have  ahvays  been  at  a  prodigious  ex- 
penfe  in  fupporting  the  poor,  moft  of  whom 
are  not  natives  of  the  place,  but  ftrangers,  who 
have  fallen  in  among  them.  For  feveral  years 
paft,  as  I  have  it  from  the  beft  authority,  their 
annual  poor*s  bill  has  amounted  to  about  two 
thoufand  pounds  fterling ;  befides  which,  there 
is  a  voluntary  quarterly  contribution  for  the 
poor  at  a  public  evening-lecture  in  Faneuil- 
Hall. 
DiftrelTed  perfons  of  all  forts  have  ever  found 
Bofton  the  befl:  place  to  go  to  for  relief.  Prif- 
oneis  of  v/ar  have  there  found  the  kindeft 
treatment,  and  returned  captives  have  been  re- 
ceived with  the  tenderefl:  commiferation.  Mr, 
Williams  of  Deerfield,  in  the  narrative  of  his 
captivity,  bears  them  this  teflimony,   *  The 

*  charity  of  the    whole   country  of  Canada, 

*  though  moved  with  the  dodrine  of  merit, 

*  does  not  come  up  to  the  charity  of  Boflon 

*  alone,  where  notions  of  merit  are  rejecfted.*' 

Now,  fliall  fuch  a  people  as  this  fuffer  un- 
pitied,  unalTifled  ?  He  who  hath  eflabliflied 
this  rule  *  The  liberal  devifeth  liberal  thmgs, 

*  and  by  liberal  things  he  Ihalilland,*  hasdif- 

pofed 
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pofed  the  hearts  of  our  brethren  in  the  fou- 
thern  Colonies  to  contribute  handfomely  al- 
ready, and  when  the  crops  come  in,  wecxped: 
they  will  do  much  more.  And  Ihall  not  we, 
though  our  ability  is  but  fmall  in  proportion 
to  theirs,  do  what  we  can  to  enable  our  breth- 
ren, who  are  foremoft  in  the  conflidt,  to 
maintain  the  caufein  which  they  are  engaged, 
by  a  firm  and  manly  perfeverance  ?  Will  not 
fuch  communications  of  charity  ftrcngthen  the 
bonds  of  fociety,  and  endear  us  to  each  other  ? 
And  when  a  firm  union  is  thus  cemented, 
happy  in  our  mutual  affediion,  in  the  increafed 
cultivation  of  our  lands,  in  our  frugality  and 
economy,  we  Ihall  fecurely  bid  defiance  to  all 
the  enemies  of  our  peace,  afid,  leave  this  land 
of  LIBERTY  a  facred  legacy  to  pofterity. 
*  l^erra — potensannis,  at  que  ubcreglcha;.^ 
AMICUS  PATRI^. 


No; 
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No.  XXXI. 

On  the  migration  of  Fi(l:es .  (Vol.  III.  p.  176.) 
A  letter  from  the  Hon.  Gejieral  Lincoln 
to  the  Author. 

Hingham,  Dec.  iz,  I79i' 
Rev^erend  and  dear  Sir, 

SINCE  I  favv  you  laft,  I  liave  found  fomc 
parts  of  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  Little,  with  a  defign  to  convince  him, 
that  the  fiver  fifli  never  forfake  the  waters  in 
which  they  were  fpawned,  unlefs  fome  un- 
natural obftrudiions  are  thrown  in  their  way  i 
That  when  obflfudled,  they  do  hot  feek  new 
fources  in  which  they  may  lodge  their  fpawn  ; 
but  that  they  are  fo  ftrongly  allured  to  the 
fame  rout,  that  they  annually  return  to  their 
natural  river,  prcffing  cdnftantly  for  a  pafTage 
into  their  mother  pond.  That  the  quiet 
waters  of  the  lake  can  alone  give  that  nourifh- 
ment  and  protedion  neceffary  to  the  exigence 
of  the  ^^^<g  ;  the  prefervation  of  which  is  in- 
difpcnfible,  if  an  extindion  of  the  fchull  is  tct 
be  prevented. 

The  pracftice  is  not  novel  in  this  State,  wheil 
from  fome  unnatural  obflruAions^  the  filh 
have  been  totally  expelled  from  a  river,  to  re- 
ellabliih  them  in  their  former  numbers.     A- 

hofut 
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bout  fifty  years  fince,  it  was  known,  that  at 
the  firft  fettlement  of  this  town,  the  Alewives 
had  a  pafTage  through  it,  into  Accord  pond, 
and  were  in  fuch  plenty  as  to  give  a  full  fup- 
ply  to  the  inhabitants.  This  induced  the 
people  at  that  time  to  attempt  the  re-cftablilli- 
ment  of  them,  in  which  they  fucceeded  by 
opening  proper  fiih  ways  through  the  mill 
dams,  and  conveying  the  filTi,  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year,  in  a  proper  vehicle  into  the  pond  ; 
this  was  done  by  keeping  it  near  the  bank  of 
the  river,  and  frequently  ibifting  the  water 
in  the  veflel.  After  this,  the  tilh  increafed 
annually  until  there  was  a  pretty  good  fupply  ; 
but  as  there  were  many  fhoal  places  in  the  ri- 
ver, which  required  very  conftant  attention,  the 
expenfe  of  which  and  the  lols  fuftained  by 
flopping  the  mills,  exceeded,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  town,  the  advantages  of  the  filh,  the 
bufinefs  was  neglecfted  ;  fo  that  for  a  number 
of  years  they  have  been  perfedly  cut  off  from 
the  pond.  Notwithftanding  fome  of  the  filh 
annually  return  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  urg- 
ing a  pafTage  up  ;  but  they  are  decreafed  in 
number  and  reduced  in  fize. 

We  lliall  find  on  examination,  that  the  fifli 
though  of  the  fame  kind,  in  one  river  are 
much  larger  and  fiittcr  than  in  any  other  ri- 
ver in  its  vicinity.  If  thcfc  filb  were  fuffered 
to  intermix, the  difference  nov»-  fo  very  appar- 
ent 
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ent  would  not  exifl.  If  the  filli  are  not  di- 
ied:ed  by  fome  laws  in  nature,  to  the  rivers  in 
which  they  were  fpawned,  how  lliall  we  ac- 
count for  the  Salmon  being  in  ConnecSlicut  ri- 
ver, and  in  Merrimack,  and  the  rivers  lying 
between,  pcrfe6tly  deftitute  of  thofe  fiih  ? 
Was  there  not  fomething  irrefiflibly  enchant- 
ing, in  the  waters  in  which  they  refped:ive- 
ly  originated,  we  iliould  probably  find  fome 
Ifraggling  Salmon  in  the  intermediate  rivers. 

Whilft  I  refided  in  Philadelphia  in  1782 
and  1783,  I  difcovered  that  the  Shad  brought 
to  market  from  the  Schuylkill  were  about  one 
third  part  better  than  thofe  taken  in  the  Dela- 
ware. Thefe  fifli  come  up  the  bay  together 
in  the  fpring,  and  take,  each  fchull  its  proper 
river,  about  five  miles  below  the  city  ;  they 
are  caught  but  a  few  miles  above  it,  fo  that  in 
a  few  hours  after  they  divide,  they  fall  into 
the  nets  of  the  iifliermen.  Were  there  not 
fomething  in  the  nature  of  the  waters  of  thefe 
rivers,  by  which  the  fifh  are  allured  to  them 
refpectively,  we  certainly  fhould  find  the  fifli 
in  the  different  rivers  exad:ly  alike,  for  we 
cannot  fuppofe  that  they  experience  any  mate- 
rial change  between  the  time  of  their  fepari- 
tion  and  the  time  of  their  being  caught.  As 
the  Shad  taken  in  the  Schuylkill  are  and  always 
have  been  of  a  much  fuperior  quality  to  thofe 
taken  in  the  DclaNvare,  we  mufl  fuppofe  that 

there 
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tliere  is,,  in  the  river  firft  mentioned,  food  for 
the  filh  more  nutritive  than  there  is  in  the  lat- 
ter. I  cannot  think  it  a  very  romantic  idea, 
that  the  waters  are  fo  impregnated  with  certain 
particles  which  lliall  be  fiifficicnt  to  allure  the 
£lli  to  thofe  rivers  in  which  they  were  fpawn- 
ed,  or  that  they  are  invited  to  them  by  the  re- 
turning fry,  on  which  they  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  fc^d.  That  they  do  feed  difterently, 
fome  on  food  more  nutritive  than  others,  can- 
not be  denied  ;  to  this  is  owing  the  different 
{ize  cf  the  fiih.  They  leave  the  rivers  under 
<lifFerent  circumilances,  and  (g  return  to  them 
again. 

The  fliad  and  alewife  frequent  the  fame  wa- 
ters in  which  they  drop  their  fpawns.  The 
fhad,  prior  to  this,  work  up  a  little  circular 
fand  bank,  on  which  the  fpawns  are  lodged, 
and  are  guarded  from  that  deftruv'^ion  to  which 
they  would  be  expo  fed  from  the  fmall  iilli, 
<lid  not  the  male  conftantly  play  around  the 
depofit.  While  the  eggs  or  fpawns  of  the  ale- 
wife  are  fecured  by  being  depofited  in  iKoal 
water,  which  prevents  their  being  annoyed  by 
the  large  fifli. 

The  idea  that  fifli  always  return  to  the  fime 
rivers  in  which  they  are  fpawned,  will  notap- 
pear  improbable  when  we  confider  what  are 
the  general  laws  which  feem  to  controul  the 
whole  finny  tribe  j  and  what  would  be  the 
F  f  probable 
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piobable  confequences  fhould  they  be  thrown 
down. 

On  the  fhores  of  the  United  States  we  find 
fifh  of  different  kinds,  each  fupplying  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants.  Thefe  are  re^ 
{trained  by  fome  laws  in  nature  to  their  own 
feeding  ground  j  they  do  not  invade  the 
rights  of  others,  nor  are  their  rights  infringed 
by  any.  New- York  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  that  State  is  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this,  yet  each  State  has  a  very 
different  fifli-market.  So  it  is  with  Pennfyl- 
vania  and  the  States  fouth  of  it.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  all  are  fupplied,  and  with  kinds; 
of  fifli  peculiar  to  each.  The  Cod-fifli  which 
occupy  the  banks  lying  between  the  latitudes 
of  41  and  45,  are  very  different  on  the  differ- 
ent banks,  and  are  kept  fo  diftind:,  and  are  fo 
limilar  on  the  refpedive  banks,  that  a  man  ac- 
quainted with  the  fifhing  bufinefs,  will  fepa- 
raie  thofe  caught  on  one  bank  from  thofe 
caught  on  another,  with  as  much  eafe  as  we 
feparate  the  apple  from  the  pear. 

It  will  be  acknowledged  that  there  can  ex- 
ifb  but  a  certain  nuniber  only  of  fifh  in  any 
given  fpace  ;  was  not  this  the  cafe,  as  they  are 
fo  prolific  in  their  nature  they  would,  from 
their  natural  increafe,  foon  fo  multiply,  as  that 
the  world,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion, 
would  not  contain  them. 

On 
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On  the  banks  there  appears  nearly  as  many 
fifh  as  ever,  notwithftanding  the  great  num- 
bers annually  taken.  The  grand  bank  was, 
three  years  ago,  manifeftly  over  locked,  there 
were  more  filh  on  it  than  could  find  fupport ; 
thofe  taken  were  evidently  on  the  decline,  they 
were  very  thin,  the  fubftance  tender  ;  it  could 
not  be  haidened  and  preferved  by  lalt ;  many 
of  them  would  yield  before  the  knife  in  fplit-r 
ting  and  fall  <o  pieces  before  they  could  be 
conveyed  to  the  fiakes.  The  caufe  is  not 
known,  probably  the  fpawns  of  that  feafon  were 
better  preferved  than  they  had  ufually  been. 

Were  thofe  retraining  laws  of  nature,  which 
now  confine  the  different  fchulls  of  fifh  to  their 
own  limits,  thrown  down,  and  all  could  wan- 
der without  controul  there  would  be  the  moft 
iminent  danger  of  a  total  defl:rud:ion  of  nearly 
the  whole  kind,  as  well  in  the  rivers  as  on  the 
banks,  for,  as  was  faid  before,  there  can  but  a 
certain  number  cxifl  in  a  given  fpace. 

Permit  mc  farther  to  requeft,  in  fupport  of 
the  dodtrine  advanced,  an  attention  to  that  {y{- 
tem  and  order  fo  confpicuous  in  the  operations 
of  nature,  and  the  great  regularity  preferved  a- 
mong  the  things  of  creation,  animate  and  in- 
animate, by  that  Wifdom  which  made  and  gov- 
erns the  world. 

Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  different  nations 

difperfed  over  the  face  of  the  earth,   by  Him 

F  f  2  who 
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who  originally  fixed  bounds  to  the  habitations 
of  men,  and  as  a  reftraint  to  them,  and  that 
each  tribe  fliould  retain  its  own  limits,  he  gave 
to  each  nation  a  different  language  :  We  find 
the  different  nations  and  tribes,  though  poffeff- 
ing  very  different  climates,  and  if  we  were  to 
judge,  enjoying  the  means  of  different  degrees 
of  happinefs,  feverally  tenacious  of  the  limits 
afligned  them,  and  where  a  God  is  acknowl- 
edged, they  very  fincerely  and  univerfally 
thank  him  that  they  are  favoured  above  their 
fellow  men. 

Was  it  not  for  the  fuperintending  care,  and 
the  influence  of  the  Governor  of  the  univerfe, 
who  fcatters  in  the  paths  of  men  fuch  motives 
as  fall  with  weight  and  conviction  on  their 
minds,  and  lead  them  to  prefer  their  climate 
above  ^ny  other,  no  inhabitants  would  be 
found  in  the  burning  fands  under  the  torrid, 
nor  on  the  frozen  cragged  mountains  under  the 
frigid  zones  :  We  find  however  under  each, 
multitudes  of  people,  who  are  fo  fitted  for 
their  refpediive  fituations,  that  they  are  not 
only  happy,  but  are  really  partial  to  the  place 
afligned  them,  and  envy  not  the  dominion  of 
others,  and  feldom  or  never  invade  them,  but 
from  motives  of  avarice,   pride  and  ambidon. 

We  find  that  the  people  who  inhabited  the 
American  fliores  on  the  firfl  difcovery  of  them, 
were  divided  into  little  kingdoms  or  tribes, 

each 
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each  fpeaking  a  different  language,  and  is)ere 
tnemies  one  to  the  other  ;  hence  they  were  pre- 
ferved  from  famine  and  want,  for  they  depend- 
ed principally  upon  the  fpontaneous  growth  of 
the  earth,  and  upon  hilling  and  hunting  for 
their  fupport.  Whatever  kept  them  afunder 
was  an  ad;  oi  ?nercy  ;  with  their  ideas,  they 
could  not  have  lived  compadly,  ruin  mull 
have  been  the  neceflary  confequencc  of  the  at- 
tempt. 

What  fliott  of  that  influence  hecelTary  to 
prefcrvc  the  natural  order  of  things,  could  have 
prevented  mankind  from  abandoning  the  more 
inhofpitable  parts  of  the  globe,  running  toge- 
ther and  uniting  in  climes  the  moll  friendly  and 
pleafant,  and  much  the  greater  part  of  them, 
becoming  thereby  their  own  executioners - 
Although  from  an  high  cultivation  of  the  earth, 
food  may  be  drawn  for  a  great  multitude  of 
people,  yet  population  cannot  exceed  certain 
bounds  ;  whenever  that  takes  place,  the  falu- 
brity  of  the  air  is  deflroyed,  contagion  rages, 
the  people  ficken  and  die. 

Let  me  now  point  you  to  the  birds  of  paf- 
fage,  and  alk  that  you  would  permit  your  ideas 
to  follow  them  in  their- flight  from  fouth  to 
north,  in  fpring,  and  from  north  to  fouth,  in  au- 
tumn, and  you  will  find  that  they  are  annual- 
ly pointed  to  the  fameobjeds,  and  are  as  con- 
ftant.  ill  their  flight  and  as  regular  in  their 

c^rfe 
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courfe  as  are  the  feafons.  We  may,  at  a  par-' 
ticular  time  of  the  year,  trace  the  fwallow  inta 
its  hiding  place,  and  the  robin  and  the  lark  to 
to  the  forefts,  where  they  retire  for  ihelter 
from  the  inclemency  of  an  approaching  winter, 
and  fee  them  in  the  morning  of  fpring  return- 
ing to  the  fame  habitations  and  branches,  and 
often  to  the  fame  nefls  they  occupied  before, 
and  which  from  neceffity  they  had  abandoned. 
Different  fowls,  natives  ofdifferentclim.es,  are 
fo  fitted  to  their  native  air,  that  many  of  them 
cannot  exift  out  of  it. 

'  The  rattle  fnake,  the  moft  poifonous  reptile 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  circumfcribed  in 
his  limits,  and  cannot  exift  beyond  a  certain 
degree  of  northern  latitude,  nor  can  he  be  tranf-* 
ported  acrofs  the  Atlantic.  By  w^hat  laws  in 
nature  he  is  reftrained  we  know  not  ;  that  he 
is  reftrained  is  a  fad:,  and  is  not  known  in 
one  part  of  this  Commonwealth  while  much 
dreaded  in  another.  The  fame  reftraint  lies 
on  different  reptiles  in  the  fouthern  States,  and' 
though  one  part  are  in  a  degree  endangered  by 
them^  vet  others  are  perfectly  free  from  their 
poifonous. ftings.  Thefe  animals,  neceffary  on 
the  whole,  as  are  the  flies,  which  multiply  in 
proportion  to  the  impurity'of  the  air  by  which 
they  are  furr-ounded,  make  a  part  of  the  great 
whole,  and  have,  I  doubt  not,  a  benevolent 
commiffion,  in  the  execution  of  which  the 
happinefs  of  man  is  materially  concerned. 

Beafls 
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Beafls  of  the  mofl:  ferocious  kind,  neceflary 
in  the  chain,  are  peculiar  to  certain  chmates, 
and  are  the  leafl  dreaded  where  moft  known  : 
A  behef  that  they  will  not  exceed  the  hmits 
ailigned  them,  prevents  their  giving  terror  to 
others  ;  while  thofe  of  a  different  kind  ferve 
for  our  ufe,  are  fitted  to  hve  in  the  various  ch- 
mates in  which  they  have  been  placed,  and 
feem,  by  {bme  inflin(5l  of  nature  to  be  perfedl- 
ly  fubmilTive  ;  and  are  bound  with  mucheafe 
to  the  limits  affigned  them. 

When  we  take  a  view  of  the  whole  of  the 
order   eftablilhed   originally,   and  which  has 
been  preferved  in  the  world  ;  when  wc  fee 
man  difperfed  over  the  face  ot  the  earth,  and 
an  evident  delign  that  he  Ihould  remain  fo  dif- 
perfed, and  when  we  behold,  that  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  care  has  been  taken  that  under 
every  circumftance  of  civilization,  or  barba- 
rifm,  a  full  fupply  of  food  can  be  obtained  by 
each,  in  a  way  heft  fitted  to  themfclves  ;  when 
\ve  fee  the  birds  of  paffage,  anxious  to  per- 
form their  part,  and  (which  is  important  in- 
deed to  fome  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  higher 
latitudes)  taught    to  fly  in  winter  to  climes 
more  friendly  to  their  exiflence,  and  led  back 
to  nourilh  the  waking  Laplander,  after  a  win- 
ter of  retirement  and  flecp.    When  we  fee  the 
care  exercifed  towards  man  evinced  in  the  ex- 
igence of  even  the  moft  poifonous  animals, 

fitted 
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fitted  to  inhale  the  more  fubtil  and  pointed  par- 
ticles floating  in  air,  which  are  too  keen  for 
our  habits,  and  obferve  the  irritating  fly,  buii- 
ly  employed  in  flpping  the  putrid  matter,  in 
the  firfl:  flages  of  it,   which  otherwife  would 
iloat  incompatible   with  a  falubrious  atmof- 
phere,  neceflary  to  our  happinefs.    When  we 
'fee  the  natural  timidity  implanted  in  the  nature 
of  the  mofl:  ferocious  animals,  fleeing  at  the 
approach  of  man  ;  and  the  docihty  of  thofe 
more  immediately  intended  for  our  ufe.  When 
tve  carefully  review  thefe  things,  and  fludy 
-with  attention  the  works  of  nature,  the  great 
book  of  Gdd,  which  if  underftood  cannot  mif- 
lead,  and  our  minds  are  guided  by  proper  con- 
liderations,  we  fhall  be  freed  from  all  anxious 
fears,  lefl:  one  part  of  the  fyftem  lliould  clafli 
'tvith  another,  but  inftead  thereof  we  fliall  find 
ourfelves  perfectly  flitisfied  in  the  belief  that 
each  will  occupy  its  own  orb  until  the  whole 
Ihall  be  diflblved. 

I  have  little  doubt  in  my  ovt^n  mind  but  that 
every  river  whofe  fource  is  in  a  lake  or  pond, 
•(vhere  the  waters  are  quiet,  might  with  great 
eafe  be  replenifhed  with  fome  kind  of  filh  or 
other.  I  think  there  was  a  time  when  they 
were  filled.  Could  we  fucceed  in  this  meafure 
the  advantages  would  be  important,  for  it 
would  multiply  our  cod  and  other  ground  fifii 
about  our  fhores,  in  proportion  as  we  increafe 

the 
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the  fmall  river  fifh,  for  they  are  the  proper 
food  of  the  ground  fifh,  which  in  purfuit 
thereof,  are  allured  quite  into  our  harbours, 
and  give  us  a  more  eafy  fupply.  We  have  un- 
doubtedly been  criminally  inattentive  to  the 
propagation  of  the  oyfter,  in  different  parts  of 
our  Ihores  ;  we  can  probably  fill  our  channels 
with  thefe  (hell  fifh  with  much  more  eafe  than 
we  can  fill  our  paftures  with  herds  end  flocks. 
I  have  a  fatisfad;ion  in  fubmiting  thefe  ob- 
ferv^ations  to  you,  which  is  feldom  to  be  en- 
joyed, viz.  that  I  fliall  receive  a  full  compen- 
fation — one  fmile  will  do  it,  that  I  am  furc 
they  will  beget,  for  you  muft  long  fince  have 
been  taught  that  we  had  better  fmile  than  weep 
at  the  vanity  of  others. 

With  efteemand  affe<flion, 
I  am  always  your  friend, 

B.  LINCOLN. 
Rev,  Mr.  Belknap. 


No, 
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No.XXXli. 

0/f  the  fame  fubjeB. 

A  Le  iter  from  the  Reverend  DANiELLiTTLfc 
of  Wells,  to  the  Author, 

Wells,  Dec.  13,  1791. 

DEAR  SIR, 

GENERAL  LINCOLN'S  letters  contain 
many  curious  and  pleafing  arguments  to 
prove  that  "river  filli  always  return  to  the 
rivers  and  ponds  where  they  were  fpawned.** 
The  thought  was  perfectly  new  to  me,  till  I 
met  with  it,  about  three  years  ago  in  a  manu- 
fcript  of  the  General's,  which  I  had  the  hon- 
our of  peruiing,  and  which  gave  rife  to  1  cer- 
refpondence  on  that  and  fome  other  fubjcdis. 
I  wifh  your  inquiries  may  occafion  fome  ufe- 
ful  publication  on  this  head. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  information  fince,  I 
have  met  with  nothing  that  militates  againfl 
the  General's  arguments  j  but  rather  the  con- 
trary. 

Some  time  ago,  I  lodged  at  the  houfe  of 
Col.  Baldwin  of  Woburn,  and  fpent  the  even- 
ing with  his  aged  father  ;  who,  in  the  courfe 
of  Goaverfation,  informed  me,  that  a(:anal  was 

made 
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iriade,  within  the  limits  of  his  acquaintance^ 
extend  the  feeding  ground  of  the  river  fifh 
from  one  pond  to  another;  but  that  the  fifli 
never  removed  from  their  original  and  native 
pond  ;  though  the  communication  was  Ihort 
and  the  waters  plenteous. 

When  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  the  laft 
fummer,  I  fpent  feveral  days  among  the  peo- 
ple fettled  on  the  banks  of  the  Sebafleecook, 
ten  miles  from  its  jundlion  with  the  Kenne- 
beck.  The  ftreams  that  fall  into  Sebafleecook 
are  numerous,  and  abound  with  the  fmall  riv- 
er fifli,  fuch  a  ale  wives,  &c.  The  people  fay 
that  at  the  time  of  the  running  of  thele  filh, 
they  afcend  the  flreams  at  diflind:  periods  in 
fucceflion  ;  and  that  the  fchulls  never  feparate, 
interfere  or  tranfgrefs  in  their  way  to  their  re- 
fpecflive  ponds  or  lakes. 

The  filh  ponds  and  the  river  fifh  might  be 
greatly  improved,  by  removing  the  natural 
obftrudions  in  fome  rivers  and  carrying  into 
the  diftant  ponds  live  filh  to  generate  a  new 
clafs.  By  that  means  new  fettlers  might  con- 
dud:  the  filh  to  the  doors  of  the  prefent  and 
fucceeding  generations* 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  fincere  friend  and  brother^ 
DANIED  LITTLE. 


No. 
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No.  XXXliL 

ON    POPULATION. 

A  Letter  from  the  Rev,  James  Freeman j 
{who  had  f cm  this  work  i?i  manufcript')  to 
the  Author. 

Boflon,  Feb.  29,  1792* 

DEAR  SIR, 

THE  principles,  upon  which  you  have  cal* 
culated  your  Table  of  Population,  for 
the  State  of  New-Hampiliire  (page   236)  ap- 
pear  to  me  not  to  be  juft.     Suppofing  that 
the  annual  increafe  of  inhabitants  is  the  fame, 
you  conclude  that  their  number  has  doubled 
in  lefs  than  nineteen  years.     It  is  faid  to  be  a 
good  rule,  which  works  both  ways.     But  if 
the  number  of  people  in  New-Hampfliire  in- 
creafed  by  the  fame  ratio  previous  to  the  year 
1767,  it  doubled  in  lefs  than  feven   years; 
for  diminilliing  52700  by  3883,  your  mean 
number,  it  is  reduced  in  the  year   1760  to 
25519.     And,  on  the  other  hand,  fliould  the 
annual    increafe  be  no  more  in  future  than 
3883,  above  lix  and  thirty  years  will  elapfe 
before  the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire  will 
be  double  the  immbcr  they  were  in  1 790. 

The  inhabitants  of  a  country  augment,  as  far 
at  leaft  as  depends  upon  natural  increafe,  in 
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the  fame  manner  as  a  fum  of  money  put  out 
upon  compound  intcreil.  A  huntired  pounds 
at  6  per  cent,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  become 
^106,  which  new  principal,  at  the  end  of 
the  fecond  year,  produces  more  than  £6 
Profeflbr  Wi<;glcfworth,  in  his  Calculatiofu  of 
American  PopuLnio?t,  has  explained  the  man- 
ner of  conftrudting  tables,  from  which  the  an- 
nual increaf^ of  inhabitants,  by  natural  popu- 
lation, may  be  eftimated  for  a  feries  of  years, 
provided  their  number  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  feries,  l>e  afcertaincd  by  adualenu- 
nieration,  or  by  any  other  accurate  mode. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  New-Hamp- 
fhirein  the  year  1767  was  52700,  and  in  the 
year  1 790,  1 4 1 8 85 .  Here  we  have  the  mun- 
ber  afcertained  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  a 
period  of  23  years,  Suppofe  52700  to  bee- 
qual  to  I .  Then  we  have  this  feries  in  geome- 
trical progrefTion,  as 

X  :  a  ::  a  :  a^ ::  a"^  :  a^  ::  a'  :  a*  ~-  to  a*  ^. 

That  is,  As  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
year  1 767  is  to  their  number  in  the  year  1 768, 
fo  is  that  number  to  their  number  in  the  year 
1769,  and  fo  on  in  the  fame  proportion  to  the 
year  1790. 

Blit  a^^rr'li?*^— 2,6923 1 5  ;  the  root  of  which 
or  a  is  equal  to  i  ,044001 .  By  involving  the 
value  o( a  to  its  23d  power,  w^e  have  the  a- 
mount  of  unity  t;o  the  23d  year  j  the  index  of 
the  power  denoting  the  particuk\r  year. 
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Table  I. 

years  amounts  of  ujiity 


768 

769 

770 

772 

773 

774 
775 
77^ 

771 
77^ 
779 
780 
78, 
28- 

783 
78-J 
78,5 
786 

787 

78S 
78c 

790 


O44oorr=a 
°89939=z:a^ 
'37M— a^ 
187967=^'^ 
.24023qrra^ 
,29481  srrc'^ 

.351785=^' 
,441126;::^^^ 

.473364=^'' 
.538194— a 

,605877— <2 

,67653  8ir:a 
,7503o8z=:a 
,827324— fl 
,907729— rt 
>99i672zz:a 

079309=^ 
i7oSo2z:za 
26632orra 

36604  2:1=  f7-° 

470151^1:0^' 
578842::=^^^ 
692315— a^' 


The  value  of  a  being  thus  involved  we  have 
the  following; 

If  the  number  correfpond^ 
ing  to  any  particular  power  of 
a  be  multiplied  by  5^1700, 
the  product  will  be  the  ar- 
mount  of  the  inhabitants  of 
New-Hamp(hire,  for  theyear 
denoted  by  th^  index  of  the 
power  of  a,  and  which  in  the 
table  js  placed  in  the  fame 
line.  Fpr  example,  if  w^e 
multiply  52700  by  1,351785, 
which  in  the  table  is  placed 
in  tlie  fame  line  with  1774* 
the  product,  rejecting  the  dec- 
imal parts,  will  be  71239, 
which  is  a  little  more  than 
one  half  of  141  885.  Con- 
fequently,  upon  the  fuppofi- 
tion,  that  the  increafe  of  inhabitants  in  New- 
Hampfliire  was  uniform,  during  the  period  in- 
cluded in  this  table,  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
their  number  was  doubled  in  a  little  more  than 
iixteen  years. 

But  from  the  furvey  taken  in  theyear  1775, 
it  appears  that  the  increafe  was  not  uniform. 
At  that  time  the  number  of  inhabitants  inNew- 
Hampfliire,  was  found  to  amount  to  822OQ, 
whereas,  if  it  be  calculated  by  the  table,  it  will 
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l>e  no  more  than  74373.  It  is  evident  there- 
fore, that  the  augmentation  of  the  people  was 
more  rapid  between  the  years  1767  and  1775, 
than  between  the  years  1775  and  1790.  This 
difference  can  eafily  be  accounted  tor.  The 
late  war  undoubtedly  checked  the  progrefs  ot 
population,  as  you  have  clearly  Ihown,  page 

234. 

To  afcertain  at  what  rate  the  inhabitants  of 
New-Hampfliire  increafed  between  1 767  and 
1775,  a  period  of  8  years,  let  us  luppofe,  as 
before,  52700  to  be  equal  to  i.  Then  ^^= 
1 ,559772,  that  is  Tzrli>  the  root  of  which,  or  a, 
is  1,056928,  which  being  involved  to  its  13th 
power,  will  give  the  amounts  oi  unity,  as  in 


the  following  : 
Tablj-,  II. 

years  amounts  of  unity 


From  this  table  it  is  evi* 
dent,  that  the  people  of  New- 
Hampfliire,  if  the  progrefs 
of  population  had  not  been 
checked  by  the  war,  would 
have  doubled  their  numbers 
in  Icfs  than  thirteen  years  ; 
for  2,058910,  which  corrcf- 
ponds  to  the  1 3th  power  of  .7, 
multiplied  by  52700,  v.ill 
17802.0589.0=^'^"!  produce  108504. 

The  peace  ot  1783  prevented  the  further 
deftruction  of  men.  It  may  therefore  be  pre- 
fumed  that  the  progrefs  of  population  was  the 

fame 


J 768  i,036928:zrfl 

1769  i,ii7or)8rra* 

1770  i,i8oo9?=rrt^ 

1771  l,'248(]o3rza''' 
*77-'»  jS-ooo-rzci' 

»774  iy\7^5n—'^\ 
"^11 0  ^,55977-—'^ 
1776  i.b48568z=«9 
»777^7134'8:zza'° 
1778  i.S^sGGo^Trt' ' 
^779  >, 948012— ^'- 
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fame,  or  nearly  the  fame,  between  that  year  and 
the  year  1790,  as  between  the  years  1767  and 
1775.  Allowing  it  to  be  the  fame,  it  will  be 
eafy  to  determine  the  number  of  people  in 
New-Hampihire  in  1783.  The  difference  be-, 
tween  1783  and  1790  is  7.  If  therefore  we 
divide  the  number  of  inliabitants  in  the  year 
1790  by  the  fum  correfponding  to  the  7th 
power  of  a,  the  quotient  will  be  the  number 

in  1783  j    but  -i-*i4«.f;rr96220. 

We  have  here  found  a  4th  number,  from 
which  may  determine  the  progrefs  of  popula- 
tion from  1775  to  1783,  a  period  of  8  years. 
Suppofe  8z200,  the  number  in  1775,  to  be 
equal  to  i.  Then  ^s=:||||o_j  ^.^0559,  the 
root  of  which,  or  a,  is  i  ,01 9880,  which  being 
involved  to  the  8th  power,  will  give  the  a- 
inounts  of  unity,  as  in  the  following  : 


Table  III. 

•^earsXamounts  of  unit 


177611.019880^2 

i777Ji,040i56zzi'z* 

17781 1 .060832 — a^ 

I780J:, 103433=^5 

1781 

1782 


1,125370— a'' 
i,i47742=ra^ 


T.-\BLE  of 

Population 


Calculating  the  number  oF 


1767152700 
i7<^^i557oc 


inhabitants    from    1767    to 
1775,     and   from   1783    to 
1790,  by  Table  II,  and  from 
1775   to  1783  by  Table  III, 
we  may  form  the  following 
Table  of  Population  for  New- 
Hampfliire. 
From   this  table  it  appears, 
that  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  New-Hampfhire  has  doubled 
in  lefs  than  eighteen  years ;  for 
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the  half  of  the  number  taken 
by  the  cenfus,  viz.  70942,  falls 
between  the  years   1772  and 

1773- 

This    conclufion   may  be 

confidcred  as  very  near  the 
truth.  But  it  ought  to  be  ob- 
fervcd,  that  this  table  of  pop- 
ulation is  not  perfedly  exadt ; 
for  the  augmentation  of  num- 
bers in  New-Hampfliire  has 
undoubtedly  arifen,  in  part, 
from  immigration.  It  is  impof- 
fible  to  determine  with  preci- 
fion,  what  the  amount  ot  this 
immigration  is.  But  we  may 
give  a  probable  conjecfture  as 
to  theacceffion  of  inhabitants, 
which  it  has  eventually  pro- 
duced. For  if  we  can  alcer- 
tain  the  number  of  years,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  col- 
lediively  taken,  have  generally  doubled  their 
numbers  by  natural  increafe,  we  lliall  be  fur- 
nillied  with  data,  by  which  we  may  efti- 
mate  the  natural  increafe  of  inhabitants  in 
New-Hamplliire  from  the  year  176^  to  the 
year  1790,  which  number  being  fiibrti aded 
from  the  number  taken  by  the  cenfus,  the  re- 
mainder will  be  immigrants  and  the  natural  in- 
creafe which  has  arifen  from  them. 

Gg  Dr 


1769 

1  58871 

1770 

62222 

I77I 

65817 

1772 

69564 

1773 

73524 

1774 

77710 

J  775 

82200 

1776 

83834 

1777 

85500 

1778 

87200 

1779 

88934 

1780 

90702 

1781 

92505 

1782 

94344 

17S3 

96220 

1784 

101696 

1785 

107485 

1786 

1 13606 

1787 

1 201 70 

1788 

1 2706 1 

1789 

I  34241 

1790 

141885 

//  /^ 
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Dr.  Wigglefvvorth  fuppofes  (Calculations,  page 
21 )  that  the  number  of  people  in  the  United 
States  is  doubled  by  natural  increafe  in  25 
years.      Multiplying,    therefore,    52700  by 
1,89211529=^''  in  his  Table  (page  14),  the 
producft   is    99714,    the   difference  between 
which  and  141 885  is  421 71. 
But  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States  double  their  num- 
bers, by  natural  increafe,  in  a  lefs  period  of 
time  than  Dr.  Wigglefworth  imagines.     In  a 
Table,   which  I  have  calculated  for  eight  of 
the  United  States,  viz.  New-Hampfliire,  Maf- 
fachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connedicut,  New- 
York,  New-Jerfey,  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
including  Kentucky,  I  have  made  a''^  equal  to 
2,0291905  j  that  is,  by  this  Table,  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  thefe  States,  coUedively 
taken,  doubled  in  lefs  than  22  years,  during  a 
period  ending  in  the  year  1790.     Pennfylva- 
nia,  one  of  the  States  not  included  in  the  cal- 
culation, eftimating  by  the  increafe  of  its  rate- 
able polls  from    1770  to   1786,  doubles  its 
numbers  in  lefs  than  22  years.     If  this  State, 
therefore,  were  added,  it  would  render  the  pe- 
riod of  doubling  ftill  fhorter,  as  Maflachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Connedticut,  compared  with 
the  other  States  contained  in  the  calculation, 
increafe  very  flowly,  on  account  of  the  perpe- 
tual emigrations  which  are  made  from  them. 
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The  other  States  not  included  in  the  calcula- 
tion are  Vermont,  Delaware,  North-Garolina, 
South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  befide  the  Wef- 
tern  Territory.  I  do  not  poflefs  fufficient  ma- 
terials, to  eftimate  with  accuracy,  the  progrels 
of  population  in  thefe  States.  But  it  is  well 
known  that  Vermont,  North-Carolina,  and 
Georgia  are  rapidly  increafing.  If  a  calcula- 
tion could  be  formed  upon  the  whole  of  the 
United  States,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  found,  that,  by  natural  increafe,  and  by 
emigration  from  foreign  countries,  they  have 
adiually  doubled  their  numbers  in  21  years, 
notwithftanding  the  deftrudlion  of  menbv  the 
late  war.  The  acceflion  of  foreigners  bears  no 
perceptible  proportion  to  the  natural  increafe 
of  nearly  four  millions  of  people.  Making 
however  a  very  liberal  allowance  for  it,  I  think  I 
am  juftified  in  concluding,  that  the  natural  in- 
creafe of  inhabitants  in  the  United  States,  may 
be  eftimated  by  the  Table  above  mentioned. 
In  this  table  a''  is  equal  to  2,02919050,  and 
a  is  equal  to  1,03296843,  confequently  a'^  is 
equal  to  2,09608972.  If,  therefore,  we  multi- 
ply this  number  by  5  27O0,  the  number  of  inhab- 
itants in  New-Hamplhire,  in  1767,  the  pro- 
duct will  be  1 10463,  the  number  they  would 
have  been,  by  natural  increafe,  in  the  year 
1790  ;  which  being  deducfted  from  the  num- 
ber taken  by  the  cenfus,  the  remainder  is 
Gg2  .:?i422,( 
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31422,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  ftock 
formed  by  immigration  and  the  natural  increafe 
arifing  from  it.  Making  ufe  of  the  fame 
Table  which  I  have  juft  mentioned,  there  is 
no  great  difficulty  in  determining  the  number 
of  immigrants,  which  New-Hampfhirehas  re- 
ceived, one  year  with  another,  for  the  period 
of  23  years,  ending  in  1 790.  Let  z  reprefent 
this  number. 

Then  z-\-za+za-^za'^ J^za* -J^za^ -^lOf, J^za''  -fca'  +z«-* 

That  is,  innumbers,  33,53096515  ^3=31422/ 
Confequently  ~-3».^-^„_  :=r937i^ 

Multiplying  this  number  by  23,  the  pro- 
duel  is  2 1 5  5  3 ,  the  amount  of  immigrations  into 
New-Hamplhire  in  23  years.  As  it  is  your 
opinion,  that  the  emigrations  from  the  neigh- 
bouring States  were  not  fo  large  during  the  five 
firll:  years  of  the  war,  as  before  or  fince,  for 
the  fake  of  a  round  number,  I  will  fuppofe 
that  New'-Hampiliire,  during  the  remaining 
1 8  years,  annually  received  an  addition  of  lOOO 
perfons,  befide  the  children  who  were  born 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  From  thefe  data  a 
more  accurate  Table  of  population  might  be 
conftrud:ed,  than  that  which  I  have  given  ; 
but  it  would  not  differ  fo  materially  from  it,  as 
to  affedl  my  general  conclufion  ;  for  the  half 
of  the  number  taken  by  the  cenlus  in  the 
year  1790  would  ftill  fall  between  the  years 

177^ 
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1772  and  i77v  I  would  therefore  confider 
it  as  an  cftabliihcd  fadl,  that  the  number  of 
people  inNevv-Hampfl-iirehasadually  doubled 
in  Icfs  than  clghtce?i  years. 

It  is  a  fentiment  which  I  have  heard  you 
exprefs,  that  there  will  flill  continue  to  l3e  a 
rapid  population  in  Nevv-Hampfhirc  for  ma- 
ny future  years.  The  State  at  prefent  is  thin- 
ly fettled  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  contain- 
ing not  quite  fittccn  inhabitants  to  one  fquarc 
mile.  In  Connedicut,  which  is  increafino-  in 
numbers,  there  arc  fifty-one  inhabitants  to  a 
fquare  mile ;  and  probably  as  many  in  Rhode- 
Ifland.  But  there  is  not  fo  much  water  and 
unimproveablc  land  in  Connedticut  as  in 
New-Hamplhirc.  The  latter  State  you  in- 
form us,  page  1 3,  contains  9491  fquare  miles; 
from  which,  if  we  deduct  156  fquare  miles 
for  water,  and  4S0  fquare  miles,  for  uninhab- 
itable mountains,  the  remainder  is  S855,  hv 
which,  if  we  divide  141 885,  the  quotient  is 
16.  The  habitable  parts  of  New-Hamp(hire 
then  contain  fixtcen  inhabitants  to  a  fquare 
m.ile.  You  have  therefore  rcafon  to  conclude, 
that  the  rapidity  of  its  population  will  not  be 
checked  for  many  years.  Prefuming  that  the 
State  will  annuallv  receive  a  thoufand  immi- 
grants,  I  will  venture  to  calculate  its  popula- 
tion from  the  year  1 790  to  the  year  i  800,  at 
or  befprc  which  time  a  new  ccnfus  will  be  ta- 
ken, 


478 


APPENDIX. 


ken,  by  which  it  will  be  difcovered  whetheif 
my  predid:ions  be  juft  or  not. 

Table   of 

Population. 

I79OJI41885 
1797475^2 
1792,153426 
1793,159484 

1794(165742 
1795,172206 


> 


1796 
1797 
1 798 
1799 
1800 


78883 
185780 
192904 
200263 
207865. 


Calculated  by  the  Table  re- 
ferred to  above,  in  which  a 
is  equal  to  i  ,03296843,  and 
looQ  added  annually  for 
immigrant^. 


I  fear  that  your  patience  is  now  exhaufted 
with  my  tables.  1  will  not  therefore  trefpafs 
no  further  upon  your  time,  than  to  add  by  way 
•of  apology,  that  no  calculations  can  be  too  mi* 
iiute,  which  tend  to  demonftrate  the  increafing 
profperity  of  a  State,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
have  fo  long  been  diftinguifhed  for  their  bra- 
very and  love  of  freedom. 

With  fincerc  refpedt, 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

your  affedtionate  brother, 
JAMES  FREEMAN, 
Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap. 
N.  B.   Since  the    foregoing  letter  was  re- 
ceived, inquiry  has  been  made  of  the  Secretary 
whether  there  be  any  documents  m  his  office 

from 
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from  which  the  number  of  people  in  Ncw- 
Hampfliire,  previous  to  1767  can  with  any 
probability  be  afcertained.  After  fpending 
feveral  days  in  fearching  the  books  and  files, 
the  Secretary  writes  that   *  The  only  numbers 

*  of  rateable  polls  to  be  found   in   his  office 

*  from  1 742  to  1 767  were  as  follows  : 

*  1742 — 5172,  no  returnb  from  Nottingham, 

*  Barrington  and  Gofport. 

*  1753—  6392.^ 

*  1767 — 1 1964.' 

It  may  be  afked,  what  is  the  proportion  be- 
tween rateable  polls  and  inhabitants  ?  If  the 
number  of  inhabitants  as  eilimated  in  1767, 
viz.  52700  be  divided  by  1 1964,  the  rateable 
polls,  the  quotient  will  be  nearly  \\y  which 
gives  the  proportion  for  that  year.  But 
whether  the  fame  will  hold  for  other  years  is 
uncertain.  New-Hamplhire  was  peculiarly 
circumffanced  in  refpetfl  of  population,  for 
iifteen  years  preceeding  and  fifteen  years  fuc- 
ceeding  the  conquell  of  Canada  in  1760. 
During  the  former  period  the  population  was 
very  flow,  excepting  by  the  natural  increafe. 
During  the  latter  the  immigration  was  ex- 
tremely rapid.  It  is  alfo  to  be  noted  that  in 
the  old  towns  there  is  a  much  greater  propor- 
tion of  old  men,  women  and  children,  than 
in  the  new  fettlcmcnts  ;  confcquently  the 
nev  have  more  rateable  polls  in  proportion  to 
their  numbers  than  the  old  towns,  A^U 
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Additions  to  the  Table  of  Longevity,  p.  252, 
lately  received. 
Since  that  Sheet  was  printed,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Pike  of  Somerfworth  died,  in  the  89th 
year  of  his  age;  and  the  Rev.  Pearson 
Thurston  is  ordained  in  that  place. 

Of  the  firjl  fettlers  in  Rochefler  i^ho  have  died 

within  fixteen  years  lajl  pajl  the  ages  were  as 

follows  : 

Above  100  years      i 

Cgo  and  lOO- 2 

,    ,  J  80  and    go — ■ — 14 

petween  <  j    A 

^.  70  and    80 20 

L60  and    70 4 

4^ 
Now  Hving. 

{90  and  100 1 
80  and  90 9 
70  and    80 5 

15 

Males  7.     Females    8 

Of  fhc  firft  fettlers  in  Barrington  the  numbey 
now  living  and  their  ages  are  as  follows  : 

(^90  and  100 I 

between  <  80  and    90 10 

L70  and    80 3 

14 

Males  II.     Females    3 

END. 
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